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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Dec. 18, 2022 

9:30 @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 

Advent Four – Love  

 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 
Time for Reconciliation:   

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the 

Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, the Attawandaron (Neutral) Nation, and the 

Mississaugas of the New Credit. May we continue to work for justice and reconciliation 

with our indigenous brothers and sisters. 

 

Gathering Song: VU 10  Prepare the Way of the Lord 
The Director of Music at Trinity Lutheran Church in Everett, WA, sings this round with 
her daughter. How interesting that a hymn can be equally appropriate for both Advent 
and Palm Sunday. 
Palm Sunday Round: Prepare the Way of the Lord - YouTube 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord! 
Make a straight path for him, make a straight path; 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 
Advent Candle Lighting: Love 
 
Voice 1: 
“Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19) 
Voice 2: 
What does love feel like in the new world? 
Voice 1: 
Love feels like knowing I am a sacred piece of a magnificent whole. 
Love feels like acceptance and gratitude. 
Love feels like being cherished. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XixuvfxLJ4
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Voice 2: 
Advent is the beginning of this new world, a better world, 
where you, and me, and all of God’s creation are treasured and beloved. 
Voice 1: 
May it be so. 

(First, Second, Third & Fourth Advent candles are lit.) 
Voice 2: 
Amen. 
 

Sung Response: VU 6  A Candle is Burning v. 1, 2, 3, 4 

These lyrics were composed in 1986 by Sandra Dean, a former Director of Music at 

Southminster United Church in Ottawa. Feel free to sing along with Haewook Kim's 

instrumental track. 

#6 A Candle Is Burning, Voices United (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 
1  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  

 a candle of hope in December's dark night. 

 While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,  

 our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

2 A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  

 a candle to signal that conflict must cease:  

 for Jesus is coming to show us the way;  

 a message of peace humbly laid in the hay. 

 

3  A candle is burning, a candle of joy,  

 a candle to welcome brave Mary's new boy. 

 Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow  

 as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow. 

 

4  A candle is burning, a candle of love,  

 a candle to point us to heaven above.  

 A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth,  

 for Jesus is bringing God's love to our earth. 

 

Call to Worship: 

One: O Love that shows itself in so many ways, 

     All: we gather in the shelter of your wings, 

One: seeking, finding, giving, receiving. 

     All: We are each an expression of your love. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6i_6Bvnoes
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One: Give us the grace to open our hearts 

      All: so you may be born in us this day. Amen. 

 

Hymn: VU 35  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

I invite you to sing along with Guardian Angels Music Ministry, a group that shares 

their performances under the YouTube user name "Virtual Angels." This arrangement 

and additional text is by Marty Haugen, and you may notice that a couple of the 

choristers are even singing in ASL. 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice - YouTube 
 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice! 

 Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! 

 Jesus Christ is born today. 

 Ox and ass before him bow, 

 and he is in the manger now. 

 Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice! 

 Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! 

 Jesus Christ was born for this! 

 He hath opened heaven's door, 

 and we are blest forevermore. 

 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice! 

 Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! 

 Jesus Christ was born to save! 

 Calls you one and calls you all 

 to gain his everlasting hall. 

 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!  

 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

 

Choral Response: VU 37  Gloria 

This 1978 Taizé response by Jacques Berthier is sung in a canon by Pax Cantorum at 

Pax Christi Catholic Church in Rochester, Minnesota. 

"Gloria, Gloria" (Berthier) - 'Pax Cantorum' - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjmvJ8zjPmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y66Z-NQHyQ4
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Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Story: The Christmas Moccasins 

 

Hymn: MV 158  I Am a Child of God 

Cian Horrobin and Marty Smyth from Forest Grove United in Toronto offer this 

recording of Bruce and Cheryl Harding's hymn. As you sing along, I invite you to reflect 

on the words themselves: What does it mean to be a child of God? an endless prayer? 

an angry voice…? 

I am a child of God - More Voice #157 - YouTube 

 

1  I am a child of God,  

I am a glimpse of God’s new creation, 

I am a child of God,  

I am a child of God.  

 

2  I am an endless prayer,  

I am a yearning for contemplation,  

I am an endless prayer,   

I am an endless prayer.   

 

3 I am an angry voice,  

I am compassion and consternation,  

I am an angry voice,  

I am an angry voice.  

 

4  I am a cry for peace,  

I am commitment and dedication,  

I am a cry for peace,  

I am a cry for peace.  

 

 5  I am a song of joy,   

I am the moment of jubilation,  

I am a song of joy,   

I am a song of joy. 

 

Prayer of Illumination: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aY_6zbjC6U4
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Speak to us, Lord. 

Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 

the hoping, the longing, 

the sorrow, the sighing, the rejoicing. 

Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 

and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen. 

 

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah* took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 

to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’  
24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 

took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 

son; and he named him Jesus. 

  

Reflection 

 

Hymn: VU 73  The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy 

Ten years ago Gaither Music TV offered up an energetic version of this hymn led by 

Babbie Mason and Jessy Dixon, and it certainly deserves another listen today! 

According to Hymnary.org, the source is a West Indian spiritual that was written down 

in 1942 when James Bryce sang it at age 92. 

Babbie Mason, Jessy Dixon - The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy [Live] - YouTube 

 

1 The virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

 the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

 the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

 and they say that his name is Jesus. 

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

javascript:void(0);
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgO14-LGsHs
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   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

  Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

 

2 The angels sang when the baby was born, 

 the angels sang when the baby was born, 

 the angels sang when the baby was born, 

 and they say that his name is Jesus.   

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

  Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

 

3 The shepherds came where the baby was born, 

 the shepherds came where the baby was born, 

 the shepherds came where the baby was born, 

 and they say that his name is Jesus.   

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

  Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 

  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 

   he come from the glorious kingdom. 

 

Stewardship Sentence: God loved the world so much that God gave. Why do you 

give? How does your giving expand love?  

 

We thank you for the ways you give. If you use an envelope, you can place it in the 

offering plate as you leave. If you give by PAR, thank you – it is the most reliable way 

we can support our ministry to the community. If you are not using PAR, please 

consider this convenient way to make sure your giving reflects your intentions. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

God of many gifts, we thank you for your gift of hope. 

May our giving today be a sign of hope, here and everywhere. Amen. 
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Offertory Response: (sung to VU 541) 

These lyrics are sung to the tune of "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow," here 

performed on violin and piano by Carol Osborne and Cameron Davidson. 
The Doxology (Instrumental) | Cameron Davidson and Carol Osborne | Timberline 

Church - YouTube 
 

Hope in our faith so filled with awe. 

Hope in the promise of our God.  

Hope for these gifts we offer here.  

Use them and us throughout the year.   

 

Prayers of the People:  by Thom Shuman  

You watched in silence, 

   until you spoke in dreams, 

   sang through angels, 

   and cried a newborn’s lusty wails. 

 

You were born for us, 

   not to sit in power, 

      but next to the bullied 

      on school buses; 

   not with a silver spoon in your mouth, 

      but with words of justice, 

      with songs for hope for the grieving. 

 

You come, like the cold wind of winter, 

or a warm breeze in the spring, 

   to feed hungry souls 

      with the bread of heaven; 

   to share peace with those 

      filled with bitterness and fear. 

 

You came in love to us, for us, to be with us, 

God in Community, Holy in One, 

so come to us again, as we pray saying, 

(The Lord’s Prayer) 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 48  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g1RCSynm6GE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g1RCSynm6GE
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Hope you like this joyful arrangement performed by Norton Hall Band, a worship band 

from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Did you know 

that Charles Wesley's original lyrics for "Hymn for Christmas-Day," as it was titled in 

1739, began with the line, "Hark how all the Welkin rings"? This was changed to the 

familiar "Hark! the Herald Angels sing" fifteen years later when George Whitefield 

published it in another hymn collection. ("Welkin" is an old word for "sky" or 

"heaven.") 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing - Norton Hall Band - YouTube 
 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 

 'Glory to the newborn King, 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled!' 

 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

 join the triumph of the skies; 

 with the angelic host proclaim, 

 'Christ is born in Bethlehem!' 

  Hark! the herald angels sing, 

  'Glory to the newborn King!' 

 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 late in time behold him come, 

 offspring of a virgin's womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

 hail, the incarnate deity, 

 pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Emmanuel!   

  Hark! the herald angels sing, 

  'Glory to the newborn King!' 

 

3 Hail, the heavenborn Prince of Peace! 

 Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

 Light and life to all he brings, 

 risen with healing in his wings. 

 Mild he lays his glory by, 

 born that we no more may die, 

 born to raise us from the earth, 

 born to give us second birth.   

  Hark! the herald angels sing, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqygsGixSHA
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  'Glory to the newborn King!' 

 

Benediction: 

Joy is now in every place; the light of promise shines 

on every wall and window and door. So does that same light 

shine in each and every heart gathered here. 

Let us go into God’s world to share that same light, 

the light of the One who comes. Amen. 

 

Online Postlude: Of the Father's Love Begotten 

This carol originated from an ancient Latin poem that was later translated and paired 

with a medieval plainchant melody called "Divinum mysterium." The video is based on 

an arrangement by Paul Wohlgemuth and performed by Kinnara, a professional 

chamber choir based out of Atlanta, Georgia, and led by Artistic Director J.D. Burnett. 

Of the Father's Love Begotten (Divinum Mysterium) - arr. Paul Wohlgemuth - Kinnara 

- YouTube 
 

* * * * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUMz2NDQHHY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUMz2NDQHHY

