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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Oct 9, 2022 

Thanksgiving 

Season of Creation 

9:30 am @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 

This is Thanksgiving and the final Sunday in the season of Creation. We are grateful for 
God’s created world and we celebrate the beauty and abundance of harvest time. Our 
word for today is Cherish! Cherish Creation. 
   
Gathering Song: MV41  O Beautiful Gaia 
Carolyn McDade's 2002-2003 creative recording project for the album O Beautiful 
Gaia saw women from Atlantic Canada, the Great Lakes Basin, and Atlantic New 
England come together "to dream our land and waters, with their myriad life forms, 
into a vision for the future." Part of that collaborative project included an invitation to 
create new verses to the titular song, some of which are featured in this recording by 
the United Church in Meadowood, Winnipeg. 
O Beautiful Gaia - YouTube 
 

Refrain: O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  

                O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 

 

1 Soil yielding its harvest, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Soil yielding its harvest, calling us on.  R 

 

2 Waves crashing on granite, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Waves crashing on granite, calling us on.  R 

 

3 Pine bending in windstorm, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Pines bending in windstorm, calling us on.  R 

 

4 Loon nesting in marshland, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Loon nesting in marshland, calling us on.  R 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apPy2Zqg3RA
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Lighting of Christ Candle  

As we light this candle we remember that the light of Christ shines anywhere and 

everywhere, showing us the path and guiding our way. 

 

Time for Reconciliation:   

We gather today within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and 

Anishinaabe peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who 

settled here bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold 

the rights and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that 

commitment, may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may 

we continue to seek right relations with all. 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 820  Psalm 100  Make a Joyful Noise 

I invite you to sing along with musicians from Golden Ears United Church as they 

"Make a Joyful Noise" with exuberance… and percussion! 

VU 820 Make A Joyful Noise - YouTube 
 

 Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

 Worship your God with gladness. 

 Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

 Come to this place with a song! 

 

1 Know that your God has made you. 

 Know it's to God we belong. 

 And come to this place with joyfulness and praise. 

 Worship your God with a song!  R 

 

2 Enter these gates, thanks giving. 

 Enter these courts with praise. 

 Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name. 

 Worship your God with a song!  R 

 

3 Ages through endless ages, 

 seasons of endless years, 

 the love of our Maker ever shall endure. 

 Worship your God with a song!  R  

 

Call to Worship: 

One: God says, “I will fill your cup and then some.” 

     All: We come now to receive. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCf_kfiThoA
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One: Jesus says, “I bring abundant life to all.” 

     All: We come now to share. 

One: Spirit says, “I fill your hearts with love.” 

     All: We come now to love. 

One: Let us worship God. Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer and Hymn: VU 307  Touch the Earth Lightly 

The Riverside Choir performs Shirley Erena Murray's 1992 hymn, whose tune is aptly 

known as "TENDERNESS." If you are ever in New York, you might consider taking 

Riverside Church's Tower Tour: according to the church website, Riverside, which was 

opened in 1930 and inspired by gothic architecture, boasts the tallest church tower in 

North America. It offers amazing views of the surrounding area (Hudson River, Grant's 

Tomb, Columbia University, West Harlem) and houses a 74-bell carillon, whose 

smallest bell weighs 10 lbs and whose largest bell weighs an impressive 20 tons. 

Hymn - Touch the Earth Lightly performed by The Riverside Choir | October 3, 2021 - 

YouTube 
 

One: Once upon a time… the universe began as a love story between God and all 

creation. The earth and everything that lived upon it were made to live in harmony and 

peace. 

All sing: VU 307  v 1 

 Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 

  nourish the life of the world in our care: 

 gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 

  trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 

 

One: But as time went on, people began to forget. They forgot they were part of 

creation. They forgot how they were called to care for the earth. They forgot that if the 

earth died, they would too. 

All sing: VU 307  v 2 

 We who endanger, who create hunger, 

  agents of death for all creatures that live, 

 we who would foster clouds of disaster, 

  God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

 

One: But God did not forget. When God looked at the people, our Creator saw his 

reflection. When God looked at the people, our Creator felt love swell in her heart. For 

God knew that all creation was good and that, in time, the people would remember and 

start to treat the earth and each other with compassionate hearts. 

All sing: VU 307  v 3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmVebPZYeZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmVebPZYeZA
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 Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 

  water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

 health in God's garden, hope in God's children, 

  regeneration that peace will complete. 

 

One: Once upon a time, when God’s love story began, all creation sang in peace. As we 

gather in worship this day, may our prayers join those of the earth as we bless this holy 

ground gifted to us so we might, through it, be reconnected to God. 

All sing: VU 307  v 4 

 God of all living, God of all loving, 

  God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 

 teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 

  using us gently and making us one. Amen! 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Choral Response: MV 61  I Praise You, O God (x2) 

I Praise You, O God - YouTube 

 

I praise you, O God, with all of my heart.  

With all the earth I will sing your praises. 

 

Prayer of Illumination:  

Open our spirits to receive the stories of your people, O God. Open our hearts to notice 

our own story within them. Open our minds that we might be transformed by the act of 

listening and receiving.   – written by Tori Mullin, St Johns, UC Gathering, Pentecost 2022 

 

Scripture: Matthew 6:24-34 
24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, 

or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 
25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 

they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And 

why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 

one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 

faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLIH4X43Dxc
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‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 

your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 

well. 34“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 

Today’s trouble is enough for today. 

  

Reflection  

 

Hymn: VU 242  Let All Things Now Living 

Sisters Heather and Raquelle Sheen together form the duo Joyful Harps and share 

their arrangement of this hymn in honour of their friends' anniversary. I invite you to 

sing along if you wish or to read the lyrics as you listen. The lyrics were written by 

Katherine Kennicott Davis in the 1920s and set to the Welsh melody "ASH GROVE." 

Davis studied at Wellesley College in Massachusetts, where she also worked as a music 

teaching assistant. During the 20s she taught voice and piano in private schools, and 

she later devoted herself to composing around 800 pieces, primarily for choir. One of 

her best known is "The Little Drummer Boy" or "Carol of the Drum" (1941). 

Let All Things Now Living - YouTube 

 

1 Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

  to God our Creator triumphantly raise; 

 who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 

  by guiding us on to the end of our days. 

 God's banners are o'er us, pure light goes before us, 

  a pillar of fire shining forth in the night; 

 till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 

  as forward we travel from light into Light. 

 

2 By law God enforces, the stars in their courses 

  and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

 the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 

  the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

 We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 

  with glad adoration a song let us raise: 

 till all things now living unite in thanksgiving, 

  to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 

 

Minute for Mission 

You have likely been there. A million and one things to do: errands, 

housekeeping, food prep, work, volunteering. Sometimes we can be so busy checking 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oO4n_CF0rvc
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off our to-do list that we forget to pause and appreciate all that God has blessed us with 

in life. 

Enter Thanksgiving. A time to stop and catalogue what we are grateful for. 

You top our list. 

This Thanksgiving, the Mission & Service team of the Philanthropy Unit is 

pausing to give thanks for you—our donors. 

Without you, we wouldn’t be able to help transform so many lives. 

Thanks to your support, we were able to provide 9,996 full vaccinations to those 

who need them most around the world. 

What’s more, since the pandemic struck, your generosity has helped raise over 

$525,000 in emergency gifts to help Mission & Service partners deliver personal 

protective equipment, distribute food, install sanitation stations, and support 

education programs to help prevent and control the spread of the disease. 

As the war in Ukraine continues to devastate lives, your generous gifts of over 

$1.3 million are helping to provide emergency shelter, clean water, food, and medical 

attention. The recently unveiled gift of food hampers and dignity kits for refugees in 

Ukraine featured in the Gifts with Vision catalogue is adding to this total (you'll see 

these new gifts starting Sept. 26!). 

These are just some of the tangible changes you help make possible. Behind each 

one of them is a changed life. 

In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he begins with a statement of thanksgiving: “I 

thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed 

throughout the world.” 

Ultimately, Jesus charged us with helping build a better world. On behalf of those 

we serve, thank you for rising to the challenge. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

O God, we give of our resources and we dedicate them to your service, to the coming of 

your will on earth. We pray you multiply them and rain down blessings on all. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: VU 959  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive  

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil 

for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

 

Prayers of the People 
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Closing Hymn: VU 236  Now Thank We All Our God 

A young musician plays on Trinity Lutheran Church's organ in honour of American 

Thanksgiving last year. Bravo! Not an easy task – usually organists are older, since 

students generally start learning on piano and then switch over to organ, but this young 

man demonstrates very advanced skills for his age. I like that the video catches a close-

up of his heel-toe technique. 

Eight year old plays the organ | Now Thank We All Our God LSB 895 | Happy 

Thanksgiving! - YouTube 
 

1 Now thank we all our God, with heart, 

  and hands, and voices, 

 who wondrous things has done, 

  in whom this world rejoices; 

 who from our mother's arms has blessed us on our way 

 with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

2 O may this bounteous God 

  through all our life be near us, 

 with ever joyful hearts 

  and blessed peace to cheer us, 

 and keep us strong in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

 and free us from all ill in this world and the next. 

 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

  for all that has been given, 

 the Son, and Spirit blest 

  who dwell in highest heaven, 

 the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 

 for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
 

In The Garden 

 

Benediction 

 

Blessing Song: MV 41 O Beautiful Gaia (Refrain x2) 

Refrain: O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  

                O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 

 

Online Postlude: two songs of thanks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPRR4b3IN0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPRR4b3IN0o
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I hope you enjoy these two songs of thanksgiving. The first is an a cappella gospel piece 

by Robert Deel arranged and performed by Michael Lining by recording and layering 

four vocal parts. The second is a piece by American contemporary Christian music 

singer-songwriter and worship leader Chris Tomlin whose recording features Thomas 

Rhett and the Florida Georgia Line. What are the things that you are thankful for in 

your life? 

I Just Want to Thank You, Lord (A Capella Gospel Song by Robert Deel) - YouTube 
Thank You Lord (ft. Thomas Rhett & Florida Georgia Line) - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuAra2XgHH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOgAmQvOUM0

