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Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 

Sunday May 9, 2021 

Easter 6  Mother’s Day 

Holy Communion 

Parking Lot Service 
    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle: (Reader- ) 

The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.   

     (light the candle) 

We welcome the light 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land: (Reader – ) 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 

territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. May our worship honour 

all who have stewarded this land and may we continue to seek right relations with all. 

 
Gathering Hymn:  VU 175  This Is the Day That God Has Made 
There aren't many recordings of this hymn available on YouTube, but I don't think 
you'll mind seeing these little blue-robed cuties again! 
"This is the Day" by Natalie Allyn Sleeth (1930–1992) - YouTube 
 
 This is the day that God has made! 
 Rejoice! Rejoice, and be exceeding glad! 
 This is the day that God has made! 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Hallelujah! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbozoV-jadI


2 

 

 
1 Christ has conquered death at last, 
 left the tomb that held him fast! 
 Gone the sorrow, gone the night, 
 dawns the morning clear and bright!  R 
 
2 Jesus lives who once was dead, 
 lives forever, as he said! 
 Risen now our Saviour, King; 
 songs of gladness let us sing!  R 
 
 
Call to Worship:   
One:  The spirit of God calls us from many places; 
       All:  some of us come from busy homes with many people 
One:  Some of us live alone. 
       All:  Yet we are a part of the family.  
One:  This week has been different for each of us; 
       All:  Some of us have had happy news we want to celebrate 
One:  some of us have faced grief and need to cry. 
       All:  and we are all members of God’s family.  
One:  We all come to this same place; 
       All:  all of us seeking God’s presence in our lives 
One:  all of us seeking God’s presence with each other. 
       All:  Together we become God’s family. 
               Let us worship God together.  Amen          
 
 
Hymn:  God, We Love This Congregation!  - Written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
                                                                   (tune:  VU 232"Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee") 
Feel free to use this instrumental recording by the City of Prague Philharmonic 
Orchestra to accompany your singing. The orchestra plays three verses, so perhaps you 
will feel moved to repeat the lyrics of the first verse at the end! Please note that this 
recording begins with an introduction and has brief interludes between verses. The first 
verse starts at 0:34 with the melody played by the violins. 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee - YouTube 
 
God, we love this congregation! 
On this day, we’re glad to see 
friends and neighbors, gathered, praying, 
as a church community. 
Young and old, we join in worship— 
some in-person, some online. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSTYLz-HvWg
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We are drawn by faith and friendship 
to this blessed place and time. 
 
In this year with all its trials, 
there are things that we have missed. 
Still, in Christ, you’ve walked beside us; 
by your Spirit, we’ve been blessed. 
Love’s our history, love’s our vision, 
Love’s the work we’re called to do. 
Bless us as our congregation 
moves together, serving you. 
 
 
Scripture: John 15:1-8 

   I am the true vine, and our Mother/Father/Lifegiver is the vinegrower who removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit is pruned to make 
it bear more fruit.  
   You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as 
I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me.  
       I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.  Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 
fire, and burned.  
      If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you.  Our Father/Mother God is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples. 
 
 
Sermon   
 
 

Hymn:  VU 467  One Bread, One Body 
The unique camera perspective in this video will make you feel like part of the Church 
of Saint Michael choir in Stillwater, Minnesota. I encourage you to join in! 
One Bread One Body - YouTube 
 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
 one cup of blessing which we bless; 
 and we, though many, throughout the earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylWKlw6HXmw
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1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.   
              One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
     one cup of blessing which we bless; 
     and we, though many, throughout the earth, 
     we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.   
               One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
      one cup of blessing which we bless; 
      and we, though many, throughout the earth, 
      we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one, for all.   
               One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
      one cup of blessing which we bless; 
      and we, though many, throughout the earth, 
      we are one body in this one Lord. 
  
 
Holy Communion        by Bev Brazier in Courage for Hallelujahs  p. 24  
 
One:  The conversation began when God whispered  
   in the ears of silence the creative, spoken Word.  
 All:  Out of the chaos: creation.  
One:  From the silence: the breathtaking sound  
   of a world newborn.  
 All:  Praise the God of spoken Word!  
                 Sing songs of joy to the One who gives us voice! 
 One:  Through the long conversation that is human history,  
    the creative Word of God has been heard again and again,  
  
      All: Sometimes whispering, 
            sometimes ringing clear and loud.  
One:  Too often nearly shouted down by voices forgetful of their  
   source; unaware that their very breath is from the living Word.  
       All: Sometimes, the Word has come in silence:  
One:  "Now, there was a great wind, so strong that it split  
              mountains and broke rocks in pieces before God ...   
       All: But God was not in the wind.  
One:  And after the wind, there was an earthquake,  
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       All: But God was not in the earthquake. 
One:  And after the earthquake there was a fire,  
       All: But God was not in the fire.  
One:  And after the fire, there was a sound of sheer silence.  
       All: God was heard in the silence.  
 
One:  We have known the voice of God in wind, earthquake, fire,  
   and also in silence.  Praise God whose word is sound, whose voice 
   is myriad, whose word calls forth the resounding response of the 
   universe in an echo of praise!  
 
       All:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
      God of power and might, 
      Heaven and earth are full of your glory  
      Hosanna in the highest. 
      Blessed is the one who comes 
      in the name of the Lord. 
      Hosanna in the highest. 
 
One:  May we echo God's peace, echo God's love, echo God's praise for all of our days!  
Creator God, you spoke this world into being by your strong and gentle voice. You have 
called us into conversation with you. You let your voice be heard in the murmuring of 
nature, the clash of history, and the deepest part of the human soul.  
 
And when we became deaf, when we stopped our ears or  
tried to shout above the sound of your love, You kept on speaking.  
Through prophets and poets, and down through the ages, preachers who have been 
both, you have spoken to us.  
And, then, in the fullness of time, at the kairos moment, You sent Jesus, your Word 
made flesh, in whom we not only hear, but see and touch the sound of your voice. 
Jesus' life on this earth was an endless song of praise to you, and through that song, we 
learned how rich is the timbre and how sustained are the chords of your love.  
 All:  In Jesus, creation caught its breath.  
                 By Jesus, the poor and lowly were given voice.  
 
One: There were those who sought to silence Jesus, for whom  
   the Word was too much. They were busy with other words,  
   and they could not and would not listen to Jesus. And, so on 
   the night in which betrayal took place,  
     Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke the bread,  
     and spoke to those gathered:   
        All:  This is the bread of new life. 
               Do this in remembrance of me 
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One: Then after supper, Jesus took a cup and said:   
        All:  This is the cup of a new covenant.   
                Drink this in remembrance of me. 
 
One: We delight to share the bread and the cup in remembrance  
  of Jesus. We remember that when death spoke its final word,  
  Jesus, your living word is the last word. 
  In this meal we name Jesus the true word of Life 
  Even if we were to falter, the stones would cry out: Jesus Lives! 
  Halellujah!  Christ is risen! 
  
       All: Jesus Lives Halellujah! 
              Christ is risen Indeed! 
               Christ comes again! 
 
One:  We gather now as those who have heard. We gather, by  
the grace of the Risen Christ, as those who have voices.  
Let us use our voices to speak the truth; to be tellers  
of justice and love.  
 
Let us use our ears to hear one another into speech  
and to hear the joyous laughter of your continuing creation resounding across the 
universe.  
 
God, send your Spirit on us and what we do, that in the  
sharing of this bread and cup, we may know the presence  
of the Living Christ and may look forward to that day  
when the whole universe will join in a cosmic chorus of  
praise to your living Word.  
 
Through the Risen Christ, with the Risen Christ, in  
the Risen Christ, with the unity of the Spirit, may all  
honour and glory be yours, 0 God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
The harvest of the field and the fruit of the vine are shared.  
 
 
Prayer: 
Mothering God, we praise and bless your holy name.  You are our God and we are your 
children--we have no other Gods before you. You pronounced our name and called us 
into existence, breathed the breath of life into us. Like a baby in the womb of its 
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mother, it is in you that we live and breathe and have our being. You are our Mother 
and our Father. You are the Creator. We stand before you with praise and thanksgiving. 
We thank you for those who carried and birthed us into existence. We thank you for 
our mothers and grandmothers and all the other mothers who precede us. We thank 
you for other women who were mothers to us--aunts, neighbors, teachers, others. We 
thank you that we experienced your loving, watchful care from these women. We thank 
you for the women who chose not to become Mothers by birth, yet share their 
nurturing and loving care in other significant ways in the world.  
God, we lament with those women who are unable to have children, for whatever 
reason. We carry their sorrow and grief for their empty wombs. We lament with those 
mothers who have lost their children, who have had to bury their children.  We weep 
alongside them. We lament for those children who did not know their mothers, who 
have lost their mothers. Our hearts ache on their behalf.  You, Mothering God, who is 
the originator of life and love, we know that you hear our lament and grieve and weep 
as well. 
Merciful, mothering God, because you love and watch and care for the world, we again 
bring before you the cares of the world, in order for you to move and act. We pray for 
estranged families who do not know your peace. We pray for the families were there is 
abuse, in whatever form, we pray for your merciful justice.  We pray for those who are 
alone and feel desperately lonely and isolated from others and from you--break 
through the protective barriers they’ve constructed in order to cope with the loneliness. 
Draw them near to your heart--let them know they are not alone, but you are with 
them. We hold all of these broken, hurting lives before you. 
We pray that you will continue to strengthen the healthy, thriving families with your 
love. We thank you for these families because they are homes where those who hurt can 
be healed. We thank you for the faithful families in our lives. Continue to pour out your 
loving mercy upon them. Let those families become deep wells of your mercy and your 
grace and your love that others can drink from. Continue to give each of us wisdom in 
relating with one another. Help us to see with your eyes and to hear with your ears. 
Enlarge our hearts with love. 
Mothering God, we again thank you for brooding over us like a hen with her chicks.  
Thank you for your watchful, attentive eye on us. We thank you for the privilege of 
being your children, of being called the daughters and the sons of God. We love you and 
we bless you.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn  MV 154   Deep in Our Hearts 
Andrea LeBlanc provides piano and vocals for "Deep in Our Hearts," a 1995 hymn by 
Canadian United Church minister John Wesley Oldham. 
Deep In Our Hearts - YouTube 
 
Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 
Deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=peaR4ztTNLM
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Deep in our hearts there is a common story, 
Telling Creation that we are one. 
 
Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 
Deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 
Deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 
Justice and peace in harmony 
 
Deep in our hearts there is a common longing; 
Deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 
Deep in our hearts there is a common current, 
Flowing to freedom like a stream 
 
Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 
Deep in our hearts there is a common song; 
Deep in our hearts there is a common story, 
Telling Creation that we are one. 
 
 
Benediction  VU 349  
 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet 
 walk with you on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands 
 stretch out your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart 
 open your hearts to love. 
May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet, 
 and may everyone you meet 
 see the face of Christ in you. 
 
 

Blessing Hymn:  VU 179  Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks 
Please join in singing this joyful, uptempo version of "Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give 
Thanks," which features a children's choir and soloist. 
Alleluia Alleluia Give Thanks to the Risen Lord - YouTube 
 
Hallelujah, hallelujah. 
 Give thanks to the risen Christ; 
 hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 Give praise to God's name. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U1MuOCHon4
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1 Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
 firstborn of all creation.  R 
 
2 Spread the good news o'er all the earth: 
 Jesus has died and is risen.  R 
 
3 We have been crucified with Christ, 
 now we shall live for ever.  R 
 
4 Come let us praise the living God, 
 joyfully sing to our Saviour.  R  
 


