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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Oct 16, 2022 

Anniversary Sunday 

9:30 am @ Kilbride 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
Birthday – Jack Inglis 
Baking and assembling cookies/squares for migrant workers 
 
Gathering Song: MV 14  Where Two or Three (x2) 
Rev. Lefneski, Debbie Roy, and Susan Reininger from Emmanuel United in 
Cowansville, Québec, sing this three-part round. I invite you to join in! 
Where Two or Three are Gathered - Hymn - YouTube 
 

Where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there, I am there. 

 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
As we light this candle we remember that the light of Christ shines anywhere and 

everywhere, showing us the path and guiding our way. 

 

Time for Reconciliation:   

We gather today within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and 

Anishinaabe peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who 

settled here bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold 

the rights and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that 

commitment, may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may 

we continue to seek right relations with all. 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 315  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 

Happy Hymnody's September hymn of the month was this classic, whose lyrics were 

composed by Reginald Hebner in the early 1800s during his years as a vicar in a 

Shropshire village. The tune opens with the interval (the distance between two notes) 

of an ascending major third, perhaps symbolizing the Trinity. In this recording, the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxADfVDVlc0
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hymn is led by a pastor/teacher's wife April Brover and her children Avielle (10), Judah 

(9), Peregrin (2), and Eliora (11) on guitar. Happy Hymnody started as a bedtime 

routine for the kids. 

Holy Holy Holy! Lord God Almighty! - HOTM for September 2022 - YouTube 

 

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

 which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

 though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

 perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 

 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Call to Worship: 

One: We have gathered in God's holy presence, 

the One who etches grace on our hearts. 

      All: This is the place where God 

              will transform us into disciples. 

One: We glorify our God, who yearns for justice, 

not just for a favored few, but for the least of our world. 

      All: This is the place where God 

              will write compassion on our souls. 

One: We give thanks to God for unceasing grace; 

we remember God's persistence in saving us. 

      All: This is the place where God 

              will breathe the Word into our lives. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrYlslrg6N0
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Opening Prayer:   

Holy God: 

with the precious jewel 

of holy scripture, 

     you share with us 

     the treasure of your heart. 

Engrave your covenant – 

     your hopes, your dreams, 

     your vision, your peace – 

     upon our hearts, 

that they might beat 

as one with yours. 

 

Holy Word: 

ever clear, 

     you keep us from wandering 

     down the wrong paths; 

ever longed for, 

     you make us persistent 

     in bringing justice 

           to the lost and to the least; 

ever practical, 

     you show us how 

     not to misplace our hearts. 

 

Holy Wisdom: 

as you breathe the Word 

into our hearts, 

     tutor us in faithfulness 

so we are trained 

     in using the tools 

     of justice and hope; 

so we are equipped 

     to share the good news with all; 

so we become skilled 

     in compassion and grace. 

 

God in Community, Holy in One, 

we lift our hearts to you 
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as we pray as Jesus teaches us, saying, 

     Our Mother and Father, 

Who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Do not let us fall into temptation and deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon: 

Your words are given to us, Author of Life, so we might be reformed, but we are intent 

on changing others. Your words are offered to us so we might be transformed, but we 

are focused on conforming to our culture. Your words are spoken to lead us into new 

life, but we hold our old ways tight to our chests. 

     Forgive us, God of Wonder. Do not remember our sins, but continue to touch us with 

your steadfast mercy. Show us how to be persistent in living out our faith, even as you 

were so tenacious in offering us your grace and life in Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Saviour. 

 

Silence is kept 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Jesus reminds us that we are to be resolute in our lives of faithfulness and service. The 

good news is that God is steadfast in filling us with love and grace and so we sing with 

confidence: 

 

Choral Response: MV 85  Take, O Take Me as I Am 

I invite you to sing along with this a cappella recording of John Bell's Taizé tune as 

shared by Hilary Sims. Bell, who came out as gay in 2017, is a patron of the Open Table 

Network, an ecumenical Christian charity that supports communities for LGBT people 

and allies. "Open table" refers to the idea of all being welcome at the Communion table 

regardless of denomination. 

Take O take me as I am - YouTube 

 

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be 

Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhXxhlIrwAo
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Prayer of Illumination:  

Open our spirits to receive the stories of your people, O God. Open our hearts to notice 

our own story within them. Open our minds that we might be transformed by the act of 

listening and receiving.   – written by Tori Mullin, St Johns, UC Gathering, Pentecost 2022 

 

Hymn: VU 357  Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 

This recording is from Kristen Nelson's album of the same name, which features guitar-

driven arrangements inspired by folk legends such as Bob Dylan and Joan Baez. 

Tell Me the Stories of Jesus - YouTube 

 

1 Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear, 

 things I would ask him to tell me if he were here: 

 scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 

 stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

 

2 First let me hear how the children stood round his knee, 

 and I shall fancy his blessing resting on me; 

 words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 

 all in the lovelight of Jesus' face. 

 

3 Tell me, in accents of wonder, how rolled the sea 

 tossing the boat in a tempest on Galilee! 

 And how the Master, ready and kind, 

 chided the billows and hushed the wind. 

 

4 Into the city I'd follow the children's band, 

 waving a branch of the palm tree high in my hand; 

 one of his heralds, yes, I would sing 

 loudest hosannas! Jesus is king! 

 

5 Show me that scene in the garden of bitter pain; 

 and of the cross where my Saviour for me was slain. 

 Sad ones or bright ones, so that they be 

 stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

 

Scripture: Jeremiah 31: 33-34 
34This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 

the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say 

to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVEbMl9NM8c
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greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. 

 

Reflection: Have a Heart – Allison 

 

Hymn: MV 21  Open Our Hearts (x3) 

Thanks to Betty Fox for posting a recording of Jim Strathdee's hymn for Whitbourne 

Pastoral Charge (Newfoundland and Labrador) and the rest of the online community. 

More Voices 21 Open Our Heart - YouTube 
 

Open our hearts, open our minds, 

Open our lives to you, O loving God. 

 

Sharing Stories of Kilbride 

 

Sharing memories of Maureen 

 

Hymn: MV 154  Deep In Our Hearts 

This recording features Elaine Towgood on piano and four choral singers at Winfield 

United Church, Lake Country, BC. In addition to programs involving choir, prayer, 

Bible study, walking, knitting, and even breakfast, Winfield has a "Toot Suite Recorder 

Group" that, prior to COVID, rehearsed weekly. How fun! 

Deep in our Hearts MV 154 - YouTube 
 

Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

Deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

Deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

telling Creation that we are one. 

  

Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 

Deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 

Deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 

justice and peace in harmony. 

  

Deep in our hearts there is a common longing; 

Deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 

Deep in our hearts there is a common current, 

flowing to freedom like a stream. 

  

Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fghL35c06dc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYEgLle-6uQ
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Deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

Deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

telling Creation that we are one. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

O God, we give of our resources and we dedicate them to your service, to the coming of 

your will on earth. We pray you multiply them and rain down blessings on all. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 510  We Have This Ministry 

This hymn is performed by Christina Chichos and Bryn Nixon from Pacific Spirit 

United Church. Pacific Spirit is deeply engaged in music, as demonstrated by its own 

ensembles (the Chamber Choir, the Singers, Pneuma Voices, Convivia, and the Band) 

and the community choirs it supports and hosts (the Vancouver Bach Children's Choir, 

the United Voices Choir, Elektra, EnChor, and Chor Leoni). As the church website 

states, "Whether Gregorian Chant or spirituals, major choral works or electric guitar, 

music cracks us open in awe; the Arts as an expression of the Sacred." 

We Have This Ministry | Voices United 510 - YouTube 
 

1 We have this ministry 

  and we are not discouraged; 

 it is by God's own power 

  that we may live and serve. 

 Openly we share God's word, 

  speaking truth as we believe, 

 praying that the shadowed world 

  may healing light receive. 

 We have this ministry, O God, receive our living. 

 

2 O Christ, the tree of life, 

  our end and our beginning, 

 we grow to fullest flower 

  when rooted in your love. 

 Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, 

  called to service by your grace, 

 different cultures, different gifts, 

  the young and old a place. 

 We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dou4Rdr5fIE


8 
 

3 The yoke of Christ is ours, 

  the whole world is our parish; 

 we daily take the cross, 

  the burden and the joy. 

 Bearing hurts of those we serve, 

  wounded, bruised and bowed with pain, 

 Holy Spirit, bread and wine, 

  we die and rise again. 

 We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving. 
 

Benediction 

One: Here in this place, God transforms us into disciples, 

      All: so we may share the grace etched upon our hearts. 

One: Here with these people, compassion is written on our hearts, 

      All: so we may join Jesus in bringing justice to all. 

One: Now, in these moments, the Spirit is breathed into us, 

All: so we can be as persistent as God in bringing hope to the world. 

 

Online Postlude: The Lark Ascending 

The last lines of the benediction – about bringing hope to the world – made me think of 

the soaring lines of Ralph Vaughan Williams' The Lark Ascending. In this arrangement 

by Paul Drayton, violinist Jack Liebeck is joined by the vocal ensemble VOCES8 

instead of an orchestra. 

VOCES8 & Jack Liebeck: The Lark Ascending - Ralph Vaughan Williams (arr. Paul 

Drayton) - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4rt4-JIKbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4rt4-JIKbA

