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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Nov. 27, 2022 

9:30 @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 

Advent One – Hope 

Hanging of the Greens 

 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
This service is adapted from a Hanging of the Greens worship service created by Rev. 
Andy O’Neil while he was minister at St. Paul’s United Church in Riverview, NB. 
 
Time for Reconciliation:   

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the 

Haudenosaunee, Anishnabe, the Attawandaron (Neutral) Nation, and the Mississaugas 

of the New Credit. May we continue to work for justice and reconciliation with our 

indigenous brothers and sisters. 

 

Hanging of the Greens: 

Today on the first Sunday of Advent, we transform our sanctuary with the lights and 

greens, stars and candles of the season. As a community of faith, we aren’t so much 

decorating our sanctuaries and buildings as preparing them to be symbolic of us 

preparing ourselves for the birth, and rebirth, of Jesus. Fir and pine boughs are natural 

signs of everlasting life, persisting in summer and winter and retaining their colour 

even as leaves change and fall. Cedar wood is associated with royalty, including in the 

Hebrew scriptures. Holly and ivy—the green leaf and the red berry—are sung about as 

symbols of Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection, especially in the popular carol, “The 

Holly and the Ivy.” So, these familiar signs of Christmas can serve as symbols of our 

deeply lived faith. So without further ado, let us prepare for the coming of the Lord. 

 

Gathering Song: VU 10  Prepare the Way of the Lord 
The Director of Music at Trinity Lutheran Church in Everett, WA, sings this round with 
her daughter. How interesting that a hymn can be equally appropriate for both Advent 
and Palm Sunday. 
Palm Sunday Round: Prepare the Way of the Lord - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XixuvfxLJ4
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Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord! 
Make a straight path for him, make a straight path; 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 
Scripture: Matthew 4:16 
“The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned.” 

(turn on Christmas tree lights) 
The lights on our tree remind us of the living light of Christ, the promised One. 
 
Prayer: 
One: Bless these lights as we await the Light of Life, Holy One. 
     All: May your light shine hope into 
             our lives and in your world 
             and remind us of your living presence in all things. 
 
Advent Candle Lighting: Hope 
Voice 1: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain, to the house of God, so that we can be taught 

God’s way and go on God’s path.” (Isaiah 2:3-5 paraphrase) 

Voice 2: 

What do you hope for in the new world? 

Multiple voices from the congregation: 

I hope for a future that is more amazing than anything I could ever imagine. I hope for 

the healing of creation. I hope for good mental health and wellness. I hope for a world 

where everyone seeks the good. 

Voice 2: 

Advent is the beginning of this new world, a better world, where we can dare to hope 

boldly. 

Voice 1: 

May it be so. 

Voice 2: 

(first Advent candle is lit) Amen. 

 

Sung Response: VU 6  A Candle is Burning v. 1 

Many thanks to Haewook Kim for providing a piano track for this Advent candle-

lighting hymn, which borrows its tune from "Away in a Manger." 

#6 A Candle Is Burning, Voices United (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 

1  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6i_6Bvnoes
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 a candle of hope in December's dark night. 

 While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,  

 our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

Call to Worship: 

One: What’s this Advent all about? 

     All: It’s about waiting. 

One: Waiting for what? 

     All: Waiting for the Christ Child. 

One: But wasn’t he born a long time ago? 

     All: Yes! But we wait for him to be born again,  

             in our hearts, in our minds, in our actions. 

One: But how? 

     All: When we speak words of peace. When we live lives of justice. 

             When we work for hope and joy. When we worship God 

             – then the Christ child lives in us. 

One: In all of us? 

     All: In all of us! 

One: Allelujah! 

     All: Allelujah! Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 2  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

How exciting – in the last year The Petersens posted a new recording of this hymn! 

This American roots music band from Branson, Missouri, consists of four siblings 

(Katie on fiddle, Ellen on banjo, Matt on guitar, and Julianne on mandolin), their 

mother Karen on bass, and their good friend Emmett Franz on dobro. In this particular 

recording, Katie takes the vocal lead with Ellen singing some harmony. Please feel free 

to sing along with Katie! 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus - The Petersens (LIVE) - YouTube 
 

1  Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  

 born to set thy people free:  

 from our fears and sins release us,  

 let us find our rest in thee. 

 

2  Israel's strength and consolation,  

 hope of all the earth thou art,  

 dear desire of every nation,  

 joy of every longing heart. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8FP-7mIXA0
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3  Born thy people to deliver;  

 born a child and yet a king;  

 born to reign in us forever;  

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

4  By thine own eternal Spirit  

 rule in all our hearts alone;  

 by thine all-sufficient merit  

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

 

Choral Response: VU 37  Gloria 

This 1978 Taizé response by Jacques Berthier is sung in a canon by Pax Cantorum at 

Pax Christi Catholic Church in Rochester, Minnesota. 

"Gloria, Gloria" (Berthier) - 'Pax Cantorum' - YouTube 
 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Scripture: Jeremiah 23:5 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 

(place greens on communion table) 

 

Prayer: 

One: With this fragrant wood, we lift our voices in song, 

that our prayers might rise up like incense before you, O God. 

     All: The gift of cedar is a branch of promise: 

             that your justice will prevail among all people, 

             and that your wisdom will guide us to true peace and friendship, 

             here, and in all places. 

 

Choral Response: VU 37  Gloria 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y66Z-NQHyQ4
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In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 

(Place poinsettia in front of communion table) 

 

There is an old Mexican legend about how poinsettias or "cuetlaxochitl" as they 

were called by the Aztecs and Christmas come together; it goes like this: 

There was once a poor Mexican girl called Pepita who had no present to give the 

baby Jesus at the Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita walked to the chapel, sadly, her 

cousin Pedro tried to cheer her up. 

"Pepita," he said, "I'm sure that even the smallest gift, given by someone who 

loves him, will make Jesus happy." 

Pepita didn't know what she could give, so she picked a small handful of weeds 

from the roadside and made them into a small bouquet. She felt embarrassed because 

she could only give this small present to Jesus. As she walked through the chapel to the 

altar, she remembered what Pedro had said. She began to feel better, knelt down and 

put the bouquet at the bottom of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds 

burst into bright red flowers, and everyone who saw them were sure they had seen a 

miracle. From that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the "Flores de Noche 

Buena," or "Flowers of the Holy Night." 

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves is sometimes thought of as a symbol 

of the Star of Bethlehem, which led the wise men to Jesus. The red coloured leaves 

symbolize the blood of Christ. The white leaves represent his purity. 

The wise men saw the Star long before Christmas night and consulted their 

scrolls and then started their long journey to pay homage.  The wise men are in the 

church – still far away from the sanctuary – and will travel throughout Advent and the 

days of Christmas, only arriving to the manger at Epiphany. Watch each week as they 

progress on their path.   

 

Sung Response: VU 89  From a Distant Home v.1 & refrain 

I don't think I've ever seen so many handbells being played at once! These 

schoolchildren perform an arrangement of a traditional Puerto Rican carol. If you wish 

to sing along, the melody starts at 0:42 after an introduction. 

From a Distant Home (Bells Festival 09') - YouTube 
 

1 From a distant home the Saviour we come seeking, 

 using as our guide the star so brightly beaming. 

  Lovely eastern star that tells us of God's morning, 

   heaven's wondrous light, 

  O never cease your shining! 

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/star-of-bethlehem
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5maM3R0Uwow
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  Glory in the highest to the Son of Heaven, 

   and upon the earth be peace and love to all. 

 

Stewardship Sentence: As you consider your Christmas giving this year, how can 

you give in order to bring hope? 

 

We thank you for the ways you give. If you use envelopes, you can place it in the 

offering plate as you leave. If you give by PAR, thank you – it is the most reliable way 

we can support our ministry to the community. If you are not using PAR, please 

consider this convenient way to make sure your givings reflect your intentions. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

O God, we give of our resources and we dedicate them to your service, to the coming of 

your will on earth. We pray you multiply them and rain down blessings on all. 

 

Offertory Response: (sung to VU 541) 

These lyrics are sung to the tune of "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow," here 

arranged for cello and piano by Dan Musselman. 

Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow - Cello and Piano = arr. by Dan Musselman 

- YouTube 

 

Hope in our faith so filled with awe. 

Hope in the promise of our God.  

Hope for these gifts we offer here.  

Use them and us throughout the year.   

 

Scripture: Revelation 1:8; John 13:34-35 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to 

come.” 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 

you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

The evergreen we adorn our sanctuary with reminds us of the eternal and ever living 

love of our God. 

(place greenery in pew windows) 

 

Prayer: 

One: With these boughs we remember the love of God, 

revealed in Jesus’ self-giving, becoming the Christ for us, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AETftIBlPLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AETftIBlPLw
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that love might heal God’s people and world.  

      All: Open our hearts, that we might receive him still. 

              Open our hands, that we might share his loving example. 

              Open our lives, that we might be transformed in love. 

 

Sung Response: VU 17  O Ancient Love 

Dr Mark W. Ruhnke created his YouTube channel to offer music support to caregivers 

and loved ones living with dementia and Alzheimer's. During the pandemic he posted a 

series of hymns and carols as an "Advent Singalong Christmas Calendar 2020," 

recording one piece each day in his Burlington home. I invite you to sing along! 

Advent Carol: O Ancient Love, sung by Mark W. Ruhnke - YouTube 
 

1 O ancient love, processing through the ages; 

 O hidden love, revealed in human form; 

 O promised love, the dream of seers and sages: 

  O living Love, within our hearts be born, 

  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 

 

2 O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger; 

 O lowly love, that knows the mighty's scorn; 

 O hungry love, that lay within a manger:  R 

 

3 O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow; 

 O tender love, that comforts those forlorn; 

 O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow:  R 

 

4 O suffering love, that bears our human weakness; 

 O boundless love, that rises with the morn; 

 O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness:  R 

 

Prayers of the People: 

In the midst of our busy lives and preparations, O God, 

you come to us in the child of promise and surprising joy. 

With hope, we await the coming of your kingdom, 

when your love will fill the world. 

 

We thank you for the beauty of winter, 

of gentle snow cloaking trees and land with life-giving moisture. 

We wonder at the infinite glory of your creation 

and know you by the works of your hand. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbRyazx7bYw
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We thank you for all the gifts we enjoy 

as part of our holiday preparations, 

especially the company and love of family and friends. 

 

We thank you for the love and joy 

that fill our hearts at this time of year. 

May we also be filled with your spirit, compassion, and vision, 

that your loving kindness will be known through all 

our thoughts, words, and actions. 

 

We remember those for whom this season will be difficult, even painful: 

those who grieve lost loved ones, 

relationships that have been broken, 

health issues that fracture peace, 

those without enough to eat or a safe place to live. 

 

Help us to be present to those who feel alone, 

to share with those in need, 

to offer our time and attention to those who are anxious, 

to seek the strengthening of the lives and communities around us. 

 

We pray these things in the name of Jesus, the One who comes, who taught us to pray, 

saying… 

Our Father and Mother, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread  

And forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 9  People, Look East 

This hymn was written by Eleanor Farjeon, the author of 80+ children's books and 

poem collections and the writer of "Morning Has Broken." It was first published as 

"Carol of Advent" in The Oxford Book of Carols in 1928. Why look east? Because that is 

the direction of the rising sun and the coming Messiah, the light of the world. In this 

video, the Boy Choristers of Ely Cathedral Choir sing a stunning arrangement by 

Director of Music Paul Trepte. 

People Look East (Trepte) Ely Cathedral Choir - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD9ucg8zusg
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1 People, look east. The time is near 

  of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, 

 trim the hearth and set the table. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the guest is on the way. 

 

2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

  one more seed is planted there: 

 give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

 that in course the flower may flourish. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the rose is on the way. 

 

3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

  guard the nest that must be filled; 

 even the hour when wings are frozen 

 God for fledging time has chosen. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the bird is on the way. 

 

4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

  one more light the bowl shall brim, 

 shining beyond the frosty weather, 

 bright as sun and moon together. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the star is on the way. 

 

5 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 

  Christ who brings new life to earth. 

 Set every peak and valley humming 

 with the word, the Lord is coming. 

 People, look east and sing today: 

  Love the Lord is on the way. 

  

Benediction: 

Joy is now in every place; the light of promise shines 

on every wall and window and door. So does that same light 

shine in each and every heart gathered here. 



10 
 

Let us go into God’s world to share that same light, 

the light of the One who comes. Amen. 

 

Online Postlude: The Holly and the Ivy 

This lovely choral arrangement by Eoin Conway combines "Sans Day Carol" and "The 

Holly and the Ivy," two carols that, according to the Roud Folk Song Index, are variants 

of the same song. Although these carols have only been traced back to the early 

twentieth and early nineteenth centuries respectively, the association between holly 

and Christmas dates back to at least the Middle Ages. I hope you enjoy this 

performance by the Maynooth University Chamber Choir in Ireland in honour of the 

Hanging of the Greens. 

THE HOLLY AND THE IVY arr. Eoin Conway - YouTube 

 

* * * * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KoPY9xpI9SE

