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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Feb. 12, 2023 

9:30 @ Kilbride 

6th Sunday after Epiphany 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630

Greeting: 

One: God is good 

All: all the time. 

One: All the time 

All: God is good. 

 

Announcements and Birthdays/Anniversaries 

   

Settler Acknowledgement of Our Commitment to Truth and Reconciliation 

Long before settlers journeyed to this land, Indigenous people were here: the 

Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, the Attawandaron, and the Mississaugas of the 

Credit covered by the Dish with One Spoon agreement. We are standing on land 

covered by Treaty 3 Between the Lakes Purchase.   

The original Between the Lakes Purchase was signed in 1784. Due to 

uncertainties with the description of the lands in the original surrender, Treaty 3 was 

entered into in 1792 to clarify what was ceded. The Between the Lakes Purchase was 

signed by representatives of the Crown and certain Mississauga peoples. The territory 

described in the written treaty covers approximately 3 million acres. The Between the 

Lakes Purchase was named as such because it included all the land “lying and being 

between the Lakes Ontario and Erie.” Current communities in the area include St. 

Catharines, Carlisle, Kilbride, Guelph and Simcoe. We continue our work of 

reconciliation in faith.   

 

Gathering Song: MV 18  Lord Prepare Me (x2) Remain seated 

I invite you to sing along with the choir of St Mark's United in Whitby, Ontario. 

MV 18 Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary - YouTube 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 

pure and holy, tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  

sanctuary for you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48WpmdUUZxY
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Lighting of the Christ Candle: 

Jesus brings light into the world. Let us welcome that light! 

 

Call to Worship: (Psalm 119) 

One:  We are blessed when we stay on course, 

 walking steadily on the road revealed by God. 

     All:  We are blessed when we follow directions, 

              doing our best to find God. 

One: We don’t go off on our own; 

 we walk along the road God set. 

     All:  You, God, prescribed the right way to live; 

              You expect us to live it. 

One: Oh, that our steps might be steady, 

 keeping to the course you set. 

     All:  We give thanks you speak straight from your heart; 

              so we learn the pattern of your righteous ways. 

One: We will do what you tell us to do; do not leave us. 

     All:  We come to worship and learn. Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Hymn: VU 221  Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped 

Joachim Neander used this melody, probably based on a folksong, for his 1680 hymn. 

While you may better recognize the translation "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty," 

"Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped" represents a more recent translation of 

Neander's German lyrics. In this video, Rodney Jantzi plays the tune on a lovely little 

restored Karn organ at Melville White Church in Caledon, Ontario. 

Lobe Den Herren - Hymn - Praise to the Lord - Karn Reed Organ - YouTube 
 

1 Sing praise to God, who has shaped and sustains all creation! 

 Sing praise, my soul, in profound and complete adoration! 

 Gladsome rejoice – organ and trumpet and voice – 

 joining God's great congregation. 

 

2 Praise God, our guardian, who lovingly offers correction, 

 who, as on eagle's wings, saves us from sinful dejection. 

 Have you observed, how we are always preserved 

 by God's parental affection? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wg3tcYn6pbk
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3 Sing praise to God, with sincere thanks for all your successes. 

 Merciful God ever loves to encourage and bless us. 

 Only conceive what godly strength can achieve: 

 strength that would touch and caress us. 

 

4 Sing praise, my soul, the great name of your high God commending. 

 All that have life and breath join you, their notes sweetly blending. 

 God is your light! Soul, ever keep this in sight: 

 amen, amen never ending. 

 

A Time of Confession: 

Let us gather our hearts and minds and bring them before God in a spirit of confession. 

Let us pray: 

 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Grace 

 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with 

eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I 

resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I 

came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My message and my 

preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 

Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s 

power. 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we 

declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our 

glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, 

they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: 

“What no eye has seen, 

     what no ear has heard, 

and what no human mind has conceived”— 

    the things God has prepared for those who love him— 
10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows a person’s 

thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the 

thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not the spirit of 

the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has 

freely given us.  
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Scripture: Matthew 5:15-16 
15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, 

and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 

Reflection  

 

Hymn: VU 703  In the Bulb There is a Flower 

In this video, music ministry duo Jim and Jean Strathdee perform Natalie Sleeth's 

"Hymn of Promise," which was originally conceived of as a choral anthem in 1985. 

Inspired by a line from a T.S. Eliot poem, "in our end is our beginning," Sleeth wrote 

this piece while thinking about seemingly contradictory pairs: life and death, death and 

resurrection, spring and winter, etc. Out of this germ of an idea grew a beloved choral 

anthem… and soon after, a hymn. 

Voices United 703 - In the Bulb there is a flower - YouTube 
 

1 In the bulb there is a flower; 

  in the seed, an apple tree; 

 in cocoons, a hidden promise: 

  butterflies will soon be free! 

 In the cold and snow of winter 

  there's a spring that waits to be, 

 unrevealed until its season, 

  something God alone can see. 

 

2 There's a song in every silence, 

  seeking word and melody; 

 there's a dawn in every darkness, 

  bringing hope to you and me. 

 From the past will come the future; 

  what it holds, a mystery, 

 unrevealed until its season, 

  something God alone can see. 

 

3 In our end is our beginning; 

  in our time, infinity; 

 in our doubt there is believing; 

  in our life, eternity. 

 In our death, a resurrection; 

  at the last, a victory, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4naGm9drNY
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 unrevealed until its season, 

  something God alone can see. 

 

Offering: 

If you give by PAR, thank you for your automated giving. You can also donate online on 

our webpage. Thank you if you give by numbered envelope. There are blank envelopes 

in the pews if you wish to make a donation by cash or cheque and we will send you a tax 

receipt at the end of the year. You may place your offering in the plate at the front of 

the sanctuary as you leave at the end of the service. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

May what we have offered here be true, be blessed, and be sent into our world by the 

Spirit of the One who, even now, is with us. Always. Amen. 

 

Hymn: VU 541  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Although there are many different doxologies (liturgical expressions of praise to God), 

this English one by the 17th-century Anglican bishop and hymn writer Thomas Ken is 

most familiar. Interesting tidbit: Bishop Ken was an independent thinker who was 

unafraid to make his strong moral and religious opinions heard, even if they did not 

align with the king's… which is why he was briefly imprisoned in the Tower of London! 

The Doxology | Anthem Lights ft. Selah - YouTube 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 420 Go to the World 

Sylvia Dunstan, the lyricist of this 1985 hymn, was ordained by the Hamilton 

Conference of the United Church of Canada in 1980. During her career, she served as a 

minister, a prison chaplain, and an editor of The Gathering, a Canadian worship 

resource journal. I invite you to join in singing Dunstan's text with the Grosse Pointe 

Memorial Church Virtual Choir led by music director and organist James Biery. 

Go To the World! - YouTube 
 

1 Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 

 Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth, 

 baptising as the sign of our rebirth. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQUTvMtUhw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmQDeSWdFrQ
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 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

2 Go to the world! Go into every place. 

 Go live the Word of God's redeeming grace. 

 Go seek God's presence in each time and space. 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

3 Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray; 

 the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 

 As servant Church, you follow Christ's own way. 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

4 Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 

 for I am with you 'til the age shall end, 

 when all the hosts of glory cry 'Amen!' 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

Benediction: VU 349 

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 

 walk with you on the road. 

May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 

 stretch out your hands to serve. 

May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 

 open your hearts to love. 

May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 

 and may everyone you meet 

 see the face of Christ in you. 

 

Online Postlude: Amazing Grace 

This is a fun jazz interpretation performed by the Facettes Jazz Quartet from Tours, 

France. Besides a standard rhythm section (drums, bass, keyboard), you will also see a 

vibraphone in action! 

Amazing Grace (Live) - Facettes Jazz Quartet - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgsSSjA5GuQ

