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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday April 17, 2022 
Easter Sunday 

Holy Communion 
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 
  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
 
Gathering Song: Hallelujah 
Please join in singing this joyous expression of praise! The recording is from the album 
Wee Sing: Bible Songs. The first Wee Sing children's songbook was created in 1977 by 
music educators Pam Beall and Susan Nipp, who have gone on to produce numerous 
books, audio recordings, videos, activities, and even apps to encourage children's 
learning through music. 
Hallelu, Hallelu - YouTube 
 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah, Praise ye the Lord!  
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah, Praise ye the Lord!  
Praise ye the Lord, Hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord, Hallelujah! 
Praise ye the Lord, Hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord!         

 
Lighting of Christ Candle:  
One: The light of Christ burns bright and everlasting! 
     All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Greeting and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship: (based on Psalm 118 part 1 & 2) 
One: O give thanks to God, for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
      All: Let us proclaim with gladness, 
              “God’s steadfast love endures forever.” 
One: Out of my distress I called on the Lord;  
          the Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. 
      All: With the Lord on my side, I do not fear. 
              I shall not die, but I shall live, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cx-ji9RBlYE
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One: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
      All: This is the day that the Lord has made;  
              Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: O give thanks to God, for God is good 
      All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. Hallelujah! Amen! 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 157 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
Keith and Kristyn Getty are a northern Irish husband and wife music duo, modern 
hymn-writers, and parents to four daughters. This particular recording was released 
just last year on their album Getty Kids Hymnal: Hymns from Home. I love the 
exuberant accompaniment! If you wish to sing along, note that the Gettys replace verse 
4 with different lyrics. 
Christ The Lord Is Risen Today - YouTube 
 
1 Christ the Lord is risen today, Hallelujah! 
 all creation join to say; Hallelujah! 
 raise your joys and triumphs high; Hallelujah! 
 sing, O heavens, and earth reply: Hallelujah! 
 
2 Love's redeeming work is done, Hallelujah! 
 fought the fight, the battle won. Hallelujah! 
 Lo, our sun's eclipse is o'er! Hallelujah! 
 Lo, he dwells in death no more! Hallelujah! 
 
3 Lives again our glorious King: Hallelujah! 
 where, O death, is now your sting? Hallelujah! 
 Once he died, our souls to save: Hallelujah! 
 where your victory, O grave? Hallelujah! 
 
4 Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven, Hallelujah! 
 praise to you by both be given! Hallelujah! 
 Every knee to you shall bow, Hallelujah! 
 risen Christ, triumphant now. Hallelujah! 
 
Time for Reconciliation   
   
Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25 
17For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. 18But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 19I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
or the cry of distress. 20No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, 
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQadNnWiAzw
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will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered 
accursed. 21They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. 22They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another 
eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for 
calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as 
well. 24Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. 25The wolf 
and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its 
food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says 
the Lord. 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
On this day, as on every day, we know the ways in which we have denied God’s 
presence in our lives, with the words, the actions, the harm we offer to others.  Yet on 
this Easter, as on the first, God heals us, God fills us with grace, God calls us by name.  
Let us bring all we have done, so God might forgive us. 
 
                               (Silent prayer) 
 
Words of Assurance: 
On this Easter, as on the first; on this day, as on every day; God turns to us, calls us by 
name, and plants forgiveness and hope in our lives.    
Alleluia! This is the good news!  
Christ is our peace, the peace we need,  
the peace which will heal the world. Amen. 
 
Sung Response: MV16 Come and Fill Our Hearts 
Members of St Paul's Lutheran Church in Evanston, Illinois, performed this Taizé 
chant as part of their Easter service last year. Their recording incorporates cello as well 
as a descant. 
Come and fill our hearts - Hymn - YouTube 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O God, are Holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia! 

 

Prayer of Illumination:  
Holy One, Your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.  Help us see the light 
and follow our path shown in these words. Amen  
 
Scripture: Luke 24:1-12 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices 
that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when 
they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOsQ_pIZvY4
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suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified 
and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for 
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, 
while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and 
be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and 
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them 
who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they 
did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 
happened. 
 
Reflection  
 
Hymn: VU 175 This Is the Day That God Has Made! 
Harvey Loucks and Music Minister David Rogers from Trinity United in Port 
Coquitlam perform this 1976 hymn adapted from Natalie Sleeth's anthem "This Is the 
Day." The refrain quotes from Psalm 118, subtitled "A Song of Victory." 
VU 175 This is the Day That God Has Made - YouTube 
  

Refrain: 
This is the day that God has made! 

 Rejoice! Rejoice, and be exceeding glad! 
 This is the day that God has made! 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Hallelujah! 
 
1 Christ has conquered death at last, 
 left the tomb that held him fast! 
 Gone the sorrow, gone the night, 
 dawns the morning clear and bright! R 
 
2 Jesus lives who once was dead, 
 lives forever, as he said! 
 Risen now our Saviour, King; 
 songs of gladness let us sing! R 
  
Stewardship Second: Christ is risen! Hallelujah! How will you generously respond 
to the Good News? 
 
Offering: Holy One, we bring these gifts with thanksgiving and with joyous hearts for 
Christ lives in each act of kindness and self-giving. May Christ live in each life touched 
by the giving and receiving of these gifts. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oq6pjm7-ZgY


5 

 

Prayers of the People: 
As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 
prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Lowville. 
 
Holy Communion: Richard Bott, Pacific Spirit P.C., Vancouver, B.C.    
One: Christ is risen! 
     All: He is risen indeed! 
One: God is with you.  
     All: And also with you.  
One: Let's celebrate this irrepressible life and open our hearts to the joy and wonder of 
eternal resurrection. 
     All: We celebrate and raise our voices in   
              thanksgiving to the God who lives, singing: 
 
VU 934 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might 
              Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
              Hosanna in the highest! 
              Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 
              Hosanna in the highest! 
 
One: We give you thanks and praise, God of Easter morning!  
  From the very beginning you called all things into Life!  
                          With a breath!    
                          With a Word!  
           With a song of love that still rings through the universe! 
 
Out of this breath, from this Word, life erupted, life lived, life evolved.  
People of all places and times. People of all shapes and sizes. People of all genders and 
races. You created us, loving God to live and create and love in your image.   
Sometimes, we got it right. And it was very, very good.  
Sometimes, we got it wrong. And it was not good at all. 
 
But in your love, you called us back,  
through prophets, priests and teachers,  
grandmothers and grandfathers in the Spirit,  
who remembered your love, and shared it, no matter what. 
 
But, still, we forgot. Still, we closed our eyes so that we couldn’t see you, inviting us 
back to your love. So you sent Jesus, who knew what it meant to be as human as human 
can be.  
 
On the night before he was taken 
for sharing your message of Love and Life,  

https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/93217


6 

 

he gathered with his disciples for a feast of freedom and hope.  
  He broke the bread and gave it to those gathered saying, 
                   “This is my body, given for you.  
                     Each time you eat this bread, remember me.”  
 He took the cup of blessing and gave thanks to you, saying,       
                      “Each time you drink this, remember me.”  
 
One: But we don’t only remember his death.  
      All: NO!  
One: We remember his resurrection.  
      All: YES!  
One: We remember his victory over death.  
      All: YES!  
One: We remember his love!  
       All: YES!  
 
One: And so we ask you, loving God, in the light of this Easter morning, fill us with new 
life. Bless this grain of the earth and this fruit of the vine, that these things – and that 
all of us – might be the body and blood of Jesus Christ alive in the world. Now and 
forever! 
   
Fraction and Distribution 
 
Prayer After Communion  
 
All: For the reminder of who we are,  
        for the reminder of whose we are,  
        we thank you, living Christ.  
        We will live the life that is within us,   
        we will share the Easter moment,  
        with each other, and with the world. Amen.  
 
Hymn: VU 173 Thine Is the Glory 
St Andrew's Cathedral Choir in Sydney perform this triumphant hymn, accompanied 
by organ and trumpet and directed by Ross Cobb. Swiss Protestant hymnist Edmond 
Louis Budry composed "À toi la gloire" in 1884, setting it to a tune from the chorus 
"See, the Conquering Hero Comes" in George Frideric Handel's oratorio Judas 
Maccabeus. 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son! - YouTube 
 
1 Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
 endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8b4tG_btLmU
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 kept the folded grave-clothes where the body lay. 
  Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
  endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 
2 Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
 Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth: death hath lost its sting.   
  Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
  endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
 life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.   
  Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
  endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 
Benediction: VU 174 
God of resurrection, 
you have rolled the stone away 
 and the tomb of our world has been opened wide. 
With the dawn has come a new creation. 
Let our celebration today 
 empty our tombs, 
 renew our lives, 
 and release your power; 
through the risen Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
Online Postlude: Hallelujah Chorus 
Happy Easter! It seems appropriate to begin and end this particular service with cries 
of "Hallelujah!," so in celebration I offer a piece from another of Handel's oratorios. 
Although the Hallelujah Chorus from the Messiah is most often performed at 
Christmas, it is actually placed at the end of part two of this three-part oratorio, the 
section that deals with Christ's passion and death, resurrection and ascension. I hope 
you enjoy the recording of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir collaborating with over 2000 
virtual singers from around the globe in a choir of truly epic proportions. 
World’s Largest Virtual #Hallelujah Chorus - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akb0kD7EHIk
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April  26: Final Lenten Study Tuesday at 10 am: Lesser Evils: Daily Reflections on 
Seeking Wisdom, the United Church's new Lenten devotional by Alydia Smith 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2 pm – Rev. Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights. Each session has new content. 
 
May 7: Carlisle Chicken Dinner – Stay tuned for details! 
 
 
 
 

https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils

