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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday January 16, 2022 
Service on Zoom at 10:00 am 
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Greeting: 
One: God is good 
All: all the time. 
One: All the time 
All: God is good. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: 
One: We light this candle, honouring the One who said, “I am the Light.” 
We welcome the light. 
 
Settler Acknowledgement of Our Commitment to Truth and Reconciliation 

Long before my people journeyed to this land, Indigenous people were here and 
they received from their Elders an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that 
surrounds us all that was deep, and rich, and to be treasured. When they shared their 
vision, my people did not hear. My people tried to force Indigenous peoples to be like 
us, and, in so doing, we helped to destroy the vision that made them what they were. 
We are in the midst of a long and painful journey as we reflect on the cries that our 
church did not or would not hear, and how we have behaved as a church. As we travel 
this difficult road of repentance, reconciliation, and healing, we commit ourselves to 
work toward ensuring that we will never again use our power as a church to hurt others 
with attitudes of racial and spiritual superiority. 

We pray that all Indigenous people will hear the sincerity of our words today and 
that they will witness the living out of our apology in our actions in the future. 
 
Call to Worship:  
One: In this Epiphany time, we will not keep silent, we will not rest. 
All: Our vindication shines out like the new dawn. 
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One: Light a path for us, O God, that we may move into new relationships. 
All: We have been called by you into new ways of being. 
One: Your torch has been passed to us, in you our light has come. 
All: We are not forsaken; we are not desolate. 
One: In you, O God, we find our delight. 
All: Let glory be on our lips as we delight in your presence. 
One: Inspire us, God, as we offer our worship. 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 96 Will You Come and See the Light 
Thank you to Winfield United Church in Lake Country, BC, for sharing their recording 
of "Will You Come and See the Light," the words of which were composed by Brian 
Wren. In an interview with ReformedWorship.org, Wren reminds us that "a hymn is a 
poem, and a poem is a visual art form. The act of reading a hymn aloud helps to recover 
its poetry and its power to move us – the power of language, image, metaphor, and 
faith-expression." If you prefer not to sing, I invite you to read the lyrics aloud to help 
connect with them as a form of poetry and prayer. 
Will You Come and See the Light VU 96 - YouTube 
 
1 Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 
 It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
  It will be your guiding star, 
  it will show you who you are; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
2 Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
 It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 
  By the pyramids of greed 
  there's a longing to be freed; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
3 Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 
 Though it's shackled out of sight, it is shining well. 
  When the truth is cut and bruised,  
  and the innocent abused, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
4 Will you join the hope, alight in the young girl's eyes, 
 of the mighty put to flight by a baby's cries? 
  When the lowest and the least 
  are the foremost at the feast, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
5 Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiGwEQ5aFaQ
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 In the candle lit at night there's a gleam of dawn, 
  and the darkness all about 
  is too dim to put it out: 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
Opening Prayer: 
With open minds and open hearts, we come before you, God. You have shared 
tremendous news with us: news of the birth of Jesus, news of his baptism, news so 
incredible that it cannot be contained. We bring together all our resources, all that we 
are, all that we have, to share the good news. We are called to be more, we are called to 
be a community of faith, we are called to be the church. Be with us now as we discern 
your calling, as we discern our discipleship. 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Let us gather our hearts and minds and bring them before God in a spirit of confession. 
Let us pray:  
Listening God, when we take the time to see and use and understand the incredible 
gifts you have shared with us, we are in awe. At the same time, we also realize how we 
have misused the gifts of your Spirit. When life is happening so fast, we act and speak 
before we think. We have caused harm by our “off the cuff” remarks. Our actions have 
led to exclusion. Knowingly and unknowingly we have caused harm. Forgive us our 
mistakes, forgive our ignorance, forgive us, forgive…. (silent reflection) 
Words of Assurance 
God watches. God listens to our confessions. God responds out of unconditional love. 
Allow the spirit to embrace you and know that you are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Young at Heart Time: Gifts of the Spirit  1Corinthians 12: 5-11 
 
4 There are various gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of administrations, 
but the same Lord. 6 There are various operations, but it is the same God who operates 
all of them in all people. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to everyone for the common good. 8 To one 
is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of knowledge by the 
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the 
same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
discerning of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 But that one and very same Spirit works all these, 
dividing to each one individually as He will. 
 
A message from a mentor, Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
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             To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
           for the common good. 
                           —1 Corinthians 12.7 
 
What gifts you have—your humor, your patience, 
your love of beauty, your trust— 
are not for you. 
They are for the common good. 
 
Jesus did not turn water into wine for himself. 
 
Your spiritual gifts are whatever ways 
the Spirit moves in you— 
maybe a talent or ability, 
maybe just the way you come at the world. 
Your gifts include what you think of as weakness: 
your ready tears, your slow pace, your silence; 
the world needs those, too. 
 
The community needs your gifts, 
needs all of who you are. 
Not the pretend parts, 
the things you do to fit in 
or to keep people from reacting. 
But the real you, Spirit alive in you 
in all her peculiar ways. 
 
It's not arrogant to share that with the world. 
It's evangelism. 
Trust the God that lives in you. 
 
Deep Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
 
Hymn: VU 506 Take My Life 
If you are feeling in the mood for a little pop music, I hope you enjoy Caleb Grimm (a 
member of Anthem Lights) and Kelsey Grimm, a husband-wife duo known to Christian 
pop listeners as Caleb + Kelsey. Their version of "Take My Life" is loosely based on the 
same tune from Voices United. Fun fact: verse 2 uses a poetic device called "eye 
rhyme," where two words are spelled similarly (as if they should rhyme) but are 
pronounced differently. 
Take My Life | Caleb + Kelsey Cover - YouTube 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRUPJmjo2eE
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1 Take my life, and let it be 
 consecrated, all for thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands, and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet, and let them be 
 swift and purposeful for thee. 
 
3 Take my lips, and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee; 
 take my intellect, and use 
 every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
4 Take my will, and make it thine; 
 it shall be no longer mine; 
 take my heart, it is thine own; 
 it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
5 Take my love: and I will pour 
 at thy feet its treasure store; 
 take myself, and I will be 
 ever, only, all for thee. 
 
Prayer of Illumination: Let us hear and ponder – and wonder – and take it in – the 
mystery and the promise, the challenge and the hope that all lie here within the words 
of our Faith Stories. Amen. 
    
Scripture: Psalm 36:5-10 
5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
    your faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
    your judgments are like the great deep; 
    you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 
7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
    All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
8 They feast on the abundance of your house, 
    and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9 For with you is the fountain of life; 
    in your light we see light. 
10 O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
    and your salvation to the upright of heart! 
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Sung Response: VU 951 Holy, Holy, Holy, My Heart 
I invite you to sing along with Gretchen Smith, Karis Elliott, and Kim Snell from St 
Paul Presbyterian in San Angelo, Texas, as they perform this beautiful response in 
Spanish and then English. 
SANTO SANTO SANTO - YouTube 
 
Holy, holy, holy, My heart, my heart adores you!   
My heart is glad to say the words: You are Holy, God! 
 
Scripture: John 2: 1-11 
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine 
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six 
stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So, they 
took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed 
his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 
Reflection: Let It Run 
Flip Wilson was a comedian who had a very popular variety show on television in the 
1970s. He developed several characters for the show, including Reverend Leroy, the 
minister of “The Church of What’s Happening Now.” During one skit, Reverend Leroy 
was trying to energize the people and create some enthusiasm in the congregation. So, 
in his sermon, he hit the pulpit and he said, “If this church is going to get anywhere, it 
has to learn to crawl.” The congregation sat up and took notice and replied, “Let it 
crawl, Rev! Let it crawl!” Then he said, “And after it learns to crawl, it has to learn to 
walk.” And the people, getting a little excited, said rather loudly, “Let it walk, Rev! Let it 
walk!” Then he got excited, and waving his hands in the air, he said, “After this church 
learns to walk, it has to learn to run!” By now, several members of the congregation 
were on their feet, yelling, “Let it run, Rev! Let it run!” And then, almost dancing, he 
said, “If this church is going to run, it’s going to take money!” And the people standing 
fell to their seats and said very softly, “Let it crawl, Rev! Let it crawl!” 
 
They have no wine, Mary tells Jesus. Is it Mary’s responsibility, or does she just want to 
help? And then, what’s with Jesus’ cryptic answer, “Woman, what concern is that to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQpT6OI2ZHA
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you and to me?” It’s as though he’s saying, “It’s none of our business.” Who talks to 
their mother that way? If I were to address my mother as “Woman” in this way, I’d 
need healing shortly thereafter, because that kind of disrespect would not be tolerated. 
This is a conversation that really needs facial expression. So, Jesus looks at his mother 
and what did he look like? Mad? Stern? I can picture Mary with her hand in the air, 
palm toward Jesus as if saying, “Talk to the hand,” while she says to the steward, “Do 
whatever he says!” Was it the little push by someone who knew Jesus better than 
anyone else? Was Jesus prepared to let things crawl along? Do we have Mary to thank 
for the best wine? Was it Mary’s push that got Jesus walking? His ministry had to start 
somewhere, so why not here, with a feast where there is joy and happiness and 
laughter, where people are enjoying each other’s company?  
 
James Dabbs remembers what life was like growing up in South Carolina, where he 
describes religion as the opposite of life. “Religion was a day and a place; religion was 
Sunday and the church; almost everything else was life. Religion was a curious, quiet, 
and inconsequential moment in the vital existence of a country boy. It came around 
every week, but it didn’t seem to have much to do with the rest of life, that is, with life.”  
        (James Dabbs, The Road Home, Philadelphia: Christian Press, 1960)  
Jesus’ ministry was about life, about a God who puts joy into life, a God who revels in 
celebration, a God who never wants that celebration to end. It was never intended to be 
a once-a-week thing. It was always meant to be an everyday thing.  
 
Jewish weddings in Jesus’ time were steeped in tradition and ritual. One of the customs 
was providing an extravagant feast for guests. Something went wrong at this wedding, 
however, because they ran out of wine early. In that culture, such a miscalculation 
would have been a great humiliation for the new husband and wife. There are those 
that interpret the lack of wine as symbolising the spiritual dryness of the people. Wine 
was a common symbol of God’s bounty and of spiritual joy. Not only did Jesus produce 
a large quantity of wine, but the quality of it astonished the banquet master. In the 
same way, Jesus pours his Spirit into us in abundance, giving us God's best. “Let it run, 
Reverend! Let it run!” 
 
At times we have forgotten the miracle of Cana. In St. John’s, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Stella Burry Community Service (or just Stella’s Circle) seeks, on a daily 
basis, to celebrate life. The people there re-enact the miracle at Cana every day. Their 
mission: “Transforming lives through real homes, real work, and real help.” Their 
vision: “A home, a job, a community.” Stella’s Circle turns water into wine every day by 
identifying five core values that support their vision and mission and shape the culture 
of the organization. Each celebrates life: respect, wisdom, connectedness, innovation, 
and courage. Finding good housing that is secure and safe, shelter from abuse, 
counselling services, addiction services, on-the-job training, resume writing, and the 
inclusion choir. Jesus pours his Spirit into us in abundance, giving us God’s best. “Let it 
run, Reverend! Let it run!” 
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Nearly two years ago, COVID-19 sparked a global pandemic as borders closed, as 
families became quarantined, as the world was asked to isolate. A virus knows no 
boundary. It doesn’t care if you are rich or poor. COVID-19 showed no bias, prejudice, 
or discrimination as it ravaged our world, killing over five and half million. It would 
have been easy to let things crawl along—to retreat to our homes, close the doors, shut 
out the world, and look after our own. That would have been forgetting Cana. That 
would have been the world saying we have run out of wine. 
 
Instead, that same virus showed what the global village is capable of. When churches 
closed and the economy was in a tailspin, people reached out to their neighbours from 
balcony to balcony, porch to porch, backyard to backyard. There was concern about the 
church’s programs and ministries, food banks, hot meals, and shelters and concern 
across the country from places like Stella’s Circle in St. John’s to First United Church 
Community Ministry Society in Vancouver. Amazingly, at the same time as people were 
being laid off or losing their jobs, many programs continued to be funded. The 
buildings closed, but church did not stop.  
 
Generosity abounded! The Internet and platforms like Zoom and Microsoft Teams and 
FaceTime and YouTube made sure we didn't run out of wine. Even during the tragedy 
and shared grief, we didn’t forget Cana. Think about our stories here in our church and 
community where people have stepped up and reached out to neighbours, healthcare 
workers, teachers, our migrant workers, the foodbank, and Wesley to name only some. 
Generosity still abounds. We haven’t forgotten Cana, and so we need to be celebrating 
constantly.  
 
At Cana, they kept the best wine for last, and for us, the best is yet to come. The same 
God who was with Jesus in Cana wants to generously continue the feast. The 
community of faith is to be a celebration of people. We need to be always celebrating 
people—sharing around a common table, offering signs of affirmation, giving thanks to 
God. Sharing our energies, our excitement, our joy, and yes, our money. Because if this 
church is going to run, it’s going to take money.  
And the people said… “Let it run Reverend! Let it run!” (We hope.) 
 
After all, our energy, our excitement, our joy, all flow from our God.  
Jesus’ mother was not content to let things crawl. She told Jesus to do something about 
the lack of wine. Jesus was not content to let things walk. He turned water into wine, 
and it was a lot of wine, an abundance of wine. It was a sign of what Jesus’ ministry 
would be about: a helping ministry, a healing ministry, a teaching ministry. It is also a 
sign of what our ministry is about: to invite the world to pull up a chair, to generously 
toast the overflowing abundance of God’s love. 
And the people said, “Let it run, Reverend! Let it run!” 
Amen. 

https://www.united-church.ca/search/locator/all/18041
https://www.united-church.ca/search/locator/all/18041
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Hymn: VU 518 As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought 
Thank you to Robert Cross, soloist in this recording from St Columbia's Episcopal 
Church in Washington, DC. The lyrics are set to FOREST GREEN, an English folk tune 
that was turned into a hymn tune by Ralph Vaughn Williams when he used it as a 
setting for "O Little Town of Bethlehem." 
As those of old their first fruits brought, Hymn 705 featuring Robert Cropp - YouTube 
 
1 As those of old their first-fruits brought 
 of vineyard, flock, and field 
 to God, the giver of all good, 
 the source of bounteous yield; 
  so we today our first-fruits bring: 
  the wealth of this good land, 
  of farm and market, shop and home, 
  of mind and heart and hand. 
 
2 A world in need now summons us 
 to labour, love, and give, 
 to make our life an offering 
 to God, that all may live. 
  The church of Christ is calling us 
  to make the dream come true: 
  a world redeemed, by Christ-like love, 
  all life in Christ made new. 
 
3 With gratitude and humble trust 
 we bring our best to you, 
 not just to serve your cause, but share 
 your love with neighbours too. 
  O God, who gave yourself to us 
  in Jesus Christ, your son, 
  help us to give ourselves each day 
  until life's work is done. 
   
Stewardship Second:   Good news!  The party is started!  
                                                The kingdom is near!  We have gifts to share! 
 
Offering: 
As we consider our gifts of the spirit, let us take time to remember the gift of hospital 
chaplaincy. Our chaplains offer much needed pastoral care in times of family crisis and 
urgent medical needs. Patients, family, nurses, doctors, and staff are offered a listening 
ear and a prayer. Where families cannot be together on a daily basis due to distance, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzhT3hgwmhY
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our chaplains provide much-needed support. Let us consider the gift of chaplaincy as 
we offer ourselves and our resources. Oh God, we give you thanks for our community of 
faith and we give in gratitude for your watchful presence with us throughout the years. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
We dedicate ourselves, our time and talents, our energies and money, to sharing the 
good news of God’s abundant and generous love. Help us use all that we are and all that 
we have to ensure that this story is shared: a story of love and support, prayer and 
worship, a story of seeing our gifts turned into much needed resources through the 
mission and ministry of the church. Bless each gift and each giver. In your Holy name, 
we pray. Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People: 
Wondrous God, who continues to share with us the gifts of the spirit, help us to accept 
these gifts and use them in your kingdom. Where wisdom is offered, enable us to hear 
it. Your wisdom is sometimes discerned through unexpected people and in unexpected 
places. Let wisdom speak on behalf of those struggling to find a voice or where their 
voices have been stifled in a cacophony of political jargon and rhetoric. Let wisdom 
burst forth shouting your truth in a chaotic world. 
                     “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  
May the gift of knowledge continue to guide us as we move through our days. Let it 
inform and challenge us to discover a new approach to food for God’s people. May 
foodstuffs move from being hoarded by a few to being shared equally, that “have not” 
peoples and families in our own communities be offered nourishment for their bodies 
and nourishment for their spiritual lives, without regard to faith or denomination. Let 
knowledge be shared through advocacy. Help us confront barriers that hurt and 
oppress, that everyone may receive a living wage, enabling a sense of dignity and pride.  
                     “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  
With the coronavirus pandemic still in our thoughts, we offer prayers for the gift of 
healing, O God. May those trained in a wide variety of specialties use their skills to heal 
where possible, to offer hope where needed, to offer peace freely, to offer comfort for 
the dying. We offer thanks for those donations that have enabled safe needle exchange 
sites and medical attention given at street level for those who find themselves 
homeless. May healing of the mind be as important as healing of the body. Thank you, 
God, that we continue to learn, to research to develop new ways of offering healing.  
                    “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  
We pray for the gift of prophecy, God. Listening to Jeremiah, Ruth, Micah, we learn of 
you, O God. We learn about your commitment to humanity. We learn of your 
unconditional love, freely offered to all. Through the prophetic words of Jesus, we hear 
about the kind of community that you call us to make. Help us, God, to find our own 
prophetic voices. Empower us to speak out when we see injustice, when we witness 
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oppression, where inequality continues. Guide us, God, as we use our voices to share 
your story in our time and context. Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 697 O For a World Where Everyone 
I invite you to sing out with the Grosse Pointe Memorial Church (Michigan) Virtual 
Choir, accompanied by Music Director and organist James Biery. Hope you enjoy the 
soaring descant in the final verse! 
O For a World - YouTube 
 
1 O for a world where everyone 
 respects each other's ways, 
 where love is lived and all is done 
 with justice and with praise. 
 
2 O for a world where goods are shared 
 and misery relieved, 
 where truth is spoken, children spared, 
 equality achieved. 
 
3 We welcome one world family 
 and struggle with each choice 
 that opens us to unity 
 and gives our vision voice. 
 
4 The poor are rich, the weak are strong, 
 the foolish ones are wise. 
 Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, 
 who perishes will rise. 
 
5 O for a world preparing for 
 God's glorious reign of peace, 
 where time and tears will be no more, 
 and all but love will cease. 
 
Benediction: VU 349 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OJanH5zQdw


12 

 

 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Online Postlude: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
James Biery (pianist) and Gross Pointe choir members Diane Schoff and Carol 
Ambrogio Wood make a reappearance in this video as they perform a wonderful 
classically-inflected jazz version of a spiritual arranged by Lloyd Larson. I love how 
much these musicians feel and subsequently convey the sheer power of this hymn. 
Bravo! Bravo! 
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying - YouTube 
 

Announcements 
 
Sunday Zoom Coffee Time – Every Sunday at 11 am, following our Zoom service, join 
our Zoom coffee time (same link as service). 
 
Devotional group – We are moving to Zoom for our meetings on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xLAJHVG6ME

