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Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 
Sunday September 05, 2021 
Lawn Service at Kilbride 10:00 am 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
Announcements 

Next Sunday, September 12, will be an outdoor service in Carlisle at 10:00 am. 
The service will be the annual Blessing of the Animals, so please bring your furry 
friends and your lawn chairs. 
 
Tickets for the Drive Thru Chicken Dinner (Saturday September 18) are selling 
fast. Please order early to avoid disappointment. You can order online at 
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/chicken-dinner or call for assistance: Joan at 905-
802-0707 or Cathy at 289-527-0712. 

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:  
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 
Opening Hymn:  VU 413 O Splendour of God’s Glory Bright 
The tune for this hymn dates from a 15th century manuscript in Trier that was later 
adapted by German composer Michael Praetorius in 1609. Please join with Jessica 
Marsten (soprano) and Christopher Creaghan (organist) from The Riverside Church in 
New York and sing for joy! 
Hymn 474 - O Splendor of God's Glory Bright performed by Jessica Marsten | January 
10, 2021 - YouTube 
 
1 O splendour of God's glory bright, 
 from light eternal bringing light; 
 O light of life, light's living spring, 
 true day, all days illumining: 
 

https://www.carlisleuc.ca/chicken-dinner
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVE2b2KmCGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVE2b2KmCGo
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2 come, Holy Sun of heavenly love, 
 pour down your radiance from above, 
 and to our inward hearts convey 
 the Holy Spirit's cloudless ray. 
 
3 O joyful be the passing day 
 with thoughts as clear as morning's ray, 
 with faith like noontide shining bright, 
 our souls unshadowed by the night. 
 
4 O Christ, with each returning morn 
 your image to our hearts is born; 
 O may we ever see anew 
 our Saviour and our God in you! 
 
Call to Worship:  
One: Here, in this place, we will not be afraid to sing the good news. 
     All:  We will praise our God, now and always. 
One:  Here, with this people, we will not fear in living the good news. 
     All:  We will walk with Jesus, as he comes with justice in his hands. 
One:  Here, in these moments, we will not be scared to tell the good news. 
     All:  We will be open to all the Holy Spirit is doing in our midst. Amen 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon: 
Gracious God, We gather before you to open our hearts. We struggle to be honest. We 
know the brokenness within us. Yet we are fearful of being open.  We worry that people 
will think less of us; and yes we worry that you will think less of us. It is hard to 
recognize the things within that need attention and mending.  Lord, we ask that you be 
with us even as we know you are.  Hear our prayers, Oh God.    (silence) 
You hear us and comfort us.  You take our woundedness and transform us with loving, 
healing grace. You show us the way forward. For this, we give thanks and praise! 
 
Sung Response:  MV 130  Rise Up, Rise Up! 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
 
Prayer of Illumination:   
Let your word shine in each heart 
Let your truth light our way. 
Let your gospel inspire justice 
and your grace give us wings. 
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Scripture:  Proverbs 22:1-23 
22A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
and favor is better than silver or gold. 
2The rich and the poor have this in common: 
the Lord is the maker of them all. 
3The clever see danger and hide; 
but the simple go on, and suffer for it. 
4The reward for humility and fear of the Lord 
is riches and honor and life. 
5Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse; 
the cautious will keep far from them. 
6Train children in the right way, 
and when old, they will not stray. 
7The rich rule over the poor, 
and the borrower is the slave of the lender. 
8Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
and the rod of anger will fail. 
9Those who are generous are blessed, 
for they share their bread with the poor. 
10Drive out a scoffer, and strife goes out; 
quarreling and abuse will cease. 
11Those who love a pure heart and are gracious in speech 
will have the king as a friend. 
12The eyes of the Lord keep watch over knowledge, 
but he overthrows the words of the faithless. 
13The lazy person says, “There is a lion outside! 
I shall be killed in the streets!” 
14The mouth of a loose woman is a deep pit; 
he with whom the Lord is angry falls into it. 
15Folly is bound up in the heart of a boy, 
but the rod of discipline drives it far away. 
16Oppressing the poor in order to enrich oneself, 
and giving to the rich, will lead only to loss.  
17The words of the wise: 
Incline your ear and hear my words, 
and apply your mind to my teaching; 
18for it will be pleasant if you keep them within you, 
if all of them are ready on your lips. 
19So that your trust may be in the Lord, 
I have made them known to you today—yes, to you. 
20Have I not written for you thirty sayings 
of admonition and knowledge, 
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21to show you what is right and true, 
so that you may give a true answer to those who sent you?  
22Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
23for the Lord pleads their cause 
and despoils of life those who despoil them. 
 
Hymn:  VU272 Open Your Ears, O Faithful People 
I hope you enjoy singing this wonderful Hasidic melody with St Alban's Chapel Choir, 
directed by Cassie Schmitt and accompanied by Brad Pope. St Alban's is an 
Episcopal/Anglican chapel at Louisiana State University, and Brad, an LSU graduate 
himself, has served as its organist since 1970. 
536. Open Your Ears, O Faithful People - YouTube 
 
1 Open your ears, O faithful people, 
     open your ears and hear God's word. 
 Open your hearts, O faithful people, 
     God now speaks to you. 
     God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
     And those words are words of wisdom, 
     hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 
2 They who have ears to hear the message, 
     they who have ears, now let them hear. 
 They who would learn the way of wisdom, 
     let them hear God's word.   
     God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
     And those words are words of wisdom, 
     hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 
Scripture:  Mark 7:24-37 
24From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and 
did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and 
she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He 
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat 
the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon 
has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 
31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea 
of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJPon7n9OXE
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impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him 
aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and 
touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephaphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his 
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; 
but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were 
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the 
deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
Reflection  
 

The Hymn, "She Came to Jesus" was written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette in 2002 for 
the celebration of the 35th Anniversary of the ordination of the Rev. Dr. Dorothea 
Brooks, with this fourth verse: 
 
Bless by your Spirit this minister here 
Who has served faithfully year after year — 
Breaking down barriers, persistent and bold, 
Leading your people back into your fold. 
 
When the Canaanite woman first approached Jesus asking for help, "he did not answer 
her at all." When he did answer, he said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel" (Matthew 15:23-24). Many people are perplexed by Jesus' initial response to 
this desperate mother. Why did he speak to her in the way that he did? 
While his words seem harsh at first, he did have a conversation with her about her 
faith, and he did listen to what she had to say. Then he healed her child. He confirmed 
what she believed — that God's love is "not bounded by place," or culture, or anything 
else. 
So many people whose lives were touched by Jesus were outsiders; they were people 
"outside the fold." Why are we sometimes hesitant to reach out in ministry to other 
people? Do you know anyone who — following Jesus' example — has a wonderful gift 
for talking to anyone and breaking down stubborn barriers between people from 
different backgrounds and cultures? 
 
Hymn:  She Came to Jesus 
SLANE 10.10.9.10   (Tune of VU 642  Be Thou My Vision) 
Four-time Grammy-winning multi-instrumentalist Andy Leftwich performs this 
beloved Irish tune on fiddle. If you wish to sing along and test out the new lyrics, I 
recommend having an instrumental verse at the very beginning as well as after verse 2. 
Be Thou My Vision (Instrumental) - YouTube 
 
She came to Jesus from outside the fold — 
Canaanite woman! Persistent and bold! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHzIDEzYu80
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Looking to Jesus, she wanted to see 
One who would help her and set her child free. 
 
Claiming a blessing, a touch of God's grace, 
She knew God's love was not bounded by place. 
Jesus, you listened, debated — then healed — 
For in her asking, her faith was revealed. 
 
God, you still bless those who seek you in prayer. 
You welcome dreamers who faithfully dare. 
In Christ, now risen, your mercy extends: 
Those on the outside are welcomed as friends. 
 
Minute for Mission 
On the morning of Saturday, August 14, Haiti was struck by a severe earthquake. 
Precious lives have been lost. Many homes and community buildings have been 
destroyed. Hospitals have also been damaged, and acutely injured and traumatized 
people are struggling to find help. 
The earthquake follows sharply on the heels of other disasters, including a massive 
earthquake in 2010 and Hurricane Matthew in 2016. To make the situation even worse, 
Tropical Storm Grace hit Haiti on August 16. 
The impact of the most recent earthquake is all the more devastating because of 
political instability, a severe economic downturn, and the COVID-19 pandemic. In the 
face of the current political crisis, Haitian citizens are working to create an agreement 
to facilitate a successful interim government to build a different future for their 
country. 
The United Church of Canada is in contact with Mission & Service partners in Haiti to 
find out how we can support their communities. Already, we know that the people of 
Haiti need emergency shelter, clean water, and food. The church has made it possible 
for members to designate donations to help Haiti when they make a gift through 
a special emergency fund. 
Please hold the people of Haiti in prayer. 
 
Prayer of Dedication/Offering 
May our gifts not be the crumbs of our lives, but justice for those overlooked by the 
world; be healing for those broken by pain and grief; be grace for those who long to be 
listened to and welcomed.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People: 
On your holy road, 
Heart of faithfulness, 
those blinded by fear 
   will see hope; 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/earthquake-haiti
https://united-church.ca/prayers/loving-god-we-pray-haiti
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those deafened by doubt’s cries 
   will hear grace; 
those who have only crumbs 
   will be filled with love. 
 
On your holy road, 
Heart of justice, 
bullies will become mentors 
   for those they tormented; 
those who can’t find the right words 
   will compose songs of wonder; 
those who trip over their worries 
   will dance in the streets. 
 
On your holy road, 
Heart of grace, 
those convinced of their ways 
   will learn to change their minds; 
those whose hearts are barren deserts 
   will bloom with bouquets of laughter; 
those who have buried faith under a mound of words 
   will see it resurrected in compassion for others. 
 
We long to journey on your holy road, 
God in Community, Hearts united, 
as we pray as we are taught, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Hymn:  MV 28  God of the Bible 
I encourage you to sing along with Tony Alonso's "God of the Bible" as recorded for the 
2014 album In Endless Song. Alonso is a Cuban-American Roman Catholic, a Grammy-
nominated composer of sacred music, and a professor of theology. 
Fresh as the Morning - YouTube 
 
1 God of the Bible, God in the Gospel,  
hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come,  
you are our centre, daylight or darkness,  
freedom or prison you are our home.  
 

[Refrain:] Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,  
God always faithful, You do not change.  
Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e91q-15fu44
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God always faithful, You do not change.  
 
2 God in our struggles, God in our hunger,  
suffering with us, taking our part,  
still you empow’r us, mothering Spirit,  
feeding, sustaining, from your own heart. R 
 
3 Those without status, those who are nothing,  
You have made royal, gifted with rights,  
chosen as partners, midwives of justice,  
birthing new systems, lighting new lights. R 
 
4 Not by your finger, not by your anger,  
will our world order change in a day,  
but, by your people, fearless and faithful,  
small paper lanterns, lighting the way. R 
 
5 Hope we must carry, shining and certain  
through all our turmoil, terror and loss,  
bonding us gladly, one to the other,  
‘til our world changes, facing the cross. R 
 
Benediction:  VU 349  A Prayer 
 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
 
Online Postlude:  Just a Little Talk with Jesus 
For all the fans of country Southern Gospel music out there, here is a recording by the 
Redeemed Quartet, an ensemble formed in 2014 by four best friends (two sets of 
brothers). Although this recording is from the 2021 album Timeless Classics, "Just a 
Little Talk with Jesus" was the song that kick-started their online popularity in their 
early days as a quartet. 
Just A Little Talk With Jesus | In A Vintage Factory | Official Music Video | Redeemed Quartet - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8jFKe9XppY

