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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday Dec. 5, 2021 
Advent Two/Communion 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
Opening Hymn: VU 28  Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness 
Thanks to Music Director Heather Jordan for sharing her energetic rendition on the 
YouTube channel of St George-in-the-Pines and St Michael Anglican Churches (Banff 
and Canmore, AB). 
Herald Sound the Note of Judgement - Heather Jordan - YouTube 
 
1 Herald! Sound the note of gladness! 
 Tell the news that Christ is here; 
 make a pathway through the desert 
 for the one who brings God near. 
  Sound the trumpet! 
  Tell the message! 
  Christ the Saving One has come! 
 
2 Herald! Sound the note of judgement, 
 warning us of right and wrong, 
 turning us from sin and sadness, 
 till once more we sing the song.   
  Sound the trumpet! 
  Tell the message! 
  Christ the Saving One has come! 
 
3 Herald! Sound the note of pardon! 
 Those repenting are forgiven; 
 God receives these wayward children, 
 and to all new life is given. 
  Sound the trumpet! 
  Tell the message! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iF6XLQPljUQ
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  Christ the Saving One has come! 
 
4 Herald! Sound the note of triumph! 
 Christ has come to share our life, 
 bringing God's own love and power, 
 granting victory in our strife.   
  Sound the trumpet! 
  Tell the message! 
  Christ the Saving One has come! 
  
Call to Worship: an Advent prayer by the Rev. Won Hur 
One: God of Peace, 
     All: It is so hard to find peace, 
in our hearts, in our communities, and in our world. 
     All: We ache for it. 
We know this is not how you would want us to be. 
     All: May your will be done. May your peace prevail. 
May our longing for peace lead us on a new journey 
to your sacred peace as we worship today. Amen. 
 
Hymn: VU 6  A Candle is Burning  v.1 & 2 
Steve Johnson at Bethany Presbyterian Church (Tacoma, WA) continues his Advent 
offering by posting these verses, sung to an alternate tune for "Away in a Manger." 
A Candle Is Burning Advent 2 - YouTube 
 
1  A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  
 a candle of hope in December's dark night. 
 While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,  
 our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh.  
 
2  A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  
 a candle to signal that conflict must cease:  
 for Jesus is coming to show us the way;  
 a message of peace humbly laid in the hay.  
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle: Week 2: Peace 

(light 1st purple candle) 
 
Voice 1: 
So this is the season, so Advent is here, 
We’re all getting ready, the message is clear! 
The gifts we’re all making, the cakes we’re all baking 
There’s no use in faking, the season is here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKKNICuFRmo


3 

 

 
Voice 2:   
Now wait just a minute, there’s no need to shout, 
Are you sure that’s what Christmas is really about? 
So what about peace, and what about joy,  
And what about welcoming Mary’s new boy? 
 
Voice 1:   
Let’s stop all our rushing and think about PEACE,  
And two thousand years hoping conflicts will cease. 
The noise all around us is all about war,  
And killing and bombing, as bad as before. 
So tell me, please tell me, I hope you are able 
Just what is the message that comes from the stable? 
 
Voice 2:   
You first must be quiet, before you can hear  
The sound of the picture, the folks gathered here, 
The shepherds and wise men, the dog and the cat, 
The mouse in the corner, the donkey and rat. 
Forgetting their differences, forgetting their wrongs,  
All quiet together, all getting along.   
All hearing the angels, all hearing their song.   
For peaceful means loving, and this is the thing: 
You have to be quiet to hear angels sing. 
 
Voice 1:   
So let’s light a candle, a flickering thing,  
To remind us to listen: for the angels still sing. 

(the 2nd purple candle is lit) 
 
Advent Song: tune: White Christmas (composer: Irving Berlin) 
Words written by Richard Bott, Dunbar Heights U.C. Vancouver 

 
I’m dreaming of a bright Christmas, 
With every Advent flame that lights,  
When our lives turn softly toward the godly,  
And we hear angels in the night. 
 
I’m dreaming of a bright Christmas 
that will remind us of the Child. 
Newborn to a mother so mild, 
One on whom God's precious love has smiled. 
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Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance:  
In this Advent time of waiting, may we be still and let go of expectations that prevent us 
from experiencing the wonder and grace of your coming. May we let go of the burdens 
we carry and open our hearts to the hope of God with us, Emmanuel. May we make 
room for you to enter. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Illumination:  
Speak to us, Lord. 
Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, 
the hoping, the rejoicing. 
Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 
and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Luke 1: 24-38 
 24After those days, Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. 
She said, 25“This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and 
took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.” 26In the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary 
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Reflection 
 
Hymn: VU 16  Mary, Woman of the Promise 
Thank you to Donna Kormilo from the United Church in Meadowood (Winnipeg) for 
performing the first four verses of this Advent hymn. The text was composed by Mary 
Frances Fleischaker, a pianist and Professor of Theology at Barry University, and it 
received an award from the Hymn Society of America in 1989. 
Voices United 16: Mary Woman of the Promise - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9g8FD5ECWw
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1 Mary, woman of the promise, 
 bearer of your people's dreams, 
 through your open, willing spirit 
 waters of God's goodness streamed. 
 
2 Mary, song of holy wisdom, 
 sung before the world began, 
 faithful to the Word within, you 
 carried out God's wondrous plan. 
 
3 Mary, morning star of justice, 
 mirror of the Radiant Light, 
 in the shadows of life's journey, 
 be a beacon for our sight. 
 
4 Mary, model of compassion, 
 wounded by your offspring's pain, 
 when our hearts are torn by sorrow, 
 teach us how to love again. 
 
5 Mary, woman of the Gospel, 
 precious home for treasured seed, 
 help us to be true disciples, 
 bearing fruit in word and deed. 
 
Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
Oh God, we give you thanks for our community of faith and we give in gratitude for 
your watchful presence with us throughout the years. Amen. 
 
Holy Communion: 
Written by Alydia Smith, Program Coordinator, Worship, Music, and Spirituality, G. C. Office 

 
As we come to this table, 
we are reminded that this is the table of Jesus Christ, 
a banquet prepared for everyone. 
All who seek to be nourished and sustained 
in the journey of faith, 
all who seek wholeness and compassionate paths to peace and justice, 
are welcome here. 
 
One: God be with you. 
     All: And also with you. 
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One: Lift up your hearts. 
     All: We lift our hearts in prayer. 
One: Let us give thanks to God. 
     All: It is good to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Let us pray: 
(The following prayer was inspired by “Blessed are you, gracious God…” by William Kervin and 
Lillian Perigoe in Celebrate God’s Presence, page 276. Used with permission.) 
 

Blessed are you, Breath of peace, 
Giver of all life, 
Source of love that knows no boundaries. 
Your song of wisdom rang out before the world began; 
throughout the ages, your song of liberation  
has impregnated us with your hope for a world where: 
those considered last and least are first and most; 
violence is overcome by the power of your ancient love; and, 
all siblings work together for peace. 
 
You bring our longings to birth, 
   and send prophets to awaken us 
   to your approaching Advent among us. 
We thank you for those who, like Mary, 
   have the strength and courage 
   to give birth to your love in the world; 
for those who, like the shepherds, 
  dare to seek out the Child of Bethlehem; 
  for those who, like the wise ones, 
  actively challenge violent and oppressive powers. 
 
We praise you that your everlasting light is shown to us 

in womb and tomb, 
in cradle and cross, 
in tenderness and compassion. 

We join in the Advent prayer of all your people, 
“O come, Emmanuel.” 

And, as we wait and watch for your coming among us, 
we proclaim your goodness. 
 
Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – alternate words by Juanita L. Austin,  
November 2017, "Cup of Wine and a Piece of Bread," used with permission 

If you wish to try singing these alternate lyrics, might I recommend using one of these 
links as instrumental accompaniment? The first features harpist Anne Crosby Gaudet 



7 

 

and the second two cellos from the Current Worship Collective. Both perform only two 
verses, so be prepared to hit the replay button for that third verse. 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel CHRISTMAS HARP Anne Crosby Gaudet - YouTube 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Instrumental Two Cellos) - Current Worship Collective - 
YouTube 
 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel  
refresh us at your life-giving well.  
All people long to feel your grace.  
Pour out your Spirit on every place.  

Rejoice, rejoice,  
Emmanuel, shall come to thee  
wherever you may dwell.  

 
2. O come to us, our Everlasting Home.  
Your people lost and broken, roam,  
and seek a place of welcome and peace.  
From war and violence, may they know release.  

Rejoice, rejoice,  
Emmanuel, shall come to thee  
wherever you may dwell.   

 
3. O come, Beloved, hear your peoples’ plea – 
the wounded soul, the homeless refugee.  
May “Welcome” be our own heart’s call,  
‘till there be room and justice for us all.  

Rejoice, rejoice,  
Emmanuel, shall come to thee  
wherever you may dwell.  

 
At this time, we also remember 
all with whom you would have us share your feast. 
We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain… 
all who are ill or alone… 
all who are close to our hearts… 
all our sisters who live with fear, oppression, or hunger… 
all whose lives have been blighted by violence, racism, or poverty… 
for all whom the world counts as last and least. 
 
We pray for the church and its many ministries, 
for nations as they strive for peace and justice, 
for an end to violence against women. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25Bq34rqfmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBd5gabf454
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBd5gabf454
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God of hope, make this bread the means of our rebuilding, 
this wine the medium of our transformation, 
this table the foundation of our renewal, 
and this community the place of our rebirth. Amen. 
 
At this time, we remember Jesus, 
Who on the night before he died, 
took a loaf of bread, gave you thanks, broke it, and said, 

“Take and eat; whenever you do this, remember me.” 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, saying, 

“This is the new covenant; remember me.” 
 

Gracious God, Breath of peace, 
Source of love, 
we pray for your Spirit, 

Make us, while many, one. 
Make us, though broken, whole. 
Make us, despite death, alive. 

And so we pray: 
           Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
And so we join with our siblings around the world in the prayer of Jesus: 
 Our Father and Mother, 
     Who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
          on earth as it is in heaven 
     Give us this day, our daily bread 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
 and deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen 
 
The body of Christ, 

the Bread of life. 
The lifeblood of Christ, 

the cup of blessing. 
Let us eat and drink together 
for our strengthening in the faith, 
and for the sake of the world. 
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Fraction and Distribution 
 
Prayer After Communion: 
We thank you, God, 
for breaking into our world 
and pouring into our lives and our experiences. 
We thank you, God, 
for this meal of thanksgiving 
and the stories of love, grace, and hope that it tells. Amen. 
 
Hymn: MV 134  There was a child in Galilee (Dreaming Mary) 
Katie Rosen has constructed a lyric video using a recording by the Metropolitan United 
Church Choir in Toronto. I remember the Carlisle choir introducing this lovely More 
Voices hymn to the congregation when Diane Blanchard was minister. 
There Was a Child in Galilee Hymn Lyric Video - YouTube 
 
1 There was a child in Galilee who wandered wild along the sea.  

A holy child, alone was she, and they called her Dreaming Mary.  
And she dreamed, rejoicing in her saviour;  
she dreamed of justice for the poor.  
She dreamed that kings oppressed no more  
when she dreamed, that Dreaming Mary.  

 
2  One holy day an angel came with voice of wind and eyes of flame.  

He promised blessed would be her name, when he spoke to Dreaming Mary.  
Then she spoke, rejoicing in her saviour.  
She spoke of justice for the poor.  
She spoke that kings oppressed no more  
when she spoke, that Dreaming Mary.  

 
3  And did she dream about a son? And did he speak, the angel one?  

We only know God’s will was done, in the son of Dreaming Mary.  
Then she prayed, rejoicing in her saviour.  
She taught him justice for the poor.  
She taught that kings oppressed no more  
when she taught, that Dreaming Mary.  

 
4  Then Jesus grew in Galilee, they wandered wild along the sea.  

Now he calls to you and me to dream with Dreaming Mary.  
And we dream, rejoicing in our saviour.  
We dream of justice for the poor.  
We dream that kings oppress no more  
as we dream with Dreaming Mary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6Xstgch5zc
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Benediction:   
God of all wisdom, 
our hearts yearn for the warmth of your love, 
 and our minds search for the light of your Word. 
Increase our longing for Christ our Saviour, 
and strengthen us to grow in love, 
 that at the dawn of his coming 
 we may rejoice in his presence 
 and welcome the light of his truth. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Online Postlude: Breath of Heaven (Mary's Song) 
This beautiful lyric video "Breath of Heaven (Mary's Song)" complements today's 
scripture. Although English songwriter Chris Eaton composed the original piece, Amy 
Lee Grant was so taken by its beauty and authenticity that she wanted to record it for 
her Christmas album… but with the verses rewritten from a woman's perspective. 
Grant herself was very pregnant at the time, and she was inspired to imagine Mary's 
human fears and doubts but, more importantly, her ultimate faith in God's goodness. 
Amy Grant - Breath Of Heaven (Mary's Song) (Lyric Video) - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
 
Blue Christmas Service: Dec 12 at 3 pm at Carlisle. To attend, register by email 
secretary@carlisleuc.ca or by phone 905-689-8630. There is also a registration form on 
the website at https://www.carlisleuc.ca/blue-christmas-registration-form 
 
Bethlehem Experience: Sun Nov 19 2-4 pm. To attend, register by email 
secretary@carlisleuc.ca or by phone 905-689-8630. We are looking for volunteers! If 
you can help with set-up on Saturday, take-down on Sunday, be a Shepherd, an Angel 
or a Centurian for the event, please be in touch with Janet, Joan Eagle or Rev. Allison.  
 
Christmas Eve Services: 4:30 pm Family Service at Carlisle; 6:30 pm at Kilbride; 10 pm 
Candlelight at Carlisle. There are registration forms on the website at 
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/christmas-eve-family-service-registration and 
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/christmas-eve-candlelight-and-communion-service-
registration 
 
Sunday Zoom Coffee Time: Every Sunday at 1 pm. Link in the Events Calendar 
Men’s Coffee Time: Meet each Wed at 10 am in the parlour at Carlisle church. 
UCW: Meet each Wed at 9:30 in the Gathering Room. 
Devotional group: Meet 1st and 3rd Thurs of each month at 9:30 at Carlisle. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWo3qlqyW1c&list=PLQ8XX1X6jCBs4qVKYv6CBvsN9IoCkscHv&index=8
mailto:secretary@carlisleuc.ca
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/blue-christmas-registration-form
mailto:secretary@carlisleuc.ca
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/christmas-eve-family-service-registration
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/christmas-eve-candlelight-and-communion-service-registration
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/christmas-eve-candlelight-and-communion-service-registration

