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Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle  
 
Gathering Hymn: MV 16  Come and Fill Our Hearts (repeat several times) 
This beautiful Taizé piece has been orchestrated by Mark Haas and is performed by St 
Martin de Porres Quartet and Orchestra. 
Come and Fill, Taize (Orchestrated by Mark Haas) - YouTube 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, 

alleluia! 

 

Time for Reconciliation:   

As we join together this morning, we remember with gratitude that we live, love, pray, 

and sing within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe 

peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who settled here 

bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold the rights 

and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that commitment, 

may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may we continue to 

seek right relations with all. 

 

Call to Worship:  

A: All around us we observe a pregnant creation. 

B: Creation waiting to give birth.  

(bell chime) 

A: The difficult times of pain throughout the world are simply birth pangs. 

B: A labour of justice and peace.  

(bell chime) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_un6kAM7sM


A: God’s Holy Spirit is midwife to the coming glory 

B: And it’s not only around us; it’s within us.  

(bell chime) 

A: The Spirit of God is arousing us within. 

B: We’re also feeling the birth pangs.  

(bell chime) 

A: These sterile and barren bodies of ours are yearning for full deliverance.  

B: That is why waiting does not diminish us,  

     any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant mother.  

(bell chime) 

B: We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what is enlarging us. But the   

     longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful our expectancy. 

(bell chime) 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 820 Psalm 100 Make a Joyful Noise 

Who could perform it better than the composer herself?! Linnea Good (voice, piano) 

performs this energizing psalm with her husband David Jonsson (drums) and Alex 

Rempel (bass) at First Metropolitan Church in the North Park neighbourhood of 

Victoria, BC. Although many of you probably know Linnea as a Christian singer-

songwriter and Biblical storyteller, she also teaches ukulele lessons and is one of the 

leaders of "Ukulele Church," affiliated with the United Church of Canada. 

Linnea Good - Make a Joyful Noise (Official music video) - YouTube 
 

 Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

 Worship your God with gladness. 

 Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

 Come to this place with a song! 

 

1 Know that your God has made you. 

 Know it's to God we belong. 

 And come to this place with joyfulness and praise. 

 Worship your God with a song!  R 

 

2 Enter these gates, thanks giving. 

 Enter these courts with praise. 

 Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name. 

 Worship your God with a song!  R 

 

3 Ages through endless ages, 

 seasons of endless years, 

 the love of our Maker ever shall endure. 

 Worship your God with a song!  R 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5hoeObqNGc


 

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of God’s Blessing: 

Holy One, You know our hearts. You know what is preventing each of us from residing 

in your grace and living your gospel. As we pray together in silence, help us to name 

those things and give them into your redeeming love. Amen. 

(silence) 

We give thanks for your unconditional love that meets us where we are, then brings us 

into better and better ways of being! 

 

Choral Response: MV 115  Behold, Behold! I Make All Things New 

John Bell's short, affirming hymn is based on 2 Corinthians 5:17. Please feel free to sing 

along with Christina Cichos and Bryn Nixon from Pacific Spirit United. 

Hymn: More Voices 115 - Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New - YouTube 
 

Behold (behold), behold (behold), 

I make all things new, 

beginning with you 

and starting from today. 

 

Behold (behold), behold (behold), 

I make all things new, 

my promise is true, 

for I am Christ the way. 

 

Prayer of Approach: 

This resurrection life we received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It’s 

adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, Papa? What’s 

next, Mama?” God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We 

know who God is, and we know who we are: Parent and child. And we know we are 

going to get what’s coming to us—an unbelievable inheritance! We go through exactly 

what Christ goes through. As we begin our worship, we can lift up our hard times and 

our troubles to God and we lift up our joys and our gratitude as well, then wait and 

listen.         

Jesus knows what it is to be human. Jesus knew the hard and the good of it. If we 

go through the hard times with him, then we’re certainly going to go through the good 

times with him! 

That’s why I don’t think there’s any comparison between the present hard times 

and the coming good times. The created world itself can hardly wait for what’s coming 

next. Everything in creation is being more or less held back. God reins it in until both 

creation and all the creatures are ready and can be released at the same moment into 

the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, the joyful anticipation deepens. And so we sing 

out with assurance and joyful anticipation: “I come with Joy!”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p_tfEAm1F8


 

Hymn: VU 477  I Come with Joy v 1,4,5 

First-Plymouth Congregational Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, performs all five verses of 

Brian Wren's communion hymn, "I Come with Joy." Wren first wrote the lyrics in 1968 

and revised them several times over the years; in this recording and in our hymn books, 

these words are set to the Dove of Peace tune from Southern Harmony. Wren wrote 

the text to summarize a series of sermons about the Lord's Supper, and he particularly 

wanted to, as he says, "take the worshipper (probably without . . . recognizing it) from 

the usual individualistic approach to communion ('I come') to an understanding of its 

essential corporateness ('we'll go')." 

I Come with Joy - YouTube 
 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

  forgiven, loved and free, 

 the life of Jesus to recall 

  in love laid down for me, 

  in love laid down for me. 

 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

  to find, as all are fed, 

 the new community of love 

  in Christ's communion bread, 

  in Christ's communion bread. 

 

3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 

  each proud division ends. 

 The love that made us, makes us one, 

  and strangers now are friends, 

  and strangers now are friends. 

 

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

  unseen, but ever near, 

 is in such friendship better known, 

  alive among us here, 

  alive among us here. 

 

5 Together met, together bound 

  by all that God has done, 

 we'll go with joy, to give the world 

  the love that makes us one, 

  the love that makes us one. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVGjrMgiH5U


Prayer of Illumination: Holy Wisdom, come. Bring us your Word that liberates. 

Quiet all that turns us against ourselves, one another, or any of your creatures and 

creations. Lead us in love that mends and restores. Amen. 

  

Scripture: Luke 10:38–42  
38Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her 

many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 

left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered 

her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is need of 

only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from 

her.” 

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn: VU 664  What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

This performance by Redeemed Quartet premiered in February of this year, although it 

features only three of the singers in a "Trio Sessions number." This Southern Gospel 

group consists of four best friends (and two sets of brothers) from Indiana; all four 

have day jobs in construction, renovation, roofing, and/or paintless dent repair. I hope 

the snowy scenes help you stay cool this week! 

What A Friend We Have In Jesus | Official Music Video | Singing In The Country | 

Redeemed Quartet - YouTube 
 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

  all our sins and griefs to bear! 

 What a privilege to carry 

  everything to God in prayer! 

 O what peace we often forfeit, 

  O what needless pain we bear, 

 all because we do not carry 

  everything to God in prayer. 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

  Is there trouble anywhere? 

 We should never be discouraged; 

  take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Can we find a friend so faithful, 

  who will all our sorrows share? 

 Jesus knows our every weakness; 

  take it to the Lord in prayer. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVgfTcb_YWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVgfTcb_YWE


 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

  cumbered with a load of care? 

 Christ the Saviour is our refuge; 

  take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Do our friends despise, forsake us? 

  Are we tempted to despair? 

 Jesus' strength will shield our weakness, 

  and we'll find new courage there. 

 

Minute for Mission 

Published on: June 13, 2022 

In the last two years, the number of refugees and asylum seekers in Morocco has 

more than doubled. Today, the country is both a transit and a host country with 19,620 

refugees and asylum seekers. 

Each person arrives in Morocco hoping for a better life for themselves and their 

family. Many attempt to cross the Strait of Gibraltar from Morocco to Europe. Some 

make the 14-km trip; others don’t because it proves too costly and dangerous. 

“To give you an idea of what this ‘trip’ looks like, they get on an inflated boat 

normally made for 10‒20 people and they are more than 40 people on it hoping that 

the wind, their manual maneuvers, and God will get them to Europe. And they pay 

thousands of euros to get on that boat!” write Fritz Joseph and Emmanuela Loccident, 

who served four years in Morocco with the United Church in partnership with Global 

Ministries of the Disciples of Christ. 

“Every day we hear of people who die trying to cross over. A lot don’t even know 

how to swim. Many of those wishing to cross the sea and ultimately go to Europe were, 

and still are, living in scarcity and poverty because they have used all their money to get 

to Morocco. Every country they must cross requires fees for passage. So, when arriving 

in Morocco, they must find a way to pay for their next and final trip to Europe.” 

In Morocco, your Mission & Service gifts support refugees and migrants by 

providing life-saving medication as well as blankets, food, clothes, and professional 

training. 

“Without the help of partners, none of this tremendous help that is offered to 

migrating people in Morocco would be possible. None,” explain Fritz and Emmanuela. 

“Helping migrants is one of the biggest ministries of the church. We are there for 

people who have nowhere else to go.” 

This is one story of how your generosity through Mission & Service helps change 

lives. Thank you for your gifts! 

  

Prayer of Dedication: 

Holy One, we recognize the gifts given with thanksgiving and with joyous hearts, for 

Christ lives in each act of kindness and self-giving. Let Christ live in each life touched 

https://united-church.ca/donate


by the giving and receiving of these gifts. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People: 

As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 

prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Westminster (Mississauga). We pray 

for their ministry and spiritual wellbeing. 

 

Paraphrase of The Lord’s Prayer VU 916: 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, 

Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your justice be 

followed by peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With 

the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive 

us. In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, 

spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power 

that is love, now and forever. Amen. 

  

Closing Hymn: VU 481  Sent Forth by God’s Blessings 

I invite you to sing along with members of Hillside Community Church in Medford, 

MA, who posted this video just last week. This hymn is one of Omer Westendorf's best 

known lyrics, which he set to the Welsh melody Ash Grove. 

SONG: Sent Forth By God's Blessing - YouTube 
 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 

  the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

 The supper is ended, O now be extended 

  the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, 

  shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 God's grace did invite us, God's love shall unite us 

  to work for the kingdom and answer its call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, 

  the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 

 Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

  embracing God's children of each tribe and race. 

 With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 

  unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92264
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBg_0elPaPc


  give honour to Christ and the name that we bear. 

 

Benediction 

 

Online Postlude: I Got Joy by The Dorsetts 

AD and Sharee Dorsett are a husband-wife Christian duo that have been writing, 

performing, and recording their country-, gospel-, and rock-infused music together for 

the past 17 years. I hope you are inspired by their expression of joy! 

I Got Joy - The Dorsetts (Live) - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

 

Announcements: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrraM8tezpA

