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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Oct 2, 2022 

Season of Creation 

Orange Shirt Day 

Worldwide Communion 

9:30 am @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
- Paper Shredding Event – Oct 15 @ 10 – 1 
- Love to sing? – speak with Heather – we are hoping to renew Carlisle choir 
 

This is the season of Creation. This is the fourth of 5 Sundays that we will be lifting up 
our relationship to God's created world. The word for the fourth week is reflect. 
   
Gathering Song: MV41  O Beautiful Gaia (Refrain x2) 
The Harmony Singers from Windsor Park United in Winnipeg sing Carolyn McDade's 
hymn in honour of Earth Day. 
"O Beautiful Gaia" - YouTube 
 
Refrain: O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home. 
                O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
As we light this candle we remember that the light of Christ shines anywhere and 

everywhere, showing us the path and guiding our way. 

 

Time for Reconciliation:   

We gather today within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and 

Anishinaabe peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who 

settled here bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold 

the rights and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that 

commitment, may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may 

we continue to seek right relations with all. 

 

Call to Worship: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9669Urv5Ss
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One: The United Church of Canada has discerned a call in the last few years. 

     All: We gather as United Church folks, seeking to follow God’s call. 

One: We are called for “such a time as this” (Esther 4:15). 

     All: We are called to dive into Deep Spirituality. 

One: We are called to live out Bold Discipleship. 

     All: We are called to awaken Daring Justice. 

One: We gather to ask the spirit to come and help us understand our call, both as a 

wider church and as a particular community of faith. 

     All: We are called for “such a time as this” (Esther 4:15). 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 265  Creating God, Your Fingers Trace 

Pianist Andrew Remillard plays the hymn tune "CREATION," which was adapted from 

Franz Joseph Haydn and is used in Jeffrey Rowthorn's hymn "Creating God, Your 

Fingers Trace." Welsh-born Rowthorn wrote this text while working as a Chapel 

Minister at Yale Divinity School in the seventies. 

The Spacious Firmament on High (Creation) - YouTube 
 

1 Creating God, your fingers trace 

 the bold designs of farthest space; 

 let sun and moon and stars and light 

 and what lies hidden praise your might. 

 

2 Sustaining God, your hands uphold 

 earth's mysteries known or yet untold; 

 let waters fragile blend with air, 

 enabling life, proclaim your care. 

 

3 Redeeming God, your arms embrace 

 all now despised for creed or race; 

 let peace, descending like a dove, 

 make known on earth your healing love. 

 

4 Indwelling God, your gospel claims 

 one family with a billion names; 

 let every life be touched by grace 

 until we praise you face to face. 

 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon: 

Powerful Christ, 

we are grateful that you came to us as a child, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mowNuV7G2ak
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who grew out of a community that nurtured, supported, and taught you the way of your 

ancestors. 

You have asked us to do the same: 

      to treat every child as we would treat you, 

      to love every person as you have loved us. 

We are grateful that 

      your power is rooted in love, not force; 

      your strength is displayed through community, not might. 

You have taught us to work toward a better world where all of creation thrives, 

      and where every child matters. 

On this Orange Shirt Day, 

we remember Phyllis Webstad as a child, 

and the stolen childhood of all the children forcibly raised by church-run institutions, 

known as residential schools. 

We lament how these institutions 

      stole from children the opportunity to grow in a safe and loving environment, 

      stole from Elders the opportunity to share their teachings and wisdom with younger 

            generations, and 

      stole from communities the opportunity to live intergenerationally. 

We mourn the children who never made it home, 

      the communities that were destroyed, 

      the broken hearts, 

      the stories never shared, and 

      the shattered relationships. 

We ask that you provide 

      comfort to all who are seeking healing and who daily wrestle with the ongoing 

harmful legacy of 

            these colonial institutions, 

      strength to all who name how colonial powers have harmed us as peoples and as a 

nation, 

            often at great personal cost, and 

      courage to all who are working toward reconciliation. 

Christ Child, 

As you grew, you reminded us to always welcome and care for children. 

We remember your children today. 

We lament and acknowledge the sinful ways that colonial powers tried to eradicate 

Indigenous cultures within Canada, 

      breaking Indigenous families, 

      removing children from their homes while destroying communities. 

And we pray for healing, 
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so that we who live together in this country 

      can also work together to build a better future 

      where all children are cherished, beloved, and given what they need to thrive. 

So that we may treat all children as we would treat you, our Beloved. 

May it be so. 

Amen. 

 

Choral Response: MV 61  I Praise You, O God (x2) 

I Praise You, O God - YouTube 
 

I praise you, O God, with all of my heart.  

With all the earth I will sing your praises. 

 

Prayer of Illumination:  

Open our spirits to receive the stories of your people, O God. Open our hearts to notice 

our own story within them. Open our minds that we might be transformed by the act of 

listening and receiving.   – written by Tori Mullin, St Johns, UC Gathering, Pentecost 2022 

 

Scripture: Luke 17:5-10 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7“Who among you would say to your slave 

who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once 

and take your place at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for 

me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and 

drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, when 

you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have 

done only what we ought to have done!’” 

 

Habakkuk 1:1 - 2:4 (Allison to read) 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and 

you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you make 

me see wrong-doing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife 

and contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked 

surround the righteous— therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
5Look at the nations, and see! Be astonished! Be astounded! For a work is being done in 

your days that you would not believe if you were told. 6For I am rousing the Chaldeans, 

that fierce and impetuous nation, who march through the breadth of the earth to seize 

dwellings not their own. 7Dread and fearsome are they; their justice and dignity 

proceed from themselves. 8Their horses are swifter than leopards, more menacing than 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLIH4X43Dxc
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wolves at dusk; their horses charge. Their horsemen come from far away; they fly like 

an eagle swift to devour. 9They all come for violence, with faces pressing forward; they 

gather captives like sand. 10At kings they scoff, and of rulers they make sport. They 

laugh at every fortress, and heap up earth to take it. 11Then they sweep by like the wind; 

they transgress and become guilty; their own might is their god! 
12Are you not from of old, O Lord my God, my Holy One? You shall not die. O Lord, you 

have marked them for judgment; and you, O Rock, have established them for 

punishment. 13Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, and you cannot look on 

wrongdoing; why do you look on the treacherous, and are silent when the wicked 

swallow those more righteous than they? 14You have made people like the fish of the 

sea, like crawling things that have no ruler. 15The enemy brings all of them up with a 

hook; he drags them out with his net, he gathers them in his seine; so he rejoices and 

exults. 16Therefore he sacrifices to his net and makes offerings to his seine; for by them 

his portion is lavish, and his food is rich. 17Is he then to keep on emptying his net, and 

destroying nations without mercy? 

2I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to 

see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2Then 

the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a 

runner may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the 

end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not 

delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by 

their faith. 

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn: VU 598  When Pain of the World 

Cantor and organist Christopher Rocco Prestia at the Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, shares his recording of this beautiful hymn by 

Jim Strathdee. I encourage you to not only sing along, but to give the lyrics a second 

read-through – they seem especially appropriate these days as we experience "our 

aching world in need," but they also offer hope and healing through God. 

Holy Trinity Hymn of the Day: "When Pain of the World Surrounds Us" ELW 704 - 

YouTube 
 

1 When pain of the world surrounds us 

  with darkness and despair, 

 when searching just confounds us 

  with false hopes everywhere, 

 when lives are starved for meaning 

  and destiny is bare, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9GbRepA7D4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9GbRepA7D4
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 we are called to follow Jesus 

  and let God's healing flow through us. 

 

2 We see with fear and trembling 

  our aching world in need, 

 confessing to each other 

  our wastefulness and greed. 

 May we with steadfast caring 

  the hungry children feed. 

 We are called to follow Jesus 

  and let God's justice flow through us. 

 

3 The church is a holy vessel 

  the living waters fill 

 to nourish all its people, 

  God's purpose to fulfill. 

 May we with humble courage 

  be open to God's will. 

 We are called to follow Jesus 

  and let God's spirit flow through us. 

 

4 We praise you for our journey 

  and your abundant grace, 

 your saving word that guided 

  a struggling human race. 

 O God, with all creation, 

  your future we embrace. 

 We are called to follow Jesus 

  and let God's changes flow through us. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

O God, we give of our resources and we dedicate them to your service, to the coming of 

your will on earth. We pray you multiply them and rain down blessings on all. 

 

Preface to Communion: 

Today is worldwide communion.  Around the world, everywhere, there are people 

partaking of communion, remembering the promise and the commandment of Jesus. 

Remembering him, remembering his commandment to love as he loved. Remembering 

our responsibility to our neighbours – especially our indigenous brothers and sisters 

who have, all around the world, been treated as less than, experiencing oppression and 
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injustice and genocide. As we come to the table, we remember and take to heart the 

words of this liturgy created by Teresa Burnett-Cole, an indigenous sister and United 

Church Minister. 

 

Sacrament of Communion for Seeking Right Relations: 

In response to the suffering inflicted upon children and families by the Indian 

residential school system 

 

– Teresa Burnett-Cole, Glebe-St. James U.C., Ottawa, Ont. Mississauga, Ont. 

 

Invitation to the Table: 

Welcome friends and relations! 

We meet here in the house of the Creator  

at the great feasting table. 

The Holy One who walked with our ancestors, 

walks with us now, and will walk with our children  

for years to come. 

 

In the very air that we breathe,  

in the sound of whistling wind  

and in the slap of the waves on the shore, 

we give you thanks for your presence. 

In the sound of children’s laughter,  

and in the songs of our elders, 

we give you thanks for your presence.  

 

One: Lift up your broken hearts: 

     All: We lift them up to God.  

One: Let us honour our Creator. 

     All: It is right to honour God.  

One: It is right to honour God and to give our thanks. 

     All: We give our thanks to God. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving: 

Creator and Giver of all life, Source of love.  

We bless you for all your gifts.  

You brought creation to birth and sent prophets  

to awaken us to your great dream— 

a dream in which everyone is treated with dignity and love, 

justice and mercy,  
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honour and hospitality. 

 

We praise you for elders and prophets, 

visionaries and leaders, teachers and preachers, 

all who have shared the great truth of your love. 

We praise you for our brother Jesus, 

Love in Human Form, 

who showed to us in womb and tomb, 

in cradle and cross,  

in tenderness and compassion, 

your Great Heart of Love.  

 

With the flying ones, the swimming ones, 

the four-legged ones, and the crawling ones,  

with rocks and trees, mountains and plains, 

with all creation, 

we humans raise our voices to you as we sing: 

 

All sing: MV 203  Holy, Holy, Holy 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus and Benedictus) | Kingsfold Communion Set - YouTube 
O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space.  

All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your grace. 

Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise. 

And blessed is the one who comes and bears your name always. 

 

As we gather at this feasting table,  

we remember that on the night before he died,  

Jesus feasted with his friends.  

He took a loaf of bread,  

thanked you as we have thanked you, 

broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:  

      “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.  

      Whenever you feast together, remember me.”  

Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks,  

passed it to his friends, saying:  

      “Drink. This cup is the promise of God, made in my blood. 

     Whenever you drink together, remember me.”  

Remembering your boundless love  

shown to us in Jesus Christ,  

we offer you our praise,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkvteRx8bSs
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as we proclaim the great mystery of our faith: 

 

All sing: MV 204  Memorial Acclamation 

Memorial Acclamation - Kingsfold Communion Set - YouTube 

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

 

Invocation: 

Holy Spirit,  

unite us at this feast and may it strengthen us  

to live the resurrected and reconciled life of Christ in creation.  

 

Prayers of the People: 

We remember the children of the Indian residential schools.  

We remember how they were plucked up from their homes  

by a system of arrogance that denied a good way of life.  

Their tears, their hunger, their loneliness, and their fears are not forgotten. 

The shame that was taught lingers yet.  

The pain that was inflicted upon their bodies remains.  

We remember the parents, the aunties, the uncles, 

the grandmas and grandpas left to grieve the empty places  

in their homes and their communities.  

Mothers were left with tear-stained aprons;  

fathers suffered in unyielding silence;  

how was it they were expected to carry on,  

having lost their joy, their purpose?  

And how was it that their community could continue to come together  

to celebrate life and move together toward a bright future,  

when their future was gone?  

How long will it take to strengthen family, homes, and spirits?  

How long will it take to heal the memories?  

Who must we be and what must we do  

to restore integrity and dignity to your world?  

God of all great transformation, in our lament, we cry out to you.  

God of all healing power, in our pain, we call your name.  

God of all life, in our hope, we come before you in humble prayer.  

We pray that all your children may once again sing  

and dance the songs planted in their hearts since time immemorial.  

We pray that in their play and in their learning  

they be strengthened in wisdom and truth.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88022Ei2h7U


10 
 

May they carry the knowledge of their ancestors— 

those ways of life that brought abundance and joy  

to this pilgrimage on earth.  

We pray for the children’s health and wholeness;  

may they reconnect with your unending love  

that they may once again know who they are,  

their giftedness and their value.  

We remember those children who have found their home in you.  

We acknowledge those who left this earth  

having heard no words of apology or lament.  

We are grateful that you hold these ones close  

and have granted to them eternal peace.  

As we move ahead into a time of truth-telling and reconciliation:  

We pray for parents and extended family. Release them from their feeling of guilt and 

burden. Lift them from their grief. May their homes once again ring out with laughter 

and hope.  

May their communities reflect the joy of their presence. May they come together to 

work toward reclaiming and renewing minds, bodies, emotions, and spirits.  

And finally, we pray that one day this world, your world, will be a place where children 

are no longer harmed and will never again be removed from a mother’s embrace or a 

father’s helping hand. We pray in the name of Jesus, your Son, who showed us a way to 

your Kingdom come on earth. All my relations. 

Through, with, and in Jesus, 

united in love by the Holy Spirit, 

we offer all glory to you, Creator, Source of Love, 

now and always. 

Amen. 

 

All sing: MV 205  Great Amen 

MV 205 Great Amen - YouTube 
Amen, amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen!  

Amen, amen, O Holy One, Hosanna and Amen! 

 

Prayer of Jesus: 

Our Mother and Father, 

Who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BIrxo6DxaI
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And do not let us fall into temptation and deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever, Amen. 

 

Words of Institution: 

Christ’s body broken and healed for you.  

The cup of rich blessing poured out for you. 

 

Welcome to the Table: 

One: Come, for all things are now ready. 

     All: Come to the table with all your kin 

             and share with all in need— 

One: the gift of healing for those of us in pain, 

the gift of reconciliation for those of us estranged, 

the gift of assurance for those of us in doubt, 

and the gift of hope for those of us in tears. 

     All: May we who share these gifts 

             share Christ with one another and with all our kin. 

 

Partaking of the Elements: 

Bread of life for the journey, 

Cup of blessing – may it bring justice. 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 418  Go Forth for God 

Cynthia and Emanuel McGladrey and organist Jon Stuber perform "Go Forth for God" 

for a virtual service at Salem First United Methodist Church. Keep an eye out for the 

instrumental verse 3: there is a surprise solo! 

Emanuel & Cynthia McGladrey & Jon Stuber Perform "Go Forth For God" - YouTube 
 

1 Go forth for God, go to the world in peace; 

 be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace, 

  in God's good Spirit daily to increase, 

  till in the kingdom we see face to face. 

 Go forth for God, go to the world in peace. 

 

2 Go forth for God, go to the world in love; 

 strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; 

  help the afflicted; richly from above 

  God's love supplies the grace and power we seek. 

 Go forth for God, go to the world in love. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWMMSpMe1Ao
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3 Go forth for God, go to the world in strength; 

 hold fast the good, be urgent for the right; 

  render to no one evil; Christ at length 

  shall overcome all darkness with his light. 

 Go forth for God, go to the world in strength. 

 

4 Go forth for God, go to the world in joy, 

 to serve God's people every day and hour, 

  and serving Christ, our every gift employ, 

  rejoicing in the Holy Spirit's power. 

 Go forth for God, go to the world in joy. 

 

Benediction 

 

Blessing Song: MV 41  O Beautiful Gaia (Refrain x2) 

Refrain: O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  

                O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 

 

Online Postlude: Buried Truth and Buried Truth Pt. 2 & 3 by DeeDee Austin 

In honour of Orange Shirt Day, I would like to share two songs by a young Mi'Kmaq 

singer, songwriter, and musician from Fall River, Nova Scotia. DeeDee Austin, who is 

just 16, shared a very personal composition last year that premiered on National 

Indigenous Peoples Day: "Buried Truth" is about the residential school system and its 

devastating effects on Indigenous peoples in Canada. It was inspired by stories from 

her own great-grandmother who attended Shubenacadie Indian Residential School. 

The second song, "Buried Truth Pt. 2 & 3," is an uplifting song recorded earlier this 

year about the process of healing now that the silence has been broken and the buried 

truth of the past has been revealed. 

Buried Truth - YouTube 

Buried Truth Pt. 2 & 3 - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRq3fkbZAhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVNankkMNnw

