
 

 

 

Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

July 31, 2022 

Joint Service 

10 am @ Carlisle 
Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 

Office: 905-689-8630 

 

Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle  
 
Gathering Hymn: MV 16  Come and Fill Our Hearts (repeat several times) 
I invite you to centre yourself by singing this Taizé hymn with the Grace Notes 
ensemble at First Christian Church in Bryan, Texas. 
Come and Fill Our Hearts with Your Peace - YouTube 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, 

alleluia! 

 

Time for Reconciliation:   

As we join together this morning, we remember with gratitude that we live, love, pray, 

and sing within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe 

peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who settled here 

bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold the rights 

and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that commitment, 

may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may we continue to 

seek right relations with all. 

 

Call to Worship:  

It is in this place of holiness that we can come with our fears, 

our doubts, all the questions of our hearts. 

     We come to this place, to hear the words of peace, 

     of hope, of joy God speaks to us. 

It is in this place of discovery 

that we can come searching. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=to01d0ejx7c


     We come to this place, to find 

     the One who has been looking for us. 

It is in this place of openness 

that we can come knocking. 

     We come to this place, to be embraced 

     by the One whose heart is never locked. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 333  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

We know this hymn so well I thought it might be interesting to hear it set to a different 

tune, including a lovely descant in the final verse. Harmonious Chorale is a multi-

award-winning interdenominational choir based in Accra, Ghana, founded in 2007. 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling | Tune ‘Kras’ by N. Annan | Descant arranged by K. 

A.Harrison - YouTube 

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

  joy of heaven to earth come down, 

 fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

  all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

  pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

  enter every trembling heart. 

 

2 Come, almighty to deliver; 

  let us all thy grace receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

  nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

  serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 

  glory in thy perfect love. 

 

3 Finish, then, thy new creation; 

  pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

  perfectly restored in thee, 

 changed from glory into glory, 

  till in heaven we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

  lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDmzKNAz3T4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDmzKNAz3T4


Prayer of Confession & Assurance of God’s Blessing: 

Holy One, You know our hearts. You know what is preventing each of us from residing 

in your grace and living your gospel. As we pray together in silence, help us to name 

those things and give them into your redeeming love. Amen. 

         (silence) 

We give thanks for your unconditional love that meets us where we are, then brings us 

into better and better ways of being! 

 

Choral Response: MV 115  Behold, Behold! I Make All Things New 

John Bell's short, affirming hymn is based on 2 Corinthians 5:17. Please feel free to sing 

along with Christina Cichos and Bryn Nixon from Pacific Spirit United. 

Hymn: More Voices 115 - Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New - YouTube 
 

Behold (behold), behold (behold), 

I make all things new, 

beginning with you 

and starting from today. 

 

Behold (behold), behold (behold), 

I make all things new, 

my promise is true, 

for I am Christ the way. 

 

Prayer of Approach: 

Loving God of heaven and earth: 

the morning breezes 

     whisper your holy name, 

the trees clap their hands 

     in time to creation's songs of joy. 

You build your community in our midst, 

     despite our best efforts to tear it down. 

Your simple gifts of love and peace 

     are of more value than all 

          the world promises us. 

 

Jesus Christ, Teacher of our hearts: 

you walk with us 

through the streets of fear and failure, 

     holding our hands 

     so we have no need 

          to reach out for the Evil One. 

You give us words to speak 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p_tfEAm1F8


     when the worries of our lives 

          turn us speechless. 

 

Spirit of Grace and Hope: 

your river of mercy 

tumbles through us 

     washing our hearts of all 

     we cannot release, 

          so we may reach out and embrace 

               all who have hurt us. 

Your peace defends the weak, 

     your glory shines in the oppressed, 

     your justice embraces all people. 

 

God in Community, Holy in One, 

we lift our hearts to you, 

as we pray as Jesus has taught, saying, 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your name. 
        Your kingdom come. 

    Your will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread. 
      And forgive us our debts, 

        as we also have forgiven  

   our debtors. 
       And do not bring us to the time of trial, 

    but rescue us from the evil one. Amen. 

 

Hymn: VU 382  Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

I hope you enjoy this Christian brass ensemble known as Only Brass (although I hear a 

little percussion in this arrangement!). Both text and tune were composed during 

Victorian times, and in Hebrew and Greek the word for "spirit" is the same as 

"wind/air/breath" – meaning that the "Breath of God" is in reference to the "Spirit of 

God." 

Banda de Vientos (Band Brass) - Breathe On Me, Breath of God - YouTube 

 

1 Breathe on me, breath of God, 

 fill me with life anew, 

 that I may love what thou dost love, 

 and do what thou wouldst do. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVNQ3YQ6sGs


 

2 Breathe on me, breath of God, 

 until my heart is pure, 

 until my will is one with thine, 

 to do and to endure. 

 

3 Breathe on me, breath of God, 

 till I am wholly thine, 

 until this earthly part of me 

 glows with thy fire divine. 

 

4 Breathe on me, breath of God: 

 so shall I never die, 

 but live with thee the perfect life 

 of thine eternity. 

 

Prayer of Illumination: Holy Wisdom, come. Bring us your Word that liberates. 

Quiet all that turns us against ourselves, one another, or any of your creatures and 

creations. Lead us in love that mends and restores. Amen. 

  

Scripture: Luke 11:1-13 

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to 

him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2He said to them, “When 

you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day 

our daily bread. 4And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to 

us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you 

has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 

loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before 

him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been 

locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I 

tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 

at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 9“So I 

say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 

will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 

finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among 

you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child 

asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask him!” 

 

Reflection 

 



Hymn: VU 266  Amazing Grace 

This is one of those hymns that we know so well and that many artists have performed 

since its publication in 1779 – but I encourage you to approach it as if it is new. What 

impact do the words have on you? How does the music speak to you? Here are a couple 

recorded versions that are very different from the chorale style we usually sing. The 

first is by Sam Cooke and the Soul Stirrers, an American gospel group active in the 

1920s-60s. The second is a more recent impromptu mall performance by boogie-

woogie pianist Terry Miles. Hope you enjoy these different approaches! 

Amazing Grace - YouTube 
DUDE ROCKS OUT AMAZING GRACE TO AMAZED CROWD - YouTube 

 

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

 that saved a wretch like me! 

 I once was lost, but now am found, 

 was blind, but now I see. 

 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

 and grace my fears relieved; 

 how precious did that grace appear 

 the hour I first believed. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

 I have already come; 

 'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 

 and grace will lead me home. 

 

4 The Lord has promised good to me, 

 this word my hope secures; 

 God will my shield and portion be 

 as long as life endures. 

 

5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 

 bright shining as the sun, 

 we've no less days to sing God's praise 

 than when we'd first begun. 

  

Prayer of Dedication: 

Holy One, we recognize the gifts given with thanksgiving and with joyous hearts for 

Christ lives in each act of kindness and self-giving. Let Christ live in each life touched 

by the giving and receiving of these gifts. Amen. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXVtCnPQQSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ox-Ay6jnEGs


Prayers of the People: 

As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 

prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Pioneer Memorial. We pray for their 

ministry and spiritual wellbeing. 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 296 This Is God’s Wondrous World 

Please join in singing with the choir of Assembly Mennonite Church (Goshen, Indiana), 

a congregation that highly values shared leadership, participatory creative worship, 

gatherings of small intergenerational groups outside of Sunday worship, inclusivity, 

justice, and peacemaking. Look at these choristers, masked and socially distanced – not 

an easy thing for a choir – and yet still sounding this good! 

This is God's Wondrous World - YouTube 
 

1 This is God's wondrous world, 

 and to my listening ears 

  all nature sings, and round me rings 

 the music of the spheres. 

 This is God's wondrous world; 

 I rest me in the thought 

  of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 

 God's hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2 This is God's wondrous world: 

 the birds their carols raise; 

  the morning light, the lily white, 

 declare their Maker's praise. 

 This is God's wondrous world: 

 God shines in all that's fair; 

  in the rustling grass or mountain pass, 

 God's voice speaks everywhere. 

 

3 This is God's wondrous world: 

 O let me ne'er forget 

  that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

 God is the ruler yet. 

 This is God's wondrous world: 

 why should my heart be sad? 

  Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: 

 God reigns, let earth be glad! 

 

Benediction 

 

https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92290
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7SdrPAfLEc


Online Postlude:  

What could be a better follow-up to "This Is God's Wondrous World" than Louis 

Armstrong's classic "What a Wonderful World"? Although it was first recorded and 

released as a single in 1967, this particular version is from a few years later during a 

performance that Armstrong prefaced with a spoken introduction. This song has a 

fascinating history – if you are interested, you can read about it here: “What A 

Wonderful World”Louis Armstrong:1967-68 | The Pop History Dig. 

Louis Armstrong - What A Wonderful World (Original Spoken Intro Version) ABC 

Records 1967, 1970 - YouTube 

 

 

https://pophistorydig.com/topics/wonderful-world-armstrong/
https://pophistorydig.com/topics/wonderful-world-armstrong/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nGKqH26xlg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nGKqH26xlg

