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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday Dec. 19, 2021 
Advent Four: Love 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell: 905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office: 905-689-8630

 
Announcements 
 
Opening Hymn: VU17  O Ancient Love 
I invite you to sing along with members of Peninsula United Church (Surrey, BC) as 
they perform Michael Joncas' 1994 composition. Have you ever noticed the homonymic 
wordplay on "born" and "borne"? The hymn asks that "living Love" be both created and 
carried in our hearts. 
O ANCIENT LOVE VU 17 - YouTube 
 
1 O ancient love, processing through the ages; 
 O hidden love, revealed in human form; 
 O promised love, the dream of seers and sages: 
  O living Love, within our hearts be born, 
  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 
 
2 O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger; 
 O lowly love, that knows the mighty's scorn; 
 O hungry love, that lay within a manger:   

O living Love, within our hearts be born, 
  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 
 
3 O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow; 
 O tender love, that comforts those forlorn; 
 O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow:   

O living Love, within our hearts be born, 
  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 
 
4 O suffering love, that bears our human weakness; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=342w5y80Tbo
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 O boundless love, that rises with the morn; 
 O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness:   

O living Love, within our hearts be born, 
  O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 
 
Call to Worship: 
One: O Love that shows itself in so many ways  
     All: We gather in the shelter of your wings 
One: Seeking, finding, giving, receiving 
     All: We are each an expression of your love 
One: Give us the grace to open our hearts 
      All: so you may be born in us this day. Amen 
 
Hymn: VU 6  A Candle is Burning  v.1, 2, 3, 4 
Each Sunday in Advent, Steve Johnson adds an additional tune to his arrangement. 
A Candle Is Burning Advent 4 - YouTube 
 
1  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  
 a candle of hope in December's dark night. 
 While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,  
 our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh.  
 
2  A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  
 a candle to signal that conflict must cease:  
 for Jesus is coming to show us the way;  
 a message of peace humbly laid in the hay.  
 
3  A candle is burning, a candle of joy,  
 a candle to welcome brave Mary's new boy. 
 Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow  
 as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow. 
 
4  A candle is burning, a candle of love,  
 a candle to point us to heaven above.  
 A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth,  
 for Jesus is bringing God's love to our earth. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle: Week 4: Love 
                  (light 1st and 2nd purple candle and pink candle) 
 
Voice 1:   
Well, it’s 5 days until Christmas, and this is the payoff 
the end of the year and we’re into the playoffs! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Is7DS_QBPBg
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For this is the Sunday when LOVE is the theme! 
So what do you make of it? What is your dream? 
 
Voice 2: 
I know about love, I know all about it, 
the singers all sing it, the shouters all shout it. 
Everyone’s shopping, wanting to try it, 
everyone’s hopping to find it and buy it. 
Just buy the right presents, just drive the right cars 
and love will be yours. It’s right in the stars. 
 
Voice 1: 
I think that’s a problem, I think that’s a song. 
If that is the story, you heard it all wrong. 
It’s not about money, it’s not about shopping, 
it’s not about buying, it’s not about hopping. 
Don’t have to be pretty, don’t have to be clever, 
don’t have to be anything different whatever, 
to love everybody, both neighbour and stranger,  
this is the gift of the Child in the manger. 
 
Voice 2: 
That sounds really cool, I think that I get it. 
Let’s light a candle so we don’t forget it. 
(the third purple candle is lit) 
 
Advent Song: tune: Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
 
Oh, with hearts open wide, 
With hands open too 
Living God’s love, each and every day through — 
Jesus people, walking Christ’s way. 
 
Opportunities here, 
Opportunities there, 
Using our talents, God’s gift we will share — 
Jesus people, walking Christ’s way. 
 
This Advent flame is burning, 
To brighten day and night, 
Invites us to discipleship — 
To shine out the Christ light! 
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Oh, with hearts open wide, 
With hands open too 
Living God’s love each and every day through — 
Jesus people, walking Christ’s way! 
 
Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance  
 
Young at Heart:  The Littlest Angel    
 
Hymn: VU 31  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
Sing along with choristers from The Riverside Church in New York accompanied by 
organist Christopher Judd. Although the choir looks rather sparse due to social 
distancing during the pandemic, this church normally boasts five choirs (including a 
handbell choir), four organs, and a carillon! 
Hymn 11 - O Lord, How Shall I Meet You | December 13, 2020 - YouTube 
 
1 O Lord, how shall I meet you,  
  how welcome you aright? 
 Your people long to greet you, 
  my hope, my heart's delight! 
 O kindle, then, most holy, 
  a lamp within my breast, 
 to do in spirit lowly 
  all that may please you best. 
 
2 Love caused your incarnation,  
  love brought you here to me; 
 your thirst for my salvation 
  procured my liberty. 
 O love beyond all telling, 
  that led you to embrace 
 in love all loves excelling 
  our lost and fallen race. 
 
3 A glorious crown you give me, 
  a treasure safe on high, 
 that will not fail nor leave me 
  as earthly riches fly. 
 My heart shall bloom forever 
  for you with praises new, 
 and from your name shall never 
  withhold the honour due. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybbdV_m5r1o
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Prayer of Illumination: 
Speak to us, Lord. 
Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 
the hoping, the rejoicing. 
Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 
and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:39-56  The Message 
Blessed Among Women 
39-45 Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the hill 
country, straight to Zachariah’s house, and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb leaped. She was filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
sang out exuberantly, 
 
You’re so blessed among women, 
    and the babe in your womb, also blessed! 
And why am I so blessed that 
    the mother of my Lord visits me? 
The moment the sound of your 
    greeting entered my ears, 
The babe in my womb 
    skipped like a lamb for sheer joy. 
Blessed woman, who believed what God said, 
    believed every word would come true! 
 
46-55 And Mary said, 
I’m bursting with God-news; 
    I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. 
God took one good look at me, and look what happened— 
    I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! 
What God has done for me will never be forgotten, 
    the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. 
His mercy flows in wave after wave 
    on those who are in awe before him. 
He bared his arm and showed his strength, 
    scattered the bluffing braggarts. 
He knocked tyrants off their high horses, 
    pulled victims out of the mud. 
The starving poor sat down to a banquet; 
    the callous rich were left out in the cold. 
He embraced his chosen child, Israel; 
    he remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high. 
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It’s exactly what he promised, 
    beginning with Abraham and right up to now. 
 
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months and then went back to her own home. 
 

 
Reflection    
 
Hymn: VU 45  Joy is Now in Every Place 
Raise up your voice and join Strathroy United as they perform this joyful hymn 
accompanied by flute and a particularly exuberant piano! 
Hymn 45 Joy is Now in Every Place - YouTube 
 
1 Joy is now in every place, 
 Christmas lightens every face; 
 now be with us, in your grace, 
  O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 
 
2 May the star that shone that night, 
 making your poor stable bright, 
 fill our hearts with love and light,  R 
  
3 Through the New Year let it stay, 
 leading us upon your way, 
 making Christmas every day,  R 
 
4 Now and ever may we find 
 your good news to fill our mind: 
 peace and love to humankind,  R  
 
Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
Oh God, we give you thanks for our community of faith and we give in gratitude for 
your watchful presence with us throughout the years. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People: In Search of Our Kneeling Places  by Ann Weems 
 

Loving God, you fill all things with a fullness and hope that we can never comprehend. 
Thank you for leading us into a time where more of reality is being unveiled for us all to 
see. We pray that you will take away our natural temptation for cynicism, denial, fear 
and despair. Help us have the courage to awaken to greater truth, greater humility, and 
greater care for one another. May we place our hope in what matters and what lasts, 
trusting in your eternal presence and love. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing 
of our suffering world. Please add your own intentions . . . Knowing, good God, you are 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Toy6B7qwhVI
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hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in all the holy names of 
God. Amen 
 
Hymn: VU 44  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
My introduction to the highly acclaimed Canadian artist Anne Murray was through her 
1977 children's album There's a Hippo in My Tub, which I listened to so much I can 
probably still sing parts from memory. Murray's cover of the classic carol "It Came 
Upon the Midnight Clear" is from one of her 8 Christmas albums… which were 
published amongst a whopping 31 studio albums and other compilations and singles. 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear - Anne Murray (Lyrics) - YouTube 
 
1 It came upon the midnight clear,  
  that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
  to touch their harps of gold, 
 'Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
  from heaven's all-gracious King!' 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
  to hear the angels sing. 
 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
  with peaceful wings unfurled; 
 and still their heavenly music floats  
  o'er all the weary world; 
 above its sad and lowly plains 
  they bend on hovering wing, 
 and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
  the blessed angels sing. 
 
3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
  the world has suffered long; 
 beneath the angel strain have rolled 
  two thousand years of wrong; 
 and warring humankind hears not 
  the love song which they bring. 
 O hush the noise, and cease your strife, 
  to hear the angels sing. 
 
4 For, lo! the days are hastening on, 
  by prophets seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years 
  shall come the time foretold, 
 when peace shall over all the earth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G71jGY6q8QY
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  its ancient splendours fling, 
 and the whole world send back the song 
  which now the angels sing. 
 
Benediction  
 
Online Postlude: Love Came Down at Christmas 
This hauntingly lovely piece was crafted by two women born 125 years apart: the 
Victorian poet Christina Rossetti, who also wrote last week's lyrics for "In the Bleak 
Midwinter," and Canadian choral composer Eleanor Daley, who has been the Director 
of Music at Fairlawn Avenue United in Toronto since 1982. In this video, The Gesualdo 
Six, an award-winning British vocal ensemble, performs at St James Church Sussex 
Gardens in London. 
Love came down at Christmas (Eleanor Daley) - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
   
Bethlehem Experience: Today 2-4 pm. There are still spaces available. 
 
Christmas Eve Services:   
4:30 pm Family Service at Carlisle; 6:30 pm at Kilbride; 10 pm Candlelight at Carlisle. 
* Must register to attend Carlisle services, forms on the website or call the office 905-
689-8630 * 
 
Dec 26 Service: Joint Service at 10 am at Carlisle United. 
 
Jan 2 Service: Joint Service at 10 am at Carlisle United. 
 
Sunday Zoom Coffee Time: Every Sun at 1 pm. Link in the Events Calendar on the 
webpage. 
 
Men’s Coffee Time: Meet each Wed at 10 am in the parlour at Carlisle. * Not meeting 
on December 22 * 
 
UCW: Meet each Wed at 9:30 in the Gathering Room. * Not meeting until after 
Christmas * 
 
Devotional group: Meet 1st and 3rd Thurs of each month at 9:30 at Carlisle. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiEv-hQWZuo

