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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sept. 18, 2022 

Season of Creation 

9:30 am @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
- Paper Shredding Event – Oct. 15 

 
This is the season of Creation. This is the second of 5 Sundays that we will be lifting up 
our relationship to God's created world and celebrating the beauty and abundance of 
harvest time, lamenting the destruction and seeking to re-create our role in 
maintaining a healthy Earth. The word for the second week is Reclaim. How can we 
reclaim our role as Stewards of Creation? 
   
Gathering Song: MV41 O Beautiful Gaia (Refrain x2) 
Thank you to Winfield United Church in BC for sharing this lyric video. 
O Beautiful Gaia MV 41 - YouTube 
 

O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  
O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 

 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
As we light this candle we remember that the light of Christ shines anywhere and 

everywhere, showing us the path and guiding our way. 

 

Time for Reconciliation:   

We gather today within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and 

Anishinaabe peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who 

settled here bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold 

the rights and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that 

commitment, may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may 

we continue to seek right relations with all. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOvVuT3PbC0
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Call to Worship:  

One: This is God’s World. 

     All: We marvel at the wonders of Creation. 

One: Let us Celebrate the beauty that surrounds us. 

     All: We know God as the source of all creation. 

One:  This is God’s time. 

     All: May God reclaim us as we come to worship. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 296 This Is God’s Wondrous World 

Jacob Crouse shares his music ministry on a Dunker Punks podcast. Dunker Punks 

identify as active, radical followers of Jesus; historically, the original group consisted of 

eight members who gathered together in Schwarzenau, Germany, seeking religious 

asylum as followers of the Pietist movement and forming the Church of the Brethren in 

1708. 

This Is God's Wondrous World - YouTube 

 

1 This is God's wondrous world, 

 and to my listening ears 

  all nature sings, and round me rings 

 the music of the spheres. 

 This is God's wondrous world; 

 I rest me in the thought 

  of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 

 God's hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2 This is God's wondrous world: 

 the birds their carols raise; 

  the morning light, the lily white, 

 declare their Maker's praise. 

 This is God's wondrous world: 

 God shines in all that's fair; 

  in the rustling grass or mountain pass, 

 God's voice speaks everywhere. 

 

3 This is God's wondrous world: 

 O let me ne'er forget 

  that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

 God is the ruler yet. 

 This is God's wondrous world: 

 why should my heart be sad? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKGyNEJy4AQ
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  Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: 

 God reigns, let earth be glad! 

 

Opening Prayer: 

O God, the only source of life and energy and wealth, 

 defend our planet earth.  

Teach us to conserve 

 and not to squander the riches of nature, 

to use aright the heritage of former generations, 

and to plan for the welfare of our children's children. 

Renew our wonder, awaken our concern, 

and make us better stewards and more careful tenants 

 of the world you lend us as our home. 

Hear us, O God, our creator and redeemer, 

 in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Choral Response: MV 61 I Praise You, O God (x2) 

I invite you to join in singing this brief hymn of praise by David Robertson based on 

Psalm 138:1. 

I Praise You, O God - YouTube 
 

I praise you, O God, with all of my heart.  

With all the earth I will sing your praises. 

 

Prayer of Illumination:  

Open our spirits to receive the stories of your people, O God. Open our hearts to notice 

our own story within them. Open our minds that we might be transformed by the act of 

listening and receiving. – written by Tori Mullin, St Johns, UC Gathering, Pentecost 2022 

 

Scripture: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
18My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. 19Hark, the cry of my poor people 

from far and wide in the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why 

have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?”) 20“The 

harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” 21For the hurt of my poor 

people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 22Is there no balm in 

Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not 

been restored? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLIH4X43Dxc
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9 O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I 

might weep day and night for the slain of my poor people! 

 

Word of the Day: Reclaim 

 

Video: Mother Earth: Stewards of Creation - YouTube 

 

Hymn: VU 303 For Beauty of Prairies 

Although I couldn't find a recording of this hymn as it appears in Voices United, it can 

be sung to alternate tunes, including ST DENIO (which you will recognize!). In this 

recording, the tune is performed by Oladapo Okunmuyide, the organist and Music 

Director of New Wine Ensemble and the Resident Organist at Archbishop Vining 

Memorial Church Cathedral, both located in Ikeja Lagos, Nigeria. 

Immortal, Invisible, God only wise. Tune: St. Denio - YouTube 
 

1 For beauty of prairies, for grandeur of trees, 

 for flowers of woodlands, for creatures of seas, 

 for all you created and gave us to share, 

 we praise you, Creator, extolling your care. 

 

2 As stewards of beauty received at your hand, 

 as creatures who hear your most urgent command, 

 we turn from our wasteful destruction of life, 

 confessing our failures, confessing our strife. 

 

3 Teach us once again to be gardeners in peace; 

 all nature around us is ours but on lease; 

 your name we would hallow in all that we do, 

 fulfilling our calling, creating with you. 

 

Scripture: Luke 16:1-13 

16 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he 

summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 

accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any 

longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 

taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 

beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 

welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 

asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GskqGBNptUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9npktuHi05Y
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olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he 

asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of 

wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended 

the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I 

tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 

gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 10“Whoever is faithful in a very 

little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also 

in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust 

to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 

who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 

either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

 

Reflection  

 

Hymn: MV 135 Called by Earth and Sky 

This recording is from the composer Pat Mayberry's own album Labyrinth, Songs for 

the Journey (2009). Mayberry is a Canadian singer-songwriter and hymnist whose 

music often involves themes of spirituality, social justice, and our relationship with 

nature. She learned piano from a young age and guitar in her teens, and later joined a 

blues band; besides being a musician, composer, and recording artist, she has also been 

a hospital and community social worker. 

Called by Earth and Sky - YouTube 

 

Refrain: Called by earth and sky,  

     promise of hope held high.  

     This is our sacred living trust,  

                treasure of Life, sanctified,  

                called by earth and sky   

1. Precious these waters, endless seas,  

deep ocean’s dream,  

waters of healing, rivers of rain,  

the wash of love again.  R  

 

2. Precious this gift, the air we breathe;  

wind born and free.  

Breath of the Spirit, blow through this place,  

our gathering and our grace.  R 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGIYVfEaATA
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3. Precious these mountains, ancient sands;  

vast fragile land.  

Seeds of our wakening, rooted and strong,  

Creation’s faithful song.  R 

 

4. Precious the fire that lights our way,  

bright dawning day.  

Fire of passion, sorrows undone,  

our faith and justice one.  R 

 

Minute for Mission: 

It seems there’s a day set aside for everything under the sun: World Nerd Day, 

Pistachio Day, and Squirrel Appreciation Day to name a few. There are so many special 

days that we can become immune to them. But when September 21 rolls around every 

year, it’s important to tune in. 

The International Day of Peace was initiated by the United Nations over 40 years 

ago and is observed around the world on September 21. We mark this day today as the 

Sunday immediately preceding Sept 21.  

The theme this year is “End Racism. Build Peace.” 

Why? 

“Racism continues to poison institutions, social structures, and everyday life in 

every society. It continues to be a driver of persistent inequality. And it continues to 

deny people their fundamental human rights. It destabilizes societies, undermines 

democracies and erodes the legitimacy of governments,” says António Guterres, United 

Nations Secretary General. 

News emerging from Ukraine and fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic perfectly 

illustrate Guterres’ point. 

As people fled Ukraine, social media feeds became flooded with a deluge of 

reports outing the mistreatment and abuse of people of colour at the borders. Countless 

reports told the ugly tale of people of colour prevented from crossing borders while 

White Ukrainians were ushered to safety. Similarly, racism reared its ugly head during 

the pandemic. Anti-Asian rhetoric surged alongside COVID-19, and statistics emerged 

revealing that people of colour were more likely to be hospitalized and die from the 

virus. 

There can be no peace without justice. Each one of us needs to do what we can. 

“We all have a role to play in fostering peace. And tackling racism is a crucial way 

to contribute,” reads the United Nation’s website. “We can work to dismantle the 

structures that entrench racism in our midst. We can support movements for equality 
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and human rights everywhere. We can speak out against hate speech―both offline and 

online. We can promote anti-racism through education and reparatory justice.” 

Your support through Mission & Service helps us as a whole United Church to 

work toward a world free of racism and racial discrimination by supporting educational 

initiatives, programs, and partners working hard to dismantle racism. 

Thank you for helping build a better world―a world where we are eager to 

honour the Divine spirit in everyone. 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

O God, We give of our resources and we dedicate them to your service, to the coming of 

your will on earth. We pray you multiply them and rain down blessings on all. 

 

Prayers of the People: 

As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in 

our prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Appleby. We pray for their 

ministry and spiritual wellbeing. 

In a time of creation awareness we pause to give thanks for the wonders that 

surround us. We celebrate the blessings of Earth, nestled like a speck of dust in the 

great universe and at the same time home to life and beauty: from the amoeba to the 

antelope, from plankton to great whale, from newborn infant to wizened elder.  

We lament the desecration of the sacred gifts: the impact we and our habits have 

on Earth and environment. We mourn the species now extinct from over-hunting or 

loss of habitat. Move us to repent of our ways and live in harmony with Earth, our 

mother, and sun and moon, our sister and brother.  

We give thanks for the breath of life, and pray that we may use our breath, our 

voices, and our lives to stand in solidarity with those places and peoples under threat or 

siege due to climate change or any other violence. Strengthen us to keep solidarity.  

Finally, we turn back to our own circles and community, rejoicing at the love of 

friends, family, and congregation and, at the same time, calling to mind all who cannot 

be in this circle today and those who are in any particular need. Keep us in communion 

with the sick, the dying, and the bereaved.  

Bless, O Holy One, our prayers and our intentions that they may be added to the 

mending of the world. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 231 I Sing the Mighty Power 

I hope you enjoy the harmonies of The Ball Brothers featured on Gaither Music TV. 

They use same tune as "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna" (VU 123), different from the tune in 

our hymn books. The words were composed by Isaac Watts, a minister and prolific 

hymnist, and were published in his 1715 volume Divine Songs Attempted in Easy 

https://united-church.ca/donate
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/anti-racism
https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92243


8 
 

Language for the Use of Children. This collection of didactic, moral poetry served as a 

standard school textbook for nearly 200 years. 

The Ball Brothers - I Sing the Mighty Power of God [Live] - YouTube 
 

1 I sing the mighty power of God  

  that made the mountains rise, 

 that spread the flowing seas abroad, 

  and built the lofty skies. 

 I sing the wisdom that ordained 

  the sun to rule the day; 

 the moon shines full at God's command 

  and all the stars obey. 

 

2 I sing the goodness of the One 

  who filled the earth with food; 

 who formed the creatures with a word, 

  and then pronounced them good. 

 O God, your wonders are displayed 

  where'er I turn my eye; 

 if I survey the ground I tread, 

  or gaze upon the sky! 

 

3 There's not a plant or flower below 

  but makes your glories known; 

 and clouds arise, and tempests blow, 

  by order from your throne; 

 while all that borrows life from you 

  is ever in your care, 

 and everywhere that I may be, 

  you, God, are present there. 
 

Benediction 

 

Blessing Song: MV 41 O Beautiful Gaia (Refrain x2) 

O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  

           O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 

 

Online Postlude: God of the Sparrow by Jonathan Cook (lyrics) and Craig Courtney 

(music) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCLCHebTKas
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Based on its title, I thought this choral anthem was going to be a song about the natural 

world that would reflect the church's current season of Creation. But it is instead a 

prayer for the peace, comfort, and love of God. I was so struck by the lyrics' earnestness 

and quiet hope, the choir's wonderful expressiveness, the music's gentle lyricism and 

warm harmonies, and the beauty of the accompanying images… that I had to share this 

video. What a gorgeous piece. 

God of the Sparrow by Craig Courtney from Beckenhorst Press - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oqhq1MhVoHY

