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Lighting of the Christ Candle: (Reader- ) 

The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   

     (light the candle) 

We welcome the light 

Acknowledgement of the Land: (Reader – ) 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 

territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. May our worship honour 

all who have stewarded this land and may we continue to seek right relations with all. 

Prayer of Illumination   
Let your word shine in each heart 
Let your truth light our way. 
Let your gospel inspire justice 
and your grace give us wings. 
 

Scripture:  Acts 2:1-21 – selected verses 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,  
                         (Honk Horns & Wave )  
 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  
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Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each.  
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And 
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language - in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  
All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will 
be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
 
Opening Hymn:  MV 23 Come, O Holy Spirit 
Thank you to music director Laura Beth Smith from St Luke's United in Tantallon, 
Nova Scotia for her lively rendition of this fun Pentecost hymn. I invite you to sing out! 
Come, O Holy Spirit MV 23 performed by Laura Beth Smith. - YouTube 
 
Come, O Holy Spirit, set the church on fire;  
strike it as the lightening hits a posing spire. 
Burn away the structures and consume the sham 
Of our holy systems: Come in Jesus’ name! 
 
     Come, come, come in Jesus name!   
    Take our hearts by storm. 
    All the world lies open:   
   Pentecost is now!  I said Pentecost is now! 
 
Blow away the cobwebs of our stubborn past.   
Come, send flying from us myths unfit to last.   
Wind of change refresh us and disturb our calm;  
teach us what true love is, Take our hearts by storm 
 

Come, come, come in Jesus name!   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98-6GqtvLcM
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Take our hearts by storm. 
All the world lies open:   
Pentecost is now!  I said Pentecost is now! 

 
Free us from the babble of our Babel mind; 
Spark in us a language all can understand. 
Lighten then our darkness, come and show us how 
All the world lies open:  Pentecost is now! 
 

Come, come, come in Jesus name!   
Take our hearts by storm. 
All the world lies open:   
Pentecost is now!  I said Pentecost is now! 

 
Call to Worship:   
One: Welcome the Holy Spirit! 
     All:  We welcome her with Joy! 
One:  Wonder at the marvels of her gifts! 
    All:  We receive her gifts with Joy! 
One:  Give thanks for the challenge of her wisdom! 
    All:  We give thanks with open hearts! 
One:  She moves us to worship God of Love 
    All:  We worship with Joy!   Amen!   
 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 
 
Choral Response:   MV 130  Rise Up, Rise Up 
Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name.  
Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul.   
Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name 
 
Scripture  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
   He led me all around them;  
   there were very many lying in the valley,  
   and they were very dry.  
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”  
I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”  
 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:  
    O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.  
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    Thus says the Lord God to these bones:  
I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
I will lay sinews on you,  
and will cause flesh to come upon you,  
and cover you with skin,  
and put breath in you,  
and you shall live;  
and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded;  
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise,  
        a rattling,  
     and the bones came together,  
           bone to its bone.  
I looked, and there were sinews on them,  
                   and flesh had come upon them,  
                        and skin had covered them;  
but there was no breath in them.  
 
Then God said to me,  
        “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,  
             and say to the breath:    
                Thus says the Lord God:  
Come from the four winds, O breath,  
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”  
 
I prophesied as he commanded me,  
            and the breath came into them,  
               and they lived,  
                 and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  
 
Then God said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
 They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost;  
                      we are cut off completely.’  
 
Therefore prophesy, and say to them,  
      Thus says the Lord God:  
I am going to open your graves,  
    and bring you up from your graves, O my people;  
     and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  
           13And you shall know that I am the Lord,  
          when I open your graves,  
          and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  
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I will put my spirit within you,  
          and you shall live,  
and I will place you on your own soil;  
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 
 
Hymn:   Dem Bones 
Here is one of many versions of the spiritual "Dem Bones," composed by brothers 
James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond Johnson in the early twentieth century. This 
recording is by the American vocal quartet The Delta Rhythm Boys, active 1934-1987 in 
R&B, jazz, and gospel music. 
Delta Rhythm Boys - Dry Bones - YouTube 
 
    Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
    Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
    Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
    Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 
The toe bone's connected to the foot bone, 
The foot bone's connected to the ankle bone, 
The ankle bone's connected to the leg bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 
The leg bone's connected to the knee bone, 
The knee bone's connected to the thigh bone, 
The thigh bone's connected to the hip bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 
    Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
    Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
    Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 
    Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 
The hip bone's connected to the back bone 
The back bone's connected to the neck bone, 
The neck bone's connected to the head bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 
The finger bone's connected to the hand bone, 
The hand bone's connected to the arm bone, 
The arm bone's connected to the shoulder bone, 
Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 
    Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVoPG9HtYF8
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    Dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 
    Dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 
    Now shake dem skeleton bones! 
 
Sermon   
 
Hymn:  VU 376  Spirit of the Living God 
This recording is by the American contemporary Christian band FFH, also known as 
Far from Home, active from 1993 to the present. They only use the first verse in their 
rendition, but feel free to substitute the lyrics for the second verse as you sing along! 
Spirit of the Living God - YouTube 
 
1 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me. 
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 
2 Spirit of the living God, move among us all; 
 make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love: 
 humble, caring, selfless, sharing. 
 Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love! 
 
 

When We Breathe Together 
A Blessing for Pentecost Day  by Jan Richardson 

This is the blessing 
we cannot speak 
by ourselves. 
 
This is the blessing 
we cannot summon 
by our own devices, 
cannot shape 
to our purpose, 
cannot bend 
to our will. 
 
This is the blessing 
that comes 
when we leave behind 
our aloneness 
when we gather 
together 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmetoV_CyHY
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when we turn 
toward one another. 
 
This is the blessing 
that blazes among us 
when we speak 
the words 
strange to our ears 
when we finally listen 
into the chaos 
when we breathe together 
at last 
 
Hymn  VU 382  Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
The Hastings College Choir in Nebraska performs "Breathe on Me, Breath of God" 
arranged by their conductor, Dr. Fritz Mountford. What I find intriguing about this 
version is that the singers so rarely take a simultaneous breath that the piece sounds 
almost like it is performed in one long line of sound – how appropriate for a piece 
about the power of the "breath of God"! 
Breathe On Me Breath of God (The Hastings College Choir) - YouTube 
 
1 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
 fill me with life anew, 
 that I may love what thou dost love, 
 and do what thou wouldst do. 
 
2 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
 until my heart is pure, 
 until my will is one with thine, 
 to do and to endure. 
 
3 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
 till I am wholly thine, 
 until this earthly part of me 
 glows with thy fire divine. 
 
4 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
 til I become a part 
           of your diverse community, 
           loving with grace-filled heart.            
 
5         Breathe on me, breath of God: 
 so shall I never die, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8avdudzdpQ
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 but live with thee the perfect life 
 of thine eternity. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Holy God, 
we live in a world that does not always listen for the Holy Spirit.  We live in a world that 
is troubled, a world of terrorism, sexism, and racism, 
a world of fear, scarcity and violence, 
a world of abuse, addiction and abandonment. 
The Holy Spirit tells us to love others as you love us. 
We pray for the courage to show one another love 
and for the integrity to live by your word. 
The Holy Spirit calls us to give of ourselves completely. 
We pray for the strength to deny ourselves for the good of others. 
The Holy Spirit is God’s presence in us. 
We are part of God’s presence in the world. 
May we do our part to bring about God’s peace and comfort. 
We seek healing for those of us who are sick or in hospital, 
for those of us who are mourning loss,  
for those of us who are lonely or depressed, 
for those we name aloud or in our hearts. 
           (a time of silence) 
May others know we are disciples of Jesus by our love of our neighbour;  
may we offer God’s love, compassion and grace to all 
and may the Holy Spirit inspire us to live Christ’s commandment.  Amen 
 
Hymn:  VU 647   Travel On, Travel On 
The first recording is by Belizean-born British actress, folk singer, and songwriter 
Nadia Cattouse from her 1970 album Earth Mother, which was partially recorded at the 
1969 Edinburgh Festival. Note that Cattouse's version replaces the word "spirit" with 
"river," "flowers," and "music." If you'd prefer to sing along to the accompaniment only, 
try the second link: Michele and Kevin Ackerman's flute and guitar rendition makes me 
think of a modern twist on medieval music! 
Nadia Cattouse - Travel On - YouTube 
VU 647 Travel On, Travel On - YouTube 
 
1 Travel on, travel on, there's a spirit that is flowing, 
  a spirit that is flowing night and day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is flowing, 
  the spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the river that is flowing, 
  the spirit will be with us all the way. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n32POGWUu_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdWvo0gs6nM
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2 Travel on, travel on, there's a spirit that is growing, 
  the spirit grows like flowers night and day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is growing, 
  the spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the flower that is growing, 
  the spirit will be with us all the way. 
 
3 Travel on, travel on, there's a spirit that is playing, 
  the spirit plays like music every day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is playing, 
  the spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the music that is playing, 
  the spirit will be with us all the way. 
 
4 In the kingdom of heaven is our end and our beginning, 
  the road that we must travel every day. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
  the kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
  the kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 
Benediction  VU 648  A Prayer for the Journey 
God of the Way, 
 you are the road we travel,  
 and the sign we follow; 
 you are bread for the journey,  
 and the wine of arrival. 
  
Guide us as we follow in your way, 
 holding on to each other, 
 reaching out to your beloved world. 
 
And when we stray,  
 seek us out and find us, 
 set our feet on the path again, 
 and lead us safely home. 
In the name of Jesus, our Companion, we pray. Amen.  
 
 

Postlude:  Carillon 


