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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday Feb 26, 2023 
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11 am @ Carlisle  
Lent One 

Baden Powell 
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 
  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting 
 
Announcements and Birthdays/Anniversaries: 
It has been a tradition to stand during singing of hymns and sometimes other times, 
but not everyone is able to stand or easily rise and sit down, so we invite you to present 
yourself in body, mind and spirit as is comfortable for you right now. 
 
Settler Acknowledgement of Our Commitment to Truth and 
Reconciliation: 
Each Sunday throughout the season of Lent, before taking your seat, we invite you to 
pick up a stone from the basket and place it on the commemoration table as 
acknowledgement of our commitment to reconciliation with our indigenous sisters and 
brothers and our commitment to becoming Anti-Racist, Inter-Cultural, Affirming, 
Open, Accessible and Barrier-Free. Today, I invite you to come forward following the 
presentation of Flags and place your stone on the table. 
   
Gathering Song: MV 77  Be Still and Know (repeated) 
This beautiful little 8-bar hymn layers vocal parts, allowing for a variety of 
permutations. This recording from the 1995 album God Never Sleeps: Songs from the 
Iona Community is performed by The Cathedral Singers and conducted by the 
composer himself, John L. Bell. 
Be Still and Know - YouTube 
 

Be still and know that I am God, 
Be still and know that I am God. 

 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ is with us, guiding us on the journey. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbqCJNeUaNU
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Thanks be to God! 
 
Presentation of Flags 
 
Lenten Liturgy: Lent 1 
Today, we take first steps on our Lenten journey, travelling in the shadow of our 
teacher, hoping to follow faithfully in his Way. May we keep our senses attuned, 
attentive to Jesus, the beloved. Even when what we experience makes us 
uncomfortable or afraid, we do not turn away.  
                   (extinguish first Lenten candle and then pause in silence)  
 
Sung Response: VU 121  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Lenten v.1) 
I invite you to sing this Lenten verse with pianist Haewook Kim's instrumental track. 
#121 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 
 From the dawning of creation, 
  you have loved us as your own; 
 stay with us through all temptation, 
  make us turn to you alone, 
  make us turn to you alone. 
 
Call to Worship:  
One: Along the Lenten way: 
     All: May our loving God give us calm reflection 
One: Along the Lenten way: 
     All: May our loving God give us faithful friends 
One: Along the Lenten way: 
    All: May our loving God give us purpose and direction 
One: Along the Lenten way: 
     All: May our loving God bring us to Jesus Christ  
    And his cross-bound way 
One:  Along the Lenten way: 
     All: we worship God. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 333  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
I thought you might enjoy hearing a different setting of Charles Wesley's 1747 lyrics, 
complete with a soaring descant in the final verse. This arrangement is performed by 
Harmonious Chorale Ghana and premiered just last year. 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling | Tune ‘Kras’ by N. Annan | Descant arranged by K. 
A.Harrison - YouTube 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
  joy of heaven to earth come down, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxFbrqnLuhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDmzKNAz3T4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDmzKNAz3T4
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 fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
  all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
  pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
  enter every trembling heart. 
 
2 Come, almighty to deliver; 
  let us all thy grace receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
  nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
  serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
  glory in thy perfect love. 
 
3 Finish, then, thy new creation; 
  pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
  perfectly restored in thee, 
 changed from glory into glory, 
  till in heaven we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
  lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 
 
Sung Response: VU 951  Holy, Holy, Holy 
This anonymous Argentinian sung response is here performed in German, English, 
Spanish, and French by the Virtuellen Chor der Gemeinschaft Christi Deutschland 
(Virtual Choir of the Community of Christ Germany). I invite you to join in and sing 
your praise in any or all of these languages. 
Heilig, heilig, heilig (Santo, santo, santo) (dt., eng., sp., fr.) - YouTube 
 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy, God! 
 
Santo, santo, santo. Mi corazón te adora! 
Mi corazón te sabe de-cir: Santo eres Dios! 

 
Kernel of Wisdom: Psalm 51:10-12 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6Q64doeaYI
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12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 
Hymn: VU 368  Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 
Be prepared to be surprised by this brand new setting of Samuel Longfellow's 1864 
text! The music and bridge lyrics were composed by Greg Yoder and the vocals 
performed by Yoder and Ben Luna for the second of currently six albums by The Soil 
and The Seed Project. According to its website, the Project "was established in 2021 to 
nurture faith through music, art, and Little Liturgies for daily and weekly use in the 
home, following the liturgical calendar." 
Holy Spirit, Truth Divine (feat. Ben Luna) - YouTube 
 
1 Holy Spirit, truth divine, 
 dawn upon this soul of mine. 
 Voice of God and inward light, 
 wake my Spirit, clear my sight. 
 
2 Holy Spirit, love divine, 
 glow within this heart of mine. 
 Kindle every high desire, 
 purify me with your fire. 
 
3 Holy Spirit, power divine, 
 fill and nerve this will of mine. 
 Boldly may I always live, 
 bravely serve, and gladly give. 
 
4 Holy Spirit, law divine, 
 reign within this soul of mine. 
 Be my law, and I shall be 
 firmly bound, forever free. 
 
5 Holy Spirit, peace divine, 
 still this restless heart of mine. 
 Speak to calm this tossing sea, 
 grant me your tranquillity. 
 
6 Holy Spirit, joy divine, 
 gladden now this heart of mine. 
 In the desert ways I sing; 
 spring, O living water, spring! 
 
Prayer of Illumination  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRUOTmxK8bY
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Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11 
4Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and 
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.’” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! 
for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 11Then the devil left 
him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 
Reflection  
 
Hymn: VU 115  Jesus Tempted in the Desert 
Thank you to Dr Mark W. Ruhnke, Director of Music at St Andrew's United in Toronto, 
for his music ministry. Retelling the story of the Temptation of Jesus as detailed in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke, the words to this hymn were written by Rev. Dr Herman 
G. Stuempfle, Jr., who served as President of the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Gettysburg, PA, and who was a respected leader in community and civic projects. 
Jesus, Tempted in the Desert, Lenten Journey Songs-Day 5, sung by Mark W. Ruhnke - 
YouTube 
 
1 Jesus, tempted in the desert, 
  lonely, hungry, filled with dread: 
 'Use your power,' the tempter tells him; 
  'turn these barren rocks to bread!' 
 'Not alone by bread,' he answers, 
  'can the human heart be filled. 
 Only by the Word that calls us 
  is our deepest hunger stilled!' 
 
2 Jesus, tempted at the temple, 
  high above its ancient wall: 
 'Throw yourself from lofty turret; 
  angels wait to break your fall!' 
 Jesus shuns such empty marvels, 
  feats that fickle crowds request: 
 'God, whose grace protects, preserves us, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6azuUUfVhY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6azuUUfVhY4
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  we must never vainly test.' 
 
3 Jesus, tempted on the mountain 
  by the lure of vast domain: 
 'Fall before me! Be my servant! 
  Glory, fame, you're sure to gain!' 
 Jesus sees the dazzling vision, 
  turns his eyes another way: 
 'God alone deserves our homage!  
  God alone will I obey!' 
 
4 When we face temptation's power, 
  lonely, struggling, filled with dread, 
 Christ, who knew the tempter's hour, 
  come and be our living bread. 
 By your grace, protect, preserve us 
  lest we fall, your trust betray. 
 Yours, above all other voices, 
  be the Word we hear, obey. 
 
Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Offering Response: VU 121  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Lenten general verse) 
#121 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 
 Light of life beyond conceiving, 
  mighty Spirit of our Lord; 
 give new strength to our believing, 
  give us faith to live your word, 
  give us faith to live your word. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Hymn: VU 108  Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights 
I invite you to sing along with Harvey Loucks and Music Minister David Rogers at 
Trinity United Port Coquitlam. The words to this hymn were written in 1996 by Rev. Dr 
James Gertmenian, a UCC minister who served congregations in New York, 
Connecticut, and Minnesota before serving Plymouth Congregational Church in 
Minneapolis for 25 years. While there, Gertmenian was heavily involved in combatting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxFbrqnLuhc


7 

 

homelessness and was a strong advocate for marriage equality. Although he is now 
retired, he continues to remain active in advocating for social justice.  
VU 108 Throughout These Lenten Days and Night - YouTube 
 
1 Throughout these Lenten days and nights 
 we turn to walk the inward way, 
 where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, 
 we live in hope till Easter Day. 
 
2 The pilgrim Christ, the Lamb of God, 
 who found in weakness greater power, 
 embraces us, though lost and flawed, 
 and leads us to his Rising Hour. 
 
3 We bear the silence, cross and pain 
 of human burdens, human strife, 
 while sisters, brothers help sustain 
 our courage till the Feast of Life. 
 
4 And though the road is hard and steep, 
 the Spirit ever calls us on through 
 Calvary's dying, dark and deep, 
 until we see the coming Dawn. 
 
5 So let us choose the path of One 
 who wore, for us, the crown of thorn, 
 and slept in death that we might wake 
 to life on Resurrection Morn! 
 
6 Rejoice, O sons and daughters! Sing 
 and shout hosannas! Raise the strain! 
 For Christ, whose death Good Friday brings 
 on Easter Day will rise again! 
 
Benediction 
 
Blessing Song: VU 121  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Lenten v.1) 

#121 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 
 From the dawning of creation, 
  you have loved us as your own; 
 stay with us through all temptation, 
  make us turn to you alone, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yRbQBKVGPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxFbrqnLuhc
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  make us turn to you alone. 
 
Online Postlude: Adoramus Te, Christe 
This haunting vocal piece is from the 2017 album Light & Shadow, performed by 
members of the Chapel of St Ignatius Choir at Seattle University. I only wish it was 
longer…. 
Adoramus Te, Christe - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfRmfWwPBus&list=OLAK5uy_mOFhdJNs8KqUCf0_0hkM7wioRKMeOdXIQ&index=9

