
1 

 

           

 

 
Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday March 19, 2023 
9:30 am @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle  
Lent Four 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 
revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting 
 
Announcements and Birthdays/Anniversaries: 
It has been a tradition to stand during singing of hymns and sometimes other times, 
but not everyone is able to stand or easily rise and sit down, so we invite you to present 
yourself in body, mind and spirit as is comfortable for you right now. 
 
Settler Acknowledgement of Our Commitment to Truth and 
Reconciliation: 
Each Sunday throughout the season of Lent, before taking your seat, we invite you to 
pick up a stone from the basket and place it on the commemoration table as 
acknowledgement of our commitment to reconciliation with our indigenous sisters and 
brothers and our commitment to becoming Anti-Racist, Inter-Cultural, Affirming, 
Open, Accessible and Barrier-Free.  
   
Gathering Song: MV 77  Be Still and Know (repeated) 
Golden Ears United Church in Maple Ridge, BC, shares their recording of John Bell's 
Taizé-style hymn, which takes a single line from Psalm 46 as its text. 
MV 77 Be Still And Know - YouTube 
 

Be still and know that I am God, 
Be still and know that I am God. 

 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ is with us, guiding us on the journey. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Lenten Liturgy: Lent 4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwfUenYqaJE
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We continue our steps on our Lenten journey, travelling in the shadow of our teacher, 
we come closer to the cross, still hoping to follow faithfully in his Way. Even when what 
we experience makes us uncomfortable or afraid, we do not turn away.  
                  
(extinguish four Lenten candles and then pause in silence)  
 
Sung Response: VU 121  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Lenten v.4) 
I invite you to sing this Lenten verse with pianist Haewook Kim's instrumental track. 
#121 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 
 Give us eyes to see you clearly, 
  make us children of your light; 
 give us hearts to live more nearly 
  as your gospel shining bright, 
  as your gospel shining bright.  
 
Call to Worship:   
One: Welcome pilgrims on the way to the cross 
     All: We are companions on a journey 
One: We are learning the way 
     All: It is the way of Jesus 
One: It takes us through valleys and shadows 
     All: We will fear no evil. God goes with us 
One: Let us continue in praise and thanksgiving 
     All: We walk with the Lord. We worship. Amen 
 
Opening Prayer: 
This is a movement prayer, so I would invite you to repeat my actions as you are able. 
     
One: (Touching head) Creator, touch our minds— 
All: (Touching head) that we may worship with understanding. 
One: (Touching above eyes) Christ, touch our eyes— 
All: (Touching above eyes) that we may recognize each other. 
One: (Touching lips) Holy Spirit, touch our voices— 
All: (Touching lips) that our words would always praise you. 
One: (Touching chest, above heart) Love Divine, touch our hearts— 
All: (Touching chest, above heart) that your compassion would overflow. 
One: (Placing one hand on top of the other, palms up) God of all, touch our hands— 
All: (Placing one hand on top of the other, palms up) 

that all we touch would be blessed, 
that all we touch would be transformed, 
that all we touch would be made new, by your love. 

One: (Touching head, above eyes, lips, heart, and hands) With all that we are— 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxFbrqnLuhc
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All: (Touching head, above eyes, lips, heart, and hands) we worship you. 
Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn: VU 371  Open My Eyes, That I May See 
The Hontz Family Band from New Jersey consists of parents Mark and Stephanie and 
their three children, Nathaniel, Thomas, and Susanna. Their motivation for performing 
music is "to spread love, foster fellowship, and express gratitude." Mission 
accomplished, Hontz family! Many thanks for your ministry. 
Open My Eyes That I May See - YouTube 
 
1 Open my eyes, that I may see 
 glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
 place in my hands the wonderful key 
 that shall unclasp and set me free. 
  Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see. 
  Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
2 Open my ears, that I may hear 
 voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
 and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
 everything false will disappear. 
  Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see. 
  Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
3 Open my mouth, and let me bear 
 gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
 open my heart and let me prepare 
 love with thy children thus to share. 
  Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see. 
  Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 
 
Sung Response: VU 951  Holy, Holy, Holy 
This Argentinian hymn is shared by Jubilate, a song and hymn writers' foundation in 
England and Wales. I encourage you to try out the lyrics in both English and Spanish. 
Holy, holy, holy (Santo, santo, santo) - YouTube 
 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy, God! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMVL19baRMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqKUFWnRYrA
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Santo, santo, santo. Mi corazón te adora! 
Mi corazón te sabe de-cir: Santo eres Dios! 
 

Prayer of Illumination: 
Open us to your words of life  
and let them be a new promise  
written on our hearts. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd;  
   I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
        He restoreth my soul: 
 he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness  
       for his name's sake. 
 
 Yea, though I walk  
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
         I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
          thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
 Thou preparest a table before me 
    in the presence of mine enemies:  
thou anointest my head with oil;  
   my cup runneth over. 

 Surely goodness and mercy 
    shall follow me all the days of my life:  
 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
Hymn: MV 126  Are You a Shepherd 
"Are You a Shepherd" is a veritable baby when it comes to hymns: it dates from 2007 
with words by Ruth Duck, a UCC pastor and a retired professor of Christian worship, 
and music by William Rowan, a director of music ministry and a liturgical consultant. 
Many thanks to Christina Cichos and Bryn Nixon from Pacific Spirit United for their 
recording. 
Hymn - Are You a Shepherd? - More Voices 126 - YouTube 
 
1 Are you a shepherd, good shepherd who leads us 

safely through danger, while calming our fears? 
Are you a father who shelters and feeds us, 
shares in our laughter and wipes away tears? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIN3eGRIHDI
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Yes, you are shepherd, parent and teacher, 
but you are greater than all that we know. 
Holy and living, loving and giving, 
God, you are with us wherever we go. 

 
2 Are you a mother, good mother who bears us, 

comforts, protects us and helps us to rest? 
Are you a teacher who daily prepares us, 
challenging students to offer their best?  R 

 
3 Great, gentle shepherd, forever beside us, 

lead all your children in paths that are right. 
Great, loving parent, wise teacher, you guide us. 
We want to love you and bring you delight.  R 

 
Writing a Personal Psalm 
 
Response: MV 126  Are You a Shepherd – Chorus 
 

Yes, you are shepherd, parent and teacher, 
but you are greater than all that we know. 
Holy and living, loving and giving, 
God, you are with us wherever we go. 

 
Scripture: John 9:1-41 

9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 
be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 
is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 
not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they 
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called 
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I 
went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I 
do not know.” 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 
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eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who 
is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, 
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we 
do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; 
he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid 
of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; 
ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I 
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 
is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, 
and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this 
and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
 
Reflection  
 
Hymn: VU 266  Amazing Grace 
The Petersens, a family bluegrass band from Branson, Missouri, perform verses 1, 2, 3, 
and 5 of this popular hymn. Although the words to "Amazing Grace" were penned by 
John Newton in 1772 and published in 1779, it wasn't until 1808 that they appeared in 
print set to music. For nearly three decades, more than twenty different musical 
settings circulated before the tune that we know so well was assigned to "Amazing 
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Grace." If you wish to sing along with this recording, the performance opens with a 
dobro solo, and verse 1 begins at 1:25. 
Amazing Grace - The Petersens (LIVE) - YouTube 
 
1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found, 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed. 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me, 
 this word my hope secures; 
 God will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun. 
 
Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Offering Response: VU 121  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Lenten general verse) 
#121 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 
 Light of life beyond conceiving, 
  mighty Spirit of our Lord; 
 give new strength to our believing, 
  give us faith to live your word, 
  give us faith to live your word. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7M8_8NO2zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxFbrqnLuhc
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Prayers of the People 
 
Hymn: VU 236 Now Thank We All Our God 
John Rutter's arrangement for choir, organ, and orchestra is presented at the New 
Apostolic Church in Cape Town, South Africa – what an exciting performance! 
Now Thank We All Our God - YouTube 
 
1 Now thank we all our God, with heart, 
  and hands, and voices, 
 who wondrous things has done, 
  in whom this world rejoices; 
 who from our mother's arms has blessed us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
2 O may this bounteous God 
  through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
  and blessed peace to cheer us, 
 and keep us strong in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ill in this world and the next. 
 
3 All praise and thanks to God 
  for all that has been given, 
 the Son, and Spirit blest 
  who dwell in highest heaven, 
 the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 
 for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
 
Benediction 
 
Blessing Song: VU 121  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Lenten v.4) 

#121 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Instrumental) - YouTube 
  
 Give us eyes to see you clearly, 
  make us children of your light; 
 give us hearts to live more nearly 
  as your gospel shining bright, 
  as your gospel shining bright.  
 
Online Postlude: The Lord Is My Shepherd 
There are many different settings of Psalm 23; this one was composed by Howard 
Goodall and has the distinction of being used as the theme music for the BBC television 
production The Vicar of Dibley. In the following recording, The Smith Ensemble – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ov8b9rF6VSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxFbrqnLuhc
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consisting of two parents and their children, including a couple sons-in-law – performs 
alongside violinist Aubrey Woods. Enjoy! 
The Lord Is My Shepherd — The Smith Ensemble - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QBN3HBA9iY

