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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

January 8, 2023 
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Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Announcements and Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

Greeting: 

One: God is good 
All: all the time.  
One: All the time 
All: God is good. 
 
Time for Reconciliation: 

Long before my people journeyed to this land, Indigenous people were here, and 

they received from their Elders an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that 

surrounds us all that was deep, and rich, and to be treasured. When they shared their 

vision, my people did not hear. My people tried to force Indigenous peoples to be like 

us, and, in so doing, we helped to destroy the vision that made them what they were. 

We are in the midst of a long and painful journey as we reflect on the cries that 

our church did not or would not hear, and how we have behaved as a church. As we 

travel this difficult road of repentance, reconciliation, and healing, we commit 

ourselves to work toward ensuring that we will never again use our power as a church 

to hurt others with attitudes of racial and spiritual superiority.  

We pray that all Indigenous people will hear the sincerity of our words today and 

that they will witness the living out of our apology in our actions in the future. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle: 

One: We light this candle, honouring the One who said, “I am the Light.” 
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Introit: VU 79 “Arise, Your Light is Come” vs 1 

I invite you to arise and sing! Please join in with this exuberant recording from the 

album Voices Together, which includes all four verses. 

Arise Your Light Has Come - YouTube 

 

1 Arise, your light is come! The Spirit's call obey, 

 show forth the glory of your God, which shines on you today. 

 

Call to Worship: (based on Isaiah 60:1-6) 

One: Arise! Shine!  

All: For our Light has come! 

One: The glory of the Lord is in this place.  

All: The glory of the Lord is in you, in me. 

One: See! Be radiant! 

All: Our hearts thrill and rejoice! 

One: Let us worship in gratitude, in joy, together. 

 

Opening Prayer: (All) 

God of all gifts, we give you thanks for the joy of worshipping together this 

day. Throughout time and space, you have called to us to rise up and shine, 

to be light for the world. Today, you continue to call to us, that we might 

inspire others by our rising–that our gifts might join with others as we 

rediscover that we are yours. May this time of worship help us to follow the 

Light, that we might be reenergized and recharged to be your disciples. 

May your Spirit rest upon us now and in all that we say and do. We pray 

these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying:   

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

that trespass against us.  

Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  

Forever and ever. Amen. 

  

Hymn: VU 96 “Will You Come and See the Light” 

British pastor, lecturer, and hymnist Brian Wren set his 1989 text to the tune 

KELVINGROVE, a traditional Scottish melody that you will likely recognize from "Will 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqGSBfD1Xr4
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You Come and Follow Me" by John Bell and Graham Maule. Many thanks to Cathy 

Thomsen, Pat Yerex, and Antonina Cox for their music ministry via Red Deer Lake 

United Church in Calgary. 

Will You Come and See the Light - YouTube 
 

1 Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 

 It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 

 It will be your guiding star, it will show you who you are; 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

2 Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 

 It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 

 By the pyramids of greed there's a longing to be freed; 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

3 Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 

 Though it's shackled out of sight, it is shining well. 

 When the truth is cut and bruised, and the innocent abused, 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

4 Will you join the hope, a light in the young girl's eyes, 

 of the mighty put to flight by a baby's cries? 

 When the lowest and the least are the foremost at the feast, 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

5 Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 

 In the candle lit at night there's a gleam of dawn, 

 and the darkness all about is too dim to put it out: 

 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 

Prayer of Confession: (All) 

Holy One, on this day of Epiphany, we hear a story of travellers who bring 

extravagant gifts to Jesus, which sometimes causes us to think that our 

gifts are not good enough. We hold ourselves to the world’s standards of 

what gifts should be, and fail to see that what we offer is like those early 

gifts—what we offer is the best that we have. So, forgive us when we 

compare ourselves with others. Forgive us when our fear stops us from 

rising up to shine. Inspire us to look at what we have in gratitude, so that 

we might then share these parts of ourselves for your glory and for the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcwxR3z-k28
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transformation of the world that you love so much. We long to be 

reflections of your Light, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance: 

Throughout scripture, we are reminded that grace is God's greatest gift to us. Let us 

draw nearer to that gift, soaking in its light so that we might indeed Arise and Shine! 

 

Exploring the Epiphany Box 

 

Hymn: VU 87 “I Am the Light of the World” 

I love the sentiment behind Jim Strathdee's 1967 hymn: when the Christmas story has 

been told and the seasonal traditions upheld, when the extended family has hugged 

goodbye, and when the decorations have come down and the nativity set has been 

packed up for another year, the true work of Christmas – the sharing of peace, hope, 

love, and joy – is only just beginning. Hope you enjoy this recording performed by the 

composer and by Jean Strathdee, his partner in life and in music ministry. 

I Am the Light of the World - YouTube 
 

 "I am the light of the world! 

You people come and follow me!" 

 If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery 

of what you were meant to do and be. 

 

1 When the song of the angels is stilled, 

 when the star in the sky is gone, 

 when the kings and the shepherds have found their way home, 

 the work of Christmas is begun:  R 

 

2 To find the lost and lonely one, 

 to heal the broken soul with love, 

 to feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 

 to feel the earth below, the sky above!  R 

 

3 To free the prisoner from all chains, 

 to make the powerful care, 

 to rebuild the nations with strength of good will, 

 to see God's children everywhere!  R 

 

4 To bring hope to every task you do, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7n8n6IFHisw
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to dance at a baby's new birth, 

 to make music in an old person's heart, 

 and sing to the colours of the earth!  R 

 

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6 (New International Version) 

 

The Glory of Zion 

60 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 

    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

but the LORD rises upon you 

    and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: 

    All assemble and come to you; 

your sons come from afar, 

    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, 

    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 

the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 

    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, 

    young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come, 

    bearing gold and incense 

    and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. 

 

Scripture: Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 (New International Version) 

 

The Magi Visit the Messiah 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
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where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 

what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their country by another route. 
 
Sermon: “Courageous Enough to Shine”  
 In his book The Darkest Dark, astronaut Chris Hadfield writes about himself 
when he was a child, a child who tries everything he can to stay awake at night because 
he is afraid of what he imagines might be lurking in the dark. Later in the book, Chris 
goes to watch TV at his neighbour’s house—the only TV in his neighbourhood! Can you 
imagine? And his idea of what the dark is like changes because he sees real, live 
astronauts on the moon. He discovers that the dark is where dreams can come true, 
that both the shadows and the stars are beautiful, each in their own way. The dark 
allows him to see his own light and inspires him to decide that someday he will become 
a real astronaut, too. 
 The dark causes Chris to see light in a new way—a way that would change his life 
by enabling him to see his own gifts. 
 This light is what Isaiah was asking his people to see. 
 Isaiah’s people were afraid of the world around them. They were held down by 
empire, struggling to remember that they were God’s people. They felt enveloped in a 
darkness that was overwhelming; somehow, they had to learn to see their inner light 
again. So, Isaiah called them to Arise! and Shine! because in spite of all that was going 
on around them, God’s light was, indeed, deep inside of all of them. It wasn’t a call to 
be perfect, but a call to be authentic in living out who God was calling them to be—to 
follow their inner light that mirrors God’s light. This light is what causes us to shine so 
that we might also help to mirror the light of others, joining us and all of our gifts 
together. Isaiah’s people needed a new way to see themselves. They needed hope for the 
future and who they would eventually become. It would be a journey, an uncovering, of 
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who they would be as God’s people—those who would live lives of compassion and 
generosity toward themselves, each other, and the world around them. 
 In many ways, we encounter a similar journey as we join the Magi in their search 
for the Light. They knew that this light was important for them to follow, even into the 
empire of Rome and King Herod, an empire that played with people’s fears (for people 
are easier to control if they are afraid). 
 When the Magi find Jesus, they bring out their best gifts—gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. They then realize that this light is changing the ways in which they see 
themselves in the world and they know that they can’t go back to Herod, for the light 
that they have seen would challenge his power. So, they go home by a different road—a 
way that transforms them and the people who would hear their story. They could see 
the power, mystery, and beauty of how this light called them to give the very best parts 
of themselves. 
 Both of these stories call us to rise above our fears, to see the beauty in what we 
offer and how what we offer shapes us as disciples. Just like Isaiah’s people, we are not 
called to be perfect, but to arise and shine in all of our imperfect glory, for that’s what 
God asks. God isn’t concerned about what our shine looks like, but God does want us to 
be courageous enough to allow ourselves to be transformed in the rising—to go a 
different way because of the gifts that we share. Like the astronaut, Chris Hadfield, we 
are able to see our realities, both the light and the dark, in ways that enable us to 
explore the very depths of our faith—just as Chris explored the very depths of the 
cosmos. 
 When we rise and shine, we invite others to do the same. Whether we share our 
gifts unintentionally, or better yet with purpose and desire, our light joins with the light 
in others, encouraging giving and gratitude as the very backbones of discipleship. 
Practising gratitude and giving, rising and shining, in response to the call of our God, 
changes us. 
 As disciples of Jesus, it is for us to know that this light, and our best gifts, are 
within us, and only need to come out to be seen. This journey of discipleship is 
following the call to have the courage to share those gifts, to kneel like the Magi, to hear 
the call of Isaiah, not in spite of the world around us, but that the world might be 
transformed. 
 As Chris Hadfield learned, we are never alone; in both the dark and the light, we 
are able to hear the call of God and know that offering our gifts transforms us and the 
way we think about relationships with God and others. May it be so. Amen. 
 
Chris Hadfield and Kate Fillion, The Darkest Dark (Toronto: Tundra Books, 2016). 
 

Hymn: MV 182 “Grateful” 
Tom Tomaszek, the author of this contemporary praise song, has more than thirty 
years experience as a liturgist, musician, youth ministry trainer, and keynote presenter. 
He is the pastoral director and co-founder of The Five Loaves, an online resource for 
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spiritual growth and renewal. Thank you to musicians of Golden Ears United in Maple 
Ridge, BC, for their masterful performance of "Grateful." 
MV 182 Grateful - YouTube 
 
 Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy Son, 
 joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love. 
 Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy Word, 
 joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you. 
 
1 You are more than we imagine, Ancient, Holy, Living God. 
 Even when we doubt your presence you are faithful to your Word.  R 
 
2 May our lives proclaim your justice, may our voices sing your praise. 
 May our hands work in your service to the glory of your name.  R 
 
Offering Invitation: 
We are indeed recipients of God’s grace and generosity. But in receiving, we are also 
called to give, to share, and to live lives of gratitude, for this is the backbone of 
discipleship. Like the Magi, we give what we have, not knowing how our giving will 
shape lives and transform us and the world. All offerings of time, talent, and treasure 
will gratefully be received. Now is the opportunity to courageously share your gifts to 
further the church’s work and the Spirit’s mission. 
 
Offertory: MV 191 “What Can I Do?” 
I just had to share another recording by musicians of Golden Ears United because of 
how joyous and fun their interpretation of Paul Rumbolt and Michele McCarthy's hymn 
is! The vocalists are accompanied by piano, drum kit, and tambourine. 
MV 191 What Can I do - YouTube 
 
 What can I do? What can I bring? 
 What can I say? What can I sing? 
 I'll sing with joy. I'll say a prayer. 
 I'll bring my love. I'll do my share. 
 
Prayer of Dedication of Offering: (All) 
Great giver of gifts, bless what we offer this day. Through your Spirit, may 
all that we offer be transformed and, along with us, help continue the 
ministry to which you have called us. May all that is given truly enable your 
mission to love and serve your world. Amen. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cNT8NSG2QE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwO9pDphRZs
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Prayers of the People: 
Gracious God, you are the one who separated Light and Darkness at creation, the 

one who declares all of creation to be good. You are the one who reminds us of the 
vastness of that creation each time we look at the stars, or attempt to count grains of 
sand. You are the one who gave the Magi the star to follow and the courage to journey 
together, leading them to a child who would change how they would see themselves 
and others and how they would respond with their own gifts, a child who would give 
them a glimpse at what it is like to listen to a voice other than the one that seems to be 
in control. In this time of prayer, we ask for similar courage: courage for our world, our 
communities, our families, and ourselves 

Wondrous God, as we look out into the world, we see many places, many 
situations where courage is needed, where differences are clashing, where gifts are 
being hoarded and squandered, not shared as they are meant to be and used in ways 
that tear down rather than build up. May your Spirit rest in all of these situations and 
places. May gifts be redistributed and shared in ways that bring people peace and you 
glory. 

Mysterious God, as we look around in our communities, we see people hurting, 
people working hard, people pushed to the edges, endangered because of who they are, 
because of who they love, because of the colour of their skin, because of what they 
believe. Again, we see gifts hoarded and squandered because of the unwillingness to 
share, unwillingness to change, and unwillingness to truly love our neighbours. Like 
the Magi, we must change our paths. May gifts be redistributed and shared in ways that 
change minds, open hearts, and bring you glory. 

Compassionate God, we turn our focus now to ourselves and those we love, for 
we, too, need your transformation, grace, and love. As we look inward, we see 
situations that have caused hurt, pain, and sighs too deep for words. Even in our midst, 
we see gifts that are hoarded and squandered, people who are afraid to share their gifts 
because of fear. We see gifts that aren’t shared until it’s too late. May our own gifts be 
redistributed and shared in ways that mend relationships, help broken hearts to heal, 
and help us to see ourselves as worthy and able to truly love you and our world. 

God who weaves all of our prayers together, may you gather all of these prayers, 
both spoken and held in our hearts, and weave your courage into them, so that new 
paths and new gifts are both revealed and shared for the transformation of this world 
and the coming of your reign. In the name of Jesus, the courageous one, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: VU 679 “Let There Be Light” 
Now is your chance to really flex your vocal muscles: I invite you to sing along to 
Robert Aszmies' piano track for this hymn. (Note: Robert plays the melody once, then 
the lyrics for verses 1-2 and 5-6 appear in the video.) This 1968 hymn was written by 
two Canadians who performed together as chorister and music director and who wrote 
a number of hymns together: Francis Wheeler Davis and Robert Fleming. Perhaps the 
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tune's title, CONCORD, reflects both the hymn subject and the composers' working 
relationship. 
Let There Be Light #572 Common Praise 1998 CONCORD Frances Wheeler Davis 
Robert J B Fleming 47 76 - YouTube 
 
1 Let there be light, let there be understanding, 
 let all the nations gather, let them be face to face; 
 
2 open our lips, open our minds to ponder, 
 open the door of concord opening into grace; 
 
3 perish the sword, perish the angry judgement, 
 perish the bombs and hunger, perish the fight for gain; 
 
4 hallow our love, hallow the deaths of martyrs, 
 hallow their holy freedom, hallowed be your name; 
 
5 your kingdom come, your spirit turn to language, 
 your people speak together, your spirit never fade; 
 
6 let there be light, open our hearts to wonder, 
 perish the way of terror, hallow the world God made. 
 
Sending Forth: 
One: We have heard the words of the prophet: Arise and Shine! 
All: As we go, may we too Arise and Shine! 
One: We have heard the story of the Magi sharing their gifts. 
All: As we go, may our gifts be shared with all. 
 
Benediction: 
May God’s love and grace shine upon you. 
May the Light of Jesus shine from within you. 
May the joy of the Spirit shine all around you. 
And may you and those you love, wherever they might be, remember to share your gifts 
for all the world to see. 
 
Amen, Amen,  
and may it be so, 
this day and forever more. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4bzJqikm08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4bzJqikm08
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Closing: “Go Now in Peace” (Don Besig and Nancy Price) 
This beautiful benediction is performed by the Harold Flammer Singers, and the 
accompanying video provides lyrics if you wish to sing along. 
Go Now In Peace / Don Besig and Nancy Price - YouTube 
 
Postlude: “I Wonder as I Wander” (arr. Brent Edstrom) 
 
Online Postlude: “I Wonder as I Wander” 
A fragment of this Appalachian carol was collected in Murphy, North Carolina, in 1933 
when John Jacob Niles asked Annie Morgan, a young travelling evangelist, to sing a 
line or three repeatedly until he had memorized them. Niles later adapted and 
expanded that fragment into a hauntingly beautiful hymn that is usually sung at 
Christmas, but which I for some reason associate with Epiphany… probably because of 
the references to the Star and the fact that the speaker is reflecting back on the events 
of Christmas. I hope you enjoy Joan Baez's performance from her studio album Noel 
(1966). 
I Wonder as I Wander (Joan Baez) - YouTube 
 

* * * * 
 

Announcements: 
 
Reminder: If you write a report for the Annual Report please have it into the office by 
January 22nd. Thank you. 
 
Tuesday January 10th, 9:30 am Worship Committee meeting in the parlour. 
 
Tuesday January 17th, 7:30 pm Board Meeting on Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service adapted from Called to Be the Church: The Journey © 2021 The United Church of 
Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial 
Share Alike Licence: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQg2XqZcZjI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvADhdoQ8n0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca

