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Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 
Sunday September 12, 2021 

Lawn Service at Carlisle 
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630 

                    Blessing of the Pets 
                             

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:  
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 
Announcements 
In- person worship services will begin on Sunday September 19 at 9:30 in 
Kilbride and 11:00 am in Carlisle.  
 

For Carlisle, we have 25 "pods" available in the sanctuary. Each pod will seat a single 
person or a family of up to three people. To reserve a "pod" you must email the 
church at secretary@carlisleuc.ca or call 905-689-8630 by 10:00 am on the 
Friday morning before the service. 
 
There are no special instructions for attendance at Kilbride. 
 
Call to Worship:  
One: Today on the first Sunday in Creation time,  
We come before our Creator God with Praise! 
     All:  Let us rejoice in the fields! 
      Let us rejoice in the forests! 
One:  Let us thank the Divine One for our many gifts      
     All:  Let us rejoice for the love of our beloved pets 
One:  Let us rejoice for the love of one another 
     All:  Let us rejoice for the love of our Maker!  Amen 
 
Opening Hymn:  VU 248  When Long Before Time 
Please enjoy this beautifully harmonized arrangement by Aaron David Miller for SAB 
(soprano, alto, bass/baritone) and organ. I especially appreciate the word painting on 

mailto:secretary@carlisleuc.ca
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the lines, "Down through the ages, the Song disappeared, / its harmonies broken and 
almost unheard," and the subsequent return of the original melody when God the 
Singer "comes to us to sing it again." 
When Long before Time - Aaron David Miller - YouTube 
 
1 When long before time and the worlds were begun, 
 when there was no earth and no sky and no sun, 
 and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme, 
 and even our Maker had only a dream... 
 
2 ...the silence was broken when God sang the Song, 
 and light pierced the darkness and rhythm began, 
 and with its first birth-cries creation was born, 
 and creaturely voices sang praise to the morn. 
 
3 The sounds of the creatures were one with their Lord's, 
 their harmonies sweet and befitting the Word; 
 the Singer was pleased as the earth sang the Song, 
 the choir of the creatures re-echoed it long. 
 
4 Though, down through the ages, the Song disappeared, 
 its harmonies broken and almost unheard, 
 the Singer comes to us to sing it again, 
 our God-Is-with-Us in the world now as then. 
 
5 The Light has returned as it came once before, 
 the Song of the Lord is our own song once more; 
 so let us all sing with one heart and one voice 
 the Song of the Singer in whom we rejoice. 
 
6 To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise, 
 to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise, 
 to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath, 
 be glory for ever, through life and through death. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
God created us and placed us on the earth 
to be stewards of all living things, 
therefore let us proclaim the glory of our Creator, saying: 
O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; you create the animals 
and give us the ability to train them to help us in our work.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JQPmcZXu3w
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O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; 
you give us food from animals to replenish our energies. 
O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.  
 
Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; for the sake of our comfort 
you give us domestic animals as companions.  
O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; you care for us 
even as you care for the birds of the air.  
O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord of the Universe; 
you offered your Son to us as the passover lamb 
and in him willed that we should be called your children.  
O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands. 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon 
 
Sung Response:  MV 130  Rise Up, Rise Up! 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
 
Prayer of Illumination:   
May the words in our scripture bring understanding and light to our hearts and 
relationships.  Amen 
 
Scripture:   
Job 12:7‒10 
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare 
to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In 
[God’s] hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of every human being.” 
 
Genesis 1:26‒28 
God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them 
 reflecting our nature 
So they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, 
 the birds in the air, the cattle, 
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And, yes, Earth itself, 
 and every animal that moves on the face of Earth.” 
God created human beings; 
 he created them godlike, 
Reflecting God’s nature. 
 He created them male and female. 
God blessed them: 
 “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge! 
Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the air, 
 for every living thing that moves on the face of Earth.” 
 
Reflection  
 
Hymn: VU 217  All Creatures of Our God and King 
Anthem Lights, a Christian music group originating from Los Angeles in 2007, 
performs a pop-style version of this beloved English hymn based on a poem by St 
Francis of Assisi. 
All Creatures of Our God and King | Anthem Lights - YouTube 
 
1 All creatures of our God and King, 
 lift up your voice and with us sing: 
  hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 Bright burning sun with golden beam, 
 soft shining moon with silver gleam, 
  sing praises, sing praises, 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
2 O rushing winds and breezes soft, 
 O clouds that ride the winds aloft, 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 O rising morn, in praise rejoice; 
 O lights of evening, find a voice: 
  sing praises, sing praises, 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
3 Earth, ever fertile, day by day 
 brings forth rich blessings on our way: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 The flowers and fruits that verdant grow, 
 let them God's glory also show: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPwmV_ATYAw
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4 And everyone of tender heart, 
 forgiving others, take your part: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 All who long pain and sorrow bear, 
 praise God and yield up all your care: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
5 Let all things their Creator bless, 
 and worship God in humbleness: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 Praise God eternal, praise the Son, 
 and praise the Spirit, three in one: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
Seed for Thought: “Apprehend God in all things, 
for God is in all things. Every single creature is full of God, 
and is a book about God. Every creature is a word of God. 
If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature even 
a caterpillar - I would never have to prepare a sermon 
so full of God is every creature.” 
(Meister Eckhart, a 13th century Christian mystic) 
 
“If having a soul means being able to feel love and loyalty and gratitude, then animals 
are better off than a lot of humans.”  
― James Herriot, All Creatures Great and Small 
 
Blessing Prayer:   
Creator God, We give thanks that all things belong to you. We praise you for giving us 
the animals, birds and fish which fill your world. We give thanks for our pets that bring 
us joy and who help teach us the value of unconditional love. Grant that we may good 
caretakers for our pets that they may also know the joy of unconditional love. May our 
shared lives together always bring joy to others as we live, serve, and love all of your 
creatures, both great and small; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Moment of Remembrance: 
O Lord, we pause and give thanks for the memories of those pets we have lost. We pray 
for their owners who continue to mourn their loss. But most of all, we give thanks for 
their memory and for the ways in which they enriched our lives. Amen. 
 
Blessing of Each Pet 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18062.James_Herriot
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2247074
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Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
God calls us to share in God’s work of caring for creation and for one another. 
Creation reminds us of God’s generosity and invites us to live with abundant giving. 
We bring our offering at this time with thanksgiving. 
 
Prayers of the People 
The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Hymn: VU 231 I Sing the Mighty Power 
YouTuber "folksandhymns" shares a version of "I Sing the Mighty Power" accompanied 
by guitar. This piece was written by Isaac Watts (1674-1748), an English pastor and 
hymnodist whose published hymns number more than 800. I wonder how many more 
went unpublished! 
I Sing the Mighty Power of God - YouTube 
 
1 I sing the mighty power of God  
  that made the mountains rise, 
 that spread the flowing seas abroad, 
  and built the lofty skies. 
 I sing the wisdom that ordained 
  the sun to rule the day; 
 the moon shines full at God's command 
  and all the stars obey. 
 
2 I sing the goodness of the One 
  who filled the earth with food; 
 who formed the creatures with a word, 
  and then pronounced them good. 
 O God, your wonders are displayed 
  where'er I turn my eye; 
 if I survey the ground I tread, 
  or gaze upon the sky! 
 
3 There's not a plant or flower below 
  but makes your glories known; 
 and clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
  by order from your throne; 
 while all that borrows life from you 
  is ever in your care, 
 and everywhere that I may be, 
  you, God, are present there. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha3Kl9rfoUg
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Benediction:  VU 349  A Prayer 
 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Online Postlude:  All Things Bright and Beautiful 
An English composer, choral conductor, and founder of The Cambridge Singers, John 
Rutter created a new setting of the 1848 hymn "All Things Bright and Beautiful" in the 
mid-eighties that has since become a choral standard. This recording features Rutter 
himself conducting a children's choir at The Mark Thallander Foundation Choir 
Festival in 2008. Interesting trivia: the opening lines of the hymn were used by James 
Herriot as titles for four of his collections of veterinary stories. 
All Things Bright and Beautiful, John Rutter - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjbktnTuV30

