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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 
Sunday February 20, 2022 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 
  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting: 
One: God is good 
All: all the time. 
One: All the time 
All: God is good. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere. We affirm Christ’s presence as we 
light this candle. 
 
Acknowledgement of Land and Our Commitment to Truth and 
Reconciliation: 
Long before my people journeyed to this land, Indigenous people were here and they 
received from their Elders an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that 
surrounds us all that was deep, and rich, and to be treasured. When they shared their 
vision, my people did not hear. My people tried to force Indigenous peoples to be like 
us, and, in so doing, we helped to destroy the vision that made them what they were. 
We are in the midst of a long and painful journey as we reflect on the cries that our 
church did not or would not hear, and how we have behaved as a church. As we travel 
this difficult road of repentance, reconciliation, and healing, we commit ourselves to 
work toward ensuring that we will never again use our power as a church to hurt others 
with attitudes of racial and spiritual superiority. 
 
Call to Worship:  
Blessed are those who trust – in God!  
We come in trust, to be grounded in God's love. 
Blessed are those who hope – in God! 
We come in hope, trusting in the One who gives us life. 



2 

 

Blessed are those who delight – in God's Word! 
We come to hear God speak, hoping for healing and joy. 
 
Opening Hymn: MV 21 Open Our Hearts (repeat a number times) 
I hope you enjoy the saxophone and piano introduction to this centering song by the 
Strathdees. If you wish to sing along, the vocals begin at 0:52. 
Open Our Hearts - YouTube 
 
Open our hearts, open our minds.  
Open our lives to you, O loving God 
Open our hearts. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
God of our wonder, 
Heart of creation: 
we are blessed when 
we feast on your Word: 
     that Word which embraces us; 
     that Word which teaches us; 
     that Word which transfigures us; 
     that Word which grounds us. 
Give us your Word this, and every, day. 
Jesus Christ, 
Heart of God's children: 
we are blessed when 
we have your compassion: 
     that heart for the poor; 
         for the hungry; 
         for those who weep; 
         for those left out. 
Give us your heart this, and every, day. 
 
Holy Delight, 
Grace's Heartbeat: 
we bear fruit when 
we overflow with your spirit: 
     that spirit of generosity; 
     that spirit of pouring ourselves out in service; 
     that spirit of bearing another's burden. 
Give us your spirit this, and every, day. 
 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
may our hearts beat as one with your heart, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orxOIsFurSw
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Prayer of Confession: 
     We confess what we are afraid to face, Blessing God, that the seductions of this 
world gnaw away at our hearts. We have more and more to choose from at the market, 
and so we forget those whose only choice is hunger. Our sense that we are your 
favorites causes us to make fun of those we are convinced are not. We are so consumed 
with saving enough for the future, we overlook those who have so little this day. 
     Forgive us, Heartbroken God, for thinking we are the centre of your world. Pour 
your living water into us, so we might send down roots deep into your heart, and so 
become those people who are blessings to others, as we have received the gift of new 
life from Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
Words of Assurance: 
Blessed are you: for God forgives you and restores you to new life. Rejoice in this day 
and dance for joy! 
Thanks be to God! Our faith is true, and our hope is grounded in the 
promises of the One we can trust not only on this day, but in every day to 
come. Amen. 
 
Sung Response: VU 951 Holy, Holy, Holy, My Heart 
I invite you to sing along with Gretchen Smith, Karis Elliott, and Kim Snell from St 
Paul Presbyterian in San Angelo, Texas, as they perform this beautiful response in 
Spanish and then English. 
SANTO SANTO SANTO - YouTube 
 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you!   
My heart is glad to say the words: You are Holy, God! 

 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Luke 6:17-26 
17He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of 
Tyre and Sidon. 18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and 
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were 
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours 
is the kingdom of God. 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22“Blessed are you when people 
hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQpT6OI2ZHA
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of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
 
Young at Heart Time:  

 
 
Hymn: VU 286 If You Will Trust in God to Guide You 
Tutor, poet, librarian, archivist, secretary, registrar, writer, and hymnist, Georg 
Neumark (1621-1681) published "Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten" in 1657 while in 
the employ of Duke Wilhelm II of Sachse-Weimar and while a member and secretary of 
the Fruit-Bearing Society, the primary German literary union of the seventeenth 
century. However, Neumark had composed this "hymn of consolation" sixteen years 
earlier while struggling to find work to sustain himself. This version of the hymn is 
performed by Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York. 
Hymn – If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee - YouTube 
 
1 If you will trust in God to guide you, 
  and hope in God through all your ways, 
 God will give strength, whatever betide you, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xInffLZHZIk
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  and bear you through the evil days. 
 Who trusts in God's unchanging love 
 builds on the rock that will not move. 
 
2 God will embrace your pain and weeping, 
  your helpless anger and distress. 
 If you are in God's care and keeping, 
  in sorrow will God love you less? 
 For Christ, who took for you a cross, 
 will bring you safe through every loss. 
 
3 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving; 
  so do your own part faithfully, 
 and trust God's word; though undeserving, 
  you'll find God's promise true to be. 
 God never will forsake in need 
 the soul that trusts in God indeed. 
 
Scripture: Luke 6:27-38 
27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you 
on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not 
withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do 
to you. 32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope 
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most-High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for 
the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 
Reflection: HEY BIG SPENDER!  By Bruce D. Prewer 
I found this marvelous sermon that I really wanted to share with you.  It 
speaks of God’s abundant love and lifts up that fantastic song Big Spender 
made famous by Shirley Bassey, a bi racial woman born into poverty in 
Wales who overcame great odds to pursue her career.   
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Love your enemies and do good, and lend without expecting any return. Your reward 
will be great for you will be children of the Most-High. For God is kind to the 
ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 
  
Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give and it will be given to you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put in your lap. 
  
Let’s be a bit ridiculous and link those words of Jesus with one of the most renowned 
songs sung by Shirley Bassey: 
  
“So let me get right to the point, 
I don’t pop my cork for every guy I see. 
Hey, big spender, spend.... 
A little time with...me...me...me!” 
  
When Shirley Bassey, in the turbulent 1960’s, made these lyrics famous, I doubt 
whether she thought they would turn up in church. Well, they have.  The words ‘big 
spender” have become a part of common speech; and today I would like to, sort of, 
baptise them? 
  
By ‘big spender” we mean a person who has style and wealth to share; who spends as if 
money grows on trees; who does not know when to stop. A big spender is profligate. 
  
I put this to you: God is the ultimate Big Spender. The God of Jesus is the most 
stylish of all the “real big spenders.” In fact, the God of Jesus makes all other big 
spenders, even the most generous among them, look just pale and distorted reflections. 
Most of the pale ones have ulterior motives. Not our God. God showers abundance 
upon us just for our own happiness. 
  
I don’t 
            pop my cork for every god I see. 
  
But what I find in Christ Jesus, pops my cork bigtime. 
            The minute Christ walked into my life 
            I could see he was a god of distinction, 
            A real big spender. 
  
If you think you know the God of Jesus, yet have not realised how freely and generously 
this Most High One showers upon you unconditional gifts, without measure, then you 
have not met the Christ of the Gospels.  God is pure altruism, white-hot generosity, 
looking for no reward except the enrichment of each person. 
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Love your enemies and do good, and lend without expecting any return. Your reward 
will be great for you will be children of the Most High. For God is kind to the 
ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful 
  
OUR GODLINESS 
  
Many good people aspire for godliness. What is godliness? 
  
Is it keeping yourself apart from the world, free from any possible contamination? 
Is it being ready for every occasion with a quote, chapter and verse from the Bible? 
Is exhibited in those who refuse to own a TV or read a newspaper? 
Is it found in those who can fluently pray extempore in any situation? 
Is it the capacity to stay awake in prayer meetings that run from dusk to dawn? 
Is it abstaining from sex, except for procreation, even in marriage? 
Is it having a perfect attendance record at church, come wind or high water? 
Is it the virtue of those who meticulously tithe from every skerrick of their income? 
  
What is godliness? You could be all of the list I have just given you, yet sadly, you might 
still have missed out on godliness. 
  
What is true godliness? 
Jesus leaves us in no doubt. It is being generous in motive, thought, word and deed; 
like the Most-High God whom he called “Abba.” Godliness is following this “big 
spender” God. Therefore, be sup-generous and… 
            you will be children of the Most-High. For God is kind to the 
ungrateful and the selfish. 
  
A WOMAN AT THE MARKET? 
  
Do you like the skimpy sketch in few words that Jesus goes on to draw? It hints of a 
woman at the market, buying grain for her family. She gets a surprise when the grain 
merchant goes far beyond what is expected from a fair deal. He first does the just thing 
and fills his measuring jar. Then this extraordinary fellow pushes the contents down 
hard, and adds more grain. Even that is not enough. He shakes the jar to make yet 
more room for additional grain. This poor woman does not have a bag in which to carry 
this abundance. She holds out her apron. Into this is poured much more grain than she 
ever expected or deserved. 
            Give and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running      over, will be put in your lap. 
  
This grain merchant is a first century version of “big spender.” He does not stick to the 
strict letter of a bargain, but goes overboard with generosity. 
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What Jesus is on about is not just about how we use our monetary wealth. It is a whole 
lifestyle. It is an generous attitude than wells up from the roots of our being. It is the 
truly generous spirit. 
  
I find myself wanting to repeat the words of Jesus ,  over and over again to myself and 
to you. 
  
Love your enemies and do good, and lend without expecting any return. Your reward 
will be great for you will be children of the Most High. For God is kind to the 
ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful 
  
Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give and it will be given to you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put in your lap. 
  
Please God, is us that generous spirit! 
  
That is the God who comes to seek and save the bewildered and the lost tribes of 
earthlings.  It is the only God with whom you need to have dealings. More than that, it 
is the only God there is in heaven and on earth. 
  
“So let me get right to the point, 
I don’t pop my cork for every god I see. 
Hey, big spender, spend.... 
A little time with...me...me...me!” 
  
AN ITALIAN  PAINTING 
  
Recently I returned to visit the National Gallery, in the elegant, tree-lined, St Kilda 
Road. Melbourne. I had not been back since the major renovations, and the moving of 
the section of Australian art to the new Federation Square. 
  
I was delighted to see how there was now space for many European paintings formerly 
kept in the gallery’s vaults. I came up to a painting by the Italian, Giambatista Pittoni 
(1687-1767). The subject was the “Miracle of the Loaves and the Fishes.” Struck by 
work of art I had not seen before, I sat down on one of those central benches to revel in 
it. 
  
Let me tell you about the painting. In general, the scene is as you would expect from 
such a painting of that period.  There is the big crowd, distant and close ups of the 
colourful common folk. Some disciples carry around large baskets of food. 
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Yet it was neither the people in the crowd nor the disciples, nor even Jesus, who had 
excited me. It was a dog. In a central place. What is more, it looked like a tattered, stray 
dog. 
  
This poor mongrel was having the time of its life. A basket of food had been left aside 
on the ground. The dog was into it. Literally into it. Not just his head and mouth but 
also a front foot. That poor dog was having the time of his life.  To make my excitement 
complete, not a single person was worried about this dog getting at the food. The 
loaves and fishes were so plentiful that if a stray dog wanted some, good for him! 
  
What a wonderful parable in paint! Jesus and his God do not go in for half measures. 
They do not even stop at the point of what is a just and fair measure. This God is 
prodigal in giving gifts. The ultimate big spender. 
  
Who is that poor, stray dog? When I look at the painting it is me. If you won’t take 
offence (for that matter, even if some of you do take offence!), I would like to include 
you; include you in the name of the true God; “God of God light of light.” 
  
            The minute Christ walked into my life 
            I could see he was a god of distinction, 
            A real big spender. 
  
             “So let me get right to the point, 
            I don’t pop my cork for every god I see. 
            Hey, big spender, spend.... 
            A little time with...me...me...me!” 
  
I hasten add words Jesus spoke after his story about a good Samaritan: “Now you go 
and do likewise.” 
  
Godliness? If we give less than what is just, we are a long distance off. If we deal justly 
in all things, we might be one third of the way there. But it is in the other two thirds of 
generous abundance, grace upon grace, that we begin to share the sheer wonder and 
delight that is of God. 
  
And our text for this day: 
  
Love your enemies and do good, and lend without expecting any return. Your reward 
will be great for you will be children of the Most High. For God is kind to the 
ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful 
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Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give and it will be given to you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put in your lap. 
  
Wow! What a life this is! 
 
Hymn: VU 570 Jesus' Hands were Kind Hands 
I couldn't help but select this video featuring the children of Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Jacksonville, North Carolina, who sing the hymn twice. Perhaps you'd like to 
listen the first time and join in singing the second time, as the pianist suggests! 
Jesus' Hands Were Kind Hands - YouTube 
 
1 Jesus' hands were kind hands, doing good to all, 
 healing pain and sickness, blessing children small, 
 washing tired feet, and saving those who fall; 
 Jesus' hands were kind hands, doing good to all. 
 
2 Take my hands, O Jesus, let them work for you, 
 make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do; 
 let me watch you, Jesus, till I'm gentle too, 
 till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you. 
 
Stewardship Second: What did your family teach you about giving and generosity? 
 
Minute for Mission and Service: 

In the last two years, visits to Canadian food banks have climbed 20 percent. 
Today, over 33 percent of foodbank users are children. For families already struggling, 
there’s no relief in sight. Food prices are set to rise another 5 to 7 percent this year. 
Record numbers of families are turning to our Mission & Service partners for support. 
That’s why on February 21—as many provinces celebrate Family Day—Mission & 
Service is launching a special appeal to support Canadian families. Your gift of just $25 
will provide a family of four with a warm, nutritious meal. $50 will support a family 
with two meals. $175 will ensure a family can eat a good, healthy meal every day of the 
week. 

Whether you are celebrating Family Day, Heritage Day, or if it’s just another day, 
let’s make February 21 a day of generosity. If you are able, please make a special gift 
(opens in a new tab) to help families, and make sure your friends know there is an 
opportunity to give. With new variants, rolling school closures, lockdowns, fear, and 
uncertainty, families are more stressed than ever. It doesn’t cost a lot to show we care. 

Above all, let us pray for families: 
O God, bless our families. 
Bless parents who are on edge balancing parenting and work responsibilities. 
Bless those who feel isolated and alone without childcare supports. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sGdZUuisSY
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/70143/donation
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/70143/donation
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Bless parents who are physically and mentally drained. 
Bless those who are unable to find or afford safe housing and stable jobs. 
Bless those giving it their all to approach this time with creativity and compassion. 
Bless children who feel the uncertainty of these days most acutely. 
Bless those living in unsafe home environments. 
Bless young people who are missing friends and gatherings. 
Bless teens who grieve the loss of graduation celebrations, who have delayed further 
education and work opportunities, and who are waiting for driver’s tests. 
Bless families facing financial insecurity, struggling to put food on the table. 
Bless all experiencing anxiety, depression, and other mental health challenges. 
Bless those waiting for vaccinations and tests, worried about staying or recovering well. 
Bless families to express warmth, caring, patience, forgiveness, and love toward one 
another. 
Bless them to know it’s okay to not be okay, and to reach out for support. 
Bless them with the peace and grace of your holy spirit. 
Bless them to know they aren’t alone. 
Amen 
 
Offering: 
Our gifts are the paving stones of God’s kingdom here on earth.   
We give so that, together, we can build the land that  God has planned. 
Thank you for all the ways you give! 
 
Prayers of the People: This week in our regional prayer cycle, we pray for the 
community of Jordan Station United Church. Supply Minister: Rev Lorraine Davis 
For the many who stand in queues feeling demeaned like beggars, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For those on the long waiting list for surgery, or other therapy, in public hospitals, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For children who go to school hungry because parents are unable to provide, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For refugees who are locked in detention camps, waiting for their cases to be processed, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For the job seekers who long for interviews, as they compete for too few vacancies, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
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Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For the mentally ill who, denied adequate medical care, have become lost or homeless, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For the bewildered young who are seeking to be heard through inappropriate ways, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For frail folk who live alone, without neighbours who care whether they are alive or 
dead, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For bruised souls once hurt by religion, and who now do not know where to turn for 
succour, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
For the host of ordinary citizens, who give their best without ever being noticed 
or thanked, 
we pray to the God of hope. 
Loving Spirit, reinforce our prayers with appropriate actions. 
  
God hope, God of justice, God of mercy, disturb the peace of those comfortable people 
whose labour is small and whose burden is light. May each do whatever we can to bring 
others in from the edges of life, that all may find healing for body, mind and 
spirit. Through Christ Jesus, the Prince of hope. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 560 God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness 
At this point in the year, I thought we could all use a little of this type of photography! 
The hymn is performed (and photos taken) by Jackie Bennett. 
God who Gives to Life Its Goodness - YouTube 
 
1 God who gives to life its goodness, 
  God creator of all joy, 
 God who gives to us our freedom, 
  God who blesses tool and toy: 
 teach us now to laugh and praise you, 
  deep within your praises sing, 
 till the whole creation dances 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4KjfArwJ_0


13 

 

  for the goodness of its King. 
 
2 God who fills the earth with beauty, 
  God who binds each friend to friend, 
 God who names us co-creators 
  God who wills that chaos end: 
 grant us now creative spirits, 
  minds responsive to your mind, 
 hearts and wills your rule extending 
  all our acts by Love refined. 
 
Benediction: 
Grounded in God’s love, we are sent out 
to share abundance with those who have so little. 
Blessed with Jesus’ hope, we go forth 
to fill the emptiness of those longing for justice. 
Blessed with the Spirit’s delight, we dance into the world 
to take the hands of our sisters and brothers, 
and gather at the edge of living waters for a picnic. 
 
Online Postlude:  
On September 16, 1965, Duke Ellington's historic first concert in a house of worship 
premiered at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco. A Concert of Sacred Music was 
recorded by KQED, a local public television station, and later that year was recorded at 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York for the official RCA album. This concert 
was part of a larger movement in the 1960s that brought together jazz and religion, and 
it closed with the piece "David Danced before the Lord with All His Might." You will see 
Duke Ellington on piano backed by his band and a choir; the solo vocal is performed by 
Jon Hendricks (get ready for some effortless-sounding scat singing!) and, most 
exciting, tap virtuoso Bernard "Bunny" Briggs dances "with all his might" and without 
cease. It's no wonder he earned the nickname "Bunny"! The entire concert is available 
on YouTube if you are interested. 
Dr. Bunny Briggs "David Danced before the Lord" - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
 
1st and 3rd Thursdays: Devotional group on Zoom at 9:30-11 am 
 
March 2: Ash Wednesday Service at 4 pm 
 
March 4: Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at 1 pm 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVZ9WnUyf9k
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March 8 – April 5: Zoom Lenten Study each Tuesday at 10 am: Lesser Evils: Daily 
Reflections on Seeking Wisdom, the United Church's new Lenten devotional by Alydia 
Smith. Click on the link to purchase. 
 
April 14: Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm at Kilbride 
 
April 15: Good Friday Service at 10 am at Carlisle 
 
April 17: Easter Sunday 
 
April 24, April 30, May 1: The Holy Land: Palestine & Israel at 2pm – Rev Allison 
and Larry Harder share their experiences and insights 

https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?type=product&q=Lesser+Evils

