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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday March 13, 2022 
Lent Two 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 
revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting 
 
Lighting of Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ is with us, guiding us on the journey 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Song: MV 81 Love Us into Fullness 
I invite you to sing along with Peninsula United as they perform this prayerful 2006 
hymn by Daniel Charles Damon. Rev. Damon is not only a hymnist but also an 
Associate Editor of Hymnody for Hope Publishing, a retired ordained Elder in the 
United Methodist Church, a jazz pianist, a Fellow of The Hymn Society, and an 
instructor and recorder of church music. 
LOVE US INTO FULLNESS MV 81 - YouTube 
 

Love us into fullness, touch us with your grace; 
Jesus, in your mercy, draw us to your face. 

 
Lenten Liturgy: Lent 2 
Today is the Second Sunday of Lent. Let us think about  
the things that block us from following  
God's way of loving and caring for this world and  
one another. Today we will extinguish our second  
Lenten candle that represents greed.  
As we extinguish the candle, let us pray in  
silence for God to remove greed within us and in  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd3e8wUCPx4
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our world that stops us from being satisfied with  
what we have and from sharing with one another.   
 
(extinguish 2nd Lenten candle and then pause in silence)  
 
Knowing that God accepts us for who we are, but  
loves us into who we can be, let us join together in  
this song,  
  
Sung Response: MV 7 Gather Us In (x2) 
This is a new hymn for many of us, so I encourage you to sing it more than once! Many 
thanks to Rev. Lefneski and Debbie Roy from Emmanuel United in Cowansville, 
Quebec, for a very commendable duet accompanied by Susan Reininger on piano. 
Gather Us In - Hymn - YouTube 
 

Gather us in, ground us in you. Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, gather us in, ground us, ground us in you. 

 
Call to Worship:  
One:  Secure on a rock, You gather us 
     All:  You wrap us round in Love 
One:  Under Your wings, You gather us 
     All:  You wrap us round in Love 
One:  Safe in Your house, You gather us 
     All:  You wrap us round in Love 
One: In the goodness of God, 
     All:  We are travelling home 
One:  In the justice of Jesus, 
     All:  We are travelling home 
One:  In the song of the Spirit 
     All:  We are travelling home. Amen 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 223 Eternal, Unchanging 
I invite you to sing along to Michele Comrie's piano accompaniment. This hymn tune is 
based on a traditional Welsh ballad first published in 1839 in John Roberts' Caniadau 
y Cyssegr (Hymns of the Sanctuary). Roberts began conducting choirs at age 14, 
became a schoolteacher at 16, and was ordained in the Calvinist Methodist Church at 
37. To help distinguish himself from the many other John Roberts, he went by Ieuan 
Gwyllt (Wild John). 
Eternal, Unchanging, We Sing - YouTube 
 
1 Eternal, Unchanging, we sing to your praise: 
 your mercies are endless, and righteous your ways; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vU56IeDV-z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-euG7ilmxo
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 your servants proclaim the renown of your name 
 who rules over all and is ever the same. 
 
2 Again we rejoice in the world you have made, 
 your mighty creation in beauty arrayed, 
 we thank you for life, and we praise you for joy, 
 for love and for hope that no power can destroy. 
 
3 We praise you for Jesus, our Master and Lord, 
 the might of his Spirit, the truth of his word, 
 his comfort in sorrow, his patience in pain, 
 the faith sure and steadfast that Jesus shall reign. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance: 
 
Sung Response: MV16 Come and Fill Our Hearts 
This Taizé hymn is performed by Rev. Andrew Kunyoung Lee from King City United 
Church in Ontario. Don't worry – Rev. Lee sings it in English as well, but why not 
challenge yourself to try out the Latin lyrics? 
MV16 "Confidemini Domino (Come And Fill Our Hearts)" Sung by Padre Rev. Andrew 
K. Lee - YouTube 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are Holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia! 

 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 55:1-13 (selected verses) 
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you 
spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not 
satisfy? I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 
David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the 
peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know 
you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has 
glorified you. 
6Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked 
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that 
he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar0_We8lL0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar0_We8lL0k
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thoughts than your thoughts. 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which 
I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and 
be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and 
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a 
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Time for Reconciliation:  
- inspired by the Teachings of Cree Elder Very Rev. Stan McKay and Rev. Susan Lukey’s Lenten 
Lament—Seeking Right Relations, Gathering Drama File LE 2018 based on Year C of the Revised 
Common Lectionary Lenten readings  
  

As the Traditional Teachings are woven together with Christian teachings, they 
will give us wisdom in our journey towards reconciliation with Indigenous 
communities. As a spiritual journey, reconciliation can, in Stan’s words, “bring us to 
the potential for establishing covenant relationships as Treaty people.”   

Understanding our Treaty obligations is part of this journey. We acknowledge 
that we are gathered and worship on the traditional lands of the Neutral, 
Haudensaunee and Anishinaabe peoples. For thousands of years Indigenous Peoples 
walked this land and knew it to be the centre of their lives and their spirituality. 
Because we are all Treaty people, we each have a responsibility to live into the Treaty 
commitments that will move us towards reconciliation.   
 
Lent 2:  

Today we lament the hopelessness of youth on northern reserves and the 
multiple youth suicides. We lament the lack of safe water, of healthy food, and of 
recreational resources for youth.   

As we light the black candle, we look to the South. This is the direction of energy 
and activity. It is the direction of youth, who can send their energy into what is good 
and life-giving.     (light black candle)  
 
Scripture reading: Isaiah 55:1-9. This prophecy is a calling to everyone who thirsts to 
come to a free banquet of food and water that feeds the soul. It is a prophecy of 
restoration of the nation—this is metaphorical, but also laying the blueprint for a 
healthy reality of enough for all.  
 
Hymn:  VU 613 We Cannot Measure How You Heal 
This performance uses a different hymn tune than is found in Voices United: the 
Scottish folk song "Ye Banks and Braes." This seems particularly appropriate for lyrics 



5 

 

composed by John Bell and Graham Maule, creative partners and members of the Iona 
Community in Glasgow. 
WE CANNOT MEASURE HOW YOU HEAL - YouTube 
 
1 We cannot measure how you heal 
 or answer every sufferer's prayer, 
 yet we believe your grace responds 
 where faith and doubt unite to care. 
 
2 The pain that will not go away, 
 the guilt that clings from things long past, 
 the fear of what the future holds 
 are present as if meant to last. 
 
3 But present too is love which tends 
 the hurt we never hoped to find, 
 the private agonies inside, 
 the memories that haunt the mind. 
 
4 Your hands, though bloodied on the cross, 
 survive to hold and heal and warn, 
 to carry all through death to life 
 and cradle children yet unborn. 
 
5 So some have come who need your help, 
 and some have come to make amends; 
 your hands which shaped and saved the world 
 are present in the touch of friends. 
 
6 Lord, let your Spirit meet us here 
 to mend the body, mind and soul, 
 to disentangle peace from pain 
 and make your broken people whole. 
 
Scripture:  Luke 13:31-35 
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am 
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because 
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I 
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygeK4XorRm4
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me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord.’” 
 
Reflection  
 
Hymn: VU 681 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
Thank you to the Grosse Pointe Memorial Virtual Choir (Michigan) and their organist 
James Biery. Voices United attributes the music to the 1815 publication Sacred 
Melodies by William Gardiner (1770-1853), but Hymnary.com provides some 
interesting additional information. Gardiner was the son of an English hosiery 
manufacturer who took up his father's trade as well as composing, arranging, editing, 
and writing about music. After meeting Joseph Haydn and Ludwig van Beethoven on 
his business travels, he helped popularize their music in England. One of the ways he 
did this was by turning classical melodies into hymn tunes, as he did for "Where Cross 
the Crowded Ways of Life": the melody originated from Beethoven! 
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life - YouTube 
 
1 Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
 where sound the cries of race and clan, 
 above the noise of selfish strife, 
 we hear your words of life again. 
 
2 In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
 on shadowed thresholds, dark with fears, 
 from paths where hide the lures of greed, 
 we catch the vision of your tears. 
 
3 The cup of water given for you 
 still holds the freshness of your grace; 
 yet long these multitudes to view 
 the strong compassion of your face. 
 
4 O Jesus, from the mountain side, 
 make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
 among these restless throngs abide, 
 and tread the city's streets again, 
 
5 till all the world shall learn your love 
 and follow where your feet have trod, 
 till glorious from your heaven above 
 shall come the city of our God. 
 
Stewardship Second: Let us reflect God’s glory in our generosity to others. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jY9O9MPsro0
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Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Hymn: VU 678 For the Healing of the Nations 
This grand hymn tune was composed by the great English composer Henry Purcell, 
who was born and died in Westminster, London, at the young age of 36. His first 
composition was published at age 8 when he was a chorister in the Chapel Royal and, at 
14, he became assistant to John Hingston, an organ builder and maintainer of the 
king's instruments. After becoming the organist at Westminster Abbey at the age of 20, 
he succeeded Hingston, continuing to compose music for the church, the theatre, and 
royal ceremonies all the while. It isn’t a mystery why this hymn tune is known as 
"Westminster." Here, the hymn is performed by The Riverside Choir in New York. 
Opening Hymn - For the Healing of the Nations performed by The Riverside Choir | 
October 3, 2021 - YouTube 
 
1 For the healing of the nations, 
  God, we pray with one accord; 
 for a just and equal sharing 
  of the things that earth affords. 
 To a life of love in action 
  help us rise and pledge our word. 
 
2 Lead us forward into freedom, 
  from despair your world release; 
 that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
  all may come and go in peace. 
 Show us how through care and goodness 
  fear will die and hope increase. 
 
3 All that kills abundant living, 
  let it from the earth be banned: 
 pride of status, race or schooling, 
  dogmas that obscure your plan. 
 In our common quest for justice 
  may we hallow life's brief span. 
 
4 You, Creator-God, have written 
  your great name on humankind; 
 for our growing in your likeness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejEN1hgHsBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejEN1hgHsBA
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  bring the life of Christ to mind; 
 that, by our response and service, 
  earth its destiny may find. 
 
Benediction:  VU 349 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Blessing Song: MV 214 May God’s Sheltering Wings 
I invite you to join in singing this beautiful benediction shared by Golden Ears United 
Church in Maple Ridge, BD. 
MV 214 May Gods Sheltering Wings - YouTube 
 

May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you.  
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you,  
and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love. 

 
Online Postlude: Metamorphosis Two (Philip Glass) 
Philip Glass' beautifully minimalist and meditative "Metamorphosis Two," originally 
for solo piano, is performed on harp by Lavinia Meijer. I hope you enjoy. 
NTR Podium: Lavinia Meijer speelt Philip Glass - YouTube 
 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional Group on Zoom or in person at 9:30-11 am 
 
March 8 – April 5: Zoom Lenten Study each Tuesday at 10 am: Lesser Evils: Daily 
Reflections on Seeking Wisdom, the United Church's new Lenten devotional by Alydia 
Smith 
 
March 20: Covenanting Service, 2:00 pm at Carlisle  
 
April 14: Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm at Kilbride 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYjaPjxN2HI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hV2-zFh3tAU
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
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April 15: Good Friday Service at 10 am at Carlisle 
 
April 17: Easter Sunday 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2 pm – Rev. Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights 
 
May 7:  Carlisle Chicken Dinner – Stay tuned for details! 


