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Carlisle/Kilbride United Church 

Sunday October 3, 2021 
Worldwide Communion 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:  
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 
Opening Hymn: VU 456 Now to Your Table Spread 
I love the creative approach that Forest Hill United Church in Toronto took to posting 
this hymn (verses 1 and 2 only): the church invited members of the congregation to get 
involved by sharing photographs of the food they've been enjoying during the 
pandemic. What a wonderful way to enter into Communion with each other and with 
Jesus during a time of social distancing and lockdowns! 
Now to Your Table Spread - YouTube 
 
1 Now to your table spread 
 we come, each one in faith 
 that you alone provide the words of life and death: 
 in wine and bread, in promised food 
 we find your loving heart, O God. 
 
2 Hands of the world stretch out 
 your mystery to touch 
 in longing to believe a truth beyond our reach, 
 to sing in joy, to cry in grief, 
 to know your meaning for our life. 
 
3 Here is our common wealth 
 in sharing what is good, 
 as though all humankind around one table stood, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VF3EnRAl9nY
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 this bread to break, this wine to taste: 
 one people in the name of Christ. 
 
Call to Worship:  
One: From where we are sheltering in place, 
from sacred spaces where folks are socially distancing themselves, 
      All:   we are gathered as God’s people, 
                called to the Table where brokenness 
                nourishes us with simple grace. 
One:  From virtual communities from all over the world, 
with families gathered in living spaces, 
      All:  we are gathered as God’s faithful community, 
                serving, living, caring wherever we are. 
One:  From neighborhoods made up of those 
of every class, every race, every branch of faith, 
      All:  we are gathered as witnesses to God’s hope 
                and peace which have not disappeared  
                in every place, in every person in this uncertain time. 
  
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon: 
In these confusing days, it is easy to think that there are no rules we need to follow, but 
we can live, act, do whatever we want. But Paul reminds us that, when we gain Christ 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we receive exactly what we need - forgiveness, grace, 
hope. Let us confess our foolishness to God, that we might know God's healing love for 
us! We are so busy being worried and fearful, we do not notice how creation witnesses 
to your goodness and grace. 
  
Forgive us, God our Hope. Even in our uncertainty, may we trust that your love never 
abandons us. Even in our fears, may we know that your presence never leaves our side. 
Even when our faith falters, may we know that your grace is the most valuable gift we 
have, and we can open our emptiness, our hearts, our lives to the healing and loving 
presence of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen 
 
Holy Communion: 
One:  May the composer of hope be with you! 
       All:  And also with you! 
One:  Beloved, God has created us to live faithfully in these times. 
       All:  We lift our hearts to the One  
                who shapes us into communities of grace and peace. 
One:  Join in singing to God, who takes away all our fears. 
        All:  We will dance with joy to the Table of peace and hope, 
                  even if it is the table in our kitchen or living room.  Amen 
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One:  We tremble in these moments 
of uncertainty, of days which seem endless, 
wondering if there is any word for us. 
So, remind us that you spoke 
into the trembling emptiness of chaos, 
and your goodness and wonder 
began all those days and nights 
when hope raced across the sky, 
when grace bubbled up from springs, 
when peace wandered the meadows. 
 
All these gifts were, and still are, 
crafted for those made in your mage,  
even when we grumble in wildernesses 
or live in the exile of fear and worry, 
or seek to have our way, not yours. 
 
In every moment when your people 
were alone, afraid, felt abandoned by all, 
you sent prophets - women and men, 
to remind us of your promises and point us 
to all the ways you continue to love. 
Even in these months of isolation, 
even in these days which seem the same, 
even in these moments we are alone, 
you are with us, in the life, the promises 
made known in the Child you sent 
to point us to the way home to you. 
  
So, with those who trembled at 
the foot of your holy mountain, 
and with those who press on to follow you, 
we join our voices in praise to you: 
  

All:  Your Word opens our eyes to all creation. 
         Your Word is the sweet taste of joy  

for empty hearts. 
Your Word helps us to endure through every 
moment which seems unbearable. 
Blessed is your Word who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

  
One:   Though others mock us for such trust, 
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we continue to believe that we know 
your holiness in the hope you share, God of our hearts, 
and we realize how blessed we are 
by the grace we have received in your Child, Jesus. 
 
In these times when we wonder 
if anyone really cares about us, 
he is the One who is your love 
poured out for us, each of us. 
In these days when bitter voices 
would seek to seduce us with anger, 
he is the gentle voice which calls 
us to trust in your heart broken for us. 
 
In the moments when people seem  
not to care for the most vulnerable, 
for those most at risk from this virus, 
he is the living demonstration  
that death has no ultimate power 
but that your resurrecting love 
is the final word spoken about us. 
  
As we would seek to model his gentleness 
and grace in these overwhelming times, 
as we try to let his light be revealed in us, 
we would speak of that mystery we call faith: 
  
   All:  Setting aside all he valued, 

Christ became our treasure, 
so we might know how precious we are to God. 
Setting aside his own life, 
Christ rescued us from all foolishness 
so we might know the One who loves us. 
Setting aside our doubts and fears, 
we yearn for the promised of the return 
of the grace, love, and hope of Christ.  

  
One:  Now, around table and altars 
in sacred spaces which echo with silence, 
around nicked and initialized wooden tables 
and glass topped tables in homes, 
we pray, Redeemer of all creation, 
that you would pour out your Spirit 
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on each and every place, 
and on each and every person. 
 
Whether it is bread that is broken, 
or crackers that are split apart, 
may these gifts remind us 
that it is moments when we least expect, 
for those people we usually do not notice, 
that we are called to share your grace 
to listen to the lonely 
to welcome the heartbroken 
to embrace the vulnerable. 
 
Whether it is a mug of tea, 
a glass of wine or juice, 
or even a glass of water, 
may this be your grace poured into us 
so that we might become 
people who will not give up on justice, 
people who will not let go of hope, 
people who will not hoard life, 
people who will trust in you always. 
  
And when this pandemic comes to an end 
and we can gather once again  
with our sisters and brothers around the Table, 
we will know what your promised Feast 
in that place, that time, that life beyond this, 
where all hurtful words silenced, 
where all is pain left behind, 
where hope and grace are our closest friends, 
and we will join our hearts and voices 
with our sisters and brothers 
who forever sing of your glory, 
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Illumination:   
Let your word shine in each heart 
Let your truth light our way. 
Let your gospel inspire justice 
and your grace give us wings. 

 
Scripture: Galatians 3:26-28 
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26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you 
are one in Christ Jesus.   
                           
Wondering: What does it mean to you to hear that there is no longer male or female, 
slave or free, Jew or Greek? What other divisions might we name and re-consider? 
 
Hymn: VU 467 One Bread, One Body 
Miss singing as part of the congregation or choir? Click the "full screen" icon on this 
video and sing along from the viewpoint of a chorister under the direction of Jayne 
Windnagel at the Church of Saint Michael in Stillwater, Minnesota.  
One Bread One Body - YouTube 
 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
 one cup of blessing which we bless; 
 and we, though many, throughout the earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  R 
 
2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  R 
 
3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one, for all.  R 
 
Scripture: Acts 2: 42-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds[a] to all, as any had 
need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home[b] and ate their food with glad and generous[c] hearts, 47 praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved. 
 
Reflection: Video Sermon:  Go to the following link: Sermons by Mission Co-workers 
- Global Ministries and scroll down to bottom to find this video:  Elena Huegel – 
“Hummingbirds as divine messengers of peace, hope and joy”    
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylWKlw6HXmw
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A42-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26984a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A42-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A42-47&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985c
https://www.globalministries.org/sermons_by_mission_co_workers/
https://www.globalministries.org/sermons_by_mission_co_workers/
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Hymn: VU 483 Now Let Us from This Table Rise 
I invite you to sing along with the choir of St George Peace Memorial, an Anglican 
church in East Ivanhoe, Australia, accompanied by their organist Roger Brown. 
Post-Communion Hymn (AHB 450) Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 2020 - YouTube 
 
1 Now let us from this table rise 
 renewed in body, mind and soul; 
 with Christ we die and live again, 
 his selfless love has made us whole. 
 
2 With minds alert, upheld by grace, 
 to spread the word in speech and deed, 
 we follow in the steps of Christ, 
 at one with all in hope and need. 
 
3 To fill each human house with love, 
 it is the sacrament of care; 
 the work that Christ began to do 
 we humbly pledge ourselves to share. 
 
4 Then give us grace, Companion-God, 
 to choose again the pilgrim way 
 and help us to accept with joy 
 the challenge of tomorrow's day. 
 
 
Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
     We ask that as you leave, you may place your offering in the plate by the door. 
Oh God, we give you thanks for our community of faith and we give in gratitude for 
your watchful presence with us throughout the years.  Amen 
 
Prayers of the People: 
Once, you saw your children 
held bondage by fear and despair 
and gathered them up to journey 
with them into freedom and hope. 
In these days of worry and uncertainty, 
continue to walk with your children 
who feel captive by a virus we cannot see 
Fill our hearts and souls 
with sighs more precious than all we value, Word Speaker. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WYgXopLzEA
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Once, you came, 
not with blueprints under your arms, 
but with grace cradled in your hands. 
You came, 
not to force us to choose side 
as so many these days try to do, 
but to be that voice which calls us together. 
You came, 
so that we would not have to worry about 
what lies ahead of us on these days, 
but so we could see that community 
of gentleness, of justice, of life you have prepared. 
Fill our hearts emptied of hope 
with your grace more precious 
than our deepest fears, Word Bearer. 
  
When we long to trust those promises 
offered to us by those who do not care 
for anyone but themselves. 
when we are tempted to believe those 
who say there is nothing to worry about 
and no reason to look out for others, 
when we hesitate to put our trust 
in those who would have us care 
for the forgotten, the most vulnerable, 
may we be nudged into seeking  
to live out our calling to live in unity. 
Fill our uneasy, shattered spirits 
with your peace more precious 
than the brokenness we grasp, Word of Wisdom 
  
God in Community, Holy in One, 
hear the words of our hearts 
as we pray as Jesus has taught us, saying, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Hymn: VU 506  Take My Life 
This performance was recorded in 2019 by the Cherubium Singers for the Classic 
Hymns album Sweet Hour of Prayer. The choristers are on the grounds of St Andrew's 
Church (affectionately called "The Kirk," which means "The Church" in Scottish) in 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India. According to its website, the church has colonial origins, 
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having been built in 1821 for the Scotsmen in the British army, but now the 
congregation is primarily Indian and cosmopolitan. 
"Take My Life And Let It Be" by Cherubium Singers for Classic Hymns album " Sweet 
Hour Of Prayer" - YouTube 
 
1 Take my life, and let it be 
 consecrated, all for thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands, and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet, and let them be 
 swift and purposeful for thee. 
 
3 Take my lips, and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee; 
 take my intellect, and use 
 every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
4 Take my will, and make it thine; 
 it shall be no longer mine; 
 take my heart, it is thine own; 
 it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
5 Take my love: and I will pour 
 at thy feet its treasure store; 
 take myself, and I will be 
 ever, only, all for thee. 
 
Benediction: VU 349  A Prayer 
One:  Even in this time of pandemic, 
we are a blessed people. 
      All:  We will go to be a blessing in the world. 
One:  Even when there are so many angry people around us, 
we are the face of Jesus. 
      All:  We will go to be love and compassion to all. 
One:  Even when we are isolated, quarantined, 
living in lockdowns, we are the family of God. 
      All:  We will go to serve our sisters and brothers 
                wherever we may find them.  Amen 
 
Online Postlude:  “Communion” 



10 

 

Enjoy this recording of the contemporary Christian piece "Communion" composed by 
members of Maverick City Music. It is performed and posted by Restoration 
Community Church in Denver, featuring Anna Grace Childs and Orin Joshua Mozon. 
RST//Worship - Communion - YouTube 
 
Announcements: 
 
Thanks to the Orange Family for their service in helping us to worship through the 
month of September. 
 
We welcome the Yellow family as they take up the duties of Worship through the 
month of October. 
 
Thanks to all who helped with the paper shredding event on Saturday! 
 
Devotional group:  Thanks for your understanding in cancelling this past weeks 
meeting.  We will be meeting this coming Thursday Oct 7 in the gathering room at the 
church.  Please advise the office if you are planning to attend and have not received a 
book. 
 
Men’s Coffee Time was postponed this past Wed.  We will try again for 10 am on Wed 
October 13 in the Parlour at the church 
 
Condolences 
Our prayers are with the Cockwell family, the McClymont family and the Hoyle family 
as they grieve.  May God bless all who loved them and may they be assured of their 
loved one’s presence with the Lord.    
 
 


