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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday April 24, 2022 
Holy Humour Sunday 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 
revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting and Announcements 
 
Gathering Song: MV 81 Love Us into Fullness 
I invite you to sing along with Peninsula United as they perform this prayerful 2006 
hymn by Daniel Charles Damon. Rev. Damon is not only a hymnist but also an 
Associate Editor of Hymnody for Hope Publishing, a retired ordained Elder in the 
United Methodist Church, a jazz pianist, a Fellow of The Hymn Society, and an 
instructor and recorder of church music. 
LOVE US INTO FULLNESS MV 81 - YouTube 
 

Love us into fullness, touch us with your grace; 
Jesus, in your mercy, draw us to your face. 
 

Lighting of Christ Candle and Lenten Candles: 
One: The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.  (light the candle) 
      All: We welcome the light. 
 
Time for Reconciliation:   
Because we are all Treaty people, we each have a responsibility to live into the Treaty 
commitments that will move us towards reconciliation. As we join together in spirit, we 
remember with gratitude that we live and worship on territorial lands covered by the 
Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Neutral, Haudensaunee and Anishinaabe peoples. 
May our worship honour all who have stewarded this land and may we continue to seek 
right relations with all. 
 
Call to Worship:    
One: Great is the Love all around us. 
     All: Eager is the Spirit that joins us with Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd3e8wUCPx4
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One: Tender is the One who was raised to transform us. With trumpets, voices, cymbals  
and souls, we give praise!  

 All: With singing, silence and motion we give thanks. 
One: May the world receive our singing and our silence, our music and our motion, 
 All: that Easter joy may spread to every waiting heart. 
One: Come let us worship in the name of the Risen One! Amen! 
 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 624 Give To Us Laughter 
Many thanks to the musicians of Peninsula United for their music ministry. This piece 
is probably one of the most well-known of Walter Farquharson's hymns and, as he 
remarks, "Ron [Klusmeier's] tune laughs right along with the words, laughs but does 
not trivialize." 
GIVE TO US LAUGHTER VU 624 - YouTube 
 
1 Give to us laughter, O Source of our life. 
 Laughter can banish so much of our strife. 
 Laughter and love give us wholeness and health. 
 Laughter and love are the coin of true wealth. 
 
2 Give to us laughter as sign of deep joy; 
 let us in laughing find Christian employ, 
 joining with stars and with bright northern lights, 
 laughing and praising and sharing delights. 
 
3 Why do we worry that we will lose face? 
 Why act like king for the whole human race? 
 Often in family, and often with friend, 
 laughing at pride causes anguish to end. 
 
4 Even in sorrow and hours of grief, 
 laughter with tears brings most healing relief. 
 God, give us laughter, and God, give us peace, 
 joys of your presence among us increase. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance: 
We are, O God, a foolish people. We chase after seductions of the world, seeking self-
importance in material possessions. We search for justification in life, but find 
ourselves making foolish choices, choosing power over instead of service with. We only 
see in a mirror darkly, and the murky reflection seems laughable. Show us, O God, the 
wholeness of our created nature and our potential for new ways of living. Come into 
our open hearts now, O God, helping us to laugh at our old ways, leading us into new 
lives of joy and love. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrujZJ-K0dM
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Share in Jesus’ laughter, his inner joy, his invitation into resurrection and forgiveness. 
Let the Spirit of God work within us, bringing us laughter and joy.  
 
Sung Response: MV 104 Know that God is Good 
I invite you to join in this joyful response from the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
sung in both Swahili and English and accompanied by percussion. This recording 
comes from the 2008 album Sing with the World: Global Songs for Children and 
features Chorus Pro Musica. 
Mungu ni Mwema (Know That God Is Good) (Democratic Republic of the Congo) - 
YouTube 
 

Know that God is good, Know that God is good, 
Know that God is good, God is good, God is good! 

 
Introduction to Holy Humour Sunday: Churches resurrect an old Easter custom   

Many North American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by 
the Greeks in the early centuries of Christianity – "Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations 
of Jesus' resurrection on the Sunday after Easter. 

For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant countries, the week 
following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was 
observed by the faithful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to 
celebrate Jesus' resurrection. 

Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other, drenched each 
other with water, told jokes, sang, and danced. 

The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians (like 
Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God played a practical joke 
on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. "Risus paschalis – the Easter laugh," the 
early theologians called it. 

In 1988 the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging churches and 
prayer groups to resurrect Bright Sunday celebrations and call it "Holy Humor 
Sunday," with the theme: "Jesus is the LIFE of the party." 
 
Prayer: God of merriment, beckon us into the frolic of worship, that we may grasp 
your hand of new life. You are the joy in our happiness and in our sorrow. We pray for 
the gift of a holy sense of humour, the ability to laugh at ourselves, the ability to keep 
life in perspective. We rejoice in our transformation into people of joy and embracing 
our identity as your children. Amen. 
 
Scripture: VU 874 Responsive Psalm 150 
 

Refrain: Praise to the Lord! Hallelujah 
      Everybody Praise the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGeOvWyYIi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGeOvWyYIi8
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Praise God in the holy temple! 
 Praise God for mighty deeds! 
Praise God for bountiful mercies, 
 Praise God who meets all our needs!  R 
 
Praise God with sound of trumpet! 
 Praise God with lute and harp! 
Praise God with timbrel and dancing! 
 Praise God wherever you are!  R 
 
Praise God with holy cymbals! 
 Praise God with strings and with pipes! 
Praise God with clash of cymbals! 
 Praise God with all your might!  R 

 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
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Reflection  
 
Hymn: VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning! 
Performed by members of the Episcopal Church of St James in Upper Montclair, New 
Jersey, this hymn recording uses a different hymn tune and a different version of the 
lyrics! For this reason, you may want to just sit back and enjoy the music as you 
meditate on the text. 
Welcome Happy Morning - YouTube 
 
1 Welcome, happy morning! age to age shall say; 
 hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today: 
 come then, True and Faithful, now fulfil your word; 
 this is your third morning: rise, O buried Lord! 
  Welcome, happy morning! age to age shall say; 
  hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today! 
 
2 Earth with joyful welcome clothes itself for spring; 
 greets with life reviving our returning king: 
 flowers in every pasture, leaves on every bough, 
 speak of sorrows ended; Jesus triumphs now!  R 
 
3 Author and sustainer, source of life and breath; 
 you for our salvation trod the path of death: 
 Jesus Christ is living, God for evermore! 
 Now let all creation hail him and adore.  R 
 
4 Loose our souls imprisoned, bound with Satan's chain; 
 all that now is fallen, raise to life again! 
 Show your face in brightness, shine the whole world through; 
 hope returns with daybreak, life returns with you.  R 
 
Stewardship Second:  
Let us rejoice and be generous! This is the day that God has made! 
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
Bless our offerings, O God, as echoes of your laughing heart. That you should love us, 
absurd as we are, that you should call us, as flawed as we are, inspire us to share the 
twinkle in your eye, to become the proof of your good humour in service to others. 
Bless us in our ministries as images of your smile. Amen. 
 
Sung Invitation: VU 400 Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying 
I hope you are uplifted by this wonderful arrangement of Ken Medema's hymn, here 
performed by the Spring Hill Singers from Spring Hill Baptist Church in Mobile, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfYgfKJutq0
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Alabama, under the direction of their Minister of Music Randy Grim and pianist Missy 
Powell. What a powerful ending! 
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying - YouTube 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send Your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace! 

 
Prayers of the People: 
As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 
prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Trinity Thorold. 
 
O Lord, giver of joy and laughter, we thank you for giving us these gifts. 
For the moments of laughter and unbridled joy you give to us: for opportunities to 
laugh at ourselves, for the belly laughs of children, for friends and family who love us 
because of our quirks, and not just in spite of them, for artists who give us the 
opportunity to see the world through the surreal, for the courage to smile even when 
difficulties arise, for those who have hope even when others think there is no hope, for 
saints in the Lord who overflow with laughter and spread your joy to all of us. 
 
For the words of Jesus that defy our logical minds, for teaching us that we can be born 
again, for the woman who finds a lost coin and calls her friends and neighbours to 
celebrate, for the absurdity of a camel trying to fit through the eye of a needle, for the 
father of the Prodigal Son who is willing to look like a fool as he runs to greet his son, 
for the generosity of the landowner who will pay workers a whole day’s wage when they 
only worked one hour, for tiny bits of faith that can move entire mountains, for the 
reality that nothing can live unless it first dies. 
 
For the great reversal of the Gospel: that the last shall be made first, that the rejected 
stone became the cornerstone, that those who wish to become great must serve, that 
the lost will be found, that the small will become great, that though you are Wisdom, 
you choose to forget our sins, that when we are weak, your strength shines through us. 
 
O Lord, giver of joy and laughter, we thank you for giving us these gifts. 
Thank You for the gift of prayer that you taught the disciples which has been passed 
down to us over the centuries recalling that God loves each one of us and so we can 
pray together with confidence: VU 916 
 
     Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGvQTIeoG5M
https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92316
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Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 
The hallowing of your name echo  
      through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed 
      By peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done 
      By all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
       Sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all hat is evil, free us. 
 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever. Amen. 
 
Thank you for the gift you give us that allows us to enjoy these things to the full. We can 
laugh because of the most amazing thing of all – that you conquered death, 
that the tomb is empty, that light shone so bright that it overcame the darkness. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 
Hymn: VU 224 Sing a Happy Hallelujah 
My first introduction to this hymn was as a teenager when I accompanied a children's 
choir. I invite you to sing it out with joyful abandon, as children would! Thank you to 
Westminster United in Humboldt for sharing their recording. 
VU224 Sing a Happy Hallelujah - YouTube 
 
1 Sing a happy hallelujah, 
 sing it out with heart and style, 
 we're the echo of God's laughter, 
 we're the image of God's smile. 
  Hallelujah, all creation, 
  hallelujah everyone! 
  Hallelujah, all creation, 
  hallelujah everyone! 
 
2 We're the proof of God's good humour, 
 we're the twinkle in God's eye, 
 made to shine, reflect the glory, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgV8L_wESwc
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 given light and space to fly.  R 
 
3 Sarah laughed at God's good timing, 
 Mary sang and David danced, 
 Jesus smiled and hugged the children, 
 so is life for us enhanced.  R 
 
4 Every day sing hallelujah! 
 We are loved, though so absurd, 
 human, foolish, chosen people, 
 God still takes us at our word!  R 
 
Benediction:  
Go into the world to shine with the light of joy. 
Go into the world to reflect God’s good humour. 
Go tell others of the good news in Jesus.  
Go into the world and dance in the abandon of grace. 
Go and invite others into the dance. AMEN!! 
 
Blessing Song: VU 224 Sing a Happy Hallelujah (Refrain only) 
 

Hallelujah All Creation, Hallelujah Everyone! 
Hallelujah All Creation, Hallelujah Everyone! 

 
Online Postlude: I Sing Because I'm Happy (arr. Rollo Dilworth) 
I hope you fall in love with the amazing vocals of the McKinney Boyd High School choir 
in Texas, whose members are clearly inspired by the passion and energy of their music 
teacher and accompanist. Although not specifically about Easter, I think this piece 
captures the joy and exuberance of the season. 
A Cappella choir - I Sing Because I'm Happy - YouTube 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2 pm – Rev. Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights 
 
May 7: Carlisle Chicken Dinner – Tickets now available  
 
May 11: Deadline for Spring Plant Sale orders 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osOUewUkniQ

