
SERVICE FOR JULY 11TH, 2021 

CARLISLE AND KILBRIDE UNITED CHURCHES 

Call to Worship: 

Joyful and Loving God, 

We come to worship this morning with a faith that fills our hearts with JOY – a faith 

worth singing about! Warm our hearts, fill our spirits, and put songs of praise upon our 

lips. Help us to celebrate not just our time together with you, but with each other. Amen 

Acknowledgement: 

Again, I express our heartbreak over our country’s past treatment of our Indigenous 

peoples, highlighted in the history of the residential schools. Surely our role is to 

encourage education and change, both in the area of their culture and in their land issues, 

and, equally important, acceptance and respect for their spirituality. We must move, as a 

church and individually, to do what we can towards reconciliation. 

Opening Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful we adore you” VU 232 

Dora found a lively a cappella recording by the Mennonite Hour Singers with beautiful 

background scenery. If you wish to sing along (and I hope you do!), I recommend following 

the lyrics in the video, since there is a brief interlude after the first verse and the third 

verse is truncated. 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee - YouTube 

Joyful, joyful we adore you, God of glory, life and love, 

hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

All your works with joy surround you, earth and heaven reflect your rays, 

stars and angels sing around you, centre of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain sound their praise eternally. 

You are giving and forgiving, every blessing ever blest, 

well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest. 

Source of grace and fount of blessing, let your light upon us shine, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GisCqoTZiH0


teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 

Mortals join the mighty chorus, which the morning stars began; 

God’s own love is reigning o’er us, joining people hand in hand. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 

joyful music leads us sun-ward, in the triumph song of life. 

Opening Prayer: 

Gracious God: 

We ask your blessing in and through this time of worship. In our time together create in 

us a deeper love for you and for our neighbours. 

In this season of summer, let us walk gently upon the earth, let us look with wonder, 

touch with reverent delight, hear with compassionate ears, speak with caring voices, for 

this is a world created by a loving God.  

Miracles are scattered all around us – sun-washed sky, sun drenched earth, star jeweled 

night, rainbow blessed days. May we be open to the wonders of your earth. May we also 

be open to the needs of your people. Amen 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon: 

God of all people: 

Even as we are grateful for our families, the beauty that surrounds us, for the health we 

take for granted, we know that all too often we fail to give you thanks. 

Forgive us for our failure to do as we should, for the opportunities we have missed, for 

the courage we have lacked, for the fear of what people might think of us or say to us, 

that has kept us silent. 

Forgive us, too, for past mistakes that cannot be corrected, that we might learn from 

them and make amends, where possible. 

Know this – if there is one thing above all else that we want to be sure of in this 

Christian walk of life, it’s assurance of pardon. Assurance of Pardon refers to our belief 

that God forgives us, that we trust in him for that forgiveness, and that he will heal all. 

Amen 

 



Hymn: VU 697 “O for a World” 

One of the pandemic's many virtual choir recordings, this version of "O for a World" is 

performed by the Grosse Pointe Memorial Church in Michigan with James Biery on organ. 

O For a World - YouTube 
 

O for a world where everyone respects each other's way, 

where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise. 

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved, 

where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved. 

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice 

that opens us to unity and gives our vision voice. 

The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the foolish ones are wise. 

Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, who perishes will rise. 

O for a world preparing for God's glorious reign of peace, 

where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease. 

Scripture: Luke 2:8-14 – a scripture we normally hear at Christmas time, but 

appropriate in any ‘Christ-time’, and joyfully shared again today. 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in 

the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them 

“Don’t be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the 

people. This very day in David’s town your Saviour was born – Christ the Lord! And this is 

what will prove it to you; you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 

Suddenly a great army of heaven’s angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God. 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is 

pleased”. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OJanH5zQdw


Reflection: JOY TO THE WORLD 

Throughout December, leading up to Christmas, our emphasis is on the birth of Christ and 

the great joy that brings, both in those days and in the ensuing centuries and very much 

so in our time. Here in summer time, we don’t think much about Christmas, or at least 

what has become of our Christmases – mostly a time of gift giving, family time, while yes, 

also celebrating the joy that the birth of the Christ-child brings. So it is that on this 

summer’s day, I am again sharing our Christmas story of good news, and joy. 

Joy! Are we, today, a joyful people? 

There was once a young boy who went to spend the week with his grandfather on the 

farm. While walking around he noticed the chickens, they were scratching and playing 

around. The little boy said “They ain’t got it”. Next he saw a colt in the field playing and 

kicking up its heels and he again said “he ain’t got it”. As he moved around the farm, 

looking at all the animals, and seeing that none of them had “it” he finally found the old 

donkey in the barn. When he saw the donkey’s long, frowning face and the way it just 

stood there, he yelled for his grandfather to come quick. “I found it, I found it” he kept 

yelling. When his grandfather asked what he had found, he said “grampa, I found an 

animal that has the same kind of religion you have”. 

A kind of funny story, but it makes one think. Is that the kind of religion we have? Do 

people see us with long, sad faces? Or do they see us with smiles on our faces as we 

joyfully worship God. We need to remember that God created smiles and he created 

laughter. 

When we are here in worship, we hear many things. But there are some things we never 

hear in church. For example “Hey, it’s my turn to sit in the front row” or “I love it when 

we sing worship songs I’ve never heard before”.  

We don’t usually hear a lot of laughter – I have in the past, usually when I make some kind 

of blooper like the time in Kilbride one year when, on a hot, muggy day I suggested that 

everyone remain seated for the next hymn, and then I announced it “Stand up, stand up 

for Jesus”.  

It’s good to laugh, isn’t it? I read somewhere that a child laughs 400 times a day on the 

average, while an adult laughs only 15 times each day. Which makes no sense to me since 

laughter feels so good and is so good for us. 



Three elderly sisters were discussing the challenges of getting older. One said 

“sometimes I catch myself with a jar of mayonnaise in my hand in front of the 

refrigerator and I can’t remember whether I need to put it away, or start making a 

sandwich”. 

The second sister chimed in “I know. Sometimes I find myself on the landing of the stairs 

and I can’t remember whether I was on my way up or on my way down”. 

The third one responded “Well, I’m glad I don’t have that problem, knock on wood – IS 

THAT THE FRONT DOOR OR THE BACK DOOR?” 

I do hope that you got one or two chuckles – it’s good to laugh, isn’t it? 

I’d like now to share with you about a man who LAUGHED and that’s our joyful Jesus! 

That’s right. I want to lift up to you this morning a picture of Jesus laughing. Some 2,000 

years ago, Jesus came to earth and brought a wonderful change to our lives. He brought 

hope to a lost and hopeless world, he brought peace which goes deeper than any the world 

could give, but he had a secret…. an open secret, spread throughout the entire New 

Testament. It’s a secret that explains the grip that Jesus Christ has had on his followers 

for over 2,000 years. The secret of Jesus was, and is, HIS INNER JOY. 

Now, you won’t find one scripture verse in the Bible that says Jesus laughed. When we do 

read of emotions expressed by Jesus, what are they? The ones that immediately come to 

mind for me are anger and sorrow. 

In Matthew 21, “Jesus drove out the sheep and the oxen, scattered the moneychanger’s 

coins…and told them “get these things out of here. Don’t turn my Father’s house into a 

marketplace”. And, in the shortest verse in the Bible John 11:35 “Jesus wept”. 

Nowhere can be found any mention of Jesus laughing, but I believe he did, and that he 

did it frequently. Maybe not out loud, but in his tremendous sense of JOY.  

The JOY of Jesus was evident in is great sense of humour. He had the ability to see the 

comical side of many a human situation or predicament. His good-natured response to life 

was ROOTED IN A GREAT INNER JOY! 

The JOY OF THE LORD was at the tomb of the resurrected Lazarus, overshadowing the 

sadness and disappointment of the dead man’s sisters. 

JOY was there when a woman caught in the act of adultery was forgiven and released 

from her sin. 



JOY was there when the deaf heard, the blind saw, and the lame walked. 

JOY was there when the little children flocked to Jesus. 

JOY was there when the boy gave Jesus his lunch so that HE could work a miracle and 

feed the thousands. 

EVERYWHERE JESUS WENT, THERE WAS JOY1 

We, too, express the JOY of the Lord in smiles and laughter and shouts and good cheer, 

in little acts of kindness, and we experience his JOY through worship, praise, prayer and 

song, in witnessing, in helping others, in fellowship and discipleship, and, wouldn’t you 

agree with me, we experience the Joy of Jesus here in both our churches. If you agree 

with me, those of you in your cars, honk your horns….. 

God created smiles and he created laughter! But sometimes I think is playing to an 

audience that’s afraid to laugh. We’re so stressed by trying to live right, eat right, think 

right, act right, speak right, parent right, exercise right, look right – that we’ve 

forgotten the Joy of Jesus. 

In this past constricted time during the Covid pandemic, I have to admit that for me, one 

big thing where I experience joy is in ….FOOD! For many who feel the same, and for me, 

this brings with it a few extra pounds and a resolution to move towards a more sensible 

diet. Let me say that there’s nothing wrong with dropping excess weight. There are 

definite health benefits. But this also can bring about stress.  

I read this comment recently, from Philip LeFebvre, whoever he is, but it struck me 

enough to record it “You do realize” he wrote, “that if you stand in front of the pastry 

case at the coffee shop and calculate calories in your head, trying to figure out if a 

cookie is going to show up on your hips, you are actually doing more damage to your heart 

from the stress than if you simply ate the darn cookie and allowed yourself to experience 

the joy of it, right?” (well, that’s my argument, too) 

The truth of the matter is that you can eat right, drink your bottled water (which brings 

its own problems re the environment) take your vitamins, get plenty of sleep, and still get 

hit by a bus. Looking out the windows at your broken body will be a bunch of people who 

didn’t think twice about eating that cookie. 



So I suggest we are to go ahead, relax, don’t worry about that extra cookie. God has 

created a wonderful world for us, and he wants us to experience joy! Think back to our 

familiar Christmas message. It’s not “Stress to the world, the Lord has come”. 

The good news then, and now, was “I bring you tidings of great joy that will be for all 

people.” We can be so stressed by trying to live right, eat right, think right, act right, 

speak right, parent right, exercise right, look right…that we’ve forgotten the joy of 

Jesus. 

Jesus came to this world as a babe in a manger. Jesus brought hope to the hopeless. The 

‘Prince of Peace’ brought peace amid the turmoil of his world. Today, in the turmoil of this 

present day in our world, it is this hope, this peace that will give us the joy of Jesus. 

As Jesus himself said “Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed 

are you who weep now, for you will laugh “ (Luke 6:21)  

The laughter of Jesus is the laughter of hope, of peace, and of joy. 

JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Hymn: “Give to us laughter” VU 624 

This recording of verses 1, 2, and 4 features singers Amber Merritt (soprano) and 

Nicholas Music (tenor) with a wonderful piano accompaniment by Naki Kripfgans. Looks 

like Naki had a little fun with the video editing – hope it makes you smile! 

Hymn: Give to Us Laughter - YouTube 

Give to us laughter, O Source of our life. 

Laughter can banish so much of our strife. 

Laughter and love give us wholeness and health. 

Laughter and love are the coin of true wealth. 

Give to us laughter as sign of deep joy; 

let us in laughing find Christian employ, 

joining with stars and with bright northern lights, 

laughing and praising and sharing delights. 

Why do we worry that we will lose face? 

Why act like king for the whole human race? 

Often in family, and often with friend, 

laughing at pride causes anguish to end. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXyKhH67Uas


Even in sorrow and hours of grief, 

laughter with tears brings most healing relief. 

God, give us laughter, and God, give us peace, 

joys of your presence among us increase. 

Prayers of the People: 

God of all people: 

We thank you, God of Grace, for this earth, for bread and light, for the people around us 

today, yesterday and every day. We thank you for our lives, here and now, lives that are 

both extra-ordinary and ordinary. 

We pray for the things here in Kilbride and Carlisle that we take for granted - for food 

and drink every day, for clothes to wear, for our journey through life, with all its ups and 

downs, and for each of us, a home to go to after this service. 

Let us also pray and give thanks for the air we breathe, for the voice we use this morning 

in the singing of our hymns and the hearing of each other through the magic of our car 

radios, or through our internet.  

We are grateful, too, for the sun and the rain in their seasons, for plants and all 

creatures that they may grow and prosper. Let us pray for all these things that are part 

of our daily lives, that we take for granted, but which come from God, our creator. 

We give thanks as we move towards safer times within our pandemic, while at the same 

time never forgetting the heavy hearts of those suffering loss, both of life and economic 

stability. 

We also pray for what we need most of all – the understanding and affection of our 

fellow beings, for the faithfulness of friends, for the faithfulness of God, for the 

generosity of those we have offended, for the love of those we love. Let us pray for a 

safe future for our children, joy in our living, and as we grow older, a well-earned rest. 

We pray for pleasure in our work, for patience in adversity, and especially in this world of 

unrest – peace on earth. 

In our affluent society, it is all too easy to forget those who lack the most vital 

necessities. In our comfortable life-styles, let us never forget the unconscionable abuses 

of the past within our own country, towards our indigenous people, and our ongoing 

disregard and respect for the rights and culture of the earliest known inhabitants of our 



country, the aboriginal Inuit, Metis and First Nations people. Ignorance does not deflect 

from our culpability. We pray to do better. 

So many things we pray for. May we continue with the sincere hope and knowledge that 

our prayers are heard. 

Let us take a moment in silence to lift up in prayer all those in need, both known and 

unknown to us….. 

We further pray our family prayer…. Our Father…. 

Amen 

Hymn: VU 59 “Joy to the World” 

Hope you enjoy this a cappella pop version of a Christmas classic. It is performed by 

Pentatonix, the group that won the third season of NBC's The Sing-Off and first became 

known for their popular covers with compelling vocal harmonies, deep basslines, and vocal 

percussion or beatboxing (the musician on the far right in the video). If you wish to join 

in, verses 1, 2, and 4 are performed with brief interludes. Enjoy! 

[Official Video] Joy To The World – Pentatonix - YouTube 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground: 

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the earth with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Benediction:  

Go joyfully into the world, remembering who you are, and to whom you belong. Sing, 

create, rejoice, dance to the song of the spirit, be filled with the love of God,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Xo64Q2ucQ8


Know that the blessing of God goes with you, directing, teaching, guiding, this day an 

always.  

Postlude: Carillon 

Online Postlude: "Ode to Joy" 

This recording is a special "flash mob" performance of Beethoven's "An die Freude" (our 

hymn "Joyful, Joyful") in a Spanish plaza. I like to think of it as an illustration of the 

ripple effects one act of joy or kindness can create! 

AMAZING - Flash Mob - Started by one little girl - Ode to Joy - YouTube 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxLbmnvMWM0

