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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 
Sunday February 27, 2022 

Transfiguration Sunday 
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 
  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting: 
One: God is good 
All: all the time. 
One: All the time 
All: God is good. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere. We affirm Christ’s presence as we 
light this candle. 
 
Hymn for Peace   The Peace That We Share 
Tune:  TO GOD BE THE GLORY with Refrain 
As Russia invaded Ukraine this past Thursday morning, we grieve for the loss of life that has already 
occurred and will continue.  We pray for this to end.  We pray, we pray. 
To God Be The Glory ( Royal Albert Hall, London) - YouTube 

The peace that we share when we turn and shake hands 
Is simply the peace that our Savior commands. 
As Christ reigns in heaven, he calls us to live 
As people forgiven, with God's peace to give. 
 
Refrain: 
May the peace that we share be for more than our friends; 
As we risk and we dare so God's kingdom extends. 
Remind us again, Lord, that seeds will increase — 
that you'll give the harvest when we work for peace! 
 
Peace grows through the dreamers who seek a new way, 
Through workers who struggle to build God's new day. 
It grows through the soldiers who once fought in wars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-15v9iworAU
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Yet now seek a new way that heals and restores. 
 
Peace grows through the diplomats forging a deal 
And building a treaty so nations can heal. 
Peace grows when our fears don't control what we do— 
When we see that others are God's children, too. 
 
Peace grows when our leaders are brave to spend funds 
On schools and on students, not weapons and guns. 
Peace grows when all citizens work for the good 
So all will have housing and health care and food. 
 
When all use their talents so conflicts will cease, 
Imagining, working and risking for peace, 
When nations negotiate rather than fight 
Then justice is possible! Peace is in sight! 
 
Refrain: 
May the peace that we share be for more than our friends; 
As we risk and we dare so God's kingdom extends. 
Remind us again, Lord, that seeds will increase — 
that you'll give the harvest when we work for peace! 
 
Biblical References: Matthew 5:9; Matthew 5:23-24; John 14:27; James 3:18; Isaiah 
2:3-4; Luke 2:14; Luke 19:41 
Tune: William Howard Doane, 1875 ("To God Be the Glory")   
Text: Copyright © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
 
 
Acknowledgement of Land & Commitment to Truth and Reconciliation: 
We gather on the lands of our Indigenous brothers and sisters.  Their ancestors lived, 
worked, played here.  They gathered and hunted sustainably while caring for Mother 
Earth and respecting our two-legged and four-legged relations. For all of time people 
have relocated – sometimes peaceably, sometimes not. As colonizers and settlers came 
here to Canada, some respected the ways of the indigenous people and some did not. 
Our government and our church caused much harm to the people, to their way of life, 
their spirituality and their family systems. We are on a journey of repentance and 
reconciliation. Help us, O God, to learn and make amends. 
  
Call to Worship:  
One:  Let there be light! 
     All:  A light that shines and never goes out. 
One:  God shows us the glory! 
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     All:  We see the Glory in Christ. 
One:  Let Christ’s Glory shine in us. 
     All:  Let us worship together as one! 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 79 Arise, Your Light Is Come! 
Methodist student minister and musician Luke Powell adds a contemporary keyboard 
accompaniment to Ruth Duck's 1992 hymn lyrics. The tune by nineteenth-century New 
York composer William Henry Walter is appropriately titled "Festal Song." I invite you 
to join in the celebration by singing along! 
Arise Your Light Has Come (with lyrics) - YouTube 
 
1 Arise, your light is come! 
 The Spirit's call obey; 
 show forth the glory of your God, 
 which shines on you today. 
 
2 Arise, your light is come! 
 Fling wide the prison door; 
 proclaim the captive's liberty, 
 good tidings to the poor. 
 
3 Arise, your light is come! 
 All you in sorrow born, 
 bind up the broken-hearted ones 
 and comfort those who mourn. 
 
4 Arise, your light is come! 
 The mountains burst in song! 
 Rise up like eagles on the wing; 
 God's power will make us strong. 
 
Opening Prayer – prepared by William Loader 
Let’s go up the mountain. 
Let’s go up to the place where the land meets the sky, 
where the earth touches the heavens, 
to the place of meeting, 
to the place of mists, 
to the place of voices and conversations, 
to the place of listening. 
  
O God, 
we open our eyes and we see Jesus, 
the months of ministry transfigured to a beam of light, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6ZRNwhsPJA
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the light of the world, 
your light. 
May your light shine upon us. 
We open our eyes and we see Moses and Elijah, 
your word restoring us, showing us the way, 
telling a story, 
your story, his story, our story. 
May your word speak to us. 
We open our eyes and we see mist, 
the cloud of your presence, 
which assures us of all we do not know 
and that we do not need to fear that. 
Teach us to trust. 
We open our eyes and we see Peter’s constructions, 
his best plans, our best plans, 
our missing the point, 
our missing the way. 
Forgive our foolishness and sin. 
We open our eyes and we see Jesus, 
not casting us off, 
but leading us down, leading us out – 
to ministry, to people. 
Your love endures forever. 
We open our ears and we hear your voice, 
'This is my beloved Son, listen to him!' 
And we give you thanks. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession:  
Sometimes we wait for God to astound us with whirlwinds of wonders, while God 
silently offers us grace. God waits to forgive us, so let us hold nothing back, but place 
our trust in the One who listens to our prayers and answers us with mercy.  
Oh God, hear our silent prayers. 
                                      Silence is kept 
 
Words of Assurance: 
On mountaintops and in valleys, in our hopes and in our hearts, God knows us better 
than we know ourselves, and God forgives us when we cannot forgive ourselves! 
By God's mercy, we are forgiven; by God's mercy, we are made whole; by 
God's mercy, we are equipped to serve others. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Sung Response: VU 951 Holy, Holy, Holy, My Heart 
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I invite you to sing along with Gretchen Smith, Karis Elliott, and Kim Snell from St 
Paul Presbyterian in San Angelo, Texas, as they perform this beautiful response in 
Spanish and then English. 
SANTO SANTO SANTO - YouTube 
 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you!   
My heart is glad to say the words: You are Holy, God!  
 

Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Exodus 34:29-35      The Message 
29-30 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai carrying the two Tablets of The 
Testimony, he didn't know that the skin of his face glowed because he had been 
speaking with God. Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, saw his radiant face, and 
held back, afraid to get close to him. 
31-32 Moses called out to them. Aaron and the leaders in the community came back and 
Moses talked with them. Later all the Israelites came up to him and he passed on the 
commands, everything that God had told him on Mount Sinai. 
33-35 When Moses finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face, but when he 
went into the presence of God to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. 
When he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, they would 
see Moses’ face, its skin glowing, and then he would again put the veil on his face until 
he went back in to speak with God. 
 
Young at Heart Time: Face to Face 
 
Hymn: VU 345 Come, Children, Join to Sing 
This recording is from Australian musician and entertainer Colin Buchanan's 2003 
album God of Wonders. Buchanan is a country, Christian, and children's music artist 
who has won nine Golden Guitar Australian Country Music Awards. He not only sings 
and plays acoustic guitar, but also the harmonica… which you can hear in the 
interludes between verses. 
Come Children Join to Sing - YouTube 
 
1 Come, children, join to sing: Hallelujah! 
 Praise to our Servant King: Hallelujah! 
  Let all with heart and voice, 
  saved by God's gracious choice, 
 now in this place rejoice: Hallelujah! 
 
2 Come, lift your hearts on high: Hallelujah! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQpT6OI2ZHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJarJWZoiIM
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 Let praises fill the sky: Hallelujah! 
  Christ calls his people friends, 
  the helpless he defends, 
 a love that never ends: Hallelujah! 
 
3 Praise yet our Christ again: Hallelujah! 
 Raise high the joyous strain: Hallelujah! 
  The whole creation o'er 
  let all God's love adore, 
 singing for evermore: Hallelujah! 
 
Scripture: Luke 9:28-37a 
28Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and 
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they 
saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were 
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter 
and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, 
they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving 
him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" —not knowing what he 
said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This 
is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had 
seen. 
37On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met 
him. 
 
Reflection: In the Moment 
  
Therapists Jett Psaris and Marlena Lyons write about how it is only through a 
willingness to practice “undefended love” that we can experience intimacy with 
ourselves, God, and others: 
 
To reach the unveiled part of ourselves that is deep enough to express the most 
profound and untamed aspects of our being means learning how to love and be loved 
without defenses and without obstructions. It means cultivating the capacity to be 
emotionally present even when we feel exposed or vulnerable; learning to relinquish 
the many strategies we have employed to feel safe and in control; and finding the 
courage to love without guarantees or requirements. Through developing the capacity 
for intimacy in this way, we discover love as an abiding presence in the emotional 
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center of our being, our heart, and from that moment on, we will never again feel 
emotionally disconnected, incomplete, or unloved. 
 
Most of us have defended and protected ourselves for so many years we have lost direct 
access to our hearts; we do not know how to love in an unguarded way. We keep 
waiting for the right circumstances, the right partner, the right moment to be 
vulnerable. We may go on waiting endlessly, missing the very opportunity before us. . . . 
When I read about the moment when Peter, John and James are on the mountaintop 
exposed to the unveiled love and union of Jesus with Moses and Elijah within the cloud 
of unknowing of God’s presence I can imagine how utterly beautiful and how utterly 
overwhelming it must have been.  I can completely understand how they would 
immediately desire to build alters (boxes) to keep that overwhelmingly intimate and 
vulnerable knowing contained.  Face to face with the splendour of Jesus transfigured to 
reveal the true reality of Godself would be mind-blowing to say the least!  In the 
transfiguration, Jesus is revealed to be pure love and light – a fore-shadow of his 
resurrection.   
 
The revelation of the resurrected Christ in whom there is no east or west, no gentile or 
jew, no male or female, no slave or slaveowner is that, in Christ, all of humanity, in all 
of its glory and wretchedness, all of its vulnerability and yearning is manifest and 
accessible to all.  Meditating on a painting of the Transfiguration in Divinity school, I 
experienced an epiphany of the nature of Christ as all of that – Trans in the 
Transfiguration. 
 
I will refer to Jesus with the pronouns they/them because in this revelation, my 
understanding of Jesus, my experience of Jesus is that they can and will live in me in 
all my own particularities, while also living in any other in all their particularities.  For 
it is in all of humanity that our salvation comes.    
 
The mountaintop experience reveals the possibility of true intimacy.  The temptation is 
to try to stay there protected from anything that might remind us of our fears and 
insecurities, but once we understand the true nature of that deep abiding love, we can 
bring it with us wherever we go.   Jesus has ‘set his face to Jerusalem’ and all that 
entails.  By doing so, Jesus has been relieved of any obstacles to being completely and 
fully who God has created Jesus to be.   
 
Despite what we sometimes fear, Psaris and Lyons are clear that true intimacy leads 
to greater freedom to be who we are, not a loss of identity: 
 
Ultimately, intimacy is about the freedom to be ourselves. True emotional freedom 
means no longer needing confirmation, agreement, or validation from another to know 
our basic goodness. Knowing our intrinsic worth, we are able to be present with 
ourselves and our partners, whatever the circumstances. This freedom means no longer 
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being defined by our personal history. It means being who we are essentially, 
unencumbered, and undefended. . . . 
 
And then, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they 
entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my [child], 
my Chosen; listen!"   Jesus is once again alone with them and they stay until the next 
morning when they return to the valley.   
 
When we open our hearts to the wonder of the journey and search through the pain for 
the truth of our experience, we begin to glimpse a new light that will guide us deeper 
into ourselves, below our insecurities and the broken dreams of our lives. There we will 
meet our whole, undamaged, and pristine essential self [or True Self]. In touch with 
this essential self, we can experience powerful levels of intimacy while engaged in the 
most ordinary behaviors. This is the promise of undefended intimacy. This is the 
satisfaction of the longing to love and be loved, directly, immediately, and without 
restriction. 
 
Once we experience this, we can journey into the valleys, walk towards our destiny, 
stand for who we are and for the right of everyone to be who they are without fear, 
trusting that God knows us intimately and loves us unconditionally and calls us to do 
the same with each other.  In this time when war is on the horizon and strife seems to 
be all around us, remember that there is much good in the world and we can, from the 
place of our higher true self that transcends any divide, love one another – our 
neighbour, our enemy, the stranger, the unknown and boldly act for peace! 
 
Hymn: 368 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 
These lyrics were penned by pastor and hymnist Samuel Longfellow, the youngest 
brother of nineteenth-century American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and have 
been set to numerous tunes; this recording uses music by Orlando Gibbons from 1623. 
Thank you to Augustine Kweku Sobeng, the young Ghanaian organist in the video who 
shares this beautiful recording on YouTube. Sobeng has been the principal organist for 
Harmonious Chorale for eight years and has a Masters in Organ Performance from the 
Setnor School of Music, Syracuse University. 
HOLY SPIRIT TRUTH DIVINE || MHB 288 - YouTube 
 
1 Holy Spirit, truth divine, 
 dawn upon this soul of mine. 
 Voice of God and inward light, 
 wake my Spirit, clear my sight. 
 
2 Holy Spirit, love divine, 
 glow within this heart of mine. 
 Kindle every high desire, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imVglBupMBM
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 purify me with your fire. 
 
3 Holy Spirit, power divine, 
 fill and nerve this will of mine. 
 Boldly may I always live, 
 bravely serve, and gladly give. 
 
4 Holy Spirit, law divine, 
 reign within this soul of mine. 
 Be my law, and I shall be 
 firmly bound, forever free. 
 
5 Holy Spirit, peace divine, 
 still this restless heart of mine. 
 Speak to calm this tossing sea, 
 grant me your tranquillity. 
 
6 Holy Spirit, joy divine, 
 gladden now this heart of mine. 
 In the desert ways I sing; 
 spring, O living water, spring! 
 
Stewardship Second: Dance like no one is watching! Give expecting nothing in 
return! 
 
Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Prayers of the People: This week in our regional prayer cycle, we pray for the 
community of Westdale United Church in Hamilton. 
 
Most wonderful God, we thank you for the gift of light. 
For the merry old sun, rising from the East and calling us to a new day. 
For moonlight and starlight, awakening a sense of wonder and serenity. 
  
Thanks for street light, car light, traffic light and home light. 
For the light in the eyes of a loved one coming to meet us. 
For the light of compassion on the faces of counsellors, nurses and pastors. 
  
Thank you for the supreme Light of divine love in the face of Christ Jesus. 
For the radiance of their goodness, grace, truth and self sacrifice. 

https://www.westdaleunited.ca/
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For the glorious light of Easter Day turning despair into celebration. 
For their light in the church, exposing, challenging and guiding. 
Thanks for the moments of their encouraging light in our individual lives 
 
We pray for any of us who are lost to the light;  
any who are caught in the grip of anger or despair, 
who are overcome by illness of any kind, 
of loneliness or alienation. 
 
We pray for any who are experiencing need of any kind  
that their needs may be met and that  
if it is we who can meet them, move us to do so. 
 
We pray for any who are facing the possibility of war or conflict of any kind. 
May your peace that is just and fair come on earth. 
May your grace and wisdom be heard and followed  
by those who have power to turn aside from conflict. 
 
May your blessing be upon all who work for peace 
and restoration, reconciliation and transformation. 
May your light fill us and shine through us  
to light the way for all we meet. 
 
May we always be full of thanksgiving and praise 
in all we do, in the name of Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 242 Let All Things Now Living 
This hymn is performed by the Crystal Family Choir from Dandora Terminus Seventh 
Day Adventist Church in Nairobi, Kenya, as broadcast by 2CBN (2nd Coming 
Broadcasting Network in Kenya). It was written in 1939 by American music teacher and 
composer Katherine Davis, who is probably best known for her Christmas song "Carol 
of the Drum" or "The Little Drummer Boy." 
Let All Things Now Living - YouTube 
 
1 Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
  to God our Creator triumphantly raise; 
 who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
  by guiding us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, pure light goes before us, 
  a pillar of fire shining forth in the night; 
 till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 
  as forward we travel from light into Light. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyKyq2qdx8k
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2 By law God enforces, the stars in their courses 
  and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
  the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
  with glad adoration a song let us raise: 
 till all things now living unite in thanksgiving, 
  to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
Benediction: 
We are children of God, followers of Jesus, the light of the world. 
Through Epiphany, we have been walking in the light of Christ.  
Next week, the light of our faith will guide us as we enter the shadows of Lent. 
May you walk in the light and share that light with all you meet. 
 
Online Postlude: Let the Bright Seraphim (Handel) 
I hope you enjoy this energetic Baroque duet between two incredible American 
professional musicians: operatic soprano Kathleen Battle and versatile trumpeter 
Wynton Marsalis, accompanied by the Orchestra of St Luke's under the direction of 
conductor John Nelson. In 1990, Battle and Marsalis got together in the studio to 
record their album Baroque Duet, finding common ground in 17th- and 18th-century 
music. As Entertainment Weekly reported, "As much as their musical styles 
intersected, their lifestyles often didn't. Like many opera singers, Battle would arrive 
for a morning recording session awake and ready to peel paint off a microphone with 
her voice. Marsalis, having played late in a jazz club, would occasionally have to nap on 
the studio sofa." However, what phenomenal music they produced together! This piece 
is an aria from George Frideric Handel's oratorio Samson, and the lyrics are as follows: 
"Let the bright seraphim in burning row, their loud, uplifted angel trumpets blow. Let 
the cherubic host, in tuneful choirs, touch their immortal harps with golden wires." 
Kathleen Battle & Wynton Marsalis - Baroque Duet - Let the Bright Seraphim - 
YouTube 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional group on Zoom or in person at 9:30-11 am 
 
March 2: Ash Wednesday Service in Kilbride at 4 pm 
 
March 4: Women’s World Day of Prayer Service in Carlisle at 1 pm 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUOTq_xGWpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUOTq_xGWpE
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March 8 – April 5: Zoom Lenten Study each Tuesday at 10 am: Lesser Evils: Daily 
Reflections on Seeking Wisdom, the United Church's new Lenten devotional by Alydia 
Smith.  
 
April 14: Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm at Kilbride 
 
April 15: Good Friday Service at 10 am at Carlisle 
 
April 17: Easter Sunday 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2pm – Rev Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights 
 
May 7:  Carlisle Drive-Thru Chicken Dinner – Stay tuned for details! 

https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils

