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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday October 31, 2021 
All Hallow’s Eve/All Saints’ 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:  
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 

Holy One, This is All Hallow’s Eve, the day before All Soul’s Day. Following 
Jewish precedent the feast begins with evening prayer the evening before – All 
Hallows' Eve and all through to the next day of All Saints. This is the day when we 
recall the presence of all the souls around us. All the saints gone before us. All Saints' 
Day is an ancient and universal festival of the Church. This festival day directs our 
attention to the richness of Christian history and the varied experiences of the grace 
of God by lifting up the lives of the saints. You have received a butterfly as you entered 
the sanctuary. (Those at home will find an image of a butterfly at the end of the 
service you may print and cut out.) We invite you to write on the butterfly the names 
of the saints you cherish who have been a gift in your life. The great cloud of 
witnesses.    
 
Call to Worship: 
One: Praise the Lord and all the saints!  
     All:  All the Saints who have gone before. 
One:  The prophets and the disciples, the faithful and the doubters, all.   
     All:  Their light goes before us, showing us the way. 
One:  In Christ, we are in communion with them. 
     All:  We are the living body of Christ, the Church. 
One:  We gather as followers of Jesus. 
     All:  When we gather in Your name, You are there. 
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Opening Hymn: MV 14  Where Two or Three Are Gathered (repeated) 
This hymn is performed by Bruce and Cheryl Harding, recording artists and worship 
leaders from the Vancouver area. Bruce was also the Managing Editor for More Voices. 
Where Two or Three Are Gathered - YouTube 

Where two or three are gathered in my name,  
I am there, I am there.  

 
(Silence) 

 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon: 
We acknowledge that our relationships are fragile and can only be complete in your 
love. Forgive us for the times we have failed to show or receive love in your name. 
 

(Silence) 
 
Hymn: MV 16  Come and Fill Our Hearts (repeated) 
The Songs of Taizé Session Singers perform this 1982 piece by Jacques Berthier and the 
Taizé Community. Feel free to sing along with them in Latin or in English. 
Confitemini Domino - YouTube 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord are Holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, al-le-lu – ia! 

 
Prayer of Illumination: written by Barbara Zimmerman 
As we open the Holy Book, we pray: 
Open these words to us, Holy God,  
And open us to the word.   
Let these passages guide our understanding  
and inspire our living, in the name of Jesus, Amen 
  
Scripture: Ruth 1:1-18 
1In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man 
of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two 
sons. 2The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there.  
 

(We remember the souls who have left their homes and travelled to strange places  
to begin their lives anew. We remember their struggles and accomplishments) 

(Silence) 
 
3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zU8bU9Cp7Hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zm7cYvKVkKg
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4The [sons] took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the 
other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, 5both Mahlon and Chilion also 
died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 
 

(We remember the widowed and the orphaned) 
(Silence) 

 
6Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for 
she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and 
given them food. 7So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her 
two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 
 8But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s 
house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with 
me. 9The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your 
husband.” 
 

(We remember all who give comfort to the grieving) 
(Silence) 

       
Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10They said to her, “No, we will return with 
you to your people.” 11But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with 
me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12Turn 
back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought 
there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 13would 
you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my 
daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of 
the Lord has turned against me.” 14Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 15So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone 
back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.”  
         

(We remember all those who choose difficult paths  
that take us away from our loved ones) 

(Silence) 
 
16But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, 
and your God my God. 17Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried. May 
the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!”  
 

(We remember all those who have walked with us – Saints who have prayed 
for us and with us, who have loved us and challenged and guided us in our 

faith, who have been unafraid to be themselves before God and open to 
God’s transformative grace. May we do so also) 
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(Silence) 
 

Hymn: MV 85  Take, O Take Me as I Am (repeated) 
The spiritual life of Cathy AJ Hardy, who lives in Mission, BC, has been profoundly 
impacted by the writings of Brother Roger of the Taizé Community and the music of 
Taizé. This influence is demonstrated in her recordings, and three of her ten albums 
have been nominated for Inspirational Album of the Year by the Gospel Music Awards 
of Canada. 
Take, O Take Me as I Am - YouTube 

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 
Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

 
(Silence) 

 
Candle Lighting: 
          The custom of commemorating all the martyrs of the Church on a single day 
goes back at least to the third century. All Saints' Day (Nov. 1) celebrates not only the 
martyrs and saints, but all the people of God, living and dead, who together form the 
mystical body of Christ.  We invite you to bring your butterfly and attach it to the tree 
and then light a candle for your loved ones. We remember their lives and trust that 
God keeps them and us in love until we meet again. 
 
Hymn: VU 148  Jesus Remember Me (repeated as candles are lit) 
This is a lovely version of John Bell's chant from the album Simply Taizé. Bell is a 
member of the Iona Community, an ecumenical Christian group based in Scotland but 
whose members live and work throughout the world, committing themselves to peace 
and justice issues. 
Jesus Remember Me - YouTube 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom 

 
Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
As you leave you may, if you wish, place your offering in the plate by the door as you 
leave.  
Oh God, we give you thanks for our community of faith and we give in gratitude for 
your watchful presence with us throughout the years.  Amen 
 
Prayers of the People: 
Lord God, 
By Your Son, we are reconciled to You 
and by Your spirit we are sent out to Your world 
to learn to walk in love as Christ walked in Love. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZoG19OdmEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3AhrNBpWDY
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We are sent to care for those who, 
like Naomi, Ruth and Orpah had no security. 
And so we pray for those who have no food 
because of a famine, or because of Covid, 
who have no resilience to these things 
because they were not allowed to work, 
or were refused work because of their gender. 
Grant them security and fairness Lord 
and call us out of our comfort 
to share what we have been given. 
 
We remember those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
For when the grief is so near they are numb 
we ask for Your comfort. 
For when they feel alone 
we ask that You would meet them in the compassion of others. 
For when they blame You and cannot find the words to pray 
may they know that the Spirit groans for all of creation 
and that Christ intercedes for them. 
 
We think of those whose world has been turned inside out by the pandemic – 
grant that they would know the support and care of others, 
the help they need and the strength to carry on. 
Lord Jesus, You suffer with us, 
and through Your resurrection, 
have taken our sufferings into the heart of God. 
Help those who are alone and vulnerable 
know that You have been there too, 
that You are with them, 
even when we cannot see You, 
even when they blame You. 
 
And for us Lord, 
help us be open and willing 
to be part of the answer to these prayers. 
To be Your hands to care, 
Your ears to listen, 
The body through which You might bring healing and life. Amen 
 

Hymn: Taize Songbook  Bless the Lord, My Soul (repeated) 
A beautiful setting of Psalm 103 is sung as a collaboration between the Oasis Chorale 
and the congregation at Rochester Seventh-Day Adventist Church. 
"Bless The Lord My Soul" Taize Music - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvcDHgfdywc
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Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s Holy name 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

 
Benediction:  
Bless our hearts O God, with the love of Christ 
Bless our minds O God, with the wisdom of Christ 
Bless our bodies O God, with the power of the resurrection of Christ. 
 
Online Postlude: Sing You Home 
Although this postlude is not Taizé music, it speaks to this time of year when we 
honour the saints who have gone before us and hold the memories of our loved ones 
close in our hearts. In this emotional recording, the Holy Heart Chamber Choir, one of 
six choirs at Holy Heart High School in St John's, Newfoundland, performs their own 
arrangement of "Sing You Home" by Holy Heart alumni The Ennis Sisters. Under the 
direction of music teacher and choral leader Robert Colbourne, the choir won first 
place in the CBC's 2020 Canadian Music Class Challenge for this video. It is easy to see 
why: not only did they give an incredible performance and produce stunning visuals, 
but they worked to be inclusive and collaborative. Wanting to include French, English, 
and American Sign Language, the choir translated a verse into French and reached out 
to the Newfoundland Deaf Choir for support and mentorship in ASL. This video also 
indirectly looks toward Remembrance Day, as the original composers and performers 
of this song, The Ennis Sisters, produced a music video honouring those fallen in WWI. 
"Sing You Home" - Holy Heart Chamber Choir #CBCMusicClass - YouTube 
  
Announcements: 
 
Thanks to the Yellow Family for their service in helping us to worship through the 
month of October. 
 
Men’s Coffee Time – meet each Wednesday at 10 am in the parlour at Carlisle church. 
 
UCW – meet each Wednesday at 9:30 am in the Gathering Room. 
 
Devotional group – meet 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEIFBbHN0PY
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