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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sept. 11, 2022 

Season of Creation 

9:30 am @ Kilbride 

11 am @ Carlisle 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
     This is the season of Creation. For the following 5 Sundays, we will be lifting up our 
relationship to God's created world and celebrating the beauty and abundance of 
harvest time, lamenting the destruction and seeking to re-create our role in 
maintaining a healthy Earth. The word for the first week is REPENT. 
     The liturgical colour for the season of Creation is Orange. Orange is a warm colour 
associated with creativity, fruitfulness, endurance and strength. It recalls the sunrise 
and sunset, fall and harvest and the changing season with the last blast of colour before 
winter. Orange contains the red of passion tempered by the yellow of wisdom. 
     Gaia was the Greek goddess of Earth, mother of all life, similar to the Roman Terra 
Mater (mother Earth) reclining with a cornucopia, or the Andean Pachamama, the 
Hindu Prithvi, “the Vast One,” or the Hopi Kokyangwuti, Spider Grandmother, who 
with Sun god Tawa created Earth and its creatures. In the 1970s, James Lovelock and 
biologist Lynn Margulis authored a book proposing a hypothesis which came to be 
known as the Gaia principle, basically stating that life on Earth self-regulates its 
environment to create optimal conditions for the additional advancement of life.  
This concept, along with the legends of old surrounding the Earth Goddess Gaia, has 
been married to the story in Genesis of God creating all life from the earth and so 
ecological Christian theology celebrates the birthing of all life from Mother Earth. The 
Spirit works through symbolism to touch our minds and hearts and so I hope you will 
embrace the following gathering song as praise to our Maker. 
  
Gathering Song: MV41 O Beautiful Gaia (Refrain x2) 
Refrain: O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  
                O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
As we light this candle, we remember that the light of Christ shines anywhere and 

everywhere, showing us the path and guiding our way. 
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Time for Reconciliation:   

We gather today within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and 

Anishinaabe peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who 

settled here bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold 

the rights and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that 

commitment, may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may 

we continue to seek right relations with all. 

 

Call to Worship:  

One: We gather here this morning  

     All: seeking to ground our lives in God’s love. 

One: We gather here this morning 

     All: knowing there is One loving force which sustains all life on earth. 

One: We gather here this morning 

     All: to praise and worship God, the Creator. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: MV 41 O Beautiful Gaia 

This hymn is by Carolyn McDade, a songwriter, spiritual feminist, and social activist. 

Her personal website reads, "Gradually the idea is taking form that Earth is common 

ground and that land must be held in safekeeping for the generations to come. Support 

grows for the land ethic that recognizes our 'common ground' from mountaintop to 

meadow, river to rocky coast. Our lands may well hold an essential key to the recovery 

of ourselves and the healing of the deep alienation and violence in our cultures." 

"O Beautiful Gaia" - YouTube 
 

Refrain: O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  

                O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 

 

Soil yielding its harvest, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Soil yielding its harvest, calling us on.  R 

 

Waves crashing on granite, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Waves crashing on granite, calling us on.  R 

 

Pine bending in windstorm, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Pines bending in windstorm, calling us on.  R 

 

Loon nesting in marshland, O Gaia, calling us home. 

Loon nesting in marshland, calling us on.  R 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9669Urv5Ss
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Opening Prayer with Confession and Assurance of Pardon: 

Loving Creator, we gather here today in awe of all your wonders of this world. Your 

grace is endless and touches every corner of this universe. You are an amazing God. 

You nurture our bodies and souls. You call us into life and call us back to you when our 

life is done. It is in you and through you that we are granted life. We sometimes forget 

the wonder of breath and take life for granted. We go away from you. We pause now 

and open our hearts to you. We lay before you our thoughts and actions that have 

caused harm to ourselves, to others or to your creation. Hear our prayers. 

                                                   Silence is kept. 

Declare your word into our hearts, our minds, our lives, so that we know it, feel it, live 

it and guide us so we may return to your way and bring healing to your world. Amen. 

 

Choral Response: MV 61 I Praise You, O God (x2) 

https://youtu.be/mLIH4X43Dxc 

 

I praise you, O God, with all of my heart.  

With all the earth I will sing your praises. 

 

Prayer of Illumination: 

Open our spirits to receive the stories of your people, O God. Open our hearts to notice 

our own story within them. Open our minds that we might be transformed by the act of 

listening and receiving.   – written by Tori Mullin, St Johns, UC Gathering, Pentecost 2022 

 

Scripture: Jeremiah 4:11-13, 19-28 (read by Allison) 
11At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me 

out of the bare heights in the desert toward my poor people, not to winnow or cleanse—
12a wind too strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against them. 13Look! He 

comes up like clouds, his chariots like the whirlwind; his horses are swifter than 

eagles—woe to us, for we are ruined! 
19My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh, the walls of my heart! My heart is 

beating wildly; I cannot keep silent; for I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of 

war. 20Disaster overtakes disaster, the whole land is laid waste. Suddenly my tents are 

destroyed, my curtains in a moment. 21How long must I see the standard, and hear the 

sound of the trumpet? 22“For my people are foolish, they do not know me; they are 

stupid children, they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil, but do not 

know how to do good.” 23I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the 

heavens, and they had no light. 24I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, 

and all the hills moved to and fro. 25I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the 

birds of the air had fled. 26I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its 

cities were laid in ruins before the Lord, before his fierce anger. 27For thus says 

https://youtu.be/mLIH4X43Dxc


4 
 

the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 28Because 

of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I have spoken, I 

have purposed; I have not relented nor will I turn back. 

 

Video: Dear Future Generations: Sorry - YouTube 

Word of the Day: Repent 

 

Hymn: VU 307 Touch the Earth Lightly 

Shirley Erena Murray and Colin Gibson's 1991 hymn is performed here by Ann 

Howlett-Foster from the Cambridge Citadel (CAMSA Church), part of the Salvation 

Army, and was filmed on location in Cambridge, UK. I hope this video makes you think 

of your own gardens, the green spaces within and without the community, and how we 

can all be good stewards of the land by actively striving to "touch the earth lightly." 

Touch the earth lightly - YouTube 

 

1 Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 

  nourish the life of the world in our care: 

 gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 

  trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 

 

2 We who endanger, who create hunger, 

  agents of death for all creatures that live, 

 we who would foster clouds of disaster, 

  God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

 

3 Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 

  water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

 health in God's garden, hope in God's children, 

  regeneration that peace will complete. 

 

4 God of all living, God of all loving, 

  God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 

 teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 

  using us gently and making us one. 

 

Scripture: Luke 15:1-10 (Lay Reader) 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a 

hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRLJscAlk1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhUrQs_DB_k
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and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his 

shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 

lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what woman 

having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 

and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 

lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents.” 

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn: VU 276 O God Who Shaped Creation 

I had difficultly finding this hymn on YouTube, but managed to locate the jaunty 1923 

STOKESAY CASTLE tune by Eric H. Thiman that it is based on. This tune was 

originally composed to the words "Stand up, stand up for Jesus." Thank you to organist 

Robin Beaumont who recorded it for St James's United Reformed Church in 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. I invite you to listen to the melody once before you start singing. 

Christ is the World's Redeemer (Stokesay Castle in C) Organ - YouTube 
 

1 O God who shaped creation 

  at earth's chaotic dawn, 

 your word of power was spoken, 

  and lo! the dark was gone! 

 You framed us in your image, 

  you brought us into birth, 

 you blessed our infant footsteps 

  and shared your splendoured earth. 

 

2 O God, with pain and anguish 

  a mother sees her child 

 embark on dead-end pathways, 

  alluring, but defiled; 

 so too your heart is broken 

  when hate and lust increase, 

 when worlds you birthed and nurtured 

  spurn ways that lead to peace. 

 

3 Although your heart is broken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WopQbq_w8PE
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  when people scorn your ways, 

 you never cease your searching 

  through evil's tangled maze; 

 and when we cease our running, 

  your joys, O God, abound 

 as of a searching woman 

  when treasured coin is found. 

 

4 In mercy and compassion 

  your goodness is revealed; 

 with tenderness you touch us, 

  and broken hearts are healed. 

 You claim us as your children, 

  you strip our prideful shame; 

 with freedom born of mercy 

  we bless your holy name! 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering: 

O God, we give of our resources and we dedicate them to your service, to the coming of 

your will on earth. We pray you multiply them and rain down blessings on all. 

 

Prayers of the People: (written by Bruce Prewer)  

Shepherd God, always you have loved your people: Sarah and Abraham, Rachel, Jacob, 

Joshua, Rahab, Hannah, Hosea, Elizabeth and Mary. You are a God who goes looking 

for mere nobodies and does remarkable things for them and through them. We give 

thanks for your unceasing compassion and faithfulness. 

  

Shepherd God, when the time was just right you sent to us one special, mature young 

Person, whose readiness to gather in the stragglers, the rebels and the lost has won him 

the adoration of the centuries. We give thanks for Jesus of Nazareth, our Friend, 

Saviour and Lord. 

  

Shepherd God, when Jesus had completed his work, you made more available to us 

your own Spirit, to be with us always. By your Spirit you lead us and inspire us, teach, 

counsel and comfort us. We give thanks for your Holy Spirit, the Advocate who never 

wearies, the Friend who never sleeps. 

 

Home-loving God, you are like a woman who treasures all things in her household, 

grieving over even the smallest thing that becomes lost. Please enlarge the scope of our 

compassion until our prayers align with your wide love for all people on earth. 
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We pray for the millions in populous regions like Asia. We confess that we tend to 

regard the suffering or death of a few thousand as of no consequence. Yet by your will 

every heart beats and in your love each life is precious. Please bless them with the same 

favour we ask you to bestow on our dearest friends. 

  

We pray for those citizens of our own country whom we do not know. Many are to us 

only statistics: a certain number with AIDS, a number with heart disease, a number 

mentally ill, and a certain number of road accidents. Please be with each individual in 

their trauma and grief, and bless every compassionate voice and hand that reaches out 

to them. 

 

We pray for all other congregations and denominations. Some we know a little, some 

we pray for occasionally, and this week we especially hold Hamilton: St. Andrew's in 

prayer. And there are congregations and denominations we don’t want to have 

anything to do with. On this day, please grace every congregation and denomination 

with those rich blessings we seek for our own. 

  

Home-loving God, we pray now for our nearest and dearest, especially for any who are 

bewildered, rebellious, lost, hurting, or sorrowing. Like a mother who treasures each 

individual and seeks the good of all, please be with these who are precious to us. 

  

Through Jesus Christ our Good Shepherd. 

Amen! 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 322 O God, Whose First Creative Word 

This proved another tricky hymn to find on YouTube, but many thanks to the amateur 

organist in this video who shares a few verses of the 1861 hymn tune MELITA upon 

which it is based. The tune was taken up again 124 years later when Judith Fetter 

composed her lyrics about the triune God who "set universes into place." 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save (Melita) - YouTube 
 

1 O God, whose first creative word 

 set universes into place, 

 who stretched across the whirling void 

 infinities of time and space; 

 O speak to our chaotic day 

 a word of ordered grace, we pray. 

 

2 O Christ who came, the living word, 

https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92292
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETwMYyTH6tg
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 proclaiming love's redeeming power, 

 who drained the tempter's bitter cup 

 and triumphed in earth's darkest hour; 

 O speak to our despair and pain 

 a word that kindles hope again. 

 

3 O Spirit, ever-present word, 

 God's agent of transforming grace, 

 who seeks to enter every heart 

 with light its darkness to replace; 

 O speak within the hearts we raise 

 a joyful word of faith and praise. 

 

Benediction 

 

Blessing Song: MV 41 O Beautiful Gaia (Refrain x2) 

Refrain: O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home.  

                O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 

 

Online Postlude: Song of Soulshine by Yatao 

I thought you might enjoy listening to something a little more unusual this week: an 

improvisation with handpan and didgeridoo performed by the duo Yatao Music, 

consisting of German duo Malte Marten and Alex Mercks. I imagine these musicians 

were inspired by their natural surroundings while the sun set – you can even hear the 

sounds of birds in the distance if you listen closely. 

Song of Soulshine | Yatao | Handpan & Didgeridoo - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dR52rCTnf_s

