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Nîpin: Summer is Here 

—This worship service was created by Murray Pruden. Murray is a 

student minister in his third year of studies in the Vancouver School of 

Theology’s Masters of Divinity program through the Indigenous 

Ministries program at the University of British Columbia. He also attends 

Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre in Beausejour, Manitoba. Murray is 

Cree from the Goodfish Lake and Saddle Lake First Nations in central 

Alberta. He is a direct descendant, fourth generation, of Rev. Henry Bird 

Steinhauer. Murray believes in connection, respecting all paths of 

spirituality, and honouring each other with our gifts. 

Announcements / Birthdays / Anniversaries 

 

Welcome and Acknowledgement: 

We proudly and lovingly acknowledge the land and territory that we pray 

on as a congregation and family of the church. We acknowledge and pray 

for the peoples, ancestors, and presence of the Indigenous peoples of 

Neutral, Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe. We also acknowledge all of the 

Indigenous, Métis, and Inuit of this great land of Turtle Island and their 

ancestors, and all seven generations before and after us in this place, this 

church, and country of Canada. Thanks be to God for all creation. 

 

Indigenous peoples make it a point to leave a tobacco offering at certain 

places where it is needed for grace and gratitude. It’s our way as Indigenous 

peoples of giving blessings and thanks for all that one is, was, and is to 

become. It is a way to connect to God, our Mother Earth, and all of our 

ancestors and guides on all our paths in life. This planet that we call home 

is our first church. This land sings the stories of our peoples; many people 

don’t like to listen to the harmony that is a spiritual gift each day. The land 

always gives us life and wellbeing. We all need to pray and connect to that 



© 2019 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-
commercial Share Alike Licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
sa/2.5/ca. Any copy must include this notice. 
 

each moment that we can, because that’s God’s language, that’s the voice of 

our Mother, that’s the song of our people, our ancestors, and all our 

relations. 

 

Opening Prayer (with Tobacco): 

Our loving God, our Creator, you have brought us here with our family, 

friends, and community to learn and experience the wonders of this great 

world you created for us to live in. You have brought us to our church, 

Carlisle/Kilbride, and we give you thanks. This experience and our travels 

will be many and varied. Please, look after us and allow us to accept the 

journey and the many blessings that face us each day. God, I ask you to 

continue to bless our Mother, Earth, as she grants us her grace to live with 

her. Allow our relationship with her to continue. She is a great teacher to 

humanity. And of course, dear God, I ask for the support and guidance of 

our ancestors and the ancestors of this land to be with us now and through 

our time here on Earth. I leave this offering to you, to our Mother and to 

our numerous ancestors who have lived, loved, and bled to be a people of 

the land. And as I lay this here, my spirit and heart are placed here as well 

for the respect of all your creations. Thank you, God. May Jesus walk with 

us on our path today, tomorrow, and for days to come. The light and life are 

with us now and forever more. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

Prayer of Approach: 

One: We call upon the light, God’s light. The light shall shine upon and 

within us. 

     All: The light is God and it is great. 

One: It shall encourage us, strengthen us, guide us, protect us, shield us, 

love us, empower us, ground us, give us wisdom and the actions of God’s 

Holy Spirit. 

     All: The light is calm. The light is never rushed.  

             The light knows no time. The light is the Holy Spirit. 

One: We sense the light; we know, feel, and smell the light. It is like pure 

joy. Jesus was created by the light, truly God’s light. 

     All: It shall never leave us. 

One: With all you have given and taught us, forgive us, loving God, for the 

times when we have rejected your light. 

                      (pause for a time for silent reflection) 
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Allow us to accept the light and creation of the lives we each lead. 

      All: We love you, God. We love you, Holy Spirit.  

              We love you, Jesus. 

One: With peace and forgiveness, in Jesus’ name. 

      All: Amen.

 

Hymn: MV 179 Sisters Let Us Walk Together 

This is a new hymn for us, composed by Judith Snowdon in 2004 in honour of the 

women killed in the Montreal Massacre of 1989. Although it can be sung as a round, 

musicians of Golden Ears United Church in Maple Ridge, BC, perform it as an 

accompanied solo. The background image in the video looks like one of the many 

memorials that appeared across the country when burial sites were discovered on the 

grounds of the former residential school in Kamloops, BC. 

MV 179 Sisters Let Us Walk Together - YouTube 
 

Sisters let us walk together, sharing sadness, loss and grief, 

We will move through pain to wholeness, brokenness transformed to peace. 

 

Brothers let us work together, seeking justice, healing shame, 

Filled with hope, imbued with courage, every violence we will name. 

 

People let us love together, joining spirits, linking hands, 

We are God’s unique creation, clothed with dignity we’ll stand. 

 

Learning Together: The Butterfly 

The butterfly is a beautiful and gentle message of transformation. It’s a great 

representation and reminder of Jesus, who died on the cross, transformed, and 

resurrected to a new, holy being of light and love for all of us. The butterfly does the 

same thing in this season of summer. The butterfly starts as a caterpillar and cocoons 

itself into a metamorphosis phase and changes, transforms, and breaks out of its 

cocoon as a beautiful, colourful, and flittering butterfly. The butterfly, like Jesus, 

reminds us of the transformation and change that happens in our lives and in the world 

with the seasons. Summer is here and is celebrated with the beauty of the butterflies, 

bees, flowers, and trees, as well as the wonderful creatures that live with us in respect 

on this land. The Earth is alive! We shout with joy. Just as we shout the message that 

Jesus’ disciples and Mary Magdalene shouted when they were reunited with our 
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beloved Jesus—Jesus is alive! As we see the butterfly in all its beauty and splendor we 

shout for the season—summer is here! 

 

Hymn: VU 430 Jesus, Friend of Little Children 

This sweet little video features a beautiful but simple re-setting of "Jesus, Friend of 

Little Children" combined with "Jesus Loves Me," as performed by Keith and Kristyn 

Getty and the Getty Girls. Enjoy! 

"Jesus Friend of Little Children / Jesus Loves Me" by Keith and Kristyn Getty - 

YouTube 
 

1 Jesus, friend of little children, 

 let me be one too; 

 take my hand, and ever keep me  

 close to you. 

 

2 Teach me how to grow in goodness, 

 daily as I grow. 

 You have been a child, and surely 

 you must know. 

 

3 Never leave me, nor forsake me; 

 ever be my friend; 

 for I need you, from life's dawning to its end. 

 

Prayer of Illumination: Holy Wisdom, come. We long for your truth that sets the 

captives free. Bring us your Word that liberates. Quiet all that turns us against 

ourselves, one another, or any of your creatures and creations. Lead us in love that 

mends and restores. Amen. 

  

Scripture: Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31 

Does not wisdom call, 

and does not understanding raise her voice? 
2On the heights, beside the way, 

at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
3beside the gates in front of the town, 

at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
4“To you, O people, I call, 

and my cry is to all that live. 
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22The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, 

the first of his acts of long ago. 
23Ages ago I was set up, 

at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
24When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

when there were no springs abounding with water. 
25Before the mountains had been shaped, 

before the hills, I was brought forth— 
26when he had not yet made earth and fields, 

or the world’s first bits of soil. 
27When he established the heavens, I was there, 

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
28when he made firm the skies above, 

when he established the fountains of the deep, 
29when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

so that the waters might not transgress his command, 

when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 30then I was beside him, like a 

master worker; 

and I was daily his delight, 

rejoicing before him always, 
31rejoicing in his inhabited world 

and delighting in the human race. 

 

Reflection: Nîpin, Summer Is Here 

The summer is a time for reflection, and the summer is a time for fully embracing what 

the land has to offer us. Summer is a time when we give thanks to our Mother Earth for 

her gifts of the season. But, when we give thanks to God for the season and for the 

precious and sacred gifts of the land, we also wait for the call of the season so we can 

prepare in gratitude for summer. 

 

The robin is such a beautiful representation of the summer season. With her call and 

her presence, we know that she embodies the nature of the season. And if it wasn’t for 

the gift from the Creator to have the robin in our land, we wouldn’t hear the true call of 

the season in such a way. You see, the robin has a beautiful call. And when she calls out 

the song, “nee-pin,” you know she’s around. And it’s that call of “nee-pin” that is the 

glorious message of summer. Grandmother Robin, in all her grace, always brings the 

message of summer to the Cree and Indigenous people on this land. 
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The Cree language is so rooted to the land and to our environment; it has such a 

beautiful and lineal connection to our Mother. This is the language that so many 

Indigenous people speak and try so desperately to preserve today. Many of us believe 

that it is the language that God speaks, for it was God who gave us the language to 

speak to our Mother, to the land, and to all of the animals and elements. The land is our 

teacher and our family. God connects us with who we are in a gifted and spiritual way. 

We are blessed to connect and be a part of this world, on this earth plain, and with all 

our relations—the winds, the fire, the stones, the waters, the four-legged, the fish, the 

winged, the nations of the two-legged, and all those in between. 

 

Nîpin is the Cree word for summer. It is Kokum (Grandmother) Robin, nîpin aya 

(summer bird), who first signals the call for summer. “Nee-pin” is a song that means 

summer because Kokum reminds us so. When we hear that call, we know summer is 

coming and is here to stay. This spring, as I was walking home from my travels, in the 

distant mountain air I heard a light echo from afar, “Nee-pin.” I stopped in my tracks 

and paused for a few seconds to listen to that all familiar sound. “Nee-pin” came, a 

distant sound in the chilled breeze of the afternoon air. That was my call from Kokum 

Robin that summer, nîpin, is coming, prepare for its arrival, nôsisim (grandson). Then, 

after a few weeks had passed, I was on my walk in the morning, down my trails. In the 

trees above, in the warmth of a spring mountain morning sun, a closer reminder and 

call became much more vibrant to the ear and the spirit: “Nee-pin.” The reminder was 

from Kokum Robin, who had arrived and was sitting in the tree above my head, singing 

her song of summer, “Nee-pin.” With much more energy and assurance in her song, 

Kokum Robin made a more formal call to summer. “Prepare for summer, nôsisim, it is 

much closer. It’s time to pray for and celebrate all that God is giving us.” 

 

And as this reminder and song of summer is clear and announced, it’s a blessed, annual 

atonement of the four seasons. We are reminded to respect and honour it, because it is 

the land and God’s messengers that pass on this wisdom song to acknowledge. Every 

time I hear Kokum Robin sing, it reminds me of Proverbs 8:22–31. 

 

Kokum Robin is a wise woman who teaches us to respect the seasons and to respect our 

land, our Mother, and each other. She teaches us to recognize God in all creation that is 

in our lives. Love like God loves, with a humble heart. “Nee-pin,” summer is here, my 

grandchildren. Thanks be to God. 

 

Questions for further reflection or discussion: 

How has our Mother alerted you that the seasons are changing? 

When is it hard to recognize Creation in all things? 
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How can you show your respect and love to our Mother during these summer months? 

 

Hymn: VU 299 Teach Me God to Wonder 

Thank you to Carol Peterson and Svinda Heinrichs from the Maynooth-Madawaska 

Communities of Faith for sharing their performance of this hymn by hymn-writing duo 

Ron Klusmeier and Walter Farquharson. The Maynooth-Madawaska Charge under the 

Peterborough Presbytery consists of four beautiful little white churches within 10-30 

minutes of each other, all which very much remind me of Kilbride! 

Teach me God to Wonder - YouTube 
 

1 Teach me, God, to wonder, teach me, God, to see; 

 let your world of beauty capture me. 

  Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

  life be celebrated, joy you give. 

 

2 Let me, God, be open, let me loving be; 

 let your world of people speak to me.  R 

 

3 Let me, God, be ready, let me be awake, 

 in your world of loving my place take.  R 

 

4 Teach me, God, to know you, hear you when you speak, 

 see you in my neighbour when we meet.  R 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 

God our Creator, we give thanks that you have given and provided for us this beautiful 

land. 

 

We look to the east and give thanks for the direction where the sun rises each day. As 

the sun rises for a new day, let the grace of Jesus also rise in our hearts. 

 

We look to the south, give thanks, and respond to the land and waters that are our 

Mother Earth. She provides us with the medicines and life force that allow us to be a 

part of your Creation. May we always give her the respect she needs as we are people of 

the land and are always reminded of that simple but sustainable purpose. 

 

We look to the west and give thanks for the winds and the air that help move our 

seasons and celebrate the time we are in now—the season of summer. With the change 
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in the air and temperatures, we are able to appreciate the beauty and nourishment of 

the breath of life that is within each one of us. 

 

We look to the north and give thanks for the great wisdom of all that you give us. We 

appreciate the wisdom of our peoples, the elders, and the many ancestors and loved 

ones who came and left before us, and whom are with us still. For they are your wisdom 

and knowledge, and teachers of livelihood. All of your teachings, the good and the bad, 

are great. They make us the loving and blessed people we are today. 

 

Hear us, loving God, as we pray. We pray for our Nations living together here on Turtle 

Island, within this country we call Canada, and the numerous territories of the 

Indigenous peoples of this great land. We pray for children and youth to grow strong 

and be mindful of your teachings and the wonderful land you have provided for all 

creations to live together as one. Jesus taught us about the path of love. Let your 

blessed love embrace all those, including us here today, that need and require a source 

of comfort and joy. And may we all journey along a humble path in the many ways we 

do—for the sake of unity and understanding, the acceptance of our differences, and 

kindness. With your gentle breeze, give us hope. We pray for this in Jesus’ name and 

for the ways of peace and grace. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication: 

Holy One, we recognize the gifts given with thanksgiving and with joyous hearts for 

Christ lives in each act of kindness and self-giving. Let Christ live in each life touched 

by the giving and receiving of these gifts. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: VU 292 Creating God, We Give You Thanks 

This recording is part of organist and pianist Sean Jackson's three-year project 

featuring weekly postings of reharmonized hymns that correspond with each week in 

the church liturgical year. Jackson has won numerous awards for performance both in 

his native Barbados and in the United States, received his Master of Music and 

Doctoral degrees from the Julliard School, and is currently Director of Music and 

Artist-in-Residence at churches in Stamford, CT, and Brooklyn, NY. The WAREHAM 
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hymn tune is the same one used in VU 292 – be prepared to hit the replay button if you 

would like to sing along. 

O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair - Wareham - YouTube 
 

1 Creating God, we give you thanks 

 that this your world is incomplete; 

 that battle calls our marshalled ranks, 

 that work awaits our hands and feet. 

 

2 You have not finished woman, man, 

 for we are in the making still, 

 as friends who share the Maker's plan, 

 as those who know your loving will. 

 

3 Beyond the present sin and shame, 

 wrong's bitter, cruel, scorching blight, 

 we see the beckoning vision flame, 

 the blessed kingdom of the right. 

 

4 What though the kingdom long delay, 

 and still with haughty foes must cope? 

 It gives us that for which to pray, 

 a field for toil and faith and hope. 

 

5 Since what we choose is what we are, 

 and what we love we yet shall be, 

 the goal may ever shine afar, 

 the will to win it makes us free. 

 

Benediction: 

Surround yourself in the Spirit; 

God is with you. 

Surround yourself in the Light; 

God is with you. 

Surround yourself in the Wisdom; 

God is with you. 

Surround yourself in the Love; 

God is with you. 

Be brave. Be strong. Be humble. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaBHvBfm4a0


© 2019 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share 
Alike Licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca. Any copy must include 
this notice. 
 

Be God. 

Peace be with us. 

In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

Online Postlude: O Love that Wilt Not Let Me Go 

I've been enjoying listening to some of Keith and Kristyn Getty's hymn arrangements 

on their YouTube channel – this one features guest artist Dana Masters, who was born 

and raised in the southern US and now lives and works in Northern Ireland. The Gettys 

similarly make their home in Northern Ireland as well as Nashville. 

O Love that Wilt Not Let Me Go - Keith & Kristyn Getty, Dana Masters - YouTube 
 

* * * * 

 

Announcements: 

 

1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 
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