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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Dec. 11, 2022 

9:30 @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 

Advent Three -  

 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 
Time for Reconciliation:   

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the 

Haudenosaunee, Anishanabe, the Attawandaron (Neutral) Nation, and the 

Mississaugas of the New Credit. May we continue to work for justice and reconciliation 

with our indigenous brothers and sisters. 

 

Gathering Song: VU 10  Prepare the Way of the Lord 
The Director of Music at Trinity Lutheran Church in Everett, WA, sings this round with 
her daughter. How interesting that a hymn can be equally appropriate for both Advent 
and Palm Sunday. 
Palm Sunday Round: Prepare the Way of the Lord - YouTube 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord! 
Make a straight path for him, make a straight path; 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 
Advent Candle Lighting: Joy 
Voice 1: 
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting.” (Isaiah 
35:1‒2) 
Voice 2: 
What does joy feel like in the new world? 
Multiple Voices: 
Joy feels like everlasting love. 
Joy feels like the freedom to be who God created me to be. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XixuvfxLJ4
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Joy feels like sharing love and kindness. 
Joy feels like pride. 
Voice 2: 
Advent is the beginning of this new world, a better world, 
where joy boldly bubbles up in unexpected places. 
Voice 1: 
May it be so. 
         (First, Second & Third Advent candles are lit.) 
Voice 2: 
Amen. 
 
Sung Response: VU 6  A Candle is Burning v. 1, 2, 3 

I invite you to sing along with Lisa Stieve, pastor's wife and music minister for Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Frankfort, Michigan. 

A Candle Is Burning (Advent 3) - YouTube 
 

1  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  

 a candle of hope in December's dark night. 

 While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,  

 our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

2 A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  

 a candle to signal that conflict must cease:  

 for Jesus is coming to show us the way;  

 a message of peace humbly laid in the hay. 

 

3  A candle is burning, a candle of joy,  

 a candle to welcome brave Mary's new boy. 

 Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow  

 as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow. 

 

Call to Worship: (Isaiah 35) 

One: The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad. 

     All: The desert shall rejoice and blossom. 

One: Like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly 

     All: and rejoice with joy and singing! 

One: Say to those who are of a fearful heart  

      All: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 

One: May we follow the way, the Holy way. 

     All: May we obtain Joy and Gladness! Amen! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U18xnfY7-GA
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Hymn: VU 36  Angels from the Realms of Glory 

This week the Village Chapel in Nashville released this praise band video of "Angels 

from the Realms of Glory," a hymn dating from 1816. Hymnist James Montgomery 

wrote this Christmas and Epiphany text and published it on Christmas Eve in the 

newspaper he edited, the Sheffield Iris. Did you know that it was based on "Angels We 

Have Heard on High" and was originally sung to that tune for over fifty years? 

"Angels from the Realms of Glory" - The Village Chapel Worship - YouTube 
 

1  Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

 ye who sang creation's story, 

 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

  come and worship, come and worship, 

  worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

 watching o'er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing, 

 yonder shines the infant Light:   

come and worship, come and worship, 

  worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations; 

 brighter visions beam afar; 

 seek the great desire of nations; 

 ye have seen his natal star:   

come and worship, come and worship, 

  worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

 watching long in hope and fear, 

 suddenly the Lord, descending, 

 in his temple shall appear:   

come and worship, come and worship, 

  worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

 

Choral Response: VU 37  Gloria 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fP7-IHxZOc
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This 1978 Taizé response by Jacques Berthier is sung in a canon by Pax Cantorum at 

Pax Christi Catholic Church in Rochester, Minnesota. 

"Gloria, Gloria" (Berthier) - 'Pax Cantorum' - YouTube 
 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Prayer of Illumination: 

Speak to us, Lord. 

Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 

the hoping, the longing, 

the sorrow, the sighing, the rejoicing. 

Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 

and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen. 

 

Scripture: Luke 1: 26-38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 

one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 

what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said 

to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 

this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

 

Hymn: VU 14  To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary 

Andrea LeBlanc plays/sings the first four verses of this Annunciation carol. The lyrics 

were penned in 1984 by Gracia Grindal, who has served as a professor of pastoral 

theology and communications at Luther-Northwestern Seminary (MN) as well as a 

professor of English and a poet-in-residence at Luther College (IA). She also helped 

produced Lutheran and Methodist hymnals (published 1978 and 1989, respectively). 

To a Maid Whose Name was Mary - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y66Z-NQHyQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pv7IkHe4cGE
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1 To a maid whose name was Mary, 

  the angel Gabriel came. 

 "Fear not," the angel told her, 

  "I come to bring good news, 

 good news I come to tell you, 

  good news, I say, good news. 

 

2 "For you are highly favoured 

  by God the Lord of all, 

 who even now is with you. 

  You are on earth most blest, 

 you are most blest, most blessed, 

  God chose you, you are blest!" 

 

3 But Mary was most troubled 

  to hear the angel's word. 

 What was the angel saying? 

  It troubled her to hear, 

 to hear the angel's message, 

  it troubled her to hear. 

 

4 "Fear not, for God is with you, 

  and you shall bear a child. 

 His name shall be called Jesus, 

  God's offspring from on high. 

 And he shall reign forever, 

  forever reign on high." 

 

5 "How shall this be," said Mary, 

  "that I should be with child?" 

 The angel answered quickly, 

  "The power of the Most High 

 will come upon you shortly, 

  your child shall be God's child." 

 

6 As Mary heard the angel, 

  she wondered at his words. 

 "Behold, I am your handmaid," 

  she said unto her God. 
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 "So be it, I am ready 

  according to your word." 

 

Scripture: Luke 1:39-44 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 

the child in my womb leaped for joy.  

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn: Angels Come (Lyrics by Allison Playfair; Tune: VU 182 Caswell) 

Many thanks to Haewook Kim for posting an instrumental version of "Stay with Us 

through the Night," the tune of which Allison used to set her lyrics for "Angels Come." I 

invite you to sing along with the clarinet melody, using the text below. 

#182 Stay with Us through the Night Easter Hymns (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 

Angels come in the night 

Angels with great delight 

touch   our   minds   

   in our dreaming 

turning sorrow into joy 

 

Angels know peace is near 

Angels speak to our fear 

An - gels   calm   

   all our trembling 

with their song of peace for all 

 

Angels come clothed in light 

Angels come shining bright 

they   bring   news  

   of good tidings 

that will set the people free 

 

Angels come to the earth 

Angels speak of the birth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lIPI5eDZYWs
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An - gels   sing   

   of the promise 

that sweet Jesus soon will come 

 

Stewardship Sentence:  

We thank you for the ways you give. If you use envelopes, you can place it in the 

offering plate as you leave. If you give by PAR, thank you – it is the most reliable way 

we can support our ministry to the community. If you are not using PAR, please 

consider this convenient way to make sure your givings reflect your intentions. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

God of many gifts, we thank you for your gift of hope. 

May our giving today be a sign of hope, here and everywhere. Amen. 

 

Offertory Response: (sung to VU 541) 

These lyrics are sung to the tune of "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow," here 

arranged for cello and piano by Dan Musselman. 

Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow - Cello and Piano = arr. by Dan Musselman 

- YouTube 

 

Hope in our faith so filled with awe. 

Hope in the promise of our God.  

Hope for these gifts we offer here.  

Use them and us throughout the year.   

 

Prayers of the People:  

 

Closing Hymn: VU 59  Joy to the World 

For those who enjoy a little country, here is a Gaither Music TV video of Josh Turner 

performing "Joy to the World" for "Live at the Grove" in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. In 

the late 20th century this hymn was named the most published Christmas hymn in 

North America! 

Joy To The World (Live At The Grove, Murfreesboro, TN / 2022) - YouTube 
 

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 

 let earth receive her King! 

 Let every heart prepare him room, 

 and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

 and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AETftIBlPLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AETftIBlPLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1RQrLjRbSQ
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2 Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 

 let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

 nor thorns infest the ground: 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the earth with truth and grace, 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

Benediction: 

Joy is now in every place; the light of promise shines 

on every wall and window and door. So does that same light 

shine in each and every heart gathered here. 

Let us go into God’s world to share that same light, 

the light of the One who comes. Amen. 

 

Online Postlude: Ode to Joy to the World 

The world can always use a little more joy! Hope you enjoy listening to "Joy to the 

World" again, this time combined with "Ode to Joy" and performed by the Piano Guys, 

a duo consisting of pianist Jon Schmidt and cellist Steven Sharp Nelson. They are 

joined by a whole host of amazing musicians: bell ringers, choir, guitarist, trumpeter, 

percussionists…. It is glorious! 

Ode To Joy To The World (With Choir & Bell Ringers) The Piano Guys - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyVEKsNFDjw

