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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday May 15, 2022 
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 
  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Worship Service for Asian Heritage Month 
– Created by The Rev. MiYeon Kim who is ministry personnel at Edgerton-Paradise 
Valley Pastoral Charge in Northern Spirit Regional Council. 
 
A Step Nearer to Harmony: 
May is Asian Heritage Month. I invite you to learn more about Asian culture and 
history with this liturgy and to bless the land of Asia and Asians who live in Canada. I 
am a Korean, and you can find some Korean theology, hymns and videos in this liturgy.  
As well, I hope you hold your heart in the prayer for Asia. 
 
Greeting and Announcements 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
One: As we light the Christ candle, may our stirring heart be quiet and feel your 
presence. 
      All: We welcome the light. 
(light the Christ candle and the four candles of the medicine wheel) 
 
Time for Reconciliation:   
Because we are all Treaty people, we each have a responsibility to live into the Treaty 
commitments that will move us towards reconciliation. As we join together in spirit, we 
remember with gratitude that we live and worship on territorial lands covered by the 
Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Neutral, Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples. 
May our worship honour all who have stewarded this land and may we continue to seek 
right relations with all. 
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Call to Worship:    
Han is a Korean concept of frozen and knotted feelings of despair, helplessness, fear, 
anger, and other negative feelings that have accumulated over a period of time and 
remained within a person or a group. 
 
“Ul-ssi-goo, joh ta!” is Korean and used as a response of delight. It means “Hooray, it 
sounds great!” 
 
One: Wind is blowing 
from east, west, south, and north. 
What is this wind? 
This is the wind of justice and righteousness, 
she reveals the sin that covers the earth 
and scatters oppressive powers like mere dust. 
     All: Ul-ssi-goo, joh ta! 
One: This is the wind of life and breath of God, 
she liberates the oppressed from their deep Han. 
Let us sing for the day of Jubilee has arrived. 
     All: Ul-ssi-goo, joh ta! 
One: This is the wind of peace, 
she makes us one in Christ 
and leads us to build harmony and peace.  
Let us praise God the Holy Spirit, and come into her presence. 
May we worship God in the Spirit and in truth. Amen.  
 
Opening Prayer: 
Gracious God, 
We are thankful to be here in your sanctuary.  
Please receive our worship and praise, 
and fill us with your joy. 
Empower us with your great Spirit  
so that we walk together with our siblings, 
who are longing for your justice and peace.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 371 Open My Eyes, That I May See 
I invite you to join in singing alongside the Holy Trinity Church Choir in 
Pragasapuram, a small village in India. Holy Trinity is part of the Church of South 
India, a united Protestant Church – "united" because it brought together several 
different Protestant denominations following India's independence from the United 
Kingdom in 1947. Holy Trinity's choir, established in 1961, plays such a vital role in the 
congregation's worship that they celebrate "Choir Sunday" on December 1 each year! 
Open my eyes that I may see - Holy Trinity Church Choir, Pragasapuram - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iY-rcxfOLq8
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 1. Open my eyes, that I may see 
 glimpses of truth thou has for me, 
 place  in my hands the wonderful key 
 that shall unclasp and set me free. 
  Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see, 
  Open my eyes, illumine me, 
  Spirit divine! 
 
 2. Open my ears, that I may hear 
 voices of truth sendest clear; 
 and while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 
 everything false will disappear. 
  Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see, 
  Open my ears, illumine me, 
  Spirit divine! 
 
 3. Open my mouth, and let me bear 
 gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
 open my heart and let me prepare 
 love with thy children thus to share. 
  Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see, 
  Open my heart, illumine me, 
  Spirit divine! 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Gracious and Merciful God, 
at this time, we ask for your forgiveness. 
Although Jesus taught us to “love your neighbour as yourself,” 
we have not followed his words because of our selfishness  
and greed blinding our eyes. 
Instead of showing love in Christ,  
we ignored and judged our siblings  
and we did not see or hear their tears and pain. 
Although Jesus taught us to “forgive one another seventy times seven,” 
we did not follow his words because we were too stubborn, 
so our anger and resentment destroyed our soul.  
Instead of following the way of peace in the Spirit,  
we fragmented apart, guided by our own purpose, 
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and our actions destroyed the creation of God. 
O God, forgive us and renew us through your Holy Spirit. 
 
Words of Assurance: 
Dear friends, 
do not be discouraged. 
Whoever trusts in Christ and confesses their sins to God 
is surrounded by God’s steadfast grace and love. 
Today is a new day in the Risen Christ! 
 
Young at Heart Hymn: VU 309 Para, Para, Pitter Pat 
The children of the Zhongshan Church Choir in China use body percussion and lighting 
effects to simulate a rainstorm as part of their performance of this hymn. The original 
words were penned circa 1920 by Ugo Nakada, son of a Japanese evangelist, and 
translated into English 61 years later by June Nakada Sumida. I could not find much 
information on the history of this hymn, but I wonder if there is a family connection 
between lyricist and translator. 

20161203 Para Para Pitter Pat_中山教會合唱團「流浪者之歌」公演 - YouTube 
 
1 Para*, para, pitter pat, 
  see it rain, see it rain; 
 para, para, pitter pat, 
  tell me why it rains. 
 So the garden hard and dry 
  will be softened by and by, 
 and the flowers one by one 
  soon will see the sun. 
 
2 Chira*, chira, wafting down, 
  see it snow, see it snow; 
 chira, chira, wafting down, 
  tell me why it snows. 
 So the branches everywhere 
  will a snowy blanket wear; 
 warm and cosy they will stay, 
  on a winter's day. 
 
3 Kira*, kira, little stars, 
  see them shine, see them shine; 
 kira, kira, little stars, 
  tell me why you shine. 
 So that others travelling, 
  over roads a-darkening, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fX3GVTJpfYg
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 soon will find their pathways bright, 
  in the starry light. 
 
4 Chuchu*, little bird, 
  hear it sing, hear it sing; 
 chuchu, little bird, 
  tell me why you sing. 
 So that others lonely, 
  listening to my melody, 
 in their hearts will hear me say, 
  'God loves you today.' 
 
 *onomatopoeic Japanese words 
 
Young at Heart Time: 
(Bring some apples to display on communion table.) 

The word “apology” in Korean is sa-gwa. The word sa-gwa has another meaning—
it means “apple”! These days, Korean schools celebrate Apple Day. On this day you 
think of friends you have been not getting along with. Then you visit them to say sorry 
and fix your broken friendships. 

In Matthew 5:21‒26, Jesus teaches the crowds that they have to repair their 
relationship with their siblings first before coming to worship God. Then the worship 
becomes the kind of genuine worship that pleases God. 

It is not an embarrassing thing to say you’re sorry; you need great bravery to do 
it. May the Holy Spirit give you great courage so that you say sorry and build a good 
relationship with your friends. 

Option: You can put branches in a large pot or planter. Place the pot at front of 
sanctuary. Give everyone apple-shaped paper cards as they come in. On the cards 
they can write the name of someone they need to apologize to and say they are sorry 
and thankful for them in their life. Then everyone hangs the cards on the tree 
branches or people can take the apple cards home and give them to the person, 
explaining the concept of Sa-gwa. 
 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Ephesians 2:14‒18 
14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with 
its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity 
in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one 
body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and 
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proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for 
through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
 
Matthew 5:21‒26 
21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and 
‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are angry 
with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or 
sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the 
hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and 
go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your 
gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with 
him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 
you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny. 
 
Reflection: A Step Nearer to Harmony 
Note: This sermon includes statements about the Japanese occupation of Korea, 
1910‒1945, including the Comfort Women who were raped by Japanese soldiers. You 
may wish to leave out graphic details. 
 

In May, the sun is warm and birds are singing between the green leaves on the 
branches of trees. We can look at flowers from our windows and enjoy the joy of spring. 
The month of May is ideally suited to celebrate as Asian Heritage Month, as people in 
Asia have frequently experienced peace collapse around them through colonialism or 
their own oppressive political situations, yet they consistently try to bloom like the 
flowers of independence, democracy, and coexistence within their own country and 
with other neighbouring countries. 

In the passage of Matthew 5:21‒26 we read today, Jesus said that people need to 
reconcile first with their siblings before coming to make an offering to God. 
Pondering Jesus’ message, I thought about my own vulnerability to follow him. 
I grew up in South Korea hearing about how my grandparents and their generation 
experienced terrible suffering during the time of Japanese military occupation of Korea 
from 1910 to 1945. I heard that the Korean language was forbidden to use in school and 
the workplace, and that Koreans were encouraged to adopt Japanese names. The most 
brutal story above all, however, was the story of the Comfort Women: teenage girls who 
were kidnapped and forced into sexual slavery by the Imperial Japanese military at that 
time. They were sent to various parts of Asia and raped up to 40 times a day by the 
Japanese soldiers. 

When the war ended and these women returned to Korea, they hid the atrocities 
they had suffered so as not to shame their families. They held this secret until South 
Korea’s U.S.-backed dictatorship was overthrown in 1988. Throughout the 1990s more 
and more of the Comfort Women came forward, most of them now grandmothers. They 
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shared the unspeakable horrors that were committed against them in the Occupation 
Era. 

The women came forward to demand an apology from the Japanese government, 
which instead claimed that these women were merely prostitutes. Now most of the 
Comfort Women are over 90 years-old; as of this writing there are only 22 of them left. 
The governments of South Korea and Japan attempted to sweep this issue under the 
rug so as not to damage Korean‒Japanese relations, and a sincere conversation about a 
restitution of justice for these women has never occurred. There continues to be a deep-
rooted hostility among the Korean and Japanese people because of the many 
unresolved issues from the occupation, yet the issue of the Comfort Women inflames 
the greatest passion. 

Due to this historical background, I recognize that I also have prejudice and 
hostility toward the Japanese people in my innermost heart.  

I was ordained within the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (KiJang 
PROK) and sought admission to the Order of Ministry of The United Church of Canada. 
In Korea I had very little exposure to Japanese people, so my prejudices were not 
challenged. However, my life and ministry in Canada have allowed me to meet and 
work with Japanese people in the United Church: Dr. Kathy Yamashita and the Rev. 
Kyoko Miura. 

I met Kathy Yamashita at the final meeting of Alberta & Northwest Conference in 
May 2018. As President of the Conference, she led the meeting with outstanding 
leadership and wonderful humour. I was so impressed by her. 

When Kathy visited our presbytery in her capacity as Conference President, she 
shared with us her own family’s story during the meeting. I learned that Japanese-
Canadians suffered persecution during World War II; they were placed in internment 
camps and had their property taken from them. It was a story I had never heard before. 
I became acquainted with the Rev. Kyoko in a class I took for my continuing education. 
In the class, she and I were the only Asians among 15 other students. Whether she 
knew my buried prejudice toward Japanese people or not, she visited with me every 
breaktime and lunchtime. Ironically, she was the only one who showed me that much 
kindness. I slowly opened my heart from politeness to friendship. Through this 
experience, I considered how Asians in Canada need to cooperate with one another 
rather than hold on to the grudges of the past. 

So it became a new challenge for me to overcome my own prejudice, and where it 
actually came from. To open my mind and make harmony with Japanese people today, 
despite the wrong actions of people in the past or our governments today, and to live 
out Christ’s commandment to become reconciled with our neighbours as presented to 
us in Matthew 5:21‒26. It is not easy. I may need to fight hard against the stereotypes 
that I grew up with all around me in South Korea.  

Upon beginning ministry in a rural area of Alberta, I noticed that there is a much 
deeper rift between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians than I had thought. I 
heard the comments from non-Indigenous people in my community: “How long should 
we apologize? Why don’t Indigenous people get over it?” 
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I am a newcomer to Canada, and it is perhaps unwise to suggest I have any 
answers to this very complex situation. However, I can understand these difficult 
feelings through my own experience. In Korea, we call these unresolved feelings of 
despair and anger Han. It is not easy.  

So I pray to God for this land of Canada. May the Holy Spirit open our hearts to 
listen to one another’s story, and may the wind of peace blow also to both Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous people so that they look at each other with the eyes of peace and 
the heart of forgiveness. Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 698 With the Wings of Our Mind 
Two musicians harmonize in a folk-inspired rendition of this South Korean hymn. The 
lyricist, Rev. Moon Ik-hwan (Moon is the family name), was a Presbyterian minister, 
poet, and Old Testament scholar and translator. He was also a pro-reunification activist 
who was imprisoned several times for his peaceful political activities, such as making 
an unauthorized visit to South Korea to take part in reunification talks and visit family 
– family he had not seen for years because the division of Korea into two conflicting 
occupied nations also split families apart. Amnesty International identified Moon as a 
"prisoner of conscience" and unjustly imprisoned. 
“With the wings of our mind”. From Sound the Bamboo - YouTube 
 
1 With the wings of our mind on the wind flying, 
 to the silent breathless earth God's love sending, 
 let the brave justice flag wave high above, 
 to the heavens and the earth freedom bringing. 
 
2 With the wings of our tears on the wind flowing, 
 to the dry and thirsty earth God's love sending, 
 let the fountain of love spring forth with joy, 
 'til the flowers of our hearts advent blooming. 
 
3 With the wings of our song on the wind flying 
 to the dreary desolate earth our love sending, 
 let the vision of light open wide our hearts 
 'til the songs of our hope freedom ringing.  
 
Stewardship Second: By your love for one another, people will know that you are 
disciples of Jesus. 
  
Prayer of Dedication: 
In Korean, the idiom of having a “wet heart” means to be overcome with emotion. 
Let us Pray: 
Caring God,  
thank you for your blessings in our life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1gEn5zuy4E
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Your love overflows and wets our hearts. 
We also share what we received by you, 
and hope this offering wets the hearts of others with love. 
 
Prayers of the People: (including Lord’s Prayer) 
As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 
prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Selkirk: Faith Centennial. We pray for 
their ministry and spiritual wellbeing. 
 
O Living God,  
We give you thanks to celebrate this month as Asian Heritage Month, 
to remember the contribution of Asian people to the mosaic of your world. 
You blessed the continent with glorious civilizations in their long history,  
the birthplace of agriculture, built up by its fertile lands and life-giving waters: 
the Tigris and Euphrates, the Indus and Ganges, the Yangtze and Mekong, the Han and 
the Jordan, in which your child Jesus was baptized. 
From the northern steppes to the mighty Himalayas,  
from the Mediterranean to the Pacific Ocean,  
Asia is a land rich with diversity. 
We think of our own heritage, and the ways it has shaped us in becoming the people we 
are today. We give thanks that all of us may offer that part of ourselves to one another, 
and to see one another as God does, as one human family. 
We pray for those who have come to our country from Asia as immigrants, 
seeking new opportunities for a better life. 
We give thanks for the entrepreneurial spirit many Asians bring with them to Canada. 
As they grow and flourish along with us, we pray that Asian-Canadians born in Canada 
would remember the struggles of the generations who came before them and that they 
would value their Asian heritage, as we also value each of our own forebears and the 
cultural heritage we inherited from them. 
May the hostilities of our former nations be forgotten. Open us to one another to create 
harmony between us, whether we are Indigenous, White, Black, or Asian.  
We pray for those who serve in ministry in the United Church who are Asian. 
May they breathe new vitality into the United Church from their various experiences 
and cultures. Give them wisdom when they serve both Canadian and Asian immigrant 
congregations. 
O God, we pray for those who have come to Canada as Temporary Foreign Workers. 
We pray also for those who are migrant workers in Asia who face even more brutal 
exploitation. 
We pray for women and children in Asia and around the world, who work in oppressive 
conditions to produce the goods we enjoy in Canada. 
We pray for anyone who is held back from reaching their fullest potential. 
In its recent history, many of Asia’s nations have experienced war and dictatorship. 
O God, you were present with the oppressed and became their hope. 

https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92236
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They joined together in solidarity and shouted for justice and peace. 
We pray for those who still struggle to achieve justice and peace in their land. 
We pray, O God, for those we know who are sick, those who are in need of the healing 
touch of your Holy Spirit. We remember those battling depression or addictions. 
We pray for our own selves, our own hidden hurts that only you know. Give peace to 
our troubled hearts and strength to face the coming week. We gather these and all our 
prayer as one in the words Jesus taught us to pray by saying: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer – The Good News Bible 

Our Father in heaven: 
May your holy name be honored; 
may your Kingdom come; 
may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the food we need. 
Forgive us the wrongs we have done,  
as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us.  

Do not bring us to hard testing, but keep us safe from the Evil One. Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 679 Let There Be Light 
Many thanks to Dr Patricia Wright (piano) and Gisele Kulak (soprano) from 
Metropolitan United in Toronto for sharing this hymn for at-home worship. "Let There 
Be Light" was written by two Canadians in 1968: Frances Wheeler Davis and Robert 
J.B. Fleming. According to C. Michael Hawn at www.umcdiscipleship.org, Frances had 
this to say about the context of the hymn: "I remember that I was very swept up in the 
peace movement at the time, and was very excited by Robert's very simple and 
powerful musical setting. We sang the hymn a lot at St. George’s, where Robert was the 
music director and I sang in his choir, long before the hymn was formally published. I 
remember writing other hymns with him, but none have been as successful." 
TGIF Hymn Sing: 'Let There Be Light' - YouTube 
 
 1. Let there be light, let there be understanding, 
 let all the nations gather, let them be face to face; 
 
 2. open our lips, open our minds to ponder, 
 open the door of concord opening into grace; 
 
 3. perish the sword, perish the angry judgement, 
 perish the bombs and hunger, perish the fight for gain; 
 
 4. hallow our love, hallow the deaths of martyrs, 
 hallow their holy freedom, hallowed be your name; 
 
 5. your kingdom come, your spirit turn to language, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ch2yUBI1HMM
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 your people speak together, your spirit never fade; 
 
 6. let there be light, open our hearts to wonder, 
 perish the way of terror, hallow the world God made. 
 
Benediction:  
As you go from this place of sabbath rest, 
Embody the good news! 
Let people know the love of God, the peace of Christ,  
and the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Online Postlude: "White Snow in Spring" and "Jasmine Flower" 
In honour of Asian Heritage Month – and the beautiful spring flowers – I'd like to 
share with you some traditional Chinese music performed on string instruments you 
may not be very familiar with. The first piece, "White Snow in Spring," was composed 
by Li Fangyuan in 1895 and is performed by pipa virtuoso Wu Man. The second, 
"Jasmine Flower," dates from the 18th century and is performed on a 19th-century erhu 
by Aaron Li. The pipa resembles a lute and the erhu a two-stringed violin; both are 
used as solo instruments as well as parts of small and large ensembles. I hope these 
links inspire you to explore other Asian music and instruments! 
Pipa: “White Snow in Spring,” performed by Wu Man - YouTube 
Fiddle (erhu), China, 19th century - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksiM1wRcutQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thqUc1bf8IU

