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Sunday, March 20, 2022 
 
 

Covenanting Service 
between 

Rev. Allison Playfair 
Carlisle/Kilbride Pastoral Charge and 

The Horseshoe Falls Region of the United Church 
of Canada 

 
 
 

Kilbride’s Mission: 

 
Kilbride United Church 

 
“To share our Christian Faith with one another and the  

community” 
 

Carlisle’s Mission: 
 

 
 

“A Celebrating Community of Faith” 
“To Strengthen our Relationship to God through Christ 

with One Another.” 
 

Our Motto:   Love   Pray   Serve! 
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Representing Horseshoe Falls Regional Council: 
Rev. Brenna Baker, Erindale United Church 

 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Anita Spiller 

 
Director of Music: Heather Olaveson 

 
 

Prelude: A selection of Rev. Allison’s favourite hymns 
 
Announcements, Introductions and Words of 
Welcome: COVID protocols. Masks must always be 
worn, please! 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land – Maureen Trenkler: 
As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude 
that we live and worship on territorial lands covered by 
the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. May our worship 
honour all who have stewarded this land and may we 
continue to seek right relations with all. 
 
Greetings: 
Rev. Anita: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
 
All: And also, with you.  
 
Rev. Brenna: A Service of Covenanting celebrates the 
new relationship between local churches, regional 
council and the ordered minister called to serve. Like 
any other rite of passage, the United Church of Canada 
formally celebrates this new relationship by making 
promises to one another. Let us worship God together.  
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle – Rev. Allison 
 
Hymn of Praise: Let Us Build a House                 MV 1 
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Broadcast on the BBC Hymn Channel, this hymn by 
liturgical composer Marty Haugen was recorded in 
Warwick, England, at the Collegiate Church of St Mary, 
whose foundations date back almost 900 years. If you 
have a moment, consider reminding yourself of Carlisle 
and Kilbride's fascinating histories on our church 
websites. 
Let Us Build A House - YouTube 
 
Call to Worship: 
Rev. Anita:  Come! Sing! Celebrate! 
All:  We are here to experience the good 

news. This is God’s house, and we can 
meet God here. 

Rev. Anita:  In the presence of God, who has created 
and is creating, 

All:  we come with excitement and 
expectation. 

Rev. Anita: In the presence of God who has come in 
Jesus the Christ, 

All:   we come in hunger and hope. 
Rev. Anita:  In the presence of God, who works in us 

and others by the Spirit, 
All:   we come with joy and amazement. 
Rev. Anita:  Let us worship God! 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Special Music: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  
by Lani Smith, based on the "Azmon" tune by Carl G. 
Gläser 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE NEW MINISTER 
 
Rev. Brenna: Friends, we are gathered here in the 
presence of God to celebrate a new ministry and to 
covenant together for the service of God in this place. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ
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Chair of the Ministry Search Committee – Mary 
Gilbert: We present Rev. Allison Playfair, who has been 
called to the ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral 
Care. Rev. Allison is a very experienced minister who 
has an easygoing, calming personality, is a passionate 
listener, is very involved in outreach programs for all 
ages and has shown the extreme importance of Pastoral 
Care in her ministry.  
 
She speaks about the “many ways to understand,” 
believes in relationship building with all and values 
connections within the community.  
 
Rev. Allison’s services are traditional. Her leadership 
style is collaborative, and she seeks to highlight and 
incorporate the “gifts of the people.” 
  
We believe that she is qualified according to our 
prayerful and diligent discernment and are delighted to 
have had her strength and guidance on the journey with 
us through COVID. 
 

DISBANDING OF THE MINISTRY SEARCH 
COMMITTEE 

 
Rev. Brenna: The Carlisle/Kilbride Joint Search 
Committee includes Mary Gilbert (Chair), Sheila Garret 
(Secretary), Bob Moulder and Jean Shaw.  
 
Horseshoe Falls Regional Council and the members of 
both churches would like to express our gratitude to the 
Ministry Search Committee for your faithful service over 
the past year. Your commitment of time, faith and 
discernment has brought us all to this significant time 
and place. Thank you for the completion of this work. 
 
Rev. Allison Playfair, you are here in response to the call 
of the Carlisle/Kilbride communities of faith and 
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Horseshoe Falls Regional Council. We come together to 
mark this new relationship within our regional council for 
the sake of our shared ministry.  
 
Rev. Allison Playfair, you have undertaken the ministry 
of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care in this place. 
You, the members of these communities of faith, are 
called to join Rev. Allison Playfair in worship, study, 
prayer and action. 
 
We, Horseshoe Falls Regional Council, will be 
responsible for supporting this ministry. Let us pray for 
God’s grace as we covenant together. 
 

WE ENGAGE THE STORY 
 
Prayer of Illumination – Rev. Anita: Let us hear, 
ponder and open ourselves to the wonder of scripture 
today. May you listen for the promise, the challenge and 
the hope that lies within the words of our faith stories. 
Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 14:22-33 
 
Prayer and Sermon: No compass and no life vest; are 
you prepared to drown?  
 
Hymn: My Love Colours Outside the Lines     MV 138 
Adrian Marchuk from Windermere United in Toronto 
arranged and layered his voice in order to produce this 
recording, along with Dave Celia (percussion) and 
Christine Bougie (guitar). The composer, Gordon Light, 
is ordained in the Anglican Church and is a founding 
member of musical group The Common Cup Company. 
My Love Colours Outside The Lines - YouTube 
 

THE ACT OF COVENANTING 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKPFOQEsRkE
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Statement of This New Ministry – Rev. Brenna: 
Friends, we are gathered here in the presence of God  
to celebrate our ministry and to covenant together for the 
service of God in this place. Rev. Allison Playfair, will  
you please come forward.  
                
We are here to join into a covenantal relationship with 
God and between Rev. Allison Playfair, the 
Carlisle/Kilbride communities of faith and the wider 
United Church as represented by Horseshoe Falls 
Regional Council. 
 
Although God’s covenant with us never changes, our 
covenants with one another evolve as we seek ways to 
faithfully deepen our commitment to Jesus and live into 
our call to embody God’s love in the world.  
 
In Jesus the Christ, God came into the world not to be 
served, but to serve. By our baptism we are called to a 
ministry of worship, witness and reconciliation. As we 
prepare to make commitments to one another now, let 
us first stand in body or spirit and join in a statement of 
our communal faith. 
 
Statement of Our Communal Faith:                   VU 918 
All: We are not alone,  
  we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 
  who has created and is creating, 
  who has come in Jesus, 
   the Word made flesh, 
   to reconcile and make new, 
  who works in us and others 
   by the Spirit. 
 We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 
 to celebrate God’s presence, 
 to live with respect in Creation, 
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 to love and serve others, 
 to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
  our judge and our hope.  
In Life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us.  
We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God. 

Send your Holy Spirit to bind us in full communion  
so that we may be a uniting church 

Embodying your love for the world. 
We are not alone; all glory and power be unto you.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Hymn: I, the Lord of Sea and Sky                      VU 509 
Many thanks to Jane Barry and Rita Christie, who made 
this recording at Knockbreada Methodist Church in 
Belfast. In 1979, American Catholic composer and 
student of theology Dan Schutte was asked to compose 
this piece for a deacon's ordination mass. 
I the Lord of sea and sky - YouTube 
 
Promises of the New Minister: 
 
Rev. Brenna: Rev. Allison Playfair, do you, in the 
presence of these communities of faith, take on the new 
trust and responsibility of ministering with the 
Carlisle/Kilbride communities of faith?  
 
          Rev. Allison: I do. God being my helper. 
 
Will you accept the guidance of Horseshoe Falls 
Regional Council and, together with its other members, 
be responsible for the health of the Carlisle/Kilbride 
communities of faith?  
 
          Rev. Allison: I will. God being my helper. 
     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0p1ak22jNLI
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Will you share in the ministry goals and faith stories of 
these communities of faith? 
 
          Rev. Allison: I will. God being my helper. 
 
Will you accept the support and encouragement of these 
communities of faith and this regional council?  
 
          Rev. Allison: I will. God being my helper. 
 
Will you work cooperatively with the wider church and 
wider community to embody God’s love in the world?  
 
          Rev. Allison: I will. God being my helper. 
 
Promises of the Communities of Faith: 
 
Rev. Brenna: Carlisle and Kilbride, please stand as you 
are able in body or spirit.  
 
Will you join with Rev. Allison Playfair in a ministry of 
worship, study, prayer and action within the 
Carlisle/Kilbride communities of faith, Horseshoe Falls 
Regional Council and within the wider church?  
 
          Members of the communities of faith:  
          We will. By the grace of God. 
 
Will you support them as they serve among you in this 
ministry? 
 
          Members of the communities of faith:  
          We will. By the grace of God. 
 
Promises of Regional Council, Wider Church and 
Community: 
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Rev. Brenna: Members of the wider church and 
community, please stand as you are able. 
 
Will you, as members of Horseshoe Falls Regional 
Council and members of the wider community, join with 
Rev. Allison Playfair and these communities of faith in 
the ministry that is both theirs and ours?  
 
          Wider community members:  
          We will. By the grace of God. 
 
Will you support and encourage them in this ministry?  
 
          Wider community members:   
          We will. By the grace of God. 
 
Presentation of Symbols – Rev. Anita: 
COVID protocol prevents us from having community 
members walking up the aisle to present the elements. 
 
A BIBLE – The Word 
 
Rev. Anita presents the Bible from the table to Rev. 
Allison.  
 
Rev. Anita: Take this Bible. Be with us as one who 
teaches and proclaims the Word. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
Rev. Allison places the Bible on the communion table. 
 
WATER – Our Baptism 
 
Rev. Anita presents the pitcher of water from the table to 
Rev. Allison. 
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Rev. Anita: Be with us as one who baptizes in the name 
of Christ. 
 
All: Amen.  
 
Rev. Allison takes the pitcher, pours the water into the 
font and places the pitcher on the communion table. 
 
WATER, TOWEL AND BASIN – Leadership and 
Commitment 
 
Rev. Anita presents these symbols from the table to 
Rev. Allison. 
   
Rev. Anita: Be with us as one who serves in the name 
of Christ. 
 
All: Amen. 
  
Rev. Allison pours the water into the basin. Basin, towel 
and pitcher are placed on the communion table. 
 
BREAD AND WINE – Communion and Community 
 
Rev. Anita presents a loaf of bread and a cup of wine 
from the table to Rev. Allison.  
 
Rev. Anita: Be with us as one who cares for those who 
hunger and thirst. 
 
All: Amen. 
  
Rev. Allison places the bread and wine upon the table. 
 
Presentation of the Gift: 
 
Chairs of the Board of Carlisle and Kilbride present a gift 
to Rev. Allison. 
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Rev. Brenna: Rev. Allison Playfair and the 
Carlisle/Kilbride communities of faith, let all these be 
signs of the ministry that is and that will be in this 
community. 
 
All: Amen.  
 
Response to Covenant – Rev. Brenna: 
 
Laying on of Hands (Invited guests are asked to come 
forward to lay on hands.) 
The congregation may raise their hands forward as a 
symbol of response. 
 
Prayer: 
Good and gracious God, in every age you have chosen 
servants to speak your word and serve your people. 
We thank you for Rev. Allison Playfair whom you have 
called to serve. Give her special gifts to do her work. 
Fill her with the Holy Spirit so she may be strengthened 
and be a faithful disciple of Jesus. 
 
All: Amen! 
Beloved Church, we are one in Christ! 
The peace of Christ, who unites us in love and 
discipleship, be with you all. 
 
All: And also, with you. 
 
Let us rejoice in the covenant we have made.  
 
All: We rejoice in the covenant 
we have made this day, 
and give thanks 
for all God’s people. 
Hallelujah! Amen!, 
 
All: The people may express their joy! (Clap! Bell peal!) 
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Hymn: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!                           VU 958 
I invite you to sing out in celebration with RiverSong 
Choir at Bethesday Methodist Church! Hal Hopson has 
arranged and expanded this traditional Caribbean piece. 
Halle, Halle, Halle - YouTube 
 
Prayer – Rev. Allison: 
Rev. Allison prays in thanksgiving and supplication for all 
who have entered this covenant for the ministry of the 
community of faith. 
 
Closing Hymn: We Have This Ministry              VU 510 
Pacific Spirit United Church in Vancouver shares this 
lyric video of "We Have This Ministry," a hymn 
composed (both words and music) by Jim Strathdee in 
1979. 
We Have This Ministry | Voices United 510 - YouTube 
 
Benediction: Bless Now, O God, the Journey  VU 633 
(excerpt from v. 1 and 3) 
Our version of this hymn uses the tune "Thornbury" 
(1898) by English organist and composer Basil 
Harwood. It is here performed on organ by Ste Duckett 
at Wellesley Parish Church in Fife, Scotland. 
Hymn tune: THORNBURY - O Jesus I have promised - 
YouTube 
 

Bless now, O God, the journey that all your  
people make, 

the path through noise and silence, the way of  
give and take. 

But waiting not for places, you meet us all around. 
Our covenant is written on roads, as faith is found. 

       
Postlude: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee by Mark Hayes, 
based on the "Hymn to Joy" tune by Ludwig van 
Beethoven 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7J1EQ3eci4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dou4Rdr5fIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDmV2DcV8ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDmV2DcV8ws
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Online Postlude: Joyful, Joyful arranged by Mervyn 
Warren and adapted by Roger Emerson 
Angel City Chorale delivers an exuberant performance 
of another arrangement of this hymn, which began life in 
the summer of 1785 when the poem "An die Freude" 
("To Joy") was penned by German poet Friedrich 
Schiller. Ludwig van Beethoven set Schiller's words to 
music in his final complete symphony, Symphony No. 9 
(1824), stunning and unusual because prior symphonies 
were instrumental and did not incorporate choral singing. 
I offer this online postlude in celebration! 
Joyful, Joyful - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XoimeGY8Z0

