
Service for Carlisle and Kilbride United Churches 

July 18th 2021 

Parking Lot Service, Carlisle, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Call to Worship: 

One: This is your day  

All: And we shall praise you  

One: This is your day  

All: And we shall declare your name  

One: This is your day  

All: And we shall listen to your voice 

 

Acknowledgement: 

We acknowledge the continuing need for us as a country, as a community, as a 

Church, to respect the history of our Indigenous peoples, their culture, their 

spirituality, and their land. 

 

Opening prayer: 

Here we are, Lord, your people, your Church meeting together, in your presence. 

We welcome each other and we welcome you. Make yourself known to us in new 

ways through our worship, our prayers, and our understanding of your Word today. 

 

Opening Hymn: VU 574 “Come Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love" 

This hymn (first link) is played and sung by Gareth Moore from the Isle of Man 

Methodist Church, using the tune in Voices United. If you feel like testing out a 

different tune accompanied by images of a green and sheep-filled countryside, try 

the version performed on piano by Clyde McLennan (second link) – perhaps you know 

this melody, too! 

Come let us sing of wonderful love - YouTube 

come let us sing of a wonderful love - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fJ2hiATs2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BZfXTCUbr8


Come, let us sing of a wonderful love, tender and true, tender and true, out of the 

heart of the Father above, streaming to me and to you: wonderful love, wonderful 

love dwells in the heart of the Father above. 

 

Jesus the Saviour this gospel to tell joyfully came, joyfully came, came with the 

helpless and hopeless to dwell, sharing their sorrow and shame, seeking the lost, 

seeking the lost, saving, redeeming at measureless cost. 

 

Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet; why do they roam? why do they roam? Love 

only waits to forgive and forget; home, weary wanderers, home! Wonderful love, 

wonderful love, dwells in the heart of the Father above. 

 

Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love! Come and abide, come and abide, lifting 

my life till it rises above envy and falsehood and pride: seeking to be, seeking to be 

lowly and humble, a learner of thee. 

 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon: 

Gracious God, we recognize that there are times when we have wrongful thoughts 

and deeds. Sometimes it is in things that we have done, sometimes it is in things we 

have left undone. It is all too easy to see the wrongdoing of others, rather than 

our own. We confess, too, that sometimes our hearing could be better, for we don’t 

always hear your voice in the midst of all the busyness and chaos of our everyday 

living. 

Help us to open our eyes, and our ears, so that we can see you in our actions and in 

the actions of others, and to hear your voice, at all times. 

The good news is – we are to trust in the Lord always, and know that we are 

forgiven, by the grace of God. 

 

Scripture: John 10:1-6, 11-15 

The Parable of the Good Shepherd 

Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth; the man who does not enter the sheepfold 

by the gate but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who 

goes in through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the 

gate for him; the sheep hear his voice as he calls his own sheep by name, and he 



leads them out. When he has brought them out, he goes ahead of them, and the 

sheep follow him, because they know his voice. They will not follow someone else; 

instead they will run away from such a person, because they do not know his voice”. 

Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand what he meant. 

In verse 11 he goes on to say “I am the good shepherd, who is willing to die for the 

sheep. When the hired man, who is not a shepherd and does not own the sheep, 

sees a wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away; so the wolf snatches the 

sheep and scatters them. The hired man runs away because he is only a hired man 

and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd. As the Father knows 

me and I know the Father, in the same way I know my sheep and they know me. And 

I am willing to die for them.” 

 

Reflection: Let’s all be…SMART SHEEP! 

Summary: Jesus will keep us safe in the sheepfold if we’re smart sheep and 

follow him. 

I’d like to start with a question – have any of you been told something like this 

“don’t be such a sheep” or has somebody said something to you that made you feel 

somewhat ‘sheepish’ ? (honk your horns if you have). 

Hmm! Well, I’m here to today to encourage you to be smart sheep – yes, I’m saying 

we should be smart sheep! 

Where do I begin? Maybe with a story. 

Two men were called on, in a large classroom, to recite the Twenty-Third Psalm. 

One was an orator, trained in speech techniques and drama. He repeated the psalm 

in a powerful way. When finished, the whole classroom cheered and asked for an 

encore that they might hear his wonderful voice again. Then the other man 

repeated the same words “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want…” but when 

he finished, no sound came from the class. Instead they sat in a mood of deep 

devotion and prayer. 

Then the first man got to his feet. “I have a confession to make”, he said. The 

difference between what you have just heard from my friend and what you heard 

from me is this… I know the Psalm, but my friend knows the Shepherd”. 

John uses many images in his Gospel, but the one that stands out for many of us is 

that of Jesus as a shepherd. Jesus is concerned with the welfare and care of his 

sheep. Just as a shepherd loves his sheep, Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd. 



He didn’t call himself King Jesus. He didn’t call himself the Prime Minister Jesus….  

He didn’t call himself Mayor Jesus…. He didn’t call himself Doctor Jesus…. 

Reverend Jesus…. or Chairman Jesus. 

No, he called himself a shepherd…. a servant…. a caretaker…. a watchman…. a 

provider…. He called himself a shepherd. That is what really stands out in our mind 

this morning. We are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

We depend on God for everything, and just as a shepherd watches over his sheep, 

so does God watch over his children, over us. 

In our reading this morning we hear of two caretakers in this account, the Good 

Shepherd and the hired hand. The hired hand has no connection to the sheep, no 

relationship with them. He thought of himself first and the sheep last. If a sheep 

was attacked by a wolf, or lost… oh well… 

Then there is the good shepherd. He has a special relationship with the flock of 

sheep, you could say they were like valued pets. There was nothing about his sheep 

that the good shepherd did not know. I think it fair to say that for us, with 

untrained eyes, the individual sheep in a flock pretty well look alike. A good 

shepherd, however, can tell them apart, often because of their markings or 

peculiar traits. 

A shepherd was explaining this to a friend who was surprised by his familiarity 

with each animal. “See that sheep over there” he asked. “Notice how its feet turn 

in a little. The one behind it walks kind of sideways; the next one has a patch of 

wool off his back; there’s one with a black mark below its eye, while the one closest 

to us has a small piece torn out of its ear. He knew them by name. These were not 

just sheep, they were Patch, Limpy, Tag, Nosey, and so on. As a good shepherd, he 

was always there for them. 

You see, a shepherd, in order to know his sheep and care for them, has to know 

them, to be close to them, to be there for them, to look after them. Likewise, 

Jesus came to earth to be close to his sheep. He took on our nature, lived life as 

we did. He came as a good shepherd. 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, knows our strengths and frailties, our disabilities, our 

blemishes, our needs, and watches over us with love and concern. 

I read of a cemetery with a tombstone that bears the following epitaph: 

“Pause, stranger, when you pass me by. As you are now, so once was I. As I am now, 

so you will be, so prepare for death and follow me”. 



An unknown passerby scratched the following reply underneath: 

“To follow you I’m not content – until I know which way you went”. 

I read this account about a man in Australia who was arrested and charged with 

stealing a sheep. But he vigorously protested that it was one of his own that had 

been missing for many days. When the case went to court, the judge didn’t know 

how to decide the matter. Finally he asked that the sheep be brought into the 

courtroom. Then he ordered the plaintiff to step outside and call the animal. The 

sheep made no response except to raise its head and look frightened. 

The judge then instructed the defendant to go to the courtyard and call the sheep. 

When the accused man began to make his distinctive call, the sheep ran toward the 

door and that voice. It was obvious that he recognized the familiar voice of his 

master. “His sheep knows him”, said the judge. “Case dismissed!” 

The sheep in our parable this morning are led by the shepherd, they follow him 

because they know his voice. We are told that the shepherd was willing to die for 

the sheep. 

This is the heart of our faith – that Jesus the Good Shepherd was willing to die 

for us. 

How, then, can we be anything else, but smart sheep? 

 

Prayer 

Father/Mother God, in Jesus we have a true shepherd. We have come this day as 

the sheep of his fold to worship you and give thanks for this great gift. Help us to 

draw close to you that by your love and your attentive listening we may become so 

familiar with Christ’s voice that we will not be led astray by any other. Amen 
 

Hymn: VU 747 “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 

This psalm has been set to many tunes and performed many times, making it 

difficult to select a recording! This lovely version for piano and percussion is 

provided by Linnea Good and David Jonsson. I encourage you to sing along as you 

enjoy the beautiful scenery. 

The Lord's My Shepherd - YouTube 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; he makes me down to lie in pastures green; 

he leadeth me, the quiet waters by. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAp59-DRXo0


My soul he doth restore again; and me to walk doth make within the paths of 

righteousness, even for his own name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill; for thou art with me; 

and thy rod and staff me comfort still. 

My table thou hast furnished, in presence of my foes; my head thou dost with oil 

anoint, and my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me, and in God’s house 

forevermore my dwelling place shall be. 

 

Prayers of the People: 

We thank you, compassionate God, that you hear the prayers of our hearts; all who 

rejoice at a baby’s new birth, all who mourn when the circle is incomplete, when a 

friend or loved one has died, all who are grateful when their work meets with 

success, all who suffer because no work is to be found; all who are bored, not 

having enough to do, all who are tired, having too much to do; all who are 

surrounded by the love of family and friends, all who are lonely Thank you for 

hearing us in every situation of life. Help us to support one another always; 

rejoicing with those who rejoice, and weeping with those who weep. We thank you 

that as our caring shepherd you look after us, helping us when we stumble, finding 

us when we are lost, guiding us towards safety. In such a way do we want to be 

joined together as members of the body of Christ, loving one another and serving 

the world. …and now, this little flock of your sheep, in Kilbride and Carlisle, join 

together as one in the prayer you taught us….Our Father…. 

Amen 

 

Hymn: VU 273 “The King of Love my Shepherd Is” 

Thanks to Dora for finding this beautiful arrangement by the Chelmsford Citadel 

Songsters of the Salvation Army in the UK, a "songster brigade" that was founded 

over 130 years ago! This version employs a different tune than we're used to, but 

onscreen lyrics are provided so that you can sing, speak, or silently reflect on them 

as you wish. 

The King of Love (Lyrics) - Chelmsford Citadel Songsters - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huZvQD87CIk


The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; I nothing lack if I 

am his and he is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow my ransomed soul he leadeth, and where the 

verdant pastures grow with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed; but yet in love he sought me, and on his 

shoulder gently laid, and home rejoicing brought me. 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear Lord, beside me; thy rod and staff 

my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; thy unction grace bestoweth; and O what 

transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never: Good Shepherd, 

may I sing thy praise within thy house forever! 

 

Benediction: 

Go gladly into the world Be filled with the love of God, rejoicing in the power 

of the Holy Spirit  

In the sure knowledge that Jesus the Shepherd believes in you, cares for you, 

is there for you – now, and always Amen 
 

Postlude: Carillon 
 

Online Postlude: "Sheep May Safely Graze" and "All We Like Sheep" 

Here are two well-known Baroque pieces on the theme of sheep: an instrumental 

version of the soprano aria "Sheep May Safely Graze" from J.S. Bach's Cantata 

No. 208 and the chorus "All We, Like Sheep" from G.F. Handel's Messiah. Handel is 

being a bit of a jokester here: if you listen carefully, at the end of the line "All we, 

like sheep, have gone astray" you can hear the vocal parts wander away in various 

directions. On the word "turned" in the line "We have turned every one to his own 

way," the choristers perform fast musical "turns." Who says Baroque music has to 

be serious all the time, anyway?! 

J. S. Bach: Cantata Nº 208, 'Sheep May Safely Graze', BWV 208 - YouTube 

Handel Messiah - All we like sheep have gone astray - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIUCRXMM4pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cJPnmpojiQ

