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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Dec. 4, 2022 

9:30 @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 

Advent Two - Peace 

 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 
Time for Reconciliation:   

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the 

Haudenosaunee, Anishanabe, the Attawandaron (Neutral) Nation, and the 

Mississaugas of the New Credit. May we continue to work for justice and reconciliation 

with our indigenous brothers and sisters. 

 

Gathering Song: VU 10  Prepare the Way of the Lord 
The Director of Music at Trinity Lutheran Church in Everett, WA, sings this round with 
her daughter. How interesting that a hymn can be equally appropriate for both Advent 
and Palm Sunday. 
Palm Sunday Round: Prepare the Way of the Lord - YouTube 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord! 
Make a straight path for him, make a straight path; 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 
Advent Candle Lighting: Peace 
Voice 1: 
“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 
the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6) 

What does peace look like in the new world? 
Voice 2: (Allison) 
Peace looks like a flowing river where every living thing has what that they need to 
flourish. Peace looks like a place where those who are weak are not afraid of those who 
are strong. Peace looks like good conversations around big tables. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XixuvfxLJ4
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Voice 1: 
Advent is the beginning of this new world, a better world, where we can boldly build a 
good life together. 
Voice 2: (Allison) 
May it be so. 
Voice 1: Amen. 
          (First and second Advent candles are lit.) 
 

Sung Response: VU 6  A Candle is Burning v. 1, 2 

I invite you to sing along with this orchestral version of "Away in a Manger," the tune 

upon which our Advent candle-lighting hymn is set. 

London Symphony Orchestra - Away In A Manger - YouTube 

 
1  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  

 a candle of hope in December's dark night. 

 While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,  

 our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

2 A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  

 a candle to signal that conflict must cease:  

 for Jesus is coming to show us the way;  

 a message of peace humbly laid in the hay. 

 

Call to Worship: 

One: In our watching and waiting 

     All: Come, Lord Jesus 

One: In our hopes and in our fears 

     All: Come, Lord Jesus 

One: In our homes and in our world 

     All: Come, Lord Jesus  

One: In our Joy and in our Sorrow 

     All: Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

 

Hymn: VU 28  Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness 

Rev. David Cathcart from Trinity United in Port Coquitlam sings this hymn 

accompanied by Music Minister David Rogers. The lyrics were written in 1968 by Moir 

Waters, a United Church of Canada pastor, for Robinson Memorial Church's dedication 

of a new stained glass window illustrating the baptism of Jesus. When Pastor Waters 

couldn't find a hymn that described John the Baptist as the herald of Christ, he decided 

to pen his own, which was originally sung to the tune "Regent Square" (e.g. "Angels 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vL16FVwGpkI


3 
 

from the Realms of Glory") and was accompanied by organ and trumpet at Robinson's 

dedication service. 

VU 28 Herald! Sound the Note - YouTube 
 

1 Herald! Sound the note of gladness! 

 Tell the news that Christ is here; 

 make a pathway through the desert 

 for the one who brings God near. 

  Sound the trumpet! 

  Tell the message! 

  Christ the Saving One has come! 

 

2 Herald! Sound the note of judgement, 

 warning us of right and wrong, 

 turning us from sin and sadness, 

 till once more we sing the song.  R 

 

3 Herald! Sound the note of pardon! 

 Those repenting are forgiven; 

 God receives these wayward children, 

 and to all new life is given.  R 

 

4 Herald! Sound the note of triumph! 

 Christ has come to share our life, 

 bringing God's own love and power, 

 granting victory in our strife.  R  

 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

 

Choral Response: VU 37  Gloria 

This 1978 Taizé response by Jacques Berthier is sung in a canon by Pax Cantorum at 

Pax Christi Catholic Church in Rochester, Minnesota. 

"Gloria, Gloria" (Berthier) - 'Pax Cantorum' - YouTube 
 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

Speak to us, Lord. 

Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frQ6yT2aN68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y66Z-NQHyQ4
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the hoping, the longing, 

the sorrow, the sighing, the rejoicing. 

Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 

and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen. 

 

Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3His 

delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 

decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 

decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be 

the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live 

with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 

fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The 

nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 

on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the 

earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day 

the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, 

and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

Scripture: Matthew 3:1-6, 11 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,  
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of 

camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 

honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 

region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire.” 

 

Reflection: 

God of all wisdom, 

our hearts yearn for the warmth of your love, 

 and our minds search for the light of your Word. 
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Increase our longing for Christ our Saviour, 

and strengthen us to grow in love, 

 that at the dawn of his coming 

 we may rejoice in his presence 

 and welcome the light of his truth. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn: VU 18  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 

The Schola Cantorum of St Peter's in the Loop, Chicago, performs this Advent hymn by 

James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961). An English immigrant to Canada, Milligan spent a 

brief two years as a lay minister for the Methodist Church before holding various 

positions in journalism, editing, and public relations. His writings include newspaper 

editorials and war correspondence, two volumes of poetry, a play, speeches for Prime 

Minister Mackenzie King, and Lady Eaton's Christmas cards. 

There's A Voice In The Wilderness Crying - YouTube 
 

1 There's a voice in the wilderness crying, 

  a call from the ways untrod: 

 prepare in the desert a highway, 

  a highway for our God! 

 The valleys shall be exalted, 

  the lofty hills brought low; 

 make straight all the crooked places 

  where God, our God, may go! 

 

2 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, 

  get thee up to the heights and sing! 

 Proclaim to a desolate people 

  the coming of their King. 

 Like the flowers of the field they perish, 

  like grass our works decay; 

 the power and pomp of nations 

  shall pass, like a dream, away. 

 

3 But the word of our God endureth, 

  whose arm is ever strong; 

 God stands in the midst of nations, 

  and soon will right the wrong. 

 God shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

  the lambs so gently hold; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA73oyWm5gg&list=RDmA73oyWm5gg&start_radio=1
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 to pastures of peace will lead them, 

  and bring them safe to fold. 

 

4 There's a voice in the wilderness crying,  

  a call from the ways untrod: 

 prepare in the desert a highway, 

  a highway for our God! 

 The valleys shall be exalted, 

  the lofty hills brought low; 

 make straight all the crooked places 

  where God, our God, may go! 

 

Stewardship Sentence: The path to peace has many routes. Giving generously is 

one of them. 

 

We thank you for the ways you give. If you use envelopes, you can place it in the 

offering plate as you leave. If you give by PAR, thank you – it is the most reliable way 

we can support our ministry to the community. If you are not using PAR, please 

consider this convenient way to make sure your givings reflect your intentions. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

God of many gifts, we thank you for your gift of hope. 

May our giving today be a sign of hope, here and everywhere. Amen. 

 

Offertory Response: (sung to VU 541) 

These lyrics are sung to the tune of "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow," here 

arranged for cello and piano by Dan Musselman. 

Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow - Cello and Piano = arr. by Dan Musselman 

- YouTube 

 

Hope in our faith so filled with awe. 

Hope in the promise of our God.  

Hope for these gifts we offer here.  

Use them and us throughout the year.   

 

Prayers of the People: (responsive) 

One: Prince of Peace:   

     All: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AETftIBlPLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AETftIBlPLw
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God of Peace: We praise and thank you for the beautiful vision of Shalom that you gave 

your prophet Isaiah in ancient times and continues to inspire us today. A vision that 

foresees the stump and branch of Jesse ushering in perfect justice and righteousness, 

removing the sinful, aggressive nature in all of creation, abolishing war and violence, a 

time when they will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be 

full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  

Jesus, Prince of Peace:  

     All: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 

 

God of Peace: In a world of greed, injustice and war, defend the cause of the poor, 

deliver the needy, crush all oppression and may your glory fill the whole earth. Bestow 

your grace upon our government, our Prime Minister and Members of Parliament, our 

Premier and Members of the Legislative Assembly, our Mayor and City Council, and 

the governments of every nation, that they may be instruments of your justice and 

peace in the world. 

Jesus, Prince of Peace:  

     All: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 

 

God of Peace: Fill us with a deep desire for harmony and good will between peoples of 

all faiths and those of undetermined faith. Help us together, with one voice to glorify 

and praise your name as we worship you within these walls and through lives devoted 

to serving you. 

Jesus, Prince of Peace:  

     All: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 

 

God of Peace: As John the Baptizer was the voice of one crying out in the wilderness to 

prepare his people for the way of the Lord, so, too, do we feel like lonely voices crying 

out in the wilderness filled with sin and brokenness. Grant us the courage to be faithful 

in the face of adversity and unbelief. With your Holy Spirit’s power working in us, may 

we live out our baptismal covenant.  

Jesus, Prince of Peace:  

     All: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 

 

God of Peace: During this season of Advent as we prepare for Christmas, may we care 

for the most needy and vulnerable in our midst, especially the poor, widowed and 

orphans, the unemployed, the homeless, those suffering from addictions, the prisoners, 

those struggling with loneliness and depression.  

Jesus, Prince of Peace:  

     All: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 
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We pray these things in the name of Jesus, the One who comes, who taught us to pray, 

saying… 

Our Father and Mother, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread  

And forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 5  All Earth Is Waiting 

Roman Catholic priest and musician Alberto Taulé composed this Catalonian hymn, 

"Toda la tierra," in 1972-3. In this video, it is performed by Andrey Stolyarov, who is 

currently working as a professor of music theory, a co-director of a music festival, a 

Director of Music at a Congregational church, a professional singer, a composer, and a 

private voice instructor in Connecticut. A man with many musical hats! 

All Earth is Waiting (Piano + Vocal Hymn) - YouTube 
 

1  All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 

 and open furrows await the seed of God.  

 All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;  

 it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

 

2 Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,  

 'A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel.'  

 One whose name is 'God with us', our Saviour shall be,  

 through whom hope will blossom once more 

  within our hearts. 

 

3  Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain,  

 open new highways, new highways for our God,  

 who is now coming closer, so come all and see,  

 and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 

 

4  In lowly stable the Promised One appeared. 

 Yet, feel that presence throughout the earth today,  

 for Christ lives in all Christians and is with us now;  

 again, on arriving, Christ brings us liberty. 

 

Benediction: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ghUe9xBJRY
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Joy is now in every place; the light of promise shines 

on every wall and window and door. So does that same light 

shine in each and every heart gathered here. 

Let us go into God’s world to share that same light, 

the light of the One who comes. Amen. 

 

Online Postlude: Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming 

This week I found myself completely charmed by a 15th-century Advent hymn 

performed by Robinson & Rohe, the American folk duo of songwriters/musicians Liam 

Robinson (banjo, accordion, vocals) and Jean Rohe (guitar, vocals). This particular 

piece can also be found on their 2014 album The Longest Winter. And what beautiful 

art is created in the video: a trio of papercut lightbox images whose central panel 

depicts the nativity. I hope you enjoy this recording as much as I do. 

Robinson & Rohe | Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming - YouTube 

 

* * * * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVP6fCU3uAo

