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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday April 3, 2022 
Lent Five 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 
revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ is with us, guiding us on the journey. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Song: MV 81 Love Us into Fullness 
This video is from what I like to refer to as last year's Lenten "hug project," during our 
time of online worship. What does it mean to you to be "loved into fullness"? 
Love Us into Fullness ~ Lent 5 - YouTube 
 

Love us into fullness, touch us with your grace; 
Jesus, in your mercy, draw us to your face. 

 
Lenten Liturgy: Lent 5 
Today is the fifth Sunday of Lent. Let us think about  
the things that block us from following God's way  
of loving and caring for this world and one another.  
The first, second, third and fourth candles for Lent represent anger, greed, fear and 
pride. The fifth candle represents envy. As we extinguish this candle, let us pray in 
silence for God to remove any envy within us and within our world that feeds into our 
greed and stops us from appreciating what we have. 
               (extinguish 5th Lenten candle and then pause in silence)  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa4o8Su80Oo
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Knowing that God accepts us for who we are, but  
loves us into who we can be, let us join together in  
this song,  
  
Sung Response: MV 7 Gather Us In (x2) 
Many thanks to Rev. Lefneski and Debbie Roy from Emmanuel United in Cowansville, 
Quebec, for a very commendable duet accompanied by Susan Reininger on piano. 
Gather Us In - Hymn - YouTube 
 

Gather us in, ground us in you. Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, gather us in, ground us, ground us in you. 

 
Call to Worship: (Psalm 126) 
One: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
      All: Then our mouth was filled with laughter,  
              and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
One: It was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
      All: The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
One: Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
      All: May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
One: Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,  
      All: shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 
One: Remembering this promise, let us worship! 
 
Opening Hymn: Bringing In the Sheaves 
In 1874, inspired by Psalm 126:6, American Knowles Shaw penned the words to this 
popular gospel hymn. Burl Ives recorded it for his 1965 album Shall We Gather at the 
River, produced the year after the iconic television special Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer, for which Ives recorded the voice and vocals of Sam the Snowman. 
Bringing in the Sheaves - YouTube 
 

Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness, 
Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve; 
Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 

Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves, 
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 
 

Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows, 
Fearing neither clouds nor winter's chilling breeze; 
By and by the harvest, and the labor ended, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vU56IeDV-z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVmVbgy4Nd4
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We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. R 
 
Going forth with weeping, sowing for the Master, 
Though the loss sustained our spirit often grieves; 
When our weeping's over, He will bid us welcome, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. R 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 
 
Sung Response: MV16 Come and Fill Our Hearts 
This is a slightly different version of the Taizé response we've been singing throughout 
Lent, here performed by St Martin de Porres Quartet and Orchestra. I invite you to join 
in singing or humming as you wish, or to simply lean back and be filled with this 
prayerful music. 
Come and Fill, Taize (Orchestrated by Mark Haas) - YouTube 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O God, are Holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia! 

 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 43:16-21 
16Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17who 
brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they 
are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18Do not remember the former things, or 
consider the things of old. 19I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20The wild 
animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21the people whom I formed for 
myself so that they might declare my praise. 
 
Time for Reconciliation: inspired by the Teachings of Cree Elder Very Rev. Stan McKay and 
Rev. Susan Lukey’s Lenten Lament—Seeking Right Relations, Gathering Drama File LE 2018 based 
on Year C of the Revised Common Lectionary Lenten readings  
  
As the Traditional Teachings are woven together with Christian teachings, they will 
give us wisdom in our journey towards reconciliation with Indigenous communities. 
Understanding our Treaty obligations is part of this journey. We acknowledge that we 
are gathered and worship on the traditional lands of the Neutral, Haudensaunee and 
Anishinaabe peoples. For thousands of years Indigenous Peoples walked this land and 
knew it to be the centre of their lives and their spirituality. Because we are all Treaty 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_un6kAM7sM
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people, we each have a responsibility to live into the Treaty commitments that will 
move us towards reconciliation. 
 
Lent 5: We lament human destruction of Creation. We lament the short-sightedness of 
profit over sustainability. We lament the distortion of the delicate balance of Creation. 
 As we light the yellow, black, red and white candles of the Medicine Wheel, we honour 
the sacred balance of life. We hold together children and new life, youth and energy, 
adults and responsibility, elders and wisdom. We honour all of Creation as our 
relations. 
 
Hymn: VU 226 For the Beauty of the Earth 
String players from Ouachita Hills College, a Seventh-day Adventist institution in 
Amity, Arkansas, perform three verses of this hymn of praise for creation. If you wish 
to sing along, the first verse begins at 0:40. 
For the Beauty of the Earth - Ouachita Hills College (Official Video) | 4K - YouTube 
 

1 For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 
God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
2 For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon, and stars of light,   
God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
3 For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild,   
God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
4 For each perfect gift sublime 
to our race so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven,   
God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tBnbVLQPJk
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Scripture: John 12:1-10 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the 
one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal 
what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might 
keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not 
always have me.” 9When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they 
came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead.  
 
Reflection  
 
Stewardship Second: Action and generosity are the antidotes to anxiety and fear. 
 
Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Prayers of the People: 
As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 
prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Faith United Milton. 
 
Hymn: VU 457 As We Gather at Your Table 
Soloist Peter Barnes from Islington United gives a strong performance of this 1989 
Communion hymn. Penned by Episcopal priest and hymnist Carl P. Daw, the lyrics 
have been set to a number of tunes including BEACH SPRING (which you know from 
"Come and Find the Quiet Centre"), but Barnes' version uses a minor mode. 
As We Gather At Your Table - YouTube 
 

1 As we gather at your table, 
as we listen to your word, 
help us know, O God, your presence; 
let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story 
till we claim it as our own; 
teach us through this holy banquet 

https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/93461
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ou-r3XuMSo
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how to make Love's victory known. 
 
2 Turn our worship into witness 
in the sacrament of life; 
send us forth to love and serve you, 
bringing peace where there is strife. 
Give us, Christ, your great compassion 
to forgive as you forgave; 
may we still behold your image 
in the world you died to save. 
 
3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon 
other guests to share that feast 
where triumphant Love will welcome 
those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us 
nor will pride our peace destroy, 
as we join with saints and angels 
to repeat the sounding joy. 

 
Holy Communion 
 
One: May the God of all new things be with you. 
      All: And also with you. 
One: Let us offer our hearts to the One who restores us to new life. 
     All: May we empty them of all that holds us back, 
             so God may fill the emptiness with grace. 
One: May our hearts overflow with praise to God. 
      All: May joy and laughter resound in our words and lives. 
 
From the very beginning of the beginning, God, 
you waited. 
You watched. 
You wondered and you brought everything into being! 
Light! 
Matter! 
The stars and planets! 
Water and earth! 
Life! 
You brought everything into being! 
Alleluia! 
All: Alleluia! 
And people. Us! 
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People who laugh and cry. 
People who live and love. 
People who are born and people who die. 
People who live their lives 
each and every day. 
People from the east and the west, 
the north and the south. 
People of all lands and races, 
all faiths and places. 
People who have lived lives, 
and people who live lives, 
trying to understand who they are, 
trying to understand who their neighbours are, 
trying to understand who you are. 
People like us, God. 
 
And, like us, sometimes people 
lived out of your love. 
Sometimes, they understood how to love you, 
and how to love their neighbours, 
and how to love themselves. 
But, sometimes, they didn’t. 
People like us, God. 
 
Sometimes they didn’t understand. 
Sometimes they didn’t want to understand. 
Sometimes, because of fear, or anger, 
or want, or greed, people stopped loving each other. 
Stopped loving themselves. 
Stopped loving you. 
Or they forgot, how important you were to who they are. 
But you sent teachers, you sent prophets, 
you sent Grandmothers and Grandfathers, Elders 
to tell the story of your love - 
to shout the story of your love – 
to sing the story of your love - 
to call them back again. 
 
You call us back again. 
And so, with all of the voices of the heavens, 
with all of the creatures of the land, 
the sea and the air, 
we shout: 
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All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of Love and Life, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
HOSANNAH in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in your Name! 
HOSANNAH in the highest! 
 
You are Blessed, God most Holy! 
When the time was right, 
Jesus came to be among us. 
Born into this life, 
seeing your grace revealed in all things, 
he laughed with those who laughed, 
and mourned with those who mourned. 
Through your love, he healed the sick, 
he welcomed the outcast, he challenged those in power, 
and the structures that kept them there. 
And he called us back to your love. 
 
He calls us back to your love. 
As a tiny baby, as a teen, as an elder, 
before and after in the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
the Christ laughs and cries, 
heals and welcomes, challenges and loves, 
again and again and again. 
 
We have been told that, 
on the night before he was taken 
to be crucified on a cross, 
Jesus sat with his disciples. 
Ate with them, in a feast of remembrance. 
They remembered God’s acts of salvation, 
bringing Israel’s people out of slavery, 
into a new land of hope and wonder. 
They told the story as it had been told 
for countless generations, 
and would be told far into the future - 
giving thanks to you, God of all love, 
for bread and for wine, 
but, most of all for the covenant of your love. 
Jesus took a loaf of bread, 
asked your blessing upon it, 
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broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take this – all of you – and eat it. 
This is me. My Body. Given for you. 
Each time you eat it, remember me. 
Close to the meal’s end, 
he took a cup filled with wine, 
asked your blessing upon it, 
and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take this – all of you – and drink it. 
This is me. This is my promise in my life’s blood - 
poured out for you and for the world. 
Each time you drink it, remember me. 
So we, his disciples, 
eat and drink and remember. 
 
All: We eat and drink and remember. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
God, we ask your blessing on the grain of the field and the fruit of the vine. 
We ask that your Holy Spirit would fill it and fill us, 
that we might truly be Christ’s body in the world. 
Fill our souls with your Presence, 
that we might fill the world with your Love! 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all is yours, God most holy, 
now and forever. Amen! 
 
Partaking of Eucharist 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
All: Our souls magnify you, O God. 
Our spirits rejoice in you, our Saviour. 
For you are mighty and have done great things, 
and Holy is your Name. 
You lift those who have nothing into our places at the table. 
And you challenge us, to sit with them. 
Learning who they are. 
Knowing that they are yours. 
And you love us, all of us. 
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Poor and rich. 
Powerful and powerless. 
Holy is your Name! 
Amen! 
 
Hymn: VU 288 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
This version of an old congregational favourite was recorded at Hong Kong Baptist 
University by the Symphony Orchestra and Choirs in November of last year. Such a 
heartfelt and hopeful arrangement like this one makes old hymns new again – how 
beautiful! Although it is performed in Chinese, please feel free to sing along in English 
(note that there is no refrain after verse 2 in this performance). 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 祢信實何廣大 | HKBU Music 浸大音樂系 - YouTube 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, God our Creator; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided – 
great is thy faithfulness, ever to me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided – 
great is thy faithfulness, ever to me! 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow – 
wondrous the portion thy blessings provide.  

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided – 
great is thy faithfulness, ever to me! 

 
Benediction: VU 349 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-lm1T0qK1Y
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May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Blessing Song: MV 214 May God’s Sheltering Wings 
Many thanks to Andrea LeBlanc for sharing her performance of this lovely benediction. 
May God's Sheltering Wings - YouTube 

 
May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you.  
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you,  
and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love. 

 
Online Postlude: Alleluia by Eric Whitacre 
American composer and conductor Eric Whitacre has an uncanny ability to 
create choral magic. This is "Alleluia" from his 2012 album Water Night, 
performed here by Sofia Vokalensemble, a chamber choir based in the Sofia 
Church in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Alleluia (Eric Whitacre) - Sofia Vokalensemble - YouTube 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 
 
March 8 – April 5: Lenten Study each Tuesday at 10 am: Lesser Evils: Daily 
Reflections on Seeking Wisdom, the United Church's new Lenten devotional by Alydia 
Smith 
 
April 14: Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm at Kilbride 
 
April 15: Good Friday Service at 10 am at Carlisle 
 
April 17: Easter Sunday 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2 pm – Rev. Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights 
 
May 7: Carlisle Chicken Dinner – Stay tuned for details! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUdLubvK958
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u72xfsTwi1c
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils

