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Kilbride United Church 

Sunday November 7, 2021 
Remembrance Day Service 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 
revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
 
*Lighting of Christ Candle: 
One: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
    All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn:  VU 527  God! As with Silent Hearts 
Long before he penned the words to this hymn, lyricist Fred Kaan felt the devastation 
of war: according to Hymnary.org, as a teen he lived through the Nazi occupation of the 
Netherlands, experienced the loss of three grandparents due to starvation, and 
witnessed his parents' involvement in the resistance movement. Kaan's response was to 
turn to pacifism and to God. Thank you to Peninsula United Church in BC for posting. 
GOD! AS WITH SILENT HEARTS VU 527 - YouTube 
 
1 God! As with silent hearts we bring to mind 
 how hate and war diminish humankind, 
 we pause, and seek in worship to increase 
 our knowledge of the things that make for peace. 
 
2 Hallow our will as humbly we recall 
 the lives of those who gave and give their all. 
 We thank you, God, for women, children, men 
 who seek to serve in love, today as then. 
 
3 Give us deep faith to comfort those who mourn, 
 high hope to share with all the newly born, 
 strong love in our pursuit of human worth: 
 'lest we forget' the future of this earth. 
 



2 
 

4 So, Prince of Peace, disarm our trust in power, 
 teach us to coax the plant of peace to flower. 
 May we, impassioned by your living Word, 
 remember forward to a world restored. 
 
*Roll Call Of Honour:     One:  We Remember. 
     (Names of living and deceased who have served are read out loud)   
 
The Last Post 
Minute of Silence 
Reveille 
Last Post & Rouse - YouTube 
 
*Reading:  In Flanders Fields by John McCrae 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Sung Response:  MV 149  v 5 
Music United, the United Church of Canada Association of Musicians, recorded a 
beautiful virtual choir performance of this hymn earlier this year. 
Peace for the Children - a national virtual choir anthem - YouTube 
 
Peace for the nations, peace, peace.  Peace for the nations we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the nations today. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
One:  O God, at this annual time of remembrance,  
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    All:  our thoughts are turned to the violence,  
            fear and pain of war. 
One:  Come gently in our worship this morning 
    All:  that we may know Your peace— 
One:  not the peace of violence ignored and fear repressed, 
    All:  but the true peace of evil confronted, injustice exposed, 
           and reconciliation achieved. 
 One:   We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace.  Amen. 
 
Sung Response:  MV 149  v 4 
Peace for our families, peace, peace.  Peace for our families we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for our families today. 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon: 
Living God, There are many times and many ways we fail to live out your kindom.   
So many times; so many ways.  You know them all. 
Compassionate and loving God, 
We stand before you today to renew 
our commitment to peace in our hearts, 
our homes and our world. 
We, as members of this faith community, 
commit ourselves to peace bearing and peacemaking. 
Making peace with the land, with humanity, with all creatures. 
 
Sung Response:  MV 149  v 6 
Peace for the creatures, peace, peace.  Peace for the creatures we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the creatures today. 
 
One:  Like the prophets of old and the prophets of today, 
we ask for courage to speak truth to power, 
to seek alternatives to violence, 
to build peace based on justice, human rights, and respect for everyone. 
 
Sung Response:  MV 149  v 2  
Peace for the women, peace, peace.  Peace for the women we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the women today. 
 
One:  Like countless numbers of people 
in our global community 
who refuse to give up hope 
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and live their lives as peace bearers and peacemakers, 
we ask for your grace to work through us 
so that we may bear peace and make peace 
in our communities. 
We commit to living your love 
through the great work of nurturing peace with justice, 
today, tomorrow, and always. 
Amen. 
 
Sung Response:  MV 149  v 3  
Peace for the men, peace, peace.  Peace for the men we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the men today. 
 
Assurance of Pardon: 
God is with us and the Holy Spirit will guide us. 
 
*Prayer of Illumination: 
In scripture, may we find our story of faith; 
may we hear comfort and challenge; 
may we seek and find truth. 
In scripture, may we know God’s Grace.  Amen 
        
Prayer Litany: 
Luke 1:78-79   In the tender of compassion of our God,  

the dawn from heaven will break upon us,  
to shine on those who live in darkness,  
under the shadow of death, and to guide  
our feet into the way of peace.     

(light candle)        
   
Romans 14:19   Let us then pursue what makes for peace  

and for mutual upbuilding.        
(light candle)        

                                                                                                                                                      
Micah 6:8  What does God require of you but to do justice, and to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?          
(light candle)        

  
Romans 12:20  "if your enemies are hungry, feed them;  

if they are thirsty, give them something to drink..."        
(light candle)        
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Sung Response:  MV 149  v 7 
Peace for our planet, peace, peace.  Peace for the planet we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the planet today. 
 
Psalm 85:8  Let me hear what God will speak, for God will speak 

peace to God's people, to the faithful, to those who 
turn to God in their hearts.         

(light candle)        
 
Luke 2:14  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

goodwill toward all"        
(light candle)        

 
Psalm 34:14  Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace,  

and pursue it.                  
(light candle)        

 
Psalm 4:8  I will both lie down and sleep in peace;  

for you alone, O God, make me lie down in safety.          
(light candle)  

       
Sung Response:  MV 149  v 1 
Peace for the children, peace, peace.  Peace for the children we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace for the children today. 
 
Prayer: 

O God of every human being, forgive when we identify our kin too easily as 
enemies. Teach us to seek the good of all, and not only our own. When our cousins are 
acting unjustly or causing harm, help us to constrain them without hatred or evil 
thoughts, but to seek their good even as we resist the damage that may be caused. 
 We pray that those to whom we are opposed may be turned from enemy to friend. 
We pray that in our cause we may not fall into sin, so convinced of our own 
righteousness that we are unaware of our own sin. We pray that we are not so 
distracted by another’s sin that we cannot be convinced of their value as children of 
God. May we always remember your willingness to forgive, and to bless, and to call the 
most unlikely of saints. Amen 
 
*Reading:  The Eyes by Margot Leolyn Hedden – November 11th 2011 
The eyes are all the same today, 
Actually it’s the stare within. 
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The stare tells their sad, glorious tale, 
Of just where they’ve all been. 
It’s not a physical, worldly place, 
That marks these men as brothers. 
‘Tis a place in each and every mind, 
That links them with each other. 
Dark nights, cold days or searing heat,   
Thick jungle or windswept beach- 
Geography doesn’t bind these men:  
‘Tis what they did beseech: 
“Dear God; I’m scared and tired and sick.” 
“Dear God; I’m hot…I am cold…” 
“Dear God; I don’t want to kill no more,  
Nor be here ‘til I am old.”  
“Dear God; I’m so tired of losing,  
And I’m tired of burying friends.”  
“Dear God; Please bring these hellish war 
To a quick and merciful end.” 
It’s in their eyes, the cost of war; 
Their eyes, their aged eyes,  
They speak of fear and pain and death. 
They speak of sad good-byes. 
One minute friends are by their side, 
The next they’re gone for good. 
But you fight on. You must:  
Consumed by guilt-the could, the should. 
“It could be me, now lying dead, 
Not him. This isn’t fair. 
I should be with him, he’s my friend,  
He’ll think I didn’t care.” 
Those eyes. They saw men at their worst, 
And at their best, as well. 
Those eyes saw men risk life and limb, 
In places worse then hell. 
Those crinkled faces, years ago,  
Were boyish, young and strong. 
Now on this day, though resolute, 
The boyish look, long gone. 
November 11th, Remembrance Day: 
Look at their eyes and see;  
The boys that were-the men they are. 
They fought so we’d be free. 



7 
 

But that’s the one thing they all lost, 
War took their freedom away. 
Though they came home, a part of them 
Caught in the war, did stay. 
One day a year they come as one. 
Soldiers standing side-by-side. 
To remember a past they can’t forget. 
To remember those who died. 
Do not begrudge two minutes, 
For they’ve given all their lives. 
And those who died? They’re legacy? 
Their daughters, sons and wives. 
They’re bent with age and hard memories, 
You think-old folks in disguise. 
No disguise – Soldiers – one and all. 
Look close: It’s in their eyes. 
 
Sung Response:  MV 149  v 10 
Peace in the soul, peace, peace.  Peace in the soul we pray. 
Following the path of One of peace, we work for healing,  
we work for peace; peace in the soul today. 
 
Reading: A Wish by Maxine Kendall – Burlington, Ontario, Canada 
Maybe it is pointless 
To wish for lasting peace 
For all mankind to lay down arms 
For all fighting to cease 
 
I could despair of seeing 
Peace throughout the land 
No longer hearing talk of war 
Blood mixed with desert sand 
 
We do not have the tolerance 
For cultures not our own 
Seeds fly on an ill wind 
From beds where they are sown 
 
Hope lies in a child's heart 
Not yet turned to stone 
A mind free of prejudice 
A child not alone 
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If all children of the world 
Held each others hand 
They could do what we could not 
Make a Brotherhood of Man. 
 
Minute for Mission:  Seeking Justice and Peace 

Gifts to Mission & Service support peace and reconciliation processes across the 
globe. In Japan and Korea, the church’s peace-making efforts have never been more 
critical as COVID-19 heightens tensions. 

According to South Korea, Japan has not formally acknowledged the reportedly 
state-sanctioned massacre of thousands of Koreans in Japan after a 1923 earthquake, 
nor the suffering of Korean “comfort women” forced into sexual slavery during World 
War II. The scars of trauma continue to strain relationships between the two countries. 
The relationship between Japan and Korea was at an all-time low before COVID-19 
struck, but travel bans have driven an even deeper wedge between neighbours. While 
travel restrictions seem like necessary precautions, they presented challenges to 
partners seeking to heal wounds rooted in the 1910‒1945 Japanese colonial period and 
its brutal occupation of the Korean peninsula. 

So in July this year, representatives from 16 civil society and religious 
organizations from South Korea and Japan respectively—including Mission & Service 
partners—gathered online to promote participation and solidarity in peace-making, 
launching the Korea-Japan Reconciliation and Peace Platform. At the launching 
ceremony held online simultaneously in Seoul and Tokyo, the alliance outlined the 
goals of the platform: to promote correct understanding of the two countries’ shared 
history and move toward right relations by healing the wounds of victims. Among other 
things, the alliance committed to work together to realize a nuclear-free Northeast Asia 
and promote a common vision for peace among the Asia Pacific regional community. A 
key focus is to develop young leadership in both countries through human rights and 
peace education. 

Patti Talbot, the United Church’s team leader for Northeast Asia partnerships, 
explains that the denomination’s involvement today is a continuation of the faithful, 
peace-making work that our missionaries have long supported. 

“Canadian missionaries related to the United Church have served, lived, died, and 
are buried in what is now North Korea as well as what is now South Korea. United 
Church missionaries served in Korea during the Japanese occupation, the Korean war, 
and the immediate aftermath,” says Talbot. “The yearning of Mission & Service 
partners for peace is shared by United Church people and by many, many Canadians 
who are connected to the region through family, friends, and church relationships as 
well as commerce, education, arts, culture, and more.” 

Your gifts through Mission & Service support vital peace processes across the 
globe. Thank you for helping to build a better world. 
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Prayer of Invitation:   
God invites us into justice and peacemaking  
in response to the abundant gift of love and possibility 
In the name of Christ, our Lord,   
we bring our gifts to join in the blessing. 
 
Hymn:  VU 606  In Christ There Is No East or West 
I invite you to sing along or just sit back and enjoy Andrew Lardner's performance of 
this spiritual on a rare 1940s guitar. The tune was arranged by American guitarist John 
Fahey – be prepared for the quicker tempo for verses 2 and 3! 
"In Christ There Is No East or West" by John Fahey - YouTube 
 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
 in him no south or north, 
 but one great family of love 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2 In him shall true hearts everywhere 
 their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord 
 close binding humankind. 
 
3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, 
 whate'er your race may be; 
 all children of the living God 
 are surely kin to me. 
 
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
 in him meet south and north; 
 all Christ-like souls are one in him 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
  
Prayers of the People: 
We pray for the leaders of the nations, 
that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, justice and truth. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
We pray for those who serve in the armed forces of the Crown, 
that they may have discipline and discernment, courage and compassion. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm, 
that you may turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship. 
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Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
We pray for the wounded and the captive, the grieving and the homeless, 
that in all their trials they may know your love and support. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
Most Holy God, 
hear our prayers for all who strive for peace, 
and all who yearn for justice. 
Help us, who today remember the cost of war, 
to work for a better tomorrow; 
and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict, 
bring us all, in the end, 
to the peace of your presence; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Hymn:  VU 586  We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection 
I invite you to sing along with musician Craig James as he performs this beloved hymn, 
presented as part of the UK Congregational Federation's virtual National Assembly 
earlier this year. 
National Assembly Hymn We Shall Go Out - YouTube 
 
1 We shall go out with hope of resurrection; 
  we shall go out, from strength to strength go on; 
 we shall go out and tell our stories boldly; 
  tales of a love that will not let us go. 
 We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted; 
  we'll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed; 
 we'll weave a cloth of all the world united 
  within the vision of new life in Christ. 
 
2 We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken; 
  we'll find the words for those whose lips are sealed; 
 we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer, 
  expressive love alive in every heart. 
 We'll share our joy with those who still are weeping, 
  raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 
 we'll leap and dance the resurrection story, 
  including all in circles of our love. 
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Benediction:  MV 211  Go Now In Peace (sung) 
Members of Robert McClure United Church in Calgary introduce us to this rhythmic 
blessing by Mexican-American Pedro Rubalcava. 
Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light Jan 31st 2021 - YouTube 
 
Go now in peace, guided by the light of Christ 
So you may be nourished by the Word of Life. 
 
Online Postlude:  Take Me Back to Old Ontario 
The words to this 1915 Canadian-composed WWI song were penned by Frank E. Balson 
with music by J. Heward Gammond. Vancouver-based folk music ensemble The 
Fugitives used these and other WWI lyrics as the foundation for their 2020 album 
Trench Songs, composing new music "to continue folk music's long tradition of 
reshaping songs over time – the same way soldiers reshaped these songs in the 
trenches." As The Fugitives explain, "During the pandemic, where war metaphors 
abound, these songs have given us much-needed perspective around hardship, the 
sacrifice of previous generations, and, mostly, what vulnerable communities can be 
forced to endure at the hands of the government and military in a crisis. We think 
about these soldiers when we sing, and hope you will too" (About — The Fugitives). 
Bonus: if you attend the in-person worship service, you will also hear Gammond's 
original music during the live postlude. 
Take Me Back to Old Ontario (1915) - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
 
 
Men’s Coffee Time – meet each Wednesday at 10 am in the parlour at Carlisle church. 
 
UCW – meet each Wednesday at 9:30 in the Gathering Room. 
 
Devotional group – meet 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month. 


