
1 

 

           

 

 
Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday March 20, 2022 
Lent Three 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 
revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ is with us, guiding us on the journey 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Song: MV 81 Love Us into Fullness 
I invite you to sing along with Peninsula United as they perform this prayerful 2006 
hymn by Daniel Charles Damon. Rev. Damon is not only a hymnist but also an 
Associate Editor of Hymnody for Hope Publishing, a retired ordained Elder in the 
United Methodist Church, a jazz pianist, a Fellow of The Hymn Society, and an 
instructor and recorder of church music. 
LOVE US INTO FULLNESS MV 81 - YouTube 
 

Love us into fullness, touch us with your grace; 
Jesus, in your mercy, draw us to your face. 

 
Lenten Liturgy: Lent 3 
Today is the third Sunday of Lent. Let us think about  
the things that block us from following God's way  
of loving and caring for this world and one another.  
The first and second candles for Lent represent anger and greed. The third Lenten 
candle represents fear. As we extinguish this candle, let us pray in silence for God to 
remove the fear from within us and within our world that stops us from trusting God. 
 
(extinguish 3rd Lenten candle and then pause in silence)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd3e8wUCPx4
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Knowing that God accepts us for who we are, but  
loves us into who we can be, let us join together in  
this song,  
  
Sung Response: MV 7 Gather Us In (x2) 
This is a new hymn for many of us, so I encourage you to sing it more than once! Many 
thanks to Rev. Lefneski and Debbie Roy from Emmanuel United in Cowansville, 
Quebec, for a very commendable duet accompanied by Susan Reininger on piano. 
Gather Us In - Hymn - YouTube 
 

Gather us in, ground us in you. Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, gather us in, ground us, ground us in you. 

 
Call to Worship:  
One: We come to our God; your God, my God 
     All: We seek you, our souls thirst for you;  
One: Our flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
     All:  God’s steadfast love is better than life, our lips will sing praise 
One: God has been our help, and in the shadow of God’s wings we sing for joy. 
     All: We will lift up our hands and call on God’s name as we worship. 
 
Opening Hymn: MV 28 God of the Bible 
This recording is from Tony Alonso's 2014 album In Endless Song. Alonso is a Cuban-
American Roman Catholic, a Latin Grammy-nominated composer of sacred music, and 
a professor of theology. 
Fresh as the Morning - YouTube 
 

God of the Bible, God in the Gospel, 
hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come, 
you are our center, daylight or darkness, 
freedom or prison, you are our home. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 
God always faithful, you do not change. 

 
God in our struggles, God in our hunger, 
suffering with us, taking our part, 
still you empower us, mothering Spirit, 
feeding, sustaining, from your own heart. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 
God always faithful, you do not change. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vU56IeDV-z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e91q-15fu44


3 

 

Those without status, those who are nothing, 
you have made royal, gifted with rights, 
chosen as partners, midwives of justice, 
birthing new systems, lighting new lights. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 
God always faithful, you do not change. 

 
Not by your finger, not by your anger, 
will our world order change in a day, 
but by your people, fearless and faithful, 
small paper lanterns, lighting the way. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 
God always faithful, you do not change. 

 
Hope we must carry, shining and certain, 
through all our turmoil, terror and loss, 
bonding us gladly, one to the other, 
till our world changes, facing the Cross. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 
God always faithful, you do not change. 

 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 
 
Sung Response: MV16 Come and Fill Our Hearts 
Chór Deo Cantamus is a Polish choir in the village of Tuczempy that performs at church 
celebrations and participates in choral competitions and workshops. They sing this 
Taizé hymn in Latin – feel free to join them using the lyrics in the video or, if you 
prefer, the English lyrics below. 
MV16 "Confidemini Domino (Come And Fill Our Hearts)" Sung by Padre Rev. Andrew 
K. Lee - YouTube 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O God, are Holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia! 

 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Genesis 15: 1, 5-6 
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar0_We8lL0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar0_We8lL0k


4 

 

5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are 
able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he 
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
Time for Reconciliation: inspired by the Teachings of Cree Elder Very Rev. Stan McKay and 
Rev. Susan Lukey’s Lenten Lament—Seeking Right Relations, Gathering Drama File LE 2018 based 
on Year C of the Revised Common Lectionary Lenten readings  
  
As the Traditional Teachings are woven together with Christian teachings, they will 
give us wisdom in our journey towards reconciliation with Indigenous communities. 
Understanding our Treaty obligations is part of this journey. We acknowledge that we 
are gathered and worship on the traditional lands of the Neutral, Haudensaunee and 
Anishinaabe peoples. For thousands of years Indigenous Peoples walked this land and 
knew it to be the centre of their lives and their spirituality. Because we are all Treaty 
people, we each have a responsibility to live into the Treaty commitments that will 
move us towards reconciliation. 
 
Lent 3:  

Today we lament the imposition of a European form of parenting on Indigenous 
families, which removes them from the communal responsibility for children. We 
lament our failure to understand the crucial role of the community and the elders in 
parenting.  

As we light the red candle, we look to the West. This is the direction of 
responsibility for families and communities. It is the direction of adults, many of whom 
are parents, who work together for the good of all. 
 
Hymn:  VU 556 Would You Bless Our Homes and Families 
I invite you to sing along with the virtual choir of Southampton United Church, located 
in the town of Saugeen Shores on Lake Huron, part of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation 
Territory. 
556 Would you Bless Our Homes and Families. Virtual Choir, Southampton United 
Church, May 16, 2021 - YouTube 
 
1 Would you bless our homes and families, 
  Source of life who calls us here; 
 in our world of stress and tension 
  teach us love that conquers fear. 
 Help us learn to love each other 
  with a love that constant stays; 
 teach us when we face our troubles, 
  love's expressed in many ways. 
 
2 When our way is undemanding, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Xime_J-lUM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Xime_J-lUM
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  let us use the time that's ours 
 to delight in simple pleasures, 
  sharing joys in gentle hours. 
 When our way is anxious walking 
  and a heavy path we plod, 
 teach us trust in one another 
  and in you, our gracious God. 
 
3 From the homes in which we're nurtured, 
  with the love that shapes us there, 
 teach us, God, to claim as family 
  every one whose life we share. 
 And through all that life may offer, 
  may we in your love remain; 
 may the love we share in families 
  be alive to praise your name. 
 
4 Let us reach beyond the boundaries 
  of our daily thought and care 
 till the family you have chosen 
  spills its love out everywhere. 
 Help us learn to love each other 
  with a love that constant stays; 
 teach us when we face our troubles 
  love's expressed in many ways. 
 
Scripture:  Luke 13:1-9 
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  
2He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they 
were worse sinners than all other Galileans?  
3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen 
who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were 
worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?  
5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none.  
7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on 
this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 
 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on 
it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 
Reflection  
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Hymn: MV 174 Soil of God, You and I 
Brad Mills and Sue Upham from St Paul's United Church in Perth record Jim Hannah's 
1995 hymn. St Paul's gathers on the traditional lands of the Ardoch and Algonquin First 
Nations. 
Soil of God, You and I - MV174 - YouTube 
 
Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear  
seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care. 
Growing in everyone for here God is found 
All stand together, we are… Holy ground. 
 
Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be 
Part of God’s promise, for others to see. 
Open to everyone for here God is found 
All stand together, we are… Holy ground. 
 
Soil of God, you and I, now called to rebirth 
Joining as partners with all of the earth. 
Living in harmony for here God is found 
All stand together, this is… Holy ground. 
 
Stewardship Second: Every one of us has the ability to redistribute power when we 
share. 
 
Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Prayers of the People: 
As part of Horseshoe Falls Region, each week we hold a community of Faith in our 
prayers. This week we pray for our sister church, Binbrook/Blackheath pastoral charge 
http://binbrookblackheath.org/  
 
My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.” 
And my heart responds, “Lord, I am coming.” Ps 27:8 (New Living Translation) 
In stillness let us hear your voice, God.   
Easy to say, but hard to do. 
The endless whirl and explosion of thoughts in our heads force their way to grab our 
attention, then the pings from electronic devices clamour, ‘Listen to me!’ Life, in all its 
forms, too often seems like a spiral of demands, claims, pressures, and concerns. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B39cVMlzGT4
http://binbrookblackheath.org/
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But we choose to be in your presence. Here we are, Creator God; you are our rock on 
which we stand. Still the busyness of our minds, the doubts, the fears, the concerns and 
worries, so we can talk with you and hear your voice, recognising your accent as Jesus 
did in his human life. 
Into the stillness, Creator God:  
speak your words of wisdom and life. 
The invasion of Ukraine, in all its horror and suffering, has stripped away so much of 
the previously dominant superficiality of obsessions with ‘things’ and ‘stuff’ and self-
focus. We give thanks for the generosity of so many whether of money, talents, or 
opening their hearts and homes to refugees. Holy One, so many are trying creatively to 
find ways to help those in Ukraine and those fleeing the bombing and shelling of 
civilians, hospitals, and schools, while others return to Ukraine to defend it. So many 
other questions erupt. Why do we do this for Ukraine but not for those caught in 
similar conflicts elsewhere? Eritrea, Yemen, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Venezuela, Myanmar and so many other countries 
currently fallen off the media focus? Yet you say you created all people out of love in 
your own image and saw that they were good. You cannot and do not deny your nature. 
Why do we and our governments fall short so often? 
Loving God:  
forgive us for failing them and you. 
Compassionate God, you hear the cries of all who suffer wherever and whenever. We 
pray also for those who perpetrate the violence and suffering, including the President 
of Russia and those aiding and abetting him. We hold all up to your care and healing, 
that they may be turned around in your Light to be freed and transformed so they will 
work for the healing of all Creation. 
Christ, the ultimate wounded healer: Hear and answer the cries of our hearts. 
We give thanks for signs of hope, care, and inventiveness, whether reported or unseen 
but giving life and succour to those in times of hopelessness, fear, and vulnerability. We 
pray for all the families in Poland, Romania, and various other countries in all parts 
of the world welcoming and helping refugees of many conflicts. We pray for those 
experiencing racism even while trying to flee to save their lives. Teach us to emulate 
those who are blind since they cannot tell the color of someone’s skin; does color mean 
anything to them? It doesn’t to you. 
Jesus, who walked this way as a man: 
walk with each one of them today,  
and help us to follow your path wherever it leads. 
In your loving kindness, help us realign our lives to fulfil Your will for who we are and 
what we do. 
Help us make new relationships with people, structures, and all creation, in line with 
your justice and transforming love. 
And as we listen for your prompts, moment by moment, teach us to recognise your 
accent. 
Just like Jesus. Amen. 
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Hymn: VU 244 Sing Your Praise to God Eternal 
Get ready to voice your praise by singing along to this piano track performed by Robert 
Aszmies. The tune is based on an old Welsh folk melody titled "Tros y Garreg" or "Over 
the Stone," named for a district in northern Wales. It was first published in 1784 in 
Edward Jones' Relicks of the Welsh Bards.  
CP 391 Sing Ye Praises to the Father (#391 Common Praise 1998 - Praise) R B Y Scott 
Edward Jones - YouTube 
 
1 Sing your praise to God eternal, 
  sing your praise to God the Son, 
 sing your praise to God the Spirit, 
  living and forever One. 
 God has made us, God has blessed us, 
  God has called us to be true. 
 God rules over all creation, 
  daily making all things new. 
 
2 Join the praise of every creature, 
  sing with singing birds at dawn; 
 when the stars shine forth at nightfall, 
  hear their heavenly antiphon. 
 Praise God for the light of summer, 
  autumn glories, winter snows, 
 for the coming of the springtime 
  and the life of all that grows. 
 
3 Praise God on our days of gladness 
  for the summons to rejoice; 
 praise God in our times of sadness 
  for the calm, consoling voice. 
 God our Maker, strong and loving, 
  Christ our Saviour, Leader, Lord, 
 living God, Creator Spirit, 
  be your holy name adored! 
 
Benediction:  VU 349 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfokHdXTI-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfokHdXTI-s
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May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Blessing Song: MV 214 May God’s Sheltering Wings 
Thank you to Andrea LeBlanc, who shares her performance of this lovely benediction. 
Blessings to all. 
May God's Sheltering Wings - YouTube 

 
May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you.  
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you,  
and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love. 

 
Online Postlude: Recuerdos de la Alhambra by Francisco Rárrega 
Croatian-born classical guitarist Ana Vidović comes from a highly musical family and 
proved to be a child prodigy, since she started playing the guitar at age five, was 
performing internationally by age eleven, and won over twenty international 
competition awards before the age of eighteen. In this recording she performs 
Recuerdos de la Alhambra (Memories of the Alhambra) by Spanish composer and 
guitarist Francisco Tárrega. Tárrega wrote and dedicated this 1899 piece, which uses a 
special tremolo technique, to his patron Concepción Gómez de Jacoby in honour of 
their visit to the Alhambra, an Islamic palace and fortress in Granada. 
Ana Vidovic plays Recuerdos de la Alhambra by Francisco Tárrega - YouTube 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom or in person at 9:30-11 am 
 
March 8 – April 5: Lenten Study each Tuesday at 10 am: Lesser Evils: Daily 
Reflections on Seeking Wisdom, the United Church's new Lenten devotional by Alydia 
Smith 
 
April 14: Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm at Kilbride 
 
April 15: Good Friday Service at 10 am at Carlisle 
 
April 17: Easter Sunday 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2 pm – Rev. Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights 
 
May 7:  Carlisle Chicken Dinner – Stay tuned for details! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUdLubvK958
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJsZ7euzjNc
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils

