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Greeting, Announcements, and Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle  
 
Time for Reconciliation:   

As we join together this morning, we remember with gratitude that we live, love, pray, 

and sing within the territorial lands of the Neutral, Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe 

peoples, an area covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. Those who settled here 

bound us with their word to share the care and use of this land and uphold the rights 

and responsibilities associated with the Treaty. May we remember that commitment, 

may our worship honour that spirit of respect and cooperation, and may we continue to 

seek right relations with all. 

 

Lighting of the Rainbow Candles 

 

Opening Hymn: For All the Children (Songs for the Holy Other pg. 15) 

This video features the hymn's composer, David Lohman, and virtual choristers and 

instrumentalists from around Canada. The resource Songs for the Holy Other is a 

collection of hymns compiled by a committee comprising LGBTQIA2S+ and allied 

members of The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada. As the publication's 

introduction indicates, it provides a "toolbox of hymns" to congregations to help 

dismantle walls that divide, and "[t]he title . . . is a self-conscious claiming of otherness 

as holy and beloved of God. We who have been labeled as 'wholly other' are claiming 

our holiness, and reclaiming our otherness as a prophetic witness to the church." 

For All The Children (virtual choir) - All Creation Sings - YouTube 

 

 1. God, we gather as your people to raise our song above, 

 and we dare to claim the promise of Your love, 

 though the day may not yet be here, we trust it soon will be, 

 when your children will be free. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0l2BDEu9zEE


 

  Refrain: 

  O, may our hearts and minds be opened, fling the church doors open wide. 

  May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside. 

  For in God there is a welcome, in God we all belong. 

  May that welcome be our song. 

 

 2. Oh, we sing for all the children, that one day they be free; 

 and we sing for generations yet to be, 

 that they never have a reason to doubt that they are blest. 

 May they, in Your love, find rest. R 

 

 3. Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by fear and shame 

 so afraid of who they are and whom they love. 

 May the message now be banished that Your love is for the few, 

 may their faith in You renew. R 

 

 4. God, we're working for the future when children far and wide 

 can live their lives with dignity and pride. 

 As they grove in strength and stature, may they join us hand in hand, 

 as against all hate we stand. R 

 

Call to Worship:  

One: All you who delight in the Sacred Strange, come and worship the queer Creator. 

     All: Thanks be to God who blesses the peculiar and rejoices  

              in the uniqueness of every body and being.  

One: The Holy takes on flesh in every gender and sexual orientation, every race and 

ability, every body size and body type.  

     All: Each embodied difference is a unique glimpse of Holy Wonder. 

One: Blessed are those who search for God among the lives of the oppressed, the 

betrayed, the turned-away, and the condemned.  

      All: Blessed are those who receive with joy  

              the gifts of God enfleshed among us.  

One: The Sacred is with us. Let us worship and be transformed. 

 

Hymn: All the Colors of the Rainbow (Songs for the Holy Other pg. 9) 
(tune: ABBOT'S LEIGH, e.g. VU 261 God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness) 

A vocal septet from First United Methodist Church in Chicago performs this hymn for 

their 2021 Reconciling Ministries / Pride Sunday service. The lyrics were penned by 

Carl P. Daw, an American Episcopal priest, curator of hymn collections, and professor 

of hymnology. He also served as executive director of the Hymn Society in the United 

States and Canada (1996-2009). 



All the Colors of the Rainbow (ABBOT'S LEIGH), words by Carl P. Daw, Temple Choir 

Septet and Organ - YouTube 

 

 1. All the colors of the rainbow live unseen in daily light, 

 but their splendors find expression when released to human sight; 

 so the church reveals most beauty where diversity is real: 

 breadth of race and class and gender, room for doubt and space to heal. 

 

 2. All the body's parts are wanted, nor can one despise the rest: 

 head and hand must work together, as must eye and ear and chest; 

 so the church needs all its members for a range of ministries: 

 varied gifts with one great mission, "Do this for the least of these." 

 

 3. Every language gains more music when the words for peace appear: 

 Pax, Salaam, Eirini, Heiwa, Pace, Santi, Frieden, Mir. 

Though our tongues make sounds that vary all bespeak a common home: 

longing for the end of conflict and a new life in God's Shalom. 

 

 4. Teach us, God, our need of others; through them help us fully live. 

 Wean us from our selfish habits; let us listen, learn, forgive. 

 May we see your longed-for image in each human heart and face, 

 and behold how those around us can be channels of your grace. 

 

Opening Prayer:   

God, when you called each of us into being, you delighted in your works. You gifted us 

with differences that illuminate the breadth of beauty, wisdom, and practices of love in 

your creation. In whatever ways we still struggle to accept and celebrate our own 

unique offerings, free us from narrow thinking that confines, constrains, or condemns 

your good work in us. We open ourselves to you. In that opening, we turn to our 

neighbours, acknowledging the diversity of identity, the diversity of beliefs and the 

diversity of ways of life found among us – and we offer your love.  

God-of-All, help others to know your love through us.  

Help us to be a safe place; help us to be a safe people for all. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of God’s Blessing 

 

Choral Response: MV 130 Rise Up, Rise Up 

Many thanks to Winfield United Church in Lake Country, BC, for sharing with the 

online community their recording of Linnea Good's hymn. 

Rise Up, Rise Up MV 130 - YouTube 
 

Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=an1Ri5rvSYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=an1Ri5rvSYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15aP3NgFdtY


Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 

Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul. 

Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 

 

Prayer of Illumination: Holy Wisdom, come. We long for your truth that sets the 

captives free. Bring us your Word that liberates. Quiet all that turns us against 

ourselves, one another, or any of your creatures and creations. Lead us in love that 

mends and restores. Amen. 

  

Scripture: John 15: 9-11, 18-19   The Message 
9-11 “I’ve loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make yourselves at home in my 

love. If you keep my commands, you’ll remain intimately at home in my love. That’s 

what I’ve done—kept my Father’s commands and made myself at home in his love. 
 “I’ve told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, and your joy 

wholly mature. This is my command: Love one another the way I loved you. 
18-19 “If you find the godless world is hating you, remember it got its start hating me. If 

you lived on the world’s terms, the world would love you as one of its own. But since I 

picked you to live on God’s terms and no longer on the world’s terms, the world is going 

to hate you.” 

 

Reflection: 

          Lucy Hicks Anderson (1886 - 1954) was assigned male at birth but was adamant 

that she was a girl from a very early age. Luckily for Lucy, her parents and doctors fully 

supported her gender transition by the time she started school. Her early life was spent 

happily. She got married and became a renowned chef, preparing dinner parties for the 

area's elite. After divorcing her husband, she made a living operating a brothel where 

she also sold liquor during prohibition. She was able to get away with these illegal 

activities thanks to her reputation as a socialite. In fact, the one time she was arrested 

for selling liquor, a friend bailed her out because he needed her help with a dinner 

party he was hosting that very evening. In 1944, she married her second husband, a 

soldier named Reuben Anderson. The next year, trouble began when a sailor visited her 

brothel and contracted an STI, leading to an outbreak in the US Navy. 

 

Lucy and all the women working in the brothel were legally required to undergo a 

medical examination. The exam revealed that Lucy was a transgender woman, and 

since this was an era where trans people could not have their gender legally recognized, 

she was charged with perjury for registering as female on her marriage license and put 

on trial. Her most famous quote comes from that trial: “I defy any doctor in the world 

to prove that I am not a woman.” She was found guilty and sentenced to ten years 

probation. 

 



The federal government was not satisfied with probation and, because they no longer 

recognized the validity of the Andersons' marriage, sent both Lucy and Reuben to 

prison for Lucy having "fraudulently" collected money allotted to soldiers' wives. While 

in prison, Lucy was forced to wear male clothes. After their release, the couple moved 

to Los Angeles where they lived happily until Lucy's death. Today, Lucy is regarded as 

one of the earliest known African American transgender people. 

 

Celebrate Lucy Hicks Anderson. 

 

And celebrate Reuben, too. We love an ally. 

 

The world, or “kosmos,” is the order of dominance, social hierarchy, and all the forms 

of control that live in and through systemic, institutional, and ideological powers. To be 

strange (definition of queer) is to be out of alignment with the world’s order of things. 

And it means being hated, because it threatens the order. Strangeness breaks open 

possibilities for the world of living and loving differently. LGBTQIA+ and Two-Spirit 

people have long modeled this in the world—especially for each other. However, 

everyone is called to be strange in some form—to deviate from complicity with the 

world’s order and break open new possibilities for love and life. We are all called to be 

strange like Jesus was strange. Likewise, we are called to be in solidarity with the 

strange of the world, abandoning no one to the hatred that comes with refusing to 

“belong” to the hierarchy or comply with its temptations or threats. 

 

Hymn: MV 138 My Love Colours Outside the Lines 

The virtual choir at Collier Street United Church in Barrie leads us in this 1995 hymn 

by Gordon Light. The wonderfully colourful accompanying art is by Finnish-born 

Canadian artist Sirpa Seipio. 

My Love Colours Outside The Lines | Virtual Choir | Collier Street United Church - 

YouTube 

 

 My love colours outside the lines, 

 exploring paths that few could ever find; 

 and takes me into places where I've never been before 

 and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 

 

 My Lord colours outside the lines, 

 turns wounds to blessings, water into wine; 

 and takes me into places where I've never been before 

 and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 

 

  We'll never walk on water if we're not prepared to drown; 

  body and soul need a soaking from time to time. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTKKiv2QjFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTKKiv2QjFs


  And we'll never move the gravestones if we're not prepared to die 

  and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 

 

 My soul longs to colour outside the lines; 

 tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine; 

 I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I've never been before, 

 throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 

 

  We'll never walk on water if we're not prepared to drown; 

  body and soul need a soaking from time to time. 

  And we'll never move the gravestones if we're not prepared to die 

  and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 

 

My soul longs to colour outside the lines; 

 tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine; 

 I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I've never been before, 

 throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 

 

Scripture: Mark 9:38-42 
38John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop 

him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 

speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever 

gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 

lose the reward. 
42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, 

it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea.” 

 

Reflection: 

The disciples were concerned with whether someone was like them, preserved their 

group dynamic, and otherwise fit a mold they had in mind, confining how God’s work is 

done in the world. This was more important to them, in the moment, than the fact that 

someone’s suffering had been relieved. That God’s work had been done. That a life had 

been changed. This is not so different from how the church has approached LGBTQIA+ 

and Two-Spirit people’s gifts in the world. But Jesus offers a correction. 

 

Hymn: MV 145 Draw the Circle Wide 

Here is another hymn by composer and lyricist Gordon Light, performed here by 

Murphy Hung and the Ebenezer United Church Choir in Markham. Ebenezer is 

involved in a wide range of Justice and Outreach programs: hosting Out of the Cold, 

which helps the homeless and those experiencing financial difficulty; providing 



supplies and finances for Markham Stouffville Crisis Pregnancy Centre as well as Camp 

Scugog, an outdoor experience for children, youth, and mothers affected by poverty; 

collecting donations for two food banks; supporting several refugee families; and 

contributing to EUC's lending library. Keep drawing that circle wide, Ebenezer! 

Draw the Circle Wide - YouTube 
 

  Refrain: 

Draw the circle wide. Draw it wider still. 

Let this be our song: no one stands alone, standing side by side. 

Draw the circle wide. 

 

God the still point of the circle, 

'round whom all creation turns; 

nothing lost but held forever, 

in God's gracious arms. R 

 

Let our hearts touch far horizons, 

so encompass great and small; 

let our loving know no borders, 

faithful to God's call. R 

 

Let the dreams we dream be larger 

than we've ever dreamed before; 

let the dream of Christ be in us, 

open every door! R 

 

Stewardship Second: How do you feel when you’re inspired to mission, invited to 

generosity, and thanked with gratitude? Can you inspire, invite, and thank those 

around you? 

 

Prayer of Dedication: 

Holy One, we recognize the gifts given with thanksgiving and with joyous hearts for 

Christ lives in each act of kindness and self-giving. Let Christ live in each life touched 

by the giving and receiving of these gifts. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People: 

As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 

prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, First-Pilgrim. We pray for their 

ministry and spiritual wellbeing. 

 

Bold and Beloved One, throughout history you have revealed yourself to us in ways that 

surprise and disrupt.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAE2rTOFtJc
https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92284


 

You shocked the world when you came to be with us as a vulnerable baby born into a 

family fleeing political persecution.  

Though the scandal of your embodiment in Jesus led to crucifixion, still your Spirit of 

New Life is birthed anew among the marginalized. 

 

You live among us today: In the lives of black trans women whose experiences of 

violence are dismissed and ignored.  

Among bisexual people living with HIV/AIDS. 

As babies born into the care of lesbian women.  

You wander school halls as trans children and navigate the streets as queer couples 

walking hand-in-hand. 

You come to us as LGBTQIA+ and Two-Spirit youth with no home. 

You are embodied by Two-Spirit people, still fighting against the impacts of 

colonization, erasure, and stolen land.  

 

At times, we are offended by your self-expression. You take on flesh in people, places, 

and ideas we have been taught to fear or despise. And so we struggle. Our hearts 

harden. Our hospitality recoils.  

 

But still, your love persists. Through beauty, compassion, and truth, you lure us into 

laying down our need to control. You move us. Free us. Embrace us.  

 

By your grace, we are brought into the sacred labours of justice and transformation. We 

become free in Christ to reject all evil and oppression.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: God Loves Us in Mysterious Ways (Songs for the Holy Other 

pg.22) 

Lyricist Edward Moran borrowed the "DUNDEE" tune found in the 1615 Scottish 

Psalter for this 2015 hymn. A poet, editor, and literary historian, Moran is a long-time 

member of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn and a member of its 

Social Justice committee. Many thanks to Érika Wood and Scott Metcalfe from Forest 

Grove United in Toronto for their music ministry. 

God Loves Us In Mysterious Ways - YouTube 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeYxuUO6CZs


 1. God loves us in mysterious ways beyond all sin or shame; 

 rich blessings for our weary days as love dares speak its name. 

 2. More light and truth have yet to break from God's eternal Word; 

 sure-hearted and with hope we take new leaps of faith unblurred. 

 3. We take a chance on God, and fall to higher depths of love; 

 in faith and flesh we heed God's call to open doors above. 

 4. Bind up the wounds of shun and stray for prodigals new found 

 and set us on our homeward way unbullied and unbound. 

 5. "Come forth!" from deep, confining tombs of gender, class, and race 

 engendered here: wide open rooms that offer pride of place. 

 6. A place where friends are swell and true and lives and loves increased; 

 till all who come are welcomed to the Lamb's own marriage feast. 

 

Benediction: 

This morning we have lit candles:   

Red for life in all its forms, 

Orange for healing, 

Yellow for sunlight and all kinds of light, 

Green for nature in all her diversity, 

Blue for harmony, and 

Purple for the Spirit which guides us all. 

 

We are called to practice this rainbow of colours in our lives—in the conversations and 

interactions in our lives at home, at work, and at play—as we go out into our 

community and the world to share the message that God’s love is for everyone! 

Amen! 

 

Online Postlude: Draw the Circle Wide 

This setting of Gordon Light's inclusive lyrics is composed by Mark Miller and 

performed by the Chalice Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of the Conejo Valley in 

California. I love the inclusion of so many video clips submitted by congregational 

families! If you watch the credits that follow, you can see for yourself that this project 

was a real group effort . . . and you will be rewarded with a special solo at the end. 

"Draw the Circle Wide” Opening of UUA's General Assembly on June 23, 2021 - 

YouTube 

 

* * * * 

 

Announcements: 

 

1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBJ4ZJ9jmBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBJ4ZJ9jmBc

