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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday March 27, 2022 
Lent Four 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 
revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ is with us, guiding us on the journey. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Song: MV 81 Love Us into Fullness 
I invite you to sing along with Peninsula United as they perform this prayerful 2006 
hymn by Daniel Charles Damon. Rev. Damon is not only a hymnist but also an 
Associate Editor of Hymnody for Hope Publishing, a retired ordained Elder in the 
United Methodist Church, a jazz pianist, a Fellow of The Hymn Society, and an 
instructor and recorder of church music. 
LOVE US INTO FULLNESS MV 81 - YouTube 
 

Love us into fullness, touch us with your grace; 
Jesus, in your mercy, draw us to your face. 

 
Lenten Liturgy: Lent 4 
Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent. Let us think about  
the things that block us from following God's way  
of loving and caring for this world and one another.  
The first, second and third candles for Lent represent anger, greed and fear. The fourth 
candle represents pride. As we extinguish this candle, let us pray in silence for God to 
remove any pride within us and within our world that makes us feel more important 
than others and stops us from asking for God’s help when we need it. 
(extinguish 4th Lenten candle and then pause in silence)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd3e8wUCPx4
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Knowing that God accepts us for who we are, but  
loves us into who we can be, let us join together in  
this song,  
  
Sung Response: MV 7 Gather Us In (x2) 
This is a new hymn for many of us, so I encourage you to sing it more than once! Many 
thanks to Rev. Lefneski and Debbie Roy from Emmanuel United in Cowansville, 
Quebec, for a very commendable duet accompanied by Susan Reininger on piano. 
Gather Us In - Hymn - YouTube 
 

Gather us in, ground us in you. Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, gather us in, ground us, ground us in you. 

 
Call to Worship:  
One: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
      All: Everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  
One: God has reconciled all to Godself 
      All: and given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
One: We are ambassadors for Christ. 
     All: Let us seek out wisdom and listen as we worship. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 376 Spirit of the Living God 
Vocalist Lindsay Kirkland and her husband Brackin Kirkland, a multi-instrumentalist, 
composer, and sound engineer, comprise the duo Sounds Like Reign. Their album Silo 
Sessions consists of intimate performances of mainly a cappella hymns. Here, Lindsay 
sings "Spirit of the Living God" (verse 1) with the beautiful and simple accompaniment 
of a kalimba, an instrument that goes by many names… including thumb piano! 
Spirit of the Living God (Silo Sessions) // Sounds Like Reign - YouTube 
 

Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

 
Spirit of the Living God,  
move among us all, 
make us one in heart and mind,  
make us one in love.  
Humble, caring, selfless, sharing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vU56IeDV-z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=En44FTqOifs
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Spirit of the living God,  
fill our lives with love. 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 
 
Sung Response: MV16 Come and Fill Our Hearts 
Chór Deo Cantamus is a Polish choir in the village of Tuczempy that performs at church 
celebrations and participates in choral competitions and workshops. They sing this 
Taizé hymn in Latin – feel free to join them using the lyrics in the video or, if you 
prefer, the English lyrics below. 
MV16 "Confidemini Domino (Come And Fill Our Hearts)" Sung by Padre Rev. Andrew 
K. Lee - YouTube 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O God, are Holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia! 

 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Luke 15:1-10 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a 
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what woman 
having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 
and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” 
 
Time for Reconciliation: inspired by the Teachings of Cree Elder Very Rev. Stan McKay and 
Rev. Susan Lukey’s Lenten Lament—Seeking Right Relations, Gathering Drama File LE 2018 based 
on Year C of the Revised Common Lectionary Lenten readings  
  
As the Traditional Teachings are woven together with Christian teachings, they will 
give us wisdom in our journey towards reconciliation with Indigenous communities. 
Understanding our Treaty obligations is part of this journey. We acknowledge that we 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar0_We8lL0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar0_We8lL0k
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are gathered and worship on the traditional lands of the Neutral, Haudensaunee and 
Anishinaabe peoples. For thousands of years Indigenous Peoples walked this land and 
knew it to be the centre of their lives and their spirituality. Because we are all Treaty 
people, we each have a responsibility to live into the Treaty commitments that will 
move us towards reconciliation. 
 
Lent 4:  
Today we lament the forbidding of Traditional Teachings of Indigenous Elders. Not just 
one sheep, but whole flocks were lost because of the actions of our forebears. We have 
not understood them and have ridiculed them as superstition that needed eradication. 
We lament the loss of wisdom that accompanied them.  
 
As we light the white candle, we look to the North. This is the direction of wisdom and 
endings. It is the direction of the elders, who teach us how to listen and hold different 
opinions together. (light white candle) 
 
Hymn: VU 362 Here, O God, Your Servants Gather 
First Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, performs this beautiful 1958 hymn that 
expresses Christian unity in diversity. The original Japanese lyrics were written by 
pastor Tokuo Yamaguchi and translated into English by Everett Stowe. Basing his 
music on the ancient Japanese Gagaku mode of composition (traditional Japanese 
court music), hymnist Isao Koizumi composed the tune "Tokyo" for Yamaguchi's lyrics. 
Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather (TOKYO) - YouTube 
 
1 Here, O God, your servants gather, hand we link with hand; 
 looking to our Saviour's cross, joined in love we stand. 
 As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray: 
 Jesus, Saviour, guide our steps, for you are the Way. 
 
2 Many are the tongues we speak, scattered are the lands, 
 yet our hearts are one in God, one in love's demands. 
 Even in darkness hope appears, calling age and youth: 
 Jesus, teacher, dwell with us, for you are the Truth. 
 
3 Nature's secrets open wide, changes never cease; 
 where, O where, can weary souls find the source of peace? 
 Unto all those sore distressed, torn by endless strife: 
 Jesus, healer, bring your balm, for you are the Life. 
 
4 Grant, O God, an age renewed, filled with deathless love; 
 help us as we work and pray, send us from above 
 truth and courage, faith and power needed in our strife: 
 Jesus, Saviour, be our Way, be our Truth, our Life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuBs1ukENIE


5 

 

 
Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 
11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 
divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he 
had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the 
pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and 
no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I 
will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 
him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his 
slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came 
and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves 
and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became 
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he 
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, 
and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, 
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 
him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 
Reflection  
 
Hymn: VU 266 Amazing Grace 
There are so many videos of this hymn that it is difficult to choose just one! Here are 
two more recent recordings for you to enjoy: the first is performed by the group 
Southern Harmony (verses 1, 2, and 5 if you'd like to sing along), and the second is a 
compilation of many global voices, a COVID project put together by a not-for-profit 
Christian organization. It's so interesting to see and hear Christians from 50 different 
countries sing this hymn in their own language. 
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Amazing Grace - Southern Raised - YouTube 
50 Countries Sing Amazing Grace ALL OVER the WORLD - YouTube 
 
1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found, 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed. 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me, 
 this word my hope secures; 
 God will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun.  
 
Stewardship Second: Don’t be paralyzed by the big problems. You can always find 
something to give. 
 
Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Prayers of the People: 
As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 
prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, St. John's Stevensville. 
God, 
like the Israelites in the wilderness, 
we too have known Your love, 
and experienced Your care and provision. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18HS995Fmfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BA7pdABvpnc
https://united-church.ca/search/locator/all/92302
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You invite us to extend that love to the world around us— 
to care for others as deeply as we care for ourselves. 
And so we bring the needs of our world before You now. 
In Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the many who do not have enough: 
  enough food to eat, or shelter to keep warm; 
  enough employment, or money to pay their bills; 
  enough medicine or medical care. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We also pray for those who have more than enough, 
  but who still struggle to find meaning and purpose in life; 
  who indulge in dangerous or self-serving activities 
      to dull their pain or loneliness. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, Your grace reaches out to all of us. 
You call us to live as citizens of heaven, 
working together with one heart and mind. 
Strengthen us to live in a manner worthy 
of the Good News we have received, 
offering our lives in service of Your kingdom, 
where the last are first, and the first are last, 
and there is grace enough for all. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 221 Sing Praise to God 
The lyrics may not be as familiar to you, but you will certainly recognize the hymn tune 
from "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty." Actually, these two hymns have more in 
common than you might think: they are actually two different translations of the same 
1680 German text by Joachim Neander! This recording features the choir of 
Westminster Presbyterian in Buffalo accompanied by their organist and Director of 
Music Garrett Martin. 
Sing Praise to God Who Has Shaped (Lobe den Herren) - YouTube 
 
1 Sing praise to God, who has shaped and sustains 
  all creation! 
 Sing praise, my soul, in profound and 
  complete adoration! 
 Gladsome rejoice – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2apVGJcM-hY
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 organ and trumpet and voice – 
 joining God's great congregation. 
 
2 Praise God, our guardian, who lovingly offers correction, 
 who, as on eagle's wings, saves us from sinful dejection. 
 Have you observed, 
 how we are always preserved 
 by God's parental affection? 
 
3 Sing praise to God, with sincere thanks for 
  all your successes. 
 Merciful God ever loves to encourage and bless us. 
 Only conceive 
 what godly strength can achieve: 
 strength that would touch and caress us. 
 
4 Sing praise, my soul, the great name of your high 
  God commending. 
 All that have life and breath join you, 
  their notes sweetly blending. 
 God is your light! 
 Soul, ever keep this in sight: 
 amen, amen never ending. 
 
Benediction: VU 349 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Blessing Song: MV 214 May God’s Sheltering Wings 
Thank you to Andrea LeBlanc, who shares her performance of this lovely benediction. 
Blessings to all. 
May God's Sheltering Wings - YouTube 

 
May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you.  
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you,  
and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUdLubvK958
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Online Postlude: Be Still My Soul 
William Joseph is a pianist, composer, and producer who has collaborated with some 
of the biggest names in contemporary music in a variety of genres. In this video, he 
performs a gorgeous arrangement of Jean Sibelius' Finlandia hymn with cellist Zack 
Clark. 
Be Still My Soul - William Joseph & Zack Clark - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 
 
March 8 – April 5: Lenten Study each Tuesday at 10 am: Lesser Evils: Daily 
Reflections on Seeking Wisdom, the United Church's new Lenten devotional by Alydia 
Smith 
 
April 14: Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm at Kilbride 
 
April 15: Good Friday Service at 10 am at Carlisle 
 
April 17: Easter Sunday 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2 pm – Rev. Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights 
 
May 7: Carlisle Chicken Dinner – Stay tuned for details! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHCOapQ85ys
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils

