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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Jan. 22, 2023 

9:30 @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle - Confirmation 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting: 
One: God is good 
All: all the time. 
One: All the time 
All: God is good. 
 
Announcements and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
   

Settler Acknowledgement of Our Commitment to Truth and Reconciliation 

Long before my people journeyed to this land, Indigenous people were here: the 

Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, the Attawandaron, and the Mississaugas of the New 

Credit covered by the Dish with One Spoon agreement. They received from their Elders 

an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that surrounds us all that was deep, 

and rich, and to be treasured. When they shared their vision, my people did not hear. 

My people tried to force Indigenous peoples to be like us, and, in so doing, we helped to 

destroy the vision that made them what they were.  

We are in the midst of a long and painful journey as we reflect on the cries that 

our church did not or would not hear, and how we have behaved as a church. As we 

travel this difficult road of repentance, reconciliation, and healing, we commit 

ourselves to work toward ensuring that we will never again use our power as a church 

to hurt others with attitudes of racial and spiritual superiority.  

We pray that all Indigenous people will hear the sincerity of our words today, and 

that they will witness the living out of our apology in our actions in the future. 

 

Gathering Song: MV 18  Lord Prepare Me 

In invite you to sing along with the choir of St Mark's United in Whitby, Ontario. 

MV 18 Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary - YouTube 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48WpmdUUZxY
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Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  
pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  
sanctuary for you. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

We light this candle, honouring the One who said, “I am the Light.” 

 

Call to Worship: (based on Isaiah 43:1–7) 

One: Come in, hearing these words: 

All: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

One: Come in, knowing these words to be true: 

All: I have called you by name, you are mine. 

One: Come in, feeling these words in your bones: 

All: You are precious in my sight. 

One: We come to worship, hearing, knowing, feeling the love and wonder of our God. 

 

Opening Prayer: 

One:  God of gifts that transform, we gather in awe and wonder at the ways in which 

you name us. Throughout time and space, you have called to our spiritual ancestors, 

naming them and renaming them as your people, to live in delight at being yours. 

Today, you continue to call to us, naming and renaming us, that in our quest for 

delight, we might see in us what you see, and share that splendour with the world. May 

this time of worship help us to hear our names, that we might remember that your 

goodness lives in us and calls us forth to be members of your family, your creation. May 

your Spirit rest upon us now as it rested upon Jesus. In humility, we ask these things in 

His name, who knowing God as mother and father to us, taught us to pray, saying: 

All: Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

 Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn: VU 96  Will You Come and See the Light 

I invite you to sing along with this piano track provided by Fairbank United Church in 

Toronto, which started off as a Methodist church in 1844 and then entered the newly 

formed United Church of Canada in 1925. If you like knowing a bit more about the 

churches where some of these YouTube videos originate, have a look at Fairbank's 
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website; their main webpage contains a wonderful "Statement of Welcome" that 

reflects Jesus' "radical hospitality" by seeking to be "a radically loving and welcoming 

community of faith." 

Will You Come and See the Light VU 96 - YouTube 
 

1 Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 

 It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 

  It will be your guiding star, 

  it will show you who you are; 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

2 Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 

 It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 

  By the pyramids of greed 

  there's a longing to be freed; 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

3 Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 

 Though it's shackled out of sight, it is shining well. 

  When the truth is cut and bruised,  

  and the innocent abused, 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

4 Will you join the hope, alight in the young girl's eyes, 

 of the mighty put to flight by a baby's cries? 

  When the lowest and the least 

  are the foremost at the feast, 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

5 Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 

 In the candle lit at night there's a gleam of dawn, 

  and the darkness all about 

  is too dim to put it out: 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

A Time of Confession: 

Let us gather our hearts and minds and bring them before God in a spirit of confession. 

Let us pray: 

Prayer of Confession: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNSGRkpC_mc
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Holy One, on this day when we bear witness to the baptism of Jesus, we hear a story of 

blessing, of love, of transformation. But over time, this story may have caused us to see 

ourselves as separated, as special, as those who are better than others. Instead of being 

inclusive and celebrating who we are and whose we are, baptism has sometimes led us 

to believe that we are “more special” and “more favoured” than others. For all of these 

beliefs, we are sorry. May we see the power of transformation that baptism holds and 

be transformed to see your grace, offered to all of us. Forgive and inspire us, reminding 

all of us that we are yours. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance: 

God watches. God listens to our confessions. God responds out of unconditional love. 

Allow the spirit to embrace you and know that you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Carlisle: Confirmation (see insert) 

Kilbride: Blessing of Shawls 

 

Hymn: MV 161  I Have Called You by Your Name  v. 1, 4 

This hymn was written by Daniel Charles Damon and published in 1995 by Hope 

Publishing. Besides being a hymnist, Damon is also a pastor of First United Methodist 

Church in Richmond, California, an Associate Editor for Hope Publishing, and a jazz 

pianist who has been heard in hotels and clubs across the San Francisco Bay area. 

Thank you to Peninsula United for sharing their recording of Damon's hymn. 

I HAVE CALLED YOU BY YOUR NAME MV 161 - YouTube 
 

1 I have called you by your name, you are mine;  

I have gifted you and ask you now to shine.  

I will not abandon you; all my promises are true. 

You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 

 

4 I have given you a name, it is mine;  

I have given you my Spirit as a sign.  

With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children whole;  

go and tell my precious people they are mine. 

 

Scripture: 

Old Testament: Isaiah 43:1–7 

Psalm:  Psalm 29 (VU 755) or (VU 756) 

New Testament: Acts 8:14–17 

Gospel:  Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLuT27imtVc
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Reflection: The Gift of Affirmation 

On this First Sunday in Epiphany, when we mark the baptism of Jesus, let us 

consider what we believe about baptism. 

First and foremost, baptism is about affirmation. To affirm means to state 

positively or assert truth—the truth about someone and about our relationship with 

them. To affirm is to ascribe value. Baptism is about the affirmation that there is 

something sacred about life and that a piece of that sacred goodness is found deep 

within us. It acknowledges a new beginning, as did the birth of Jesus. Now we see the 

instance that marks the beginning of what will be a very public ministry—his baptism, 

the affirmation that he is God and belongs to God, and the affirmation that we belong 

to God as well. We hear this affirmation in the words “You are my Son, the Beloved, 

with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). 

These words affirm the life within and that it is good. When God affirms us, we 

can affirm others—just as when Jesus was affirmed by God so that he could do the 

same. When we feel affirmed, we feel as though we can be part of the community in all 

of its aspects, such as stewardship and discipleship. When we feel affirmation, we can 

give of ourselves and go deeper into our faith because we feel safe to do so.  

The truth is that we all long for affirmation, but too often it seems that it comes 

too late…after we feel separated, after we have struggled, after we feel lost, or as if we 

need to prove ourselves to receive affirmation. But God’s affirmation is different. God’s 

affirmation is spoken—to Jesus and to us—before we earn it, before we do anything to 

cause it to happen, before it is solicited. Affirmation is indeed the cornerstone of grace, 

which becomes the cornerstone of stewardship and discipleship. 

The baptism of Jesus tells us that our baptism, confirmation, and affirmation of 

faith are not simply about membership in a particular congregation or church 

(although these rites of passage which mark milestones in our lives are important for 

our sense of personal belonging); they also remind us that we are God’s children, 

regardless of age, race, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, or any other label we 

humans think of as a reason either not to engage, or to exclude others from engaging. 

In order to come to any sense of affirmation from this act, we must first put aside 

any notion we might have that baptism is about cleansing us from sins or asking for 

God’s forgiveness, for how can we look at a newborn baby and think that they are full of 

wrong? We are also not to say that those who are not baptized are damned or unworthy 

of God’s love. Baptism affirms the inherent worth of each of us and is a physical sign of 

a spiritual reality—that we belong to a loving God and that the goodness that comes 

from God is deep within us and serves as a communal symbol of God’s unconditional 

love.  

In our baptism, as in the baptism of Jesus, we celebrate that we are loved—a love 

that comes before anything we may have done and anything we have yet to do. I 

suggest that baptism is about gracious blessing—a mysterious way of deeply knowing 
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that we belong to God. God knows this, but we need something physical to remind us of 

this spiritual reality. We need to remember that all we are, all we have, is welcomed by 

God and revealed and shared in thankful response to our belonging to God. 

In baptism, this is not only personally affirmed, but is communally affirmed by 

those who surround us in baptism—not even Jesus was baptized in private! It was 

important for him to be baptized in public so that the affirmation was heard by all who 

were present.  

Through this, then, we can use baptism as an opportunity to affirm one another. 

Before we are asked to, before a good action is done, before we have been able to form a 

judgment on whether or not it is deserved, we can affirm each other, because God has 

already affirmed us. And when we are blessed to be in the presence of one who is being 

baptized, we remember our own goodness and we recall that God affirms us every 

morning that we open our eyes and see the goodness that is God’s world.  

And so, today, we are challenged to think about what we believe about baptism. 

How does it shape our understanding of being a community in relationship with God 

and being intentionally welcoming? How can we create opportunities, as a baptizing 

community, to affirm each other? How does baptism lead us into generosity and 

discipleship? 

In the movie, O Brother, Where Art Thou, which follows the journey of three 

escaped convicts, there is a scene where baptisms are taking place in a river. The men 

who have broken out of prison figure that they’ve done so much wrong in their lives 

that baptism will give them a new beginning—and so they are immersed in the water. 

But I think what they really do is to affirm the goodness in one another so that they can 

continue on their journey toward wholeness—the act of baptism doesn’t make them 

perfect, but opens them up to the goodness that is within them and around them. It 

calls them to discipleship. It calls them to offer their gifts to the world, even if those 

gifts aren’t always understood or received well. The song that is sung during this scene, 

"Down to the River to Pray,” is an invitation to walk with God and to invite others to 

that journey of stewardship and discipleship that has the power to transform people 

and systems. As a baptizing church, loved and affirmed by God, we, too, are called to 

that journey of stewardship and discipleship, to generously share what we have, in 

gratitude to God. May it be so. 

Amen and amen. 

 

Hymn: VU 509  I, The Lord of Sea and Sky 

Love how enthusiastic these two clergymen are in their rendition of American hymnist 

Dan Schutte's popular hymn. I'm not sure where Pater Martins and where Pater Arnold 

hail from, but Pater Martins' YouTube account locates him in Nigeria while sharing his 

missionary experience. 

I the Lord of Sea and Sky with Pater Arnold - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wt3LTqN9ss8
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1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

 I have heard my people cry. 

 All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

 I who made the stars of night, 

 I will make their darkness bright. 

 Who will bear my light to them? 

 Whom shall I send? 

  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

  I have heard you calling in the night. 

  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

  I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

 I have borne my people's pain, 

 I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 

 I will break their hearts of stone, 

 give them hearts for love alone. 

 I will speak my word to them. 

 Whom shall I send?  R 

 

3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

 I will tend the poor and lame, 

 I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 

 Finest bread I will provide 

 till their hearts be satisfied. 

 I will give my life to them. 

 Whom shall I send?  R 

 

Offertory Invitation: 

We are indeed recipients of God’s grace and generosity. God loves us and affirms us. 

But, in receiving, we are also called to give, to share, and to live lives of gratitude. 

Baptism reminds us that ordinary gifts can do extraordinary things. Baptism inspires 

us to use our gifts not knowing how they might transform. Our offerings of time, talent, 

and money will gratefully be received. Now is the opportunity to share your gifts to 

further the church’s work and the Spirit’s mission. 

 

Offering: 

If you give by PAR, thank you for your automated giving. Thank you if you give by 

numbered envelope. There are blank envelopes in the pews if you wish to make a 

donation by cash or cheque and we will send you a tax receipt at the end of the year. 
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You may place your offering in the plate at the front of the sanctuary as you leave at the 

end of the service. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

Gracious God, bless what we offer this day. These gifts, though ordinary, are given in 

response to your extraordinary love for us. Through your Spirit, may these gifts be 

transformed to reveal your extraordinary love and may your love be shared in all that 

we say and do. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People: 

Refrain: VU 400  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

This hymn was recorded by Jeff Anderson, the Music Director at the United Church in 

University Place, WA. 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying - YouTube 

 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us power, send us grace! 

 

God of Mystery and Light, we come to you this day in awe and wonder at your beauty 

and your ability to create and recreate all that swirls around us. 

You call us to be in covenant with you—to know and receive your love and to give it 

back to all creation, to each other, and to you. Envelop us this day, surrounding us in 

the safety that is the knowledge that your Spirit is with us as we seek to follow the path 

of Christ. 

So much of your world is lost this day. 

People are lost to each other. 

Children are lost from their parents and caregivers. 

Men and women are lost in their struggle with drugs and alcohol. 

Families are lost because of disagreement, unemployment, and heartbreak. 

Countries are lost in the dust of war; refugees cry out in their loss of home and loss of 

safety. 

But yet, your light shines wherever we are, searching us out as a lighthouse searches for 

a ship at sea. Your grace reminds us that we are worthy to be named—even if you must 

name and rename us so that we hear you calling to us. We are affirmed before we ask 

for affirmation. May we live in awe and wonder at this reality. 

 

This day, we lift up those in our community who feel like they don’t belong: 

because they might not fit in with social norms at either school or work, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIT5-9lIBqY
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because they are controlled by fear and anxiety, 

because they feel alone or judged,  

because they are sick or paralyzed by grief. 

Enable us to be the ones who help others to hear their name being called, to receive 

your love, your hope, and your Spirit of Peace. 

 Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us power, send us grace! 

 

We thank you that you have given us hands that can reach out, eyes that see deep 

beneath the surface, ears that hear truth, mouths that speak justice, and hearts that 

open wide to give and receive your love. Thank you for the will to try again when we 

fail, when we fall, when we need to learn from you and from each other.  

Send your Spirit once again to help us use these gifts for the betterment of your world 

and the coming of your kingdom. In the strong name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 422  God Be With You Till We Meet Again 

The lyricist has this to say of his hymn text: "It was written as a Christian good-bye; it 

was called forth by no person or occasion, but was deliberately composed as a Christian 

hymn on the basis of the etymology of 'good-bye,' which means 'God by with you.' The 

first stanza was sent to two different composers, one of musical note, the other 

[William G. Tomer] wholly unknown and not thoroughly educated in music. I selected 

the composition of the latter, and with some slight changes it was published." Hope you 

enjoy the following performance by Gentri (short for The Gentlemen Trio). 

God Be with You Till We Meet Again - YouTube 
 

1 God be with you till we meet again; 

 loving counsels guide, uphold you, 

 with a shepherd's care enfold you; 

 God be with you till we meet again. 

  Till we meet, till we meet, 

  till we meet at Jesus' feet; 

  till we meet, till we meet, 

  God be with you till we meet again. 

 

2 God be with you till we meet again; 

 unseen wings protecting hide you, 

 daily manna still provide you; 

 God be with you till we meet again.  R 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_4epyOTfYE
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3 God be with you till we meet again; 

 when life's perils thick confound you, 

 put unfailing arms around you; 

 God be with you till we meet again.  R 

  

4 God be with you till we meet again; 

 keep love's banner floating o'er you, 

 smite death's threatening wave before you; 

 God be with you till we meet again. 

  Till we meet, till we meet, 

  till we meet at Jesus' feet; 

  till we meet, till we meet, 

  God be with you till we meet again. 

 

Sending Forth: 

One: We have heard the words of the prophet: Do not fear! 

All: As we go, may we go with courage! 

One: We have heard the story of Jesus’ baptism. 

All: As we go, may we hear our name as a gift. 

 

Benediction: 

May God’s love and grace shine upon you. 

May the Light of Jesus shine from within you. 

May the joy of the Spirit shine all around you. 

And may you and those you love, wherever they might be, remember who you are and 

to whom you belong. 

Amen, Amen,  

and may it be so, this day and forever more. 

 

Online Postlude: Down in the River to Pray 

The song from the film O Brother, Where Art Thou? discussed at the end of the sermon 

is performed by American bluegrass-country singer Alison Krauss on the Grammy-

winning soundtrack album. Although "Down in the River to Pray" has been variously 

described as a Christian folk hymn, an African-American spiritual, an Appalachian 

song, and a Southern gospel song, its earliest-known version appeared in 1867 

published in a collection of spirituals. 

Down To The River To Pray - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flcrUnoAwVk

