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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Saturday Dec. 24, 2022 
Christmas Eve Family Service 

Carlisle 4:00/ Kilbride 5:30  
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 
  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
 
Welcome: 
Greetings! Whether you are a regular attendee, this is your first time or your first time 
back in a while, you are welcome here! For the truth this night is that God has invited 
us all to new birth and that makes us all the same – humans on a life path who yearn 
for the messages of God, bringing more hope, more people, more joy and more love to 
our lives. Let this be a moment of knowing these can be yours for you are loved by God! 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 67  Silent Night, Holy Night 
JeRonelle McGhee, who competed on the American reality television show The Four, 
sings a stunning version of this old German carol during a holiday gathering. 
JeRonelle leaves the crowd SPEECHLESS with 'Silent Night' - YouTube 
 
1 Silent night! Holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight: 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
 Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 
 
3 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feyZ3A0q7bE
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 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
  
Call to Worship: 
One: It was a Holy night, but it wasn’t likely very silent. 
After all, a baby was being born!  In an Animal stall no less! So there was probably a 
cow and maybe some chickens – and they sure aren’t quiet! And, as if that wasn’t 
enough, there were Angels and Shepherds and Sheep and we all know Sheep are not 
very quiet. But in all that ruckus, it was definitely a Holy night. 
     All: This is a Holy night, but we don’t need to be very quiet. 
One: So – in the midst of laughter and squawking and singing, 
We come to sing praise and hear the story and be a little noisy. 
      All: Because this is the Holiest night, we can rejoice and be noisy! 
 
Hymn: VU 60  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Celtic Worship offers a wonderfully energetic rendition of verses 1, 3, and 5 of "O Come, 
All Ye Faithful." Bet you can't help but sing along or, at the very least, tap those toes! 
You may already know that this hymn was originally written in Latin as "Adeste 
Fideles" and dates from the 1700s. What may be new to you, however, is that the hymn 
was not printed using more modern musical notation, but with the square notation 
typical of medieval manuscripts. If you are interested, take a look at an image of the 
opening (note: begins partway down the page at the capital "A"), which I found in a 
lengthy but interesting history on Hymnology Archive. 
O Come All Ye Faithful (Official Music Video) | Celtic Worship - YouTube 
 
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
 come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
2 God of God, light of light, 
 lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
 very God, begotten, not created:   
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
 glory to God in the highest:   
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/5b11858da2772cf01402ee6e/1606252752188-OBXL96U84YUJM8KH4RV1/Stephen-AdesteFidelesStudy-1947-10b.jpg?format=750w
https://www.hymnologyarchive.com/adeste-fideles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFLq33xP35g
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4 See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, 
 leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
 we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;   
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
5 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:   
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle Wreath:   
 Voice 1: 
“Do not be afraid; for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.”  
Voice 2: 
What gifts does Jesus bring to the new world? 
Multiple Voices: 
Jesus brings hope for the future, peace like a river, 
joy everlasting, and love for all. 
Voice 2: 
Christmas is the beginning of this new world, a better world, 
that we are boldly invited to create together 
as followers of the Christ child. 
Voice 1: 
May it be so. 
(All candles including the Christ candle are lit.) 
Voice 2: 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 6  A Candle is Burning  v.1-5 
I invite you to sing along with Yvonne Milley as she performs this familiar hymn for 
Whitbourne pastoral charge, NL. 
Voices United 6 A Candle is Burning - YouTube 
 
1  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  
 a candle of hope in December's dark night. 
 While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,  
 our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh.  
 
2  A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  
 a candle to signal that conflict must cease:  
 for Jesus is coming to show us the way;  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtpRlQ0F6nI
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 a message of peace humbly laid in the hay.  
 
3  A candle is burning, a candle of joy,  
 a candle to welcome brave Mary's new boy. 
 Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow  
 as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow. 
 
4  A candle is burning, a candle of love,  
 a candle to point us to heaven above.  
 A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth,  
 for Jesus is bringing God's love to our earth. 
 
5  We honour Messiah with Christ-candle's flame,  
 our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim.  
 O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night, 
 as God comes among us, the Christian's true light. 
 
Special Music: Kilbride: Kaiha Kalinskas; Carlisle: Choir Anthem 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, 
alight within us your flame of love this day. 
Grant us openness to hear your message. 
Grant us courage to be your messengers in the world, 
creating more love in the midst of fear. 
 
Hymn: VU 75  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night  v.1-4 
Sometimes you just need a traditional, candlelit choir… like in this video by King's 
College Cambridge. In this particular Lessons and Carols service, I love the added fifth 
verse with its descant sung by the boys of the choir. 
King's College Cambridge 2011 #9 While Shepherd's watched their flocks by night - 
YouTube 

 
1 While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
 all seated on the ground, 
 the angel of the Lord came down, 
 and glory shone around. 
 
2 'Fear not,' said he, for mighty dread 
 had seized their troubled mind; 
 'glad tidings of great joy I bring 
 to you and humankind. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wevr3Vt37Ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wevr3Vt37Ec
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3 'To you in David's town this day 
 is born of David's line 
 a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
 and this shall be the sign: 
 
4 'The heavenly babe you there shall find 
 to human view displayed, 
 all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands, 
 and in a manger laid.' 
 
The Christmas Story   
 
Hymn: VU 69  Away in a Manger 
This quintet of gentlemen is known as the Gaither Vocal Band, a southern gospel group 
founded in 1981 and named after its founder, Bill Gaither. This particular hymn is 
strongly associated with two different melodies; the one used in this recording is 
shared by "A Candle Is Burning." 
Away In A Manger (Live At Studio C, Gaither Studios, Alexandria, IN/2021) - YouTube 
 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
 and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay 
 close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
Hymn: VU 38  Angels we Have Heard on High 
This recording is from Christmas Day 2021 at Times Square Church in New York City, 
where Grammy Award-winning gospel singer CeCe Winans headlined a "Christmas on 
Broadway" concert. Hope you enjoy this high-octane performance! If you wish to sing 
along with this traditional 18th-century French carol, Winans and company perform 
verses 1, 3, and 4… in amongst some added glorias! 
Angels We Have Heard on High | Times Square Worship - YouTube 
 
1 Angels we have heard on high 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cpp6lI7GKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEKqHLJouDc
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 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heavenly song?   
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
 Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.   
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
4 See him in a manger laid, 
 whom the choirs of angels praise; 
 Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
 while our hearts in love we raise.   
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
Hymn: VU 64  O Little Town of Bethlehem  v.1, 2, 4 
An absolute classic: "O Little Town of Bethlehem" crooned over the airwaves by Ol' 
Blue Eyes. What artists feature on your personal Christmas compilation album? 
Frank Sinatra - O Little Town Of Bethlehem (Visualizer) - YouTube 
 
1  O little town of Bethlehem, 
  how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
  the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
  the everlasting light; 
 the hopes and fears of all the years 
  are met in thee tonight. 
 
2 For Christ is born of Mary; 
  and gathered all above, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3mlOZhJy2k
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 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
  their watch of wondering love. 
 O morning stars, together 
  proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the King, 
  and peace to all on earth. 
 
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
  descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in; 
  be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
  the great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, 
  our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
Holy Communion: 
One: I believe there are angels among us 
Sent down to us from somewhere up above 
They come to you and me in our toughest hours 
To show us how to live, to teach us how to give 
To guide us with a light of love 
 
In this moment of gathering together,  
we remember those who are not here with us tonight: 
loved ones that seem too far away, 
those who have little food, shelter or company this night, 
those who are suffering in body, mind or spirit, 
those who are living in fear and threat or reality of violence, 
those who wonder if they are loved. 
In this silence, we call them to mind in the quiet of our hearts. 
   (Silence) 
“We hear the message of God, 
     All: Do not be afraid.” 
One: Tonight, we come to share in the gifts of God. For the life of Jesus became the true 
gift. The gift of God’s grace, God’s Spirit, God’s presence is ours to share always. All are 
invited to the table of Jesus. 
 
One: May the God of silent nights be with you! 
     All: May the God of herald angels be with you! 
One: Open your hearts to the One born in the little town of Bethlehem. 
     All: May Emmanuel come to abide in our hearts. 
One: Join all believers in singing of our joy this night. 
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     All: May our voices blend with those of the angels and shepherds. 
One: With all the shepherds and the angels, with our ancestors and all those born and 
yet to be born, we raise our voices in song: (VU 934) 
 
 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest! Bless’d is the one  

who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
One: God, you spoke what was in your imagination and stars were born!  
Stars swirling in galaxies!  
In those galaxies, from those stars, planets and moons were born.  
In this galaxy, Earth was born.  
 
Rocks and water and dirt and plants and animals rose up out of the stardust!  
Sheep gathering on hillsides, stars glittering in the night skies, 
Seahorses frolicking in warm waters. And people!   
Born in your love, we grew and loved and lived.   
 
You gave us a story of love and sharing and caring,  
but we wrote other stories of greed and fear and unhappiness.  
So you kept sending prophets – people who reminded us of your story of love and some 
listened but many did not. So long ago on a special night, Jesus was born to tell us 
again of the greatest story of all: Your story of love.   
 
That baby Jesus grew up and became a man who listened and cared deeply and loved 
everyone. Absolutely everyone! He would let people know when they were not being 
loving to others, but he still loved them and prayed they would love as he did. 
Many people were healed and many people learned to love God and one another.   
 
But many people were mad at what Jesus said and were afraid he would make trouble 
for the people, so they planned to arrest him and kill him.  
On the night before that happened, Jesus was with his friends and disciples sharing 
supper and Jesus held up their bread and told them: This is my body born for you. 
Whenever you eat this bread, remember me. And he took a cup of wine and said: This 
is my blood poured out for you. Whenever you drink, remember me.   
   

Christ was born, that we might see 
               hope in the flesh; 

Christ lived, that we might hear 
               grace spoken aloud; 

Christ died, that we might feel 
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               the breaking of God's heart; 
Christ is risen, that we might know 

               that the promises are true; 
Christ will come again, that we 

               might be blessed as God's children. 
 
Partaking of the Bread and Juice: 
Everyone is welcome here. Please come forward by the aisle on your right and return to 
your seat by the aisle on your left. The ushers will help you know when to move 
forward. As you come forward cup your hands to receive the bread, eat the bread, then 
take a glass of juice and drink it. There is a basket on the first pew where you can place 
your used glass. If you wish only a blessing, please cross your hands on your chest or 
fold them together as a prayer and I will give a blessing instead of bread. We have 
gluten free rice wafers available as needed.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Hymn: VU 43  Go Tell It on the Mountain 
There are so many options available for Christmas recordings that it is difficult to 
choose! Here is one version of the 19th-century spiritual "Go Tell It on the Mountain" by 
Grammy Award-winning Christian southern rock and country musician Zach Williams. 
Zach Williams - Go Tell It on the Mountain (Official Music Video) - YouTube 
 
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, 
  over the hills and everywhere. 
  Go, tell it on the mountain 
  that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  R 
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Saviour's birth!  R 
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born, 
 and God sent our salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  R 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXBzrutelZA
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Benediction: 
As you go, may the Angels rush in with their hands full of stars to light your way into 
Christmas. 
 
Online Postlude: A Child is Born (Celtic Worship) 
This track appears on the album Come Behold: Christmas Collaborations, Celtic 
Worship's most recent release. We are certainly blessed to have so many incredible 
musicians out in the world sharing their craft like this ensemble. I hope you enjoy their 
heartfelt offering and that you and your family have a blessed Christmas. 
A Child is Born (Official Music Video) | Celtic Worship - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xOdbaLPJ1E

