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Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 

Sunday Aug 29, 2021 
Lawn Service at Kilbride 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:  
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 
Announcements 
The service for next Sunday, September 5, will be held at Kilbride Church on the lawn 
at 10:00 am. The service for September 12 will be a joint service for “Blessing the 
Animals”, held in Carlisle. On September 19, we are planning a return to two services 
inside the churches: 9:30 in Kilbride and 11:00 in Carlisle. 
 
Opening Hymn:  MV 30  It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker 
Hope you enjoy singing along with the energetic Virtual Pacific Spirit Chamber Choir 
from Vancouver. Keep an ear out for the added descant! 
It's a Song of Praise to the Maker - More Voices 30 - YouTube 
 
It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
the thrush sings high in the tree.  
It’s a song of praise to the Maker,  
the gray whale sings in the sea,  
And by the Spirit you and I  
can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too.  
 
It’s a call of life to the Giver,  
when waves and waterfalls roar.  
It’s a call of life to the Giver  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vf63mbiP6S0
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when high tides break on the shore,  
And by the Spirit you and I 
can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover;  
the bumblebees hum along.  
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover;  
the summer breeze joins the song,  
And by the Spirit you and I  
can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
It’s the chorus of all creation;  
it’s sung by all living things.  
It’s the chorus of all creation;  
a song the universe sings,  
And by the Spirit you and I  
can join our voice to the holy cry  
and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
Call to Worship:  
One:  Come, let us lend our hearts and lives to God  
for the mending of our relationship with the earth  
in our time of worship this morning. 
 
Prayer of the Day: (unison) 
We love your sky, O God!    (reach for the sky) 
We love your earth     (stomp, stomp) 
 
We love the seasons:   
Summer (clap, point South )   
Autumn (clap, point West )   
Winter (clap, point North )   
Spring  (clap, point East) 
 
We love the animals and the birds  (Make animal or bird sound) 
And we love all your people  (reach out wide) 
Most of all, we love you, O God!  (Big smile and heart shape with hands) 
 
Creator of earth and sky, prairies and mountains, rivers and hills, we come 
to worship you, in love, in joy, in hope  (Open arms)   Amen 
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Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon 
 
Sung Response:  MV 130  Rise Up, Rise Up! 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
 
Tikkun Olam:  Mending Our Relationships with the Seasons 
All say:  Bless the Lord, my soul and Bless God’s Holy name 
               Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life 
 
Summer:  Proverbs 6: 6-8 Consider the ways of the ant 
6Go to the ant, you lazybones; 
consider its ways, and be wise. 
7Without having any chief 
or officer or ruler, 
8it prepares its food in summer, 
and gathers its sustenance in harvest. 
 
All say:  Bless the Lord, my soul and Bless God’s Holy name 
               Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life 
 
Autumn:  2 Corinthians 9: 6-7 Sow and reap generously 
6The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up 
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
All say:  Bless the Lord, my soul and Bless God’s Holy name 
               Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life 
 
Winter:  Exodus 34:21 Work six days, rest on seventh 
21Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even in plowing time 
and in harvest time you shall rest. 
 
All say:  Bless the Lord, my soul and Bless God’s Holy name 
               Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life 
 
Spring:  Colossians 3: 9-10 Clothed in the new self  
9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 
practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of its creator. 
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All say:  Bless the Lord, my soul and Bless God’s Holy name 
               Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life 
Hymn:  VU 309 Para, Para, Pitter Pat 
These young people in a church in Zhongshan, China use body percussion at the 
beginning of this hymn to imitate the sound of a rainstorm. Love the choreography! 

20161203 Para Para Pitter Pat_中山教會合唱團「流浪者之歌」公演 - YouTube 
 
1 Para*, para, pitter pat, 
  see it rain, see it rain; 
 para, para, pitter pat, 
  tell me why it rains. 
 So the garden hard and dry 
  will be softened by and by, 
 and the flowers one by one 
  soon will see the sun. 
 
2 Chira*, chira, wafting down, 
  see it snow, see it snow; 
 chira, chira, wafting down, 
  tell me why it snows. 
 So the branches everywhere 
  will a snowy blanket wear; 
 warm and cosy they will stay, 
  on a winter's day. 
 
3 Kira*, kira, little stars, 
  see them shine, see them shine; 
 kira, kira, little stars, 
  tell me why you shine. 
 So that others travelling, 
  over roads a-darkening, 
 soon will find their pathways bright, 
  in the starry light. 
 
4 Chuchu*, little bird, 
  hear it sing, hear it sing; 
 chuchu, little bird, 
  tell me why you sing. 
 So that others lonely, 
  listening to my melody, 
 in their hearts will hear me say, 
  'God loves you today’ 
* onomatopoeic Chinese words 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fX3GVTJpfYg
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Prayer of Illumination:   
Your word declares to us, Gracious God, 
That nothing can separate us from your love. 
Not life, nor death, nor things present, nor things to come 
Not rivers or mountains; not flooding or fire or other tragedies. 
May we hear again the power of your love for us. Amen 
 
Tikkun Olam:  Mending Our Relationship with Our Geography 
All say:   VU 308 Many and Great (v. 1) (keyboard plays) 
Dakota Hymn | Many and great | Native American Hymn P. Frazier | Waldorf Songs | 
Vrije School - YouTube 
All say:   Many and great, O God, are your works, 
       Maker of earth and sky. 
       Your hands have set the heavens with stars, 
       your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
       Lo, at your word the waters were formed; 
       deep seas obey your voice. 
 
Mountains:  Isaiah 25:6-8 On the mountain of God 
6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare 
    a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine— 
    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7 On this mountain he will destroy 
    the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; 
8     he will swallow up death forever. 
The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears 
    from all faces; 
he will remove his people’s disgrace 
    from all the earth. 
The Lord has spoken. 
 
All say:   Many and great, O God, are your works, 
       Maker of earth and sky. 
       Your hands have set the heavens with stars, 
       your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
       Lo, at your word the waters were formed; 
       deep seas obey your voice. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ll-2WEtb_40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ll-2WEtb_40
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Prairies:  Joel 2: 21-22 Do not fear, O Soil! 
21Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! 22Do not 
fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree 
bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
 
All say:   Many and great, O God, are your works, 
       Maker of earth and sky. 
       Your hands have set the heavens with stars, 
       your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
       Lo, at your word the waters were formed; 
       deep seas obey your voice. 
 
Animals and Birds:  Job 12: 7-8 Ask the animals and plants 
7 “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, 
    or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you; 
8 or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, 
    or let the fish in the sea inform you. 
 
All say:   Many and great, O God, are your works, 
       Maker of earth and sky. 
       Your hands have set the heavens with stars, 
       your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
       Lo, at your word the waters were formed; 
       deep seas obey your voice. 
 
River: Revelation 22: 1-2 The river of life 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On 
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit 
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations 
 
All say:   Many and great, O God, are your works, 
       Maker of earth and sky. 
       Your hands have set the heavens with stars, 
       your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
       Lo, at your word the waters were formed; 
       deep seas obey your voice. 
 
Reflection:  Mending our Relationship with Creation 
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Hymn:  MV 37 Each Blade of Grass 
This 2005 hymn was authored by Keri K. Wehlander and arranged by Linnea Good 
using an old 1799 tune published anonymously in an American hymnal. I encourage 
you to join in singing with Peninsula United Church in Surrey, BC. 
Each Blade of Grass-MV 37 - YouTube 
 
Each blade of grass, ev’ry wing that soars,  
the waves that sweep across a distant shore,  
make full the circle of God.  
Each laughing child, ev’ry gentle eye,  
a forest lit beneath a moon-bright sky,  
make full the circle of God.  
 
Each silent paw, ev’ry rounded stone,  
the buzz that echoes from a honey’d comb,  
make full the circle of God.  
Each fire-brimmed star, ev’ry outstretched hand,  
the wind that leaps and sails across the land,  
make full the circle of God.  
 
Each icy peak, ev’ry patterned shell,  
the joyous chorus that the dawn foretells,  
make full the circle of God.  
Each cosmic hue, ev’ry creature’s way,  
all form the beauty of this vast array,  
making full the circle of God. 
 
Minute for Reconciliation 
Child welfare 1) We call upon the federal, provincial, territorial, and Aboriginal 
governments to commit to reducing the number of Aboriginal children in care by:  

i. Monitoring and assessing neglect investigations. 
ii. Providing adequate resources to enable Aboriginal communities and child-

welfare organizations to keep Aboriginal families together where it is safe to 
do so, and to keep children in culturally appropriate environments, regardless 
of where they reside.  

iii. Ensuring that social workers and others who conduct child-welfare investigations 
are properly educated and trained about the history and impacts of residential 
schools.  

iv. Ensuring that social workers and others who conduct child-welfare investigations 
are properly educated and trained about the potential for Aboriginal communities 
and families to provide more appropriate solutions to family healing.  
v. Requiring that all child-welfare decision makers consider the impact of the 
residential school experience on children and their caregivers.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u8v5S-Ul3E
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2) We call upon the federal government, in collaboration with the provinces and 
territories, to prepare and publish annual reports on the number of Aboriginal children 
(First Nations, Inuit, and Métis) who are in care, compared with non-Aboriginal 
children, as well as the reasons for apprehension, the total spending on preventive and 
care services by child-welfare agencies, and the effectiveness of various interventions. 
 
 3) We call upon all levels of government to fully implement Jordan’s Principle.  
 
4) We call upon the federal government to enact Aboriginal child-welfare legislation 
that establishes national standards for Aboriginal child apprehension and custody 
cases and includes principles that:  
     i. Affirm the right of Aboriginal governments to establish and maintain their own 
child-welfare agencies.  
     ii. Require all child-welfare agencies and courts to take the residential school legacy 
into account in their decision making.  
     iii. Establish, as an important priority, a requirement that placements of Aboriginal 
children into temporary and permanent care be culturally appropriate.  
 
5) We call upon the federal, provincial, territorial, and Aboriginal governments to 
develop culturally appropriate parenting programs for Aboriginal families. 
 
Jordan’s Principle 

 
Jordan’s Principle was named after Jordan River Anderson 
Jordan was born in 1999 with complex medical needs and was a member of Norway 
House Cree Nation in Manitoba. 
Jordan was not able to leave the hospital until he was 2 years old, when doctors said he 
could move to a special home for his medical needs. However, the federal and 
provincial governments could not agree on who should pay for his home-based care. 
Jordan stayed in the hospital until he passed at the age of 5. 
In 2007, the House of Commons passed Jordan’s Principle in memory of Jordan. 
It was a commitment that First Nations children would get the products, services, and 
supports they need, when they need them. 
Today, Jordan’s Principle is a legal obligation, which means it has no end date, that will 
support First Nations children for generations to come. Jordan’s Principle makes sure 
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all First Nations children living in Canada can access the products, services and 
supports they need, when they need them. Funding can help with a wide range of 
health, social and educational needs, including the unique needs that First Nations, 
Two-Spirit and LGBTQQIA children and youth and those with disabilities may have. 
Initially, the federal government limited the access to this important service. We can 
thank the tireless dedication of Cindy Blackstock who was instrumental in bringing his 
about.  For more info check out this video :  Jordans Principle the story of Jordan River 
Anderson - Maurina Beadle - YouTube 
 
Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
May we imitate your generosity, Gracious God, as we offer these gifts to you.  May we 
model your justice, as we seek to bring hope to the broken all around us.  May we share 
the gift of your love with all who are alone and hurting, and simply looking for grace in 
their lives.  This we pray in the name of our Bread, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Offertory:  VU 232  Joyful, Joyful 
Verses 1 and 3 are performed in two-part harmony by members of the United Church of 
Hyde Park in Chicago. 
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (UMH 89 vs. 1 & 3) - YouTube 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore you, 
  God of glory, life and love; 
 hearts unfold like flowers before you, 
  opening to the sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
  drive the gloom of doubt away; 
 giver of immortal gladness, 
  fill us with the light of day. 
 
3 You are giving and forgiving, 
  ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
  ocean depth of happy rest! 
 Source of grace and fount of blessing, 
  let your light upon us shine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
  lift us to the joy divine. 
 
Prayers of the People    
 
Hymn: VU 710  Shall We Gather at the River 
The Annie Moses Band is an ensemble of siblings named after their great-grandmother, 
who picked cotton for a wealthy landowner in North Texas during the Great Depression 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGAvqRigxko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGAvqRigxko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ub5nPEvldh0
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and scrimped and saved for a few piano lessons for her daughter. This loving sacrifice 
began a legacy of music-making in the family. Here, the band performs a hauntingly 
beautiful rendition of "Shall We Gather at the River" (first verse only).  
Shall We Gather At The River (Live At Homestead Hall, Columbia, TN/2020) - 
YouTube 
 
1 Shall we gather at the river, 
 where bright angel feet have trod; 
 with its crystal tide for ever 
 flowing by the throne of God? 
  Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
  the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
  gather with the saints at the river 
  that flows by the throne of God. 
 
2 Ere we reach the shining river, 
 lay we every burden down; 
 grace our spirits will deliver, 
 and provide a robe and crown.  R 
 
3 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
 soon our pilgrimage will cease, 
 soon our happy hearts will quiver 
 with the melody of peace.  R 
 
Benediction:  VU 349  A Prayer 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Online Postlude:  Creation Hymn 
Stunning images have been paired with Dan Forrest's "Hymn of Creation," a work for 
SATB choir, piano, brass ensemble, and percussion. I hope you find it as uplifting as I 
do. Enjoy! 

1. Hymn of Creation - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEhHCQY4xuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEhHCQY4xuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baLDRH3zKd8

