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  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 

            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: (Reader – Erika Friesen) 
The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   
     (light the candle) 
We welcome the light 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land: (Reader – Erika Friesen) 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 
territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. May our worship honour 
all who have stewarded this land and may we continue to seek right relations with all. 
 
Call to Worship: (Reader – Erika Friesen) 
                           ~ written by Rev. Mindi   

Loving God, You have been both Mother and Father to us.  
We remember how Jesus called out to You, “Abba” on earth,  
recognizing that You are closer to us than our earthly parents.  
Your love and care for us is expressed 
in the different ways we are loved and cared for by others.  
We thank You for all the male figures in our lives  
who have shared Your love with us.  
We ask that You guide and nurture new fathers and fathers-to-be.  
We seek Your forgiveness for fathers who have fallen short,  
for models of fatherhood that were limiting rather than embracing,  
for that is not Your model.  
You are our ever-loving Parent, Father and Mother of us all.  
Grant Your wisdom to all fathers and fatherly figures  
to love their children as You have loved Your children. 
We thank You, O God,  
for the blessing of parents in our lives. 
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Abba,  
we pray with those who are mourning the loss of fathers today,  
and for those whose fathers were absent or abusive.  
Ease their pain on this day, loving God.  
May they know Your embrace,  
and that You are more than Father or Mother to us– 
You are the all-loving, all-caring Parent,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
who counts the hairs on our heads. 
We thank You, O God,  
that You are always with us,  
that You will never leave us or forsake us. 
 
On this day we recognize our fathers and stepfathers, 
those who have nurtured and guided us in our lives. 
We thank You, O God,  
for those who have been fathers to us. 
 
We honor our grandfathers, our uncles and brothers,  
those who have demonstrated love and care to us in our lives. 
We thank You, O God,  
for those who have been like fathers to us. 
 
We appreciate our teachers, leaders and pastors,  
who have been both male and female,  
but we especially honor those who have extended  
fatherly tenderness and love in our lives in our past and present. 
We thank You, O God,  
for those who have fulfilled a fatherly role in our lives. 
 
We thank You for this day,  
and ask that You bless all of Your children with Your love,  
as a wonderful parent loves their child.   Amen.               
 
Opening Hymn:  VU242  Let All Things Now Living 
First-Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska presents a lively version of the Ash Grove 
tune, complete with whistling and an exciting solo organ verse. Get ready to sing with 
gusto!  
Let All things Now Living - YouTube 
 
1 Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
  to God our Creator triumphantly raise; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ow9JJ6Y-Xoo
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 who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
  by guiding us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, pure light goes before us, 
  a pillar of fire shining forth in the night; 
 till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 
  as forward we travel from light into Light. 
 
2 By law God enforces, the stars in their courses 
  and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
  the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
  with glad adoration a song let us raise: 
 till all things now living unite in thanksgiving, 
  to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon: 
Holy One, we know we have done or left undone things that have turned us from your 
Will.  We give those things to you now in silent prayer. 

(silence) 
Loving God, when we are inclined to worry or panic, 
speak with authority to us. 
Speak directly through Jesus so that fears may be confronted 
and our faith reinstated. 
Through him and in him let us spend our days and nights 
with the courage and peace of those who know 
they are being saved and sustained 
by an imperturbable grace. 
We know that you are with us at all times.  
We know that you love with unconditional love and always offer your grace. So with 
grateful hearts we sing with confidence and joy:   
 
Choral Response:  MV 130  Rise Up, Rise Up 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name.  
Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name 
 
Litany of Blessings for Fathers: 
O Giver of Life, we will be listening to your word today. Our hearts will be listening to 
your Spirit this morning. Those of us who are fathers particularly will be listening. 
Because we love our sons and daughters, like you our heavenly parent, we want our 
children to be strong, wise, mature, gentle and loving. Daily bring to our hearts what 
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and how our roles as fathers mean to these children in our lives. For those men among 
us who are not fathers, give us the vision and the heart to love these children as our 
very own. 
 
For all of us, children, women and men, accept our thanks for the gift of our very own 
lives in which each of our own fathers played a part. Some of us can easily thank you for 
our fathers, remembering many wonderful experiences. Others of us may not be so 
fortunate. Hear us as we express our thanks to you for giving us those who have loved 
us as fathers, initiated with us and encouraged us throughout our lives. 
Bless the men who fathered us into birth, for the men we have called father and dad.   
God grant them joy. 
 
Bless expectant fathers.  God grant them patience. 
 
Bless new fathers experiencing changes they could not predict.  God grant them 
confidence to trust you for the future. 
 
Bless those who never expected or wanted to be fathers 
 
Bless those whose desire to become a father has not been realized.  God help them 
reach out to other children in love. 
 
Bless all men who have assumed the father’s role in a child’s life.  God grant them 
satisfaction for a job well done. 
 
Bless those fathers whose children have gone astray, who haven’t the words to reach 
them, and yet have never put them from their heart.  God keep them steadfast.    
 
Bless foster fathers, step fathers, and fathers by adoption.  God grant them true 
happiness in the mystery of fatherhood. 
 
Bless all who have been deprived of their fathers, through war, violence or 
imprisonment.   God grant them assurance of love sustained even in absence. 
 
Bless our fathers who, by their words and actions, have shown us the face of our 
heavenly Father. God grant them guidance to continue to teach us your ways. 
 
Bless those fathers whose parenting fell short or caused harm.  God give them 
forgiveness. 
 
Bless our fathers who raise children on their own.  God give them strength. 
 
Bless those who lost a child through abortion.  God give them peace. 
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Bless the fathers and sons and daughters who have been separated because of divorce, 
separation or addiction.  God grant that wounds may be healed, and in their loss, may 
forgiveness be found. 
 
Bless fathers who balance work outside the home and within.  God give them clarity. 
 
Bless those we call father, who showed us how to throw a ball or cook a meal, 
who taught us how to drive and showed mercy upon us for the dents.  God keep them. 
 
Bless those we call father, who kissed away our hurts, calmed all our fears, 
and protected us as best they could.  God grant them honour. 
 
Bless fathers who have been rejected.  God grant them serenity. 
 
Bless those whose fathers have left home in search of work in another land.  
            God give them patience and hope till they are reunited.  
 
Bless the men those whose arms ache to cradle their own children, for fathers who have 
borne the pain of losing a child.   God grant them peace and hope. 
 
Bless fathers who have laid down their lives for their children. 
God grant them eternal peace. 
  
Giver of Life, we pray to you this day, for the men who have taken up the trust of 
fatherhood in our lives. We thank you for the gift of these men in our lives. We thank 
you for their strength and integrity. We honor their patience and sacrifices. For all 
fathers, living or dead, those nearby or those distanced by miles, disease, or division, 
grant that they all may be embraced and strengthened by the loving arms of God, the 
one Parent of us all. 
All: Amen. 
 
Hymn:  VU 603 In Loving Partnership We Come 
Thanks to Peninsula United Church in BC for their performance of Jim Strathdee's 
1982 hymn. PUC is a new congregation: it formed when three churches in South Surrey 
and White Rock (Crescent, First, and Sunnyside United Churches) amalgamated in 
2017. This makes the lyrics to this hymn all the more potent! 
IN LOVING PARTNERSHIP WE COME VU 603 - YouTube 
 
1 In loving partnership we come, 
 seeking, O God, your will to do. 
 Our prayers and actions now receive; 
 we freely offer them to you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diSW5n55mXo
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2 We are the hands and feet of Christ, 
 serving by grace each other's need. 
 We dare to risk and sacrifice 
 with truthful word and faithful deed. 
 
3 Loving community we seek; 
 your hope and strength within us move. 
 The poor and rich, the strong and weak 
 are brought together in your love. 
 
4 In loving partnership, O God, 
 help us your future to proclaim. 
 Justice and peace be our desire, 
 we humbly pray in Jesus' name. 
 
Prayer of Illumination:  (Reader – Janet Heeley) 

Let your word shine in each heart 
Let your truth light our way. 
Let your gospel inspire justice 
and your grace give us wings. 
 
Scriptures:  (Reader –Janet Heeley) 

Psalm 133 
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of 
Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there 
the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore. 
 
Mark 4:35-41 
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other 
side.” And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he 
was. Other boats were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the 
boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on 
the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are you 
afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great awe and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
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Sermon   
 
 

Hymn:  VU 637 Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me 
This rendition of a nineteenth-century hymn is performed by The Crist Family, active 
in the United States 1987-2014. The words were penned by Rev. Edward Hopper, who 
spent the majority of his ministry pastoring the Church of Sea and Land at the New 
York City harbour. His congregation was primarily active sailors from around the 
globe. 
The Crist Family sings Jesus, Savior Pilot Me - YouTube 
 
1 Jesus, Saviour, pilot me 
 over life's tempestuous sea; 
  unknown waves before me roll, 
  hiding rock and treacherous shoal; 
 chart and compass come from thee, 
 Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 
 
2 As a mother stills her child, 
 thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
  boisterous waves obey thy will 
  when thou biddest them 'Be still.' 
 Wondrous sovereign of the sea, 
 Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 
 
3 When at last I near the shore, 
 and the fearful breakers roar 
  'twixt me and the peaceful land, 
  still supported by thy hand, 
 may I hear thee say to me, 
 'Fear not, I will pilot thee.' 
 
Prayers of the People:  (Reader – Janet Heeley)   
- From “Jesus our Future”  page 10  Ó B D Prewer and Open Book Publishers. 

Beautiful are you, Joy of the universe, from you flow every good and perfect gift. 
For the positive people who surround us each day: family, friends, pastors, fellow 
church members, colleagues, co-workers in community projects and those who play 
sport beside us.    
      We thank you, generous Provider. 
            Beautiful are you, Joy of the universe,  
           from you flow every good and perfect gift. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCm-eNw70zo
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For your own Spirit fostering our curiosity; for minds that explore the hidden nature of 
the universe, for choice souls who know the depths of human nature, and for hearts 
that thirst for stronger faith and seek fellowship with their Creator. 
       We thank you, generous Provider. 
            Beautiful are you, Joy of the universe, 
            from you flow every good and perfect gift. 
  
For the capacity to grow and to change; for the absorbent minds of the young, the 
restless seeking and testing of adolescent, for the rich opportunities of the middle 
years, and for the time for reflection given to the elderly. 
        We thank you, generous Provider. 
             Beautiful are you, Joy of the universe,  
             from flow every good and perfect gift. 
  
For the peace of Christ in the storms of life; through set backs in employment, tensions 
in relationships, financial pressures, family and marriage crises, and through sickness, 
handicap, and during times of racking grief. 
       We thank you, generous Provider. 
            Beautiful are you, Joy of the universe,  
            from you flow every good and perfect gift. 
  
For the gift of the church, so flawed yet so remarkable; for the fellowship that enfolds 
us, the Word that confronts us, the outreach that stretches us, the sacraments that 
nurture us, the pastors who serve us, the especially gifted who enrich us, and the Holy 
Spirit who constantly reforms us. 
       We thank you, generous Provider. 
            Beautiful are you, Joy of the universe, 
            from you flow every good and perfect gift. 
   
Creator God, help us, Spirit of Truth guide us, Jesus Christ save us! 
Although we find ourselves excited by the brilliant achievements of this new age, we 
become exhausted by its ethical challenges and confusions. There are moments, Lord, 
when we hanker for the simpler days of our great-grandparents, for whom the path of 
morality was defined by church authority. Now it seems as if our technological 
cleverness constantly outruns our ideas of goodness and we cannot catch up. 
       Be with us, loving God,  
              with all your compassion and wisdom. 
 
Be with us as we make decisions about genetic engineering or virtual reality, body 
transplants or brain enhancing drugs, space exploration or the adventures of 
cyberspace, the artificial maintenance of life or the quality of life and euthanasia. 
Through all the changing scenes of life, enable us to seek first your kingdom and its 
true-goodness. 
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      Be with us, loving God,  
              with all your compassion and wisdom. 
 
Jesus Christ, make us clever as serpents and gentle as doves. 
Spirit of Truth, keep us sharp witted and love-directed. 
Father of all mercies, help us to so trust you that all things 
may work together for good to those who love you. 
For your love’s sake. 
Amen! 

 
Hymn:  VU 422 God Be With You Till We Meet Again 
In honour of Father's Day, I hope you enjoy this performance by Brazilian-born Elton 
Luz and his nine-year-old son, Elton Jr. If you wish to sing along, the verses and 
refrains are sung in the following order: 1, 4, R, [interlude], 3, R. 
God Be With You Till We Meet Again 9-Year-Old Elton Luz & his Dad - YouTube 
 
1 God be with you till we meet again; 
 loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd's care enfold you; 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
  Till we meet, till we meet, 
  till we meet at Jesus' feet; 
  till we meet, till we meet, 
  God be with you till we meet again. 
 
2 God be with you till we meet again; 
 unseen wings protecting hide you, 
 daily manna still provide you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  R 
  
3 God be with you till we meet again; 
 when life's perils thick confound you, 
 put unfailing arms around you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  R 
  
4 God be with you till we meet again; 
 keep love's banner floating o'er you, 
 smite death's threatening wave before you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  R 
 
Benediction:  VU 349  
Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be- 
            the humble who make others proud, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFQfQFDBXWA
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            the poor who have riches to share, 
            the weak who help others be strong, 
            the empty who overflow with loving kindness.  Amen 
 
Postlude:  Carillon 
 
Online Postlude: 
Mat and Savanna Shaw are a Utah father-daughter duo "on a mission to share hope 
and spread joy through music." They rose to prominence during the pandemic when 
Savannah, wanting to stay in touch with friends, started a music social media account. 
Nervous about recording her first song as a soloist, shy Savannah asked her father to 
sing with her; together, they posted a video of "The Prayer" (made famous by Celine 
Dion and Andrea Bocelli), which soon went viral. 
Daddy Daughter Duet - The Prayer - YouTube 
And for the musical theatre lovers out there (and also because I can't stop listening to 
this talented duo), I hope you enjoy "You Matter to Me" from Sara Bareilles' Waitress. 
You Matter to Me - Daddy Daughter Duet - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqFCbtRz1Z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60HHJJv1-lY

