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    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: (Adapt/Clarke Wells)  
Gathered here, we sense the Sacred in this place. 
May the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all. 
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 
Opening Hymn:  VU 260  God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness 
I invite you to sing along with Pacific Spirit United Church's wonderful Chamber Choir 
accompanied by Bryn Nixon on organ. Pacific Spirit's music ministry in Vancouver also 
includes a dynamic children's music program that offers free, professional-level vocal 
coaching and performance experience in a sacred space. 
God Who Gives to Life its Goodness - Voices United 260 - YouTube 
 
1 God who gives to life its goodness, 
  God creator of all joy, 
 God who gives to us our freedom, 
  God who blesses tool  and toy: 
 teach us now to laugh and praise you, 
  deep within  your praises sing, 
 till the whole creation dances 
  for the goodness of its King. 
 
2 God who fills the earth with beauty, 
  God who binds each friend to friend, 
 God who names us co-creators 
  God who wills that chaos end: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAkV9ucJ2AY
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 grant us now creative spirits, 
  minds responsive to your mind, 
 hearts and wills your rule extending 
  all our acts by Love refined. 
 
Call to Worship:  
One:  Praise God’s Glory and God’s rich wisdom! 
     All:  We lift our hearts in worship 
One:  May we hear God’s voice in this time 
     All:  May we hear God’s voice throughout creation 
One:  In the universe unfolding; 
In the thunder of the ocean’s surf  
In the delicate murmur of a babbling brook 
In the patter of raindrops on a leafy canopy, 
     All:  We experience God’s majestic life-giving voice 
One:  In the rustling of leaves moved by a Spring breeze, 
In the songs of the birds and the chatter of chipmunks, 
In the creatures of the woodlands and the prairies and the mountains, 
     All:  We experience God’s wondrous voice 
One:  In every corner of the earth and sky, 
In every flower and plant and tree; 
In the rocks and stones themselves 
     We experience God’s changing, transforming voice. 
One:  May we hear God’s voice in this time together and know the love and wisdom of 
God’s Word.  May God speak to us with a voice of loving kindness.  Speak to us through 
Jesus. Speak to us in the nudging of the Spirit.  Speak to us in the words and images of 
the Scripture.  Speak to us within the strength of a loving generous community.  May 
we experience your presence and respond.   Amen 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon: 
Divine, Loving Mystery, We are human and always learning.  We mess up, we get 
sidetracked, we lose our capacity for compassion. There will be things we have done or 
left undone, said or left unsaid that have taken us away from knowing your presence 
with us, that may have caused harm to ourselves or others. We open our minds and 
hearts and release it all to you in our silent prayer. 
 
We give thanks for your continual invitation to walk with you and to be 
transformed by your grace.  With you anything is possible and we are made 
whole.  With that assurance we give thanks!  Amen! 
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Prayer of Illumination:   
Let your word shine in each heart 
Let your truth light our way. 
Let your gospel inspire justice 
and your grace give us wings. 
 
Scripture: John 14: 1-3; 18-27 
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you?  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  

18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”  22 Judas (not 
Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the 
world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father 
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but 
is from the Father who sent me. 
25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate,[i] the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 
remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
not let them be afraid.  
 
Hymn:  VU 299  Teach Me, God, to Wonder 
Walter Farquharson, a former Moderator (1990-1992) of the United Church of Canada, 
wrote the words to this hymn as well as the last. Here, a socially distanced quartet at 
Peninsula United Church in Surrey, BC perform "Teach Me, God, to Wonder." 
TEACH ME, GOD, TO WONDER VU 299 - YouTube 
 
1 Teach me, God, to wonder, teach me, God, to see; 
 let your world of beauty capture me. 
  Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 
  life be celebrated, joy you give. 
 
2 Let me, God, be open, let me loving be; 
 let your world of people speak to me.  R 
 
3 Let me, God, be ready, let me be awake, 
 in your world of loving my place take.  R 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26684i
https://youtu.be/MR5D636CLjo
https://youtu.be/MR5D636CLjo
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4 Teach me, God, to know you, hear you when you speak, 
 see you in my neighbour when we meet.  R 
 
Scripture Sentences:  (each person will meditate on one of the following and then 
share with a neighbour) 
 
Isaiah 30:21 
And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” when 
you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 
 
John 6:63 
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life.” 
 
1 John 5:14 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according 
to his will he hears us. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness. 
 
Acts 13:2 
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 
 
Acts 17:11 
Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word 
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 
 
Deuteronomy 13:4 
You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear him and keep his commandments and 
obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him. 
 
Exodus 19:19 
And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God 
answered him in thunder. 
 
Ezekiel 43:2 
And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. And the sound of 
his coming was like the sound of many waters, and the earth shone with his glory. 
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Galatians 3:5 
Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works 
of the law, or by hearing with faith? 
 
Hebrews 2:1 
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it. 
 
Hebrews 3:15 
As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion.” 
 
Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 
 
Jeremiah 33:3 
“Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you 
have not known.” 
 
John 1:1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
John 10:16 
“And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 
 
John 16:13 
“When the Spirit of truth comes, she will guide you into all the truth, for she will not 
speak on her own authority, but whatever she hears she will speak, and she will declare 
to you the things that are to come.” 
 
John 5:25 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.” 
 
John 5:30 
“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I 
seek not my own will but the will of the One who sent me.” 
 
Luke 11:28 
But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 
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Mark 4:24 
And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you, and still more will be added to you.” 
 
Proverbs 20:27 
The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all his innermost parts. 
 
Psalm 119:105 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 
Psalm 29:3 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many 
waters. 
 
Psalm 85:8 
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his 
saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 
 
Revelation 3:20 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” 
 
Revelation 3:22 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
 
Reflections   
 

Hymn:  VU 626  I Heard the Voice of Jesus  
Jacob Moon is one of our locals: he is a singer-songwriter from Hamilton who 
completed his musical training at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo. Sahra 
Featherstone is a multi-instrumentalist (Celtic harp, violin, flute/whistle) based in 
Toronto, although she is currently taking a hiatus from music to explore other avenues. 
Jacob Moon with Sahra Featherstone - I heard the voice of Jesus Say - YouTube 
 
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
  'Come unto me and rest; 
 lay down, O weary one, lay down 
  your head upon my breast.' 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
  weary and worn and sad; 
 I found in him a resting place, 
  and he has made me glad. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49mfpuvmGUo
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2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
  'Behold, I freely give 
 the living water; thirsty one, 
  stoop down, and drink, and live.' 
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
  of that life-giving stream; 
 my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
  and now I live in him. 
 
3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
  'I am this dark world's light; 
 look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
  and all your day be bright.' 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found 
  in him my star, my sun; 
 and in that light of life I'll walk 
  till travelling days are done. 
 
Minute for Mission: 
Eleven million people live in Cuba. By mid-July, the country had a staggering average 
of over 400 confirmed COVID-19 cases per million residents daily, double the world 
average and more than any other country in the Americas for its size. 
Coupled with the continuing and strengthened US economic blockade, Cuba is now 
experiencing dire economic conditions, and shortages of food and medical supplies. 
The dramatic surge in cases related to the Delta variant has been felt most acutely in 
locations such as Cardenas and Matanzas where Mission & Service partners, The 
Christian Centre for Reflection and Dialogue (CCRD) and the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary (SET), are located. 
When hospitals in Cuba were pushed to capacity, both partners moved quickly to 
convert their buildings to help. Today, both the Christian Centre for Reflection and 
Dialogue and the Evangelical Theological Seminary are being used as a field hospitals 
and isolation centres for children and their families who have been exposed to the 
virus. 
At Evangelical Seminary in Matanzas a team of doctors and nurses attend to 120 
children and their accompanying parents, as well as other individuals who are 
suspected of having or are diagnosed with COVID-19. Seminary staff work to support 
the hospital, including providing food for the hospital on a daily basis. 
This generosity in action is also inspiring others to be generous, too. 
Local business owners and the public have begun to donate food, transportation, 
masks, and more to the Christian Centre for Reflection and Dialogue. “In recent days, 
we have welcomed representatives of different businesses in the city to our institution 
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with special contributions: cake, ice cream, jam, and graphic prints with hopeful 
messages,” says the Centre in a report, calling the groundswell of kindness “gratifying.” 
Throughout the pandemic, your support through Mission & Service has helped provide 
vital personal protective equipment, shelter, and food for people in Canada and around 
the world when they need it most. Now, it is also providing life-saving vaccines (opens 
in a new tab). 
Thank you for all the ways you are making a difference! 
 
Prayer of Dedication/Offering: 
May we imitate your generosity, Gracious God, as we offer these gifts to you.  May we 
model your justice, as we seek to bring hope to the broken all around us.  May we share 
the gift of your love with all who are alone and hurting, and simply looking for grace in 
their lives.  This we pray in the name of our Bread, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer:   
 
 

Hymn: VU 642  Be Thou My Vision 
Feel free to sing along or meditate on the lyrics of this Irish hymn, performed on violin 
and harp by two members of Webb Family Music. All twelve of the Webb children play 
piano and at least one other instrument! They began sharing their music in small 
lounge-room concerts before branching out to the wider community by playing for 
residents in their local nursing homes and retirement villages; for congregants at their 
Catholic church in Toowoomba, Australia; and for the global community via YouTube. 
Be Thou My Vision - Traditional (Violin & Harp) - YouTube 
 
1 Be thou my vision, O joy of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me save that thou art, 
 thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
 waking or sleeping thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, my calm in all strife; 
 I ever with thee, and thou in my life; 
 thou loving parent, thy child may I be, 
 thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 
3 Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight 
 be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 
 thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tower; 
 raise thou me heavenward, O power of my power. 
 
4 Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/covid-19-global-response
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/covid-19-global-response
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZfD5KrH5d8
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 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
5 Great God of heaven, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O ruler of all.  
 
Benediction:  VU 349  A Prayer 
 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
Online Postlude:  Lord I Know You've Been So Good 
Hasan Green is an Atlanta-based artist who has been posting songs and hymns on his 
YouTube channel for over ten years. Some recordings are from live concerts and gigs, 
some are with friends, some are accompanied . . . but many are unaccompanied, casual, 
at-home solo performances that showcase his passion for singing. In this recording, 
Hasan and his grandmother express their faith and gratitude for God in song. Enjoy! 
Lord I Know You've Been So Good-Hasan Green & Martha Holloway - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTyVzZOkk80

