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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 
Sunday November 6, 2022 
Remembrance Day Service 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 
  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
 
We Silently Enter: 
Congregation members enter, place their poppies on the wreath, and then seat 
themselves. (The names of the honour roll, both living and dead, are scrolling on the 
PowerPoint.)  
 
*Lighting of Christ Candle: 
One: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
    All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn: VU 527  God! As with Silent Hearts 
"LANGRAN" or "ST AGNES," the tune for this hymn, was composed by British organist 
James Langran (1835-1909) and first published in 1861 as a setting for "Abide with 
Me." Langran was organist at St Paul's Church in Tottenham for nearly 40 years and a 
music instructor at St Katherine's Training College for Schoolmistresses for over 30. 
Thank you to Peninsula United for their music ministry. 
GOD! AS WITH SILENT HEARTS VU 527 - YouTube 
 
1 God! As with silent hearts we bring to mind 
 how hate and war diminish humankind, 
 we pause, and seek in worship to increase 
 our knowledge of the things that make for peace. 
 
2 Hallow our will as humbly we recall 
 the lives of those who gave and give their all. 
 We thank you, God, for women, children, men 
 who seek to serve in love, today as then. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wN5_L0SWM4
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3 Give us deep faith to comfort those who mourn, 
 high hope to share with all the newly born, 
 strong love in our pursuit of human worth: 
 'lest we forget' the future of this earth. 
 
4 So, Prince of Peace, disarm our trust in power, 
 teach us to coax the plant of peace to flower. 
 May we, impassioned by your living Word, 
 remember forward to a world restored. 
 
*Roll Call Of Honour: 
One: We Remember. 
     (Names of living and deceased who have served are read out loud.) 
 
The Last Post 
Minute of Silence 
Reveille 
Thank you to the University of Saskatchewan and trumpeter Dean McNeill for this 
tribute of remembrance. 
Last Post and Reveille (Rouse) - Remembrance Day - YouTube 
 
*Reading: In Flanders Fields (John McCrae) 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Sung Response: MV 149  v 5 
Doreen Lanksher-Smith's 1993 hymn "Peace for the Children" is arranged here by 
Jason Locke; performed by members of Music United, the UCC Association of 
Musicians; and edited by Thom Varey. What a beautiful result!  
Peace for the Children - a national virtual choir anthem - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-orbOoNb1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq1kDXPgO5c


3 

 

 
Peace for the nations, peace, peace. Peace for the nations we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the nations today. 

 
Opening Prayer: 
One: O God, at this annual time of remembrance,  
    All: our thoughts are turned to the violence,  
            fear, and pain of war. 
One: Come gently in our worship this morning 
    All: that we may know Your peace — 
One: not the peace of violence ignored and fear repressed, 
    All: but the true peace of evil confronted, injustice exposed, 
            and reconciliation achieved. 
 One: We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace. Amen. 
 
Sung Response: MV 149  v 4 

Peace for our families, peace, peace. Peace for our families we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for our families today. 

 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon: 
Living God, there are many times and many ways we fail to live out your kindom.   
So many times; so many ways. You know them all. 
Compassionate and loving God, 
we stand before you today to renew 
our commitment to peace in our hearts, 
our homes and our world. 
We, as members of this faith community, 
commit ourselves to peace bearing and peacemaking. 
Making peace with the land, with humanity, with all creatures. 
 
Sung Response: MV 149  v 6 

Peace for the creatures, peace, peace. Peace for the creatures we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the creatures today. 

 
Like the prophets of old and the prophets of today, 
we ask for courage to speak truth to power, 
to seek alternatives to violence, 
to build peace based on justice, human rights, and respect for everyone. 
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Sung Response: MV 149  v 2  
Peace for the women, peace, peace. Peace for the women we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the women today. 

 
Like countless numbers of people 
in our global community 
who refuse to give up hope 
and live their lives as peace bearers and peacemakers, 
we ask for your grace to work through us 
so that we may bear peace and make peace 
in our communities. 
We commit to living your love 
through the great work of nurturing peace with justice, 
today, tomorrow, and always. 
Amen. 
 
Sung Response: MV 149  v 3  

Peace for the men, peace, peace. Peace for the men we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the men today. 

 
Assurance of Pardon: 
God is with us and the Holy Spirit will guide us. 
 
*Prayer of Illumination: 
In scripture, may we find our story of faith; 
may we hear comfort and challenge; 
may we seek and find truth. 
In scripture, may we know God’s Grace. Amen. 
        
Prayer Litany: 
Luke 1:78-79   In the tender compassion of our God,  

the dawn from heaven will break upon us,  
to shine on those who live in darkness,  
under the shadow of death, and to guide  
our feet into the way of peace.     

(light candle)        
   
Romans 14:19   Let us then pursue what makes for peace  

and for mutual upbuilding.        
(light candle)        
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Micah 6:8   What does God require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?          

(light candle)        
  
Romans 12:20   "if your enemies are hungry, feed them;  

if they are thirsty, give them something to drink..."        
(light candle)        

 
Sung Response: MV 149  v 7 

Peace for our planet, peace, peace. Peace for the planet we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the planet today. 

 
Psalm 85:8   Let me hear what God will speak, for God will speak 

peace to God's people, to the faithful, to those who 
turn to God in their hearts.         

(light candle)        
 
Luke 2:14   "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

goodwill toward all"        
(light candle)        

 
Psalm 34:14   Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace,  

and pursue it.                  
(light candle)        

 
Psalm 4:8   I will both lie down and sleep in peace;  

for you alone, O God, make me lie down in safety.          
(light candle)  

       
Sung Response: MV 149  v 1 

Peace for the children, peace, peace. Peace for the children we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the children today. 

 
Prayer: 
O God of every human being, forgive when we identify our kin too easily as enemies. 
Teach us to seek the good of all, and not only our own. When our cousins are acting 
unjustly or causing harm, help us to constrain them without hatred or evil thoughts, 
but to seek their good even as we resist the damage that may be caused. 
 
We pray that those to whom we are opposed may be turned from enemy to friend. We 
pray that in our cause we may not fall into sin, so convinced of our own righteousness 
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that we are unaware of our own sin. We pray that we are not so distracted by another’s 
sin that we cannot be convinced of their value as children of God. May we always 
remember your willingness to forgive, and to bless, and to call the most unlikely of 
saints. Amen. 
 
Reading: A military chaplain and United Church minister reflects on the cost of war 
and peace 
Published On: November 7, 2019 
 

I remember when I first heard the biblical account of the healing of the 
centurion’s slave. It was at a church parade while on training in the naval reserve many 
years ago. I don’t recall which gospel version I heard, Matthew or Luke, but in both 
accounts Jesus responds the same, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel 
with such great faith” (Luke 7:9). 

Really? No one in all of Israel has as greater a faith as a Roman centurion? Why? 
 Those words came to me in the early years of my call to serve in the military and 
they brought me much comfort. Little did I know then how my understanding of the 
centurion would continue to deepen and grow as I grew in Christian faith and service. 
 In my early to mid-20s I struggled with “what I wanted to be when I grew up.” 
Because of a life changing conversation I had with my economics professor, who also 
just also happened to be in the naval reserve, I entered university before I finished my 
first semester in a college business program. I had shared with him my desire to go to 
university after college, but I didn’t know how I could finance it. He introduced me to 
the idea of joining the naval reserve where I could have a part-time income while going 
to school in the fall and winter, and a full-time income serving and training with the 
naval reserve in the summer months. Shortly thereafter, by his invitation and God’s 
grace, I enrolled in HMCS Queen as a Logistics Officer Cadet on November 2, 1982. 
That day changed the course of my life. 
 Since then I have served the military at various times and places in both the 
reserve and regular force and in three different military occupations: logistics, public 
affairs, and now chaplaincy. I have worn all three uniforms – navy, air force and now 
army. God called me to the military first, and then to ministry in The United Church of 
Canada, and in between those two callings God also called me to full-time motherhood. 
 Currently, I am in full-time ordered congregational ministry at Minto United 
Church in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. I also serve as a reserve military chaplain with 
the Saskatchewan Dragoons, an armoured reconnaissance unit. Although at times I am 
stretched keeping up with the demands of this tri-vocational calling, I also know there 
is no life like it and I wouldn’t want to give up any of it — especially when I am called to 
bring light to dark places. 
 Last year, in what surely has been the greatest moment I have ever experienced 
when the light poured in. It happened at the Consecration of the Guidon ceremony for 
the Saskatchewan Dragoons on November 3, 2018, almost 36 years to the day I 
enrolled in the naval reserve. 
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 A unit’s colours (called “guidon”) are battle honours. The colours are a flag of 
honour used in commemorative ceremonies today and historically to lead soldiers into 
battle during war. A unit’s colours are intended to wear out with time. The 
Saskatchewan Dragoons had received a replacement guidon for the previous one that 
had been used since the 1970s. As part of the ritual in receiving a new guidon, the old 
one is taken away and the new one is consecrated by the Chaplain General of the 
Canadian Armed Forces in a special ceremony. The retired guidon is then “laid up” — 
hung, until it finally wastes away to dust. This is a visual sign of our desire that, in time, 
there will no longer be any such colours to be newly displayed, and war will be at last 
remembered no more. 
 As I stood beside the Chaplain General of the Canadian Armed Forces, feeling 
both humbled and honoured, I was beholden to the guidon which lay (literally) on top 
of the drums waiting to be consecrated (or blessed). 
 I thought about the thousands of young Canadians who signed up to go to battle 
without any clue of the price they were about to pay. I thought of the young women 
who left their families to go work in factories for the war effort and now go off to serve 
in missions around the globe. I thought of my own sons and how I would feel if they 
were to go off to war and not come home again. I thought of war veterans whose lives 
changed forever because of physical, emotional, or moral wounds. I thought of the 
many great people I have served with in the military and how grateful I was. I thought 
of those who came back from war with wounds only their children would see as they 
suffered in silence. 
 After the guidon was blessed it was lifted up and paraded. 
 In that moment, as I contemplated the cost of war and the cost of peace, the 
soldiers paraded the new guidon, lifted high and proud above them. I understood why 
the values of a society must always be held higher than the people. I saw and felt the 
presence of those who passed on. I felt the pain of those who lived through war and 
suffered silently. Each and every time the guidon is lifted up and paraded it symbolizes 
the sacrifice they made for a better world. 
 And, in the midst of all this I heard the centurion plead for healing. And in that 
moment, I too pleaded for healing – for the living and the dead. Jesus, heal us…lest we 
ever forget. 
 
— Capt. (Rev.) Linda Tomlinson-Seebach serves full time as a congregational minister 
at Minto United Church in Moose Jaw, SK, while also serving as a part-time reserve 
military chaplain with the Saskatchewan Dragoons. 
 
Sung Response: MV 149  v 10 

Peace in the soul, peace, peace. Peace in the soul we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace in the soul today. 
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Minute for Mission: Seeking Justice and Peace 
Killer robots sound like creepy sci fi. But they are real, and the World Council of 

Churches ― a Mission & Service partner ― is taking them seriously. So much so that in 
2021 it released a campaign guide for churches on the topic in six different languages. 
The free guide introduces churches to “killer robots,” or lethal autonomous weapons 
systems, and helps raise awareness of the need for Christians to advocate for a pre-
emptive ban on the future development of such weapons. 
 Calling the weapons a “unique menace,” the Right Rev. Dr. Christopher 
Cocksworth, Bishop of Coventry, underscores the urgency to act in the guide’s 
foreword: “They [lethal autonomous weapons systems] are a futile and sinister attempt 
to sanitize war…and contravene fundamental principles of international law. They 
simply make killing easier,” he writes. 

Armed drones are nothing new. But unlike existing semi-autonomous weapons 
like drones, fully autonomous weapons have no human-operated “kill switch” and 
instead use artificial intelligence to make decisions over life and death. These machines 
can both select and attack targets. 

And they already exist. In an article published last May, Foreign Policy notes that 
Israel, Russia, South Korea, and Turkey have reportedly deployed weapons with 
autonomous capabilities, and Australia, Britain, China, and the United States are 
investing heavily in their development. 

Around the world, churches are joining the call to raise awareness about the risks 
posed by killer robots and urging their governments to take steps to ban such 
technology. 

Your generosity through Mission & Service supports the work of organizations 
like the World Council of Churches that are urging governments to put a pre-emptive 
ban on autonomous weapons systems and developing awareness tools like the 
campaign guide. 
 James 3:18 reads, “[A] harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who 
make peace” (ESV). When we sow peace, we reap peace. Thank you for supporting 
worldwide peace-making efforts through Mission & Service. 
 
Prayer of Invitation:   
God invites us into justice and peacemaking  
in response to the abundant gift of love and possibility. 
In the name of Christ, our Lord,   
we have given our gifts to join in the blessing. 
 

Hymn: VU 606  In Christ There Is No East or West 
The first link is for an arrangement by John Fahey performed by Andrew Lardner on a 
well-loved guitar from the 40s. (Note: if you wish to sing along, there is a 10-second 
introduction before the melody begins.) The second link will take you to a version by 
the legendary Mavis Staples, an American civil rights activist, blues and gospel singer, 
and actress. 

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/publications/killer-robots
https://united-church.ca/donate
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"In Christ There Is No East or West" by John Fahey - YouTube 
In Christ There Is No East Or West - YouTube 
 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
 in him no south or north, 
 but one great family of love 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2 In him shall true hearts everywhere 
 their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord 
 close binding humankind. 
 
3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, 
 whate'er your race may be; 
 all children of the living God 
 are surely kin to me. 
 
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
 in him meet south and north; 
 all Christ-like souls are one in him 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
  
Prayers of the People: 
We pray for the leaders of the nations, 
that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, justice and truth. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
We pray for those who serve in the armed forces of the Crown, 
that they may have discipline and discernment, courage and compassion. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm, 
that you may turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
We pray for the wounded and the captive, the grieving and the homeless, 
that in all their trials they may know your love and support. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
Most Holy God, 
hear our prayers for all who strive for peace, 
and all who yearn for justice. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irRXDLN6IAo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnSFuK7sz1c
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Help us, who today remember the cost of war, 
to work for a better tomorrow; 
and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict, 
bring us all, in the end, 
to the peace of your presence; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn: VU 586  We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection 
The 1993 lyrics for this hymn were composed by Rev Dr June Boyce-Tillman, a music 
professor at the University of Winchester and at North-West University in 
Potchefstroom, South Africa; an Anglican priest; and an honorary chaplain to 
Winchester Cathedral. Her scholarship has been influential in the field of music 
education and she has written and spoken much on women's role in church music. In 
this YouTube video her words are sung by Laura Beth Smith, music director at St 
Luke's United in Tantallon, NS. 
We Shall Go Out With Hope of Resurrection - YouTube 
 
1 We shall go out with hope of resurrection; 
  we shall go out, from strength to strength go on; 
 we shall go out and tell our stories boldly; 
  tales of a love that will not let us go. 
 We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted; 
  we'll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed; 
 we'll weave a cloth of all the world united 
  within the vision of new life in Christ. 
 
2 We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken; 
  we'll find the words for those whose lips are sealed; 
 we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer, 
  expressive love alive in every heart. 
 We'll share our joy with those who still are weeping, 
  raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 
 we'll leap and dance the resurrection story, 
  including all in circles of our love. 
 
Benediction: MV 211  Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light (sung) 
This blessing song, also known by its Spanish title "Vayan en paz," was composed by 
bilingual/bicultural clinician, composer, and musician Pedro Rubalcava. Hope you 
enjoy the syncopated rhythm! 
Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light Jan 31st 2021 - YouTube 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2jUJP_H-V8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d5aQrzfAKNQ
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Go now in peace, guided by the light of Christ, 
so you may be nourished by the Word of Life. 

 
Online Postlude: In Flanders Fields 
The Carlisle Choir has performed Alexander Tilley's haunting setting of John McCrae's 
poem for more than one Remembrance service. In this video filmed for BBC Songs of 
Praise, the Farnham Youth Choir sings for Remembrance Day 2014. 
In Flanders Fields - YouTube 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQ5t2dPgoG0

