
SERVICE FOR JULY 4th 2021 

CARLISLE AND KILBRIDE UNITED CHURCHES 

Parking Lot Service, in Carlisle at 10:00 am 

Call to worship: 

One:  Our two churches have gathered once again, outside the walls of our church, and 

inside the walls of our cars.  But while we are marginally separated by these walls, we are 

totally joined together as one, in worship, in fellowship, and in love. 

All:  There are no walls that can separate us from the love of God.  As we sing and 

pray together, we celebrate God’s presence with us. 

Acknowledgement: 

I think I speak for all of us when I say we are heartbroken about the recent discoveries 

of the burial sites in B.C. and Saskatchewan.  Recognizing that we worship on land that is 

sacred to the local Indigenous peoples, we respect their history, their spirituality and 

their culture. 

Opening Hymn: “We praise you O God”                  VU 218 

For those of you missing the sound of the organ, here's an instrumental version of "We 

Praise You, O God" played by Rodney Jantzi on a beautiful turn-of-the-century pump 

organ made in Berlin, Ontario (now Kitchener). Feel free to sing along! 

We praise Thee, O God, our Redeemer, Creator (Kremser) - Hymn - Berlin Reed Organ - 

YouTube 

We praise you O God, our Redeemer, Creator,                                                                   

in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.                                                                        

We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you,                                                                  

we bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

We worship you, God of our mothers and fathers,                                                         

through trial and tempest, companion and guide.                                                                                                                       

When perils o’er take us, you will not forsake us,                                                              

but faithful to your promise, you walk by our side. 

With voices united our praises we offer,                                                                         

and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.                                                                 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-8BD1KJpOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-8BD1KJpOk


Our sins now confessing, we pray for your blessing,                                                           

to you our great Redeemer forever be praise! 

Opening prayer: 

God our Provider, we drove to church today or went on line to be with you in a special way 

- needing you in different ways.  Some of us need strength because we are facing 

challenges.  Some of us need hope, because we feel like giving up.  Some of us need love, 

because we are feeling alone.  Some of us are anxious, because of the Covid pandemic.  

Some of us simply happy to be here,  trusting  that you will provide for us in our time 

together, whether through words or music, or in a quiet moment of reflection.             

The good  news this morning -   you are here,  you are with us, you have our back.       

Amen 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon: 

After a year of struggling to follow Jesus faithfully, we know how we have worn down 

ourselves and others with our anxious thoughts, how we have wearied loved ones with 

perhaps some poor choices, or indecision, - yet we also recognize that in every moment of 

every day God has been with us with that love which never gives up, that grace which is 

always offered freely to us.  So let us come with our prayers, to God’s heart, seeking to 

stay as faithful as we can in these days. 

God hears our prayers, listens to our hearts, walks with us in these moments and in 

all the ones to come, filling us with forgiveness in all things… and hope.          

Thanks be to God! 

Scripture:  Psalms 139:1-12 

The Book of Psalms is the hymn book and prayer book of the Bible, sometimes called 

religious poems, and Psalms 139 is in the section in praise of God’s goodness. 

139 – God’s complete knowledge and care 

“Lord, you have examined me and you know me.  You know everything I do; from far away 

you understand all my thoughts.  You see me, whether I am working or resting;  you know 

all my actions.  Even before I speak, you already know what I will say.  You are all round 

me on every side; you protect me with your power.  Your knowledge of me is too deep; it is 

beyond my understanding. 



Where could I go to escape from you?  Where could I get away from your presence?  If 

I went up to heaven, you would be there;  if I lay down in the world of the dead, you 

would be there.  If I flew away beyond the east or lived in the farthest place in the west, 

you would be there to lead me.  I could ask the darkness to hide me or the light round me 

to turn into night, but even the darkness is not dark for you, and the night is as bright as 

the day.  Darkness and light are the same to you.” 

Reflection:  We know “He’s got our back!”  

[https://irp.cdn-website.com/86722f72/files/uploaded/HE%27S_GOT_YOUR_BACK.pdf]        

Hymn: “He’s got the whole world, in his hand” 

This energetic performance by the African Children's Choir is Dora's wonderful find. The 

ensemble was founded in 1984 when human rights activist Ray Barnett and his team came 

up with a way to help the many orphaned and vulnerable children affected by Uganda's 

civil war. The choir, which in early years toured primarily in North America and the UK, 

not only became a voice for other vulnerable children, but also enabled the young singers 

to provide for their own support and education through tour proceeds and the generosity 

of sponsors and donors. Hope you enjoy! 

The African Children's Choir - He's Got the Whole World in His Hands [Live] - YouTube 

He's got the whole world in His hands…. 

He's got the wind and the rain in His hands…. 

He's got the tiny little baby in His hands…. 

He's got you and me, brother, in His hands…. 

Prayers of the People: 

God of all people, all faiths, There is so much negativity in our papers, our computers, 

our TV’s, bringing with it worries and concerns.  After more than a year of shutdowns and 

social distancing, even now, with the lifting of many restrictions, the future seems 

uncertain.   We have to admit that at times, it is difficult to see beyond the worries, the 

uncertainties, the unknowns.   Let us in this moment dwell on the positives in our lives. 

We give thanks for all that uplifts us – just being here together, in worship, gives us 

much joy.  The love we feel within our families, within our community, even across our 

world as we read and hear of stories of people reaching out to others in need of help and 

caring at times of pain.  The atrocities we hear about bring with it countless examples of 

https://irp.cdn-website.com/86722f72/files/uploaded/HE%27S_GOT_YOUR_BACK.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHZUMt2Zk1I


love and compassion.  As we draw together through the sharing of pain and injustice, the 

caring, generous responses of peoples around the world bring with it hope – hope for 

healing, and change. 

Father, mother God, we give thanks for the gift of your son, beside us, influencing every 

move, behind us, holding us secure, beneath us, inspiring our dreams, above us, filling our 

hearts with your truth, and most of all we are grateful for Jesus within us, ever present 

and cherished. 

We recently celebrated “Fathers’ Day” as a separate day in our year, but how fortunate 

we are that for us, as children of God, EVERY day is our Father’s day! 

We give thanks that we live in a country with so many freedoms, mostly peaceful, full of 

beauty, full of choices.   

We give thanks that we have a faith that assures us that good always outweighs bad, that 

God is always there for us, that God will always have our back, that love never ends. 

With this in mind we pray for all those around the world facing fear, uncertainty, 

injustice – that somehow, in time, change will happen and healing and wholeness will take 

place. 

We pray for those nearby, in our communities, in need of that same healing and wholeness 

in their lives.  Especially we pray for our Indigenous peoples that they may know that our 

hearts go out to them as we seek for ways to change.  Words are not enough, there has 

to be action and we pray for wisdom to know what we can do. 

We pray further for ourselves, this faith community of Carlisle and Kilbride, for each 

person here and for those at home, for whatever is their need, both known and unknown.   

As one people, let us pray together our family prayer…..Our Father…. 

Hymn: “What a friend we have in Jesus”   VU 664 

Thanks to Dora for finding this version of an old favourite performed by the Voice of 

Praise Quartet, an a cappella Mennonite male ensemble from Gladys, Virginia, formed in 

1987. What lovely close harmonies! 

What A Friend We Have in Jesus - YouTube 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!                                    

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.                                                          

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XRmGEbH0qs


O what peace we often forfeit,  O what needless pain we bear,                                         

all because we do not carry  everything to God in prayer. 

Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere”                                         

We should never be discouraged, take it to the lord in prayer.                                       

Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share?                                   

Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Are we weak and heavy laden, encumbered with a load of care?                                        

Christ the Saviour is our refuge, take it to the lord in prayer.                                         

Do our friends despise, forsake us?  Are we tempted to despair?                               

Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, and we’ll find new courage there.         

Benediction: 

Brothers and sisters, friends, our corporate time in worship has come to an end.   Go, as 

individuals into your work and homes, serving your Saviour with love, delighting in the life 

God has given you, and may God go with you until we meet again.               Amen 

Postlude:  Carillon 

Online Postlude:  "I Know Who Holds Tomorrow" 

I hope you enjoy this performance by the bluegrass family band The Petersens. This 

gospel song, composed by Ira Stanphill in 1950, offers a message of reassurance: "Many 

things about tomorrow I don't seem to understand, but I know who holds tomorrow and I 

know who holds my hand." 

I Know Who Holds Tomorrow - The Petersens (LIVE) - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7BtGs1w6hA

