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Lighting of the Christ Candle:  
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 
Opening Hymn:  VU 291  All Things Bright and Beautiful 
(Refrain at beginning and ending only) 
Sometimes we need a little reminder that many hymns began as poetry. Anglo-Irish 
hymnist and poet Cecil Frances Alexander penned the words to "All Things Bright and 
Beautiful," and she is also responsible for bringing us "Once in Royal David's City" 
among several others in Voices United. Thank you to Alessandrea Gomez for her lovely 
recitation, complete with actions. 

#all things bright and beautiful poem with action.😊😊 - YouTube 
 
R All things bright and beautiful, 
 all creatures great and small, 
 all things wise and wonderful: 
 in love, God made them all. 
 
1 Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 God made their glowing colours, 
 God made their tiny wings.   
 
2 The purple-headed mountains, 
 the river running by, 
 the sunset and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky;   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmaWFdPrBTc
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3 The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden: 
 God made them every one.   
 
4 The rocky mountain splendour, 
 the lone wolf's haunting call, 
 the great lakes and the prairies, 
 the forest in the fall;   
 
5 God gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God our maker, 
 who has made all things well.  R 
 
Call to Worship:  
One: This is the day that God has made 
     All:  This is a day of wonder and grace 
One:  This is a day to praise God 
     All:  This is a day to marvel at God’s handiwork 
One:  This is a day for seeking God’s will 
     All:  This is the day to worship God.  Amen 
 
Prayer for Reconciliation: 
Holy God, help us remember our Indigenous brothers and sisters.  Help us remember 
the struggle for their place in this land.  Open our eyes and reach out our hands to set 
right the injustices that have accrued since the arrival of the first settlers to the most 
recent act of discrimination.  Help us be the light that shines in the shadows. 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon: 
In creation, we see your constant, loving presence, O God. 
Yet we are weary and worn from life’s challenges. 
We turn our attention away from you and lose our way. 
Hear our silent prayers, O God, as we offer to you the burdens we carry. 
                                Silent prayer 

May your Spirit work within us with power and promise. 
May we become who you created each of us to be. 
May we open ourselves to Christ’s presence within. 
May we open ourselves to Jesus work of self-giving love.  Amen 
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Sung Response:  MV 130  Rise Up, Rise Up! 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, Oh my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
 
Prayer of Illumination:   
Let your word shine in each heart 
Let your truth light our way. 
Let your gospel inspire justice 
and your grace give us wings. 
 
Scripture:  Psalm 84 
1How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
2My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh sing 
for joy to the living God. 
3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay 
her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
4Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. Selah 
5Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
6As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also 
covers it with pools. 
7They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
8O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah 
9Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed. 
10For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness. 
11For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good thing does 
the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
12O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 
 
Hymn:  MV 8  And On This Path 
Thank you to Heather Jordan, Music Director at St George-in-the-Pines, for her 
beautiful music ministry. St George's website shares some interesting history about 
their congregation: the first Anglican service in Banff took place in 1887 in a log cabin, 
and by 1889 the people were worshiping in an on-site tent while their church building 
was being constructed. 
And On This Path - Heather Jordan - YouTube 
 

1 And on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide, 
     And on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide,  
     And on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide! 
     Open wide!  Open wide!  Open wide!  The gates are open wide! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZzKyDSQcMM


4 

 

 
2 So enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide, 
     So enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide, 
     So enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide! 
     Open wide!  Open wide!  Open wide!  The gates are open wide! 
 

Scripture:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our 
struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to 
stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on 
the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with 
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18Pray in the 
Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 
19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known 
with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. 
Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
  
Reflection  
 

Hymn:  VU 674 Fight the Good Fight 
The Scottish Festival Singers perform "Fight the Good Fight" using an alternate hymn 
tune called Duke Street – you might recognize this tune from "Jesus Shall Reign" (VU 
330). Not much is known about the eighteenth-century composer, John Warrington 
Hatton, but he apparently lived on Duke Street in St Helen's, Lancashire, England. 
Fight The Good Fight - YouTube 
 
1 Fight the good fight with all your might; 
 Christ is your strength and Christ your right; 
 lay hold on life, and it shall be 
 your joy and crown eternally. 
 
2 Run the straight race through God's good grace; 
 lift up your eyes, and seek Christ's face. 
 Life with its path before us lies; 
 Christ is the way, and Christ the prize. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7084t1epjMo
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3 Cast care aside, lean on your guide; 
 God's boundless mercy will provide; 
 trust, and the trusting soul shall prove 
 Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 
 
4 Faint not, nor fear, God's arms are near; 
 God changes not and you are dear. 
 Only believe, and Christ shall be 
 your all in all eternally. 
 
Minute for Mission 
It’s not easy being a trailblazer no matter where you live. Barari was the first farmer in 
her small Ethiopian village to practise conservation agriculture, a method of reducing 
tilling and using intercropping and mulching to improve the success of crops. 
Barari remembers the way the other farmers in her village laughed at her when she 
began to farm differently. “It is a waste of time,” they said. “It will never work.” 
Fast forward three seasons: Barari’s crops are overflowing. She beams with pride as she 
talks glowingly about her thriving crops, inviting visitors to taste her fava beans. 
Barari’s method of farming is so successful that she is able to feed her growing family of 
six. In fact, she has so much produce that she sells the extra to buy school supplies for 
her children. 
Barari learned these life-saving farming skills through a Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
program called Scaling-Up Conservation Agriculture in East Africa. 
The program is important because most of the African continent’s soil is poor quality 
compared to other parts of the world. In many areas the soil is so eroded that it is no 
longer productive. Conservation agriculture is key to improving the soil, which in turn 
saves lives. 
The United Church works in partnership with agencies that coordinate life-changing 
agricultural projects across the globe. Your generosity helps farmers feed their families 
and community. 
If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If 
you have not given, please help save and transform lives, inspire meaning and purpose, 
and build a better world through Mission & Service. 
Supporting vital agriculture programs is how you―how we―help make a lasting 
difference. 
 
This story is brought to you by Emma Taylor, who lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Emma participated in the Canadian Foodgrains Bank tour of Ethiopia through The 
United Church of Canada’s People in Partnership program, where she met Barari. 
Check out her blog post. 
 
 
 

https://united-church.ca/donate
https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/women-farmers-lead-way
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Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
May we imitate your generosity, Gracious God, as we offer these gifts to you.  May we 
model your justice, as we seek to bring hope to the broken all around us.  May we share 
the gift of your love with all who are alone and hurting, and simply looking for grace in 
their lives.  This we pray in the name of our Bread, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People   by Lorna Corzine, St. John’s U.C., Levack, Ont  
Ever-Loving God, thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to guide us through this world. 
The written truth, and the truth known within us, is comforting in these troubled times.  
   
We see the promise of a better future in the words of the Holy Spirit in the Bible. We 
pray earnestly for the time when all of these things will come to pass.  
   
We humbly ask that the Holy Spirit guide our leaders, both in the community and in 
the wider world, so that they can make decisions based in love for each other and by 
your will. We pray that the Holy Spirit moves us to do your will wherever we see 
injustice or hurt in this world. Give us the strength to act as Jesus would.  
   
As we patiently wait for the return of Jesus, we continue to pray for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in all that we do, say, and think. Help us listen to your word with open 
hearts.  
   
We ask all this through Jesus, as we pray this paraphrase of the prayer he taught …  
 
The Lord’s Prayer (VU 916 Paraphrase):   
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is in heaven: 
 
The hallowing of your name echo 
 through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed 
 by peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done 
 by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
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From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever. Amen 
 
Hymn: VU 686 God of Grace and God of Glory 
Please join in singing with the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City as 
they perform this hymn using an alternate tune . . . that you will recognize from "Guide 
Me, O Thou Great Jehovah" (VU 651). The descant in the final verse is glorious! 
Hymn – God of Grace and God of Glory - YouTube 

 
1 God of grace and God of glory, 
  on your people pour your power; 
 now fulfil your church's story; 
  bring its bud to glorious flower. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
  for the facing of this hour. 
 
2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
  scorn your Christ, assail your ways; 
 fears and doubts too long have bound us; 
  free our hearts to work and praise. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
  for the living of these days. 
 
3 Cure your children's warring madness, 
  bend our pride to your control; 
 shame our wanton selfish gladness, 
  rich in goods and poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
  lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 
4 Set our feet on lofty places, 
  gird our lives that they may be 
 armoured with all Christlike graces, 
  pledged to set all captives free. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
  that we fail not them nor thee. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1G6uArjXYI
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Benediction:  VU 349  A Prayer 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Online Postlude:  It is Well with My Soul 
The teens Malaika, Mahari, and Mikaili Foster – better known as the gospel group The 
Foster Triplets – hail from Westmoreland, Jamaica and are dedicated to ministering 
through music. In an article published in Jamaica's The Gleaner, Mikaili shares this 
story: "We were told by our parents that at the age of two during family worship, they 
heard us singing harmony. They nurtured that gift by surrounding us with gospel 
music. . . . As we grew older, it became a personal choice, because we got the conviction 
that this was what God wanted us to do." I hope you enjoy their rendition of "It is Well 
with My Soul." 
It Is Well - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXYMhz_mO7o

