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Carlisle/Kilbride United Churches 

Sunday April 11, 2021 

Holy Humour Sunday 

10:30 am on Zoom  

Zoom Coffee follows 

    Rev. Allison Playfair   Cell:  905-802-8112 

revaplayfair@hotmail.com 

  Music Leader: Heather Olaveson 
            Office Administrator: Janet Witty-Heeley 
                             Office:  905-689-8630 

 

** The recorded zoom service will be available on our webpage for those unable to 

attend. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle: (Reader- Kathleen Mech & Dawn Colledge) 

The light of Christ shines anywhere and everywhere.  (light the candle) 

We welcome the light 

Acknowledgement of the Land: (Reader –Kathleen Mech & Dawn Colledge) 

As we join together in spirit, we remember with gratitude that we live and worship on 
territorial lands covered by the Dish with One Spoon Treaty. May our worship honour 
all who have stewarded this land and may we continue to seek right relations with all. 
 
Knock, Knock!  Who’s there?  Gladys.  Gladys who? Glad it's Sunday, aren't you? 
 
Hymn:  VU 624  Give To Us Laughter 

1 Give to us laughter, O Source of our life. 
 Laughter can banish so much of our strife. 
 Laughter and love give us wholeness and health. 
 Laughter and love are the coin of true wealth. 
 
2 Give to us laughter as sign of deep joy; 
 let us in laughing find Christian employ, 
 joining with stars and with bright northern lights, 
 laughing and praising and sharing delights. 
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3 Why do we worry that we will lose face? 
 Why act like king for the whole human race? 
 Often in family, and often with friend, 
 laughing at pride causes anguish to end. 
 
4 Even in sorrow and hours of grief, 
 laughter with tears brings most healing relief. 
 God, give us laughter, and God, give us peace, 
 joys of your presence among us increase. 
 
Knock, Knock!  Who’s there? Luke.  Luke who?  Look all around at the smiles on 
your neighbors. 
 
Knock, Knock!  Who’s there? Oliver.  Oliver who? All of our joys come from the Lord. 
 
Call to Worship:   

One: Joy is loose,  

All: In the wiggles of the children,  

One: The whispers of the youth,  

All: The smiles of the adults.  

One: We praise God for this glorious day,  

All: Let the praise break forth in the most unlikely places and in silly ways.  

One: Joy and praise fills our hearts and our songs  

All: Let the laughter be deep, for we are God's people. 

 

Introduction:   Churches resurrect an old Easter custom  (Reader – Andrea McRae) 

Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in 

the early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' 

resurrection on the Sunday after Easter. 

For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant countries, the week 

following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was 

observed by the faithful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to 

celebrate Jesus' resurrection. 
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Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other, drenched each other 

with water, told jokes, sang, and danced. 

The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians (like Augustine, 

Gregory of Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God played a practical joke on the devil 

by raising Jesus from the dead. "Risus paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early 

theologians called it. 

In 1988 the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging churches and prayer 

groups to resurrect Bright Sunday celebrations and call it "Holy Humor Sunday," with 

the theme: "Jesus is the LIFE of the party." 

Many churches from different traditions responded enthusiastically. Holy Humor 

Sunday services are bringing back large crowds to churches on a Sunday when church 

attendance typically drops dramatically. 

If you Google “Holy Humor Sunday” on the Internet, you’ll be amazed at how 

widespread Holy Humor Sunday celebrations on the Sunday after Easter have become 

among churches of all traditions. It’s clearly a movement of the Holy Spirit to shore up 

belief in the resurrection of Jesus. 

 

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon 
We believe in God, who made us in Their image. We live, we love, we laugh, because we 
are like God. We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. He had 
the last laugh on the devil when He rose from the dead.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
coequal and coeternal with our Creator and the Son, our counselor, our guide, our  
motivator - He is our joy! Forgive us, O God, when we take ourselves too seriously, 
when we don't claim the happiness that is rightfully ours as your children, when we 
forget that you will have the last laugh in this world. Restore to us the joy of our 
salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Hymn:  It Came upon a Sunrise Bright 
(Tune: "It Came upon a Midnight Clear") 
 
It came upon a sunrise bright, 
that glorious promise anew, 
That Jesus, though he was crucified, 
now lives for me and for you. 
Peace on earth, goodwill to all, 
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from Heaven rejoicing on high, 
The world with joyful dancing 
shares the news that He is alive. 
 
The women with their spices came, 
the body to anoint, 
They found the tomb was empty 
and they heard an angel appoint. 
The time, the place, the reason why, 
you'll find your Jesus on high, 
And then in joy the woman shared 
the news that He is alive. 
 
Young at Heart:   The Joy of Joy   Guest speaker - Dr. Joyselyn 
 
Hymn:  I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy Down in My Heart 
 
I have the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart, 
I have the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart to stay. 
 
And I'm so happy, so very happy 
I have the love of Jesus in my heart. 
(Down in my heart) 
And I'm so happy, so very happy 
I have the love of Jesus in my heart. 
 
I have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart, 
I have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart to stay. 
 
And I'm so happy, so very happy 
I have the love of Jesus in my heart. 
(Down in my heart) 
And I'm so happy, so very happy 
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I have the love of Jesus in my heart. 
 
I've got the peace that passes understanding 
Down in my heart,(where?) 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart, 
I've got the peace that passes understanding 
Down in my heart, (where?) 
Down in my heart to stay. 
 
And I'm so happy, so very happy 
I have the love of Jesus in my heart. 
(Down in my heart) 
And I'm so happy, so very happy 
I have the love of Jesus in my heart. 
 
And if the devil doesn't like it he can sit on a tack 
Sit on a tack, 
Sit on a tack, 
Sit on a tack, 
And if the Devil doesn't like it he can sit on a tack to stay. 
 
*A COMMUNION OF SAINTS AFFIRMATION OF HUMOR (Reader – Catherine 
Swatten) 
(Compiled by Chris Anderson with help from the Joyful Noiseletter) 
 

We believe with the Bible that “that there is a time to weep and a time to laugh.” 
We believe with Chrysostom that “laughter has been implanted in our souls.” 
We believe with Aquinas that there is a time for “playful deeds and jokes.” 
We believe with Luther that “You have as much laughter as you have faith.” 
We believe with Calvin that “we are nowhere forbidden to laugh.” 
We believe with Francis De Sales that “humor is the foundation for reconciliation.” 
We believe with Wesley that “A sour religion is the devil’s religion.” 
We believe with Kierkegaard that “Humor is intrinsic to Christianity.” 
We believe with Dostoevski that “If a person laughs well they are a good person.” 
We believe with Chesterton that “A good joke is the closest thing we have to divine 
revelation.” 
We believe with Bonhoeffer that “Ultimate seriousness is not without a dose of humor.” 
We believe with Fulton Sheen that “The only time laughter is wicked is when it is 
turned against he who gave it.” 
We believe with Flannery O’Conner that “Christianity is a strangely cheery religion.” 
We believe with Elton Trueblood, “Never trust a theologian without a sense of humor.” 
We believe with Charles Schultz that “Humor is proof that everything is going to be 
alright with God nevertheless.” 
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We believe with Krister Stendhal that “humor, along with irony, forms a safeguard 
against idolatry.” 
We believe with Eric Gritsch that “Humor is thus anchored in a self-knowledge that 
indicates one’s limitations.”  
 
Some Humour: 
 "One day Groucho Marx was getting off an elevator and he happened to meet a 
clergyman. The clergyman came up to him, put out his hand and said, 'I want to thank 
you for all the joy you've put into the world.' Groucho shook hands and replied, 'Thank 
you, Reverend. I want to thank you for all the joy you've taken out of it.' 
_____________ 
 
A taxi driver and a minister arrive at the pearly gates. Saint Peter addresses the taxi 
driver first. 'What is your name please?' 
He replies, 'I'm Joseph' 
St. Peter consults his list. He smiles and says to Joseph, 'Oh Yes! Take this silken robe 
and golden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven. That’s your mansion over there ' 
The taxi driver goes into Heaven with his robe and staff, and it's the minister's turn. He 
stands erect and booms out, 'I am Joseph Snow, pastor of Calvary Church for the last 
forty-three years.' 
St Peter consults his list. 
He says to the minister, 'Take this cotton robe and wooden staff and enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven.' 
'Just a minute,' says the minister. 'That man was a taxi driver, and he gets a silken robe 
and golden staff. How can this be?' 
'Up here, we work by results,' says Saint Peter. 'While you preached, people slept, while 
he drove, people prayed.' 
____________ 
 
Two little kids sat down for Sunday lunch.  Their Dad was making their favorite, 
Pancakes.  Towards the end of lunch, there was only one pancake left and they started 
to fight over who would get it.  Their Dad said, “Now if Jesus were here, he would let 
his disciple have the last pancake.  Why don’t you two role play?”.    The older child 
shrugged and said, “Ok, Sam, You be Jesus!” 
____________ 
 
“God will fill your mouth with laughter  
and your heart with Joy!”        Job 8:21  NIV 
_____________ 
 
Knock, Knock!  Who’s there?  Rita.  Rita who?  
Read a Bible if you want to hear the good news. 
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Scripture:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (Reader – Linda Dodman) 

 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who 
is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, 
to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and 
sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that 
no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Some more Humour 
 
Speaking of ill-advised boasting – it always comes before a fall:  
 
A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a priest were out for a Sunday afternoon flight on a 
small private plane. Suddenly, the plane developed engine trouble. In spite of the best 
efforts of the pilot, the plane started to go down. Finally, the pilot grabbed a parachute, 
yelled to the passengers that they had better jump, and then he bailed out. 
 
Unfortunately, there were only three parachutes remaining. The doctor grabbed one 
and said "I'm a doctor, I save lives, so I must live," and jumped out. 
 
The lawyer then said, "I'm a lawyer and lawyers are the smartest people in the world. I 
deserve to live." He also grabbed a parachute and jumped. 
 
The priest looked at the little boy and said, "My son, I've lived a long and full life. You 
are young and have your whole life ahead of you. Take the last parachute and live in 
peace." 
 
The little boy handed the parachute back to the priest and said, "Not to worry, Father. 
The 'smartest man in the world' just took off with my back pack." 
______________ 
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Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible? 
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little 
prophet 
 
Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married? 
A. Ruthless. 
 
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together during 
church services. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had 
enough. 
'You're not supposed to talk out loud in church.' 
'Why? Who's going to stop me?' Joel asked. 
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, 'See those two men standing by the 
door? They're hushers.' 
 
There was a tradesman, a painter called Jack, who was very interested in making a 
pound where he could. So he often would thin down his paint to make it go a wee bit 
further. As it happened, he got away with this for some time. 
Eventually the Presbyterian Church decided to do a big restoration job on one of their 
biggest churches. Jack put in a painting bid and because his price was so competitive, 
he got the job. And so he set to, with a right good will, erecting the trestles and putting 
up the planks, and buying the paint and...yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down with 
the turpentine. 
Well, Jack was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly done, when 
suddenly there was a horrendous clap of thunder. The sky opened and the rain poured 
down, washing the thin paint from all over the church and knocking Jack fair off the 
scaffold to land on the lawn. 
Now, Jack was no fool. He knew this was a judgement from the Almighty, so he fell on 
his knees and cried, 'Oh, God! Forgive me! What should I do?' And from the thunder, a 
mighty Voice spoke, 'Repaint you thinner! Then go and thin no more!' 
___________________ 
 

There are hymns for every occasion and for every kind of occupation.   
Some examples are: 
The Gossip's Hymn ...  Pass It On 
The Tailor's Hymn ...   Holy, Holy, Holy 
The Dentist's Hymn ...  Crown Him With Many Crowns 
The Baker's Hymn ...   When The Roll Is Called Up Yonder 
The Shoe Repairer's Hymn ...  It Is Well With My Soul 
The Geologist's Hymn ...  Rock Of Ages 
The Men's Wear Clerk's Hymn ...   Blest Be The Tie 
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Hymn:  God Bless You Merry Sinner 
(Tune: God Bless Ye Merry Gentlemen) 
 
God bless you merry sinner, 
you're forgiven it is true; 
Remember Christ your Savior 
has lived and died for you, 
And lives again as King of Kings 
of saint and sinner, too. 
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy, 
peace and joy. 
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy. 
 
In Jerusalem at Calvary 
that dismal Friday morn, 
Amid the pain and suffering 
eternal life was born. 
It came with arms outstretched to us, 
right through the curtain torn. 
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy, 
peace and joy. 
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy. 
 
So sing an hallelujah, 
for our Savior's victory, 
And shout to all Hosanna, 
that we have been set free, 
From sin and death and devil's grip throughout eternity. 
We'll have tidings of Easter peace and joy, peace and joy. 
Glad tidings of Easter peace and joy. 
 
Knock, Knock!  Who’s there?  Lettuce.  Lettuce who?  Lettuce pray! 
 
Prayers of the People by April Fiet  (Reader – Kathleen Mech) 
 

O Lord, giver of joy and laughter,  
we thank you for giving us these gifts: 
 
For the moments of laughter and unbridled joy you give to us: 
  for opportunities to laugh at ourselves, 
  for the belly laughs of children, 
  for friends and family who love us because of our quirks, 
    and not just in spite of them, 
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  for artists who give us the opportunity to see the world 
    through the surreal, 
  for the courage to smile even when difficulties arise, 
  for those who have hope even when others think there is 
    no hope, 
  for saints in the Lord who overflow with laughter and 
    spread your joy to all of us. 
 
For the words of Jesus that defy our logical minds; 
  for teaching us that we can be born again, 
  for the woman who finds a lost coin and calls her 
    friends and neighbors to celebrate, 
  for the absurdity of a camel trying to fit through the eye 
    of a needle,  
  
For the father of the Prodigal Son who is willing to look 
    like a fool as he runs to greet his son, 
  for the generosity of the landowner who will pay 
    workers a whole day’s wage when they only worked one hour, 
  for tiny bits of faith that can move entire mountains, 
  for the reality that nothing can live unless it first dies. 
 
For the great reversal of the Gospel: 
  that the last shall be made first, 
  that the rejected stone became the cornerstone, 
  that those who wish to become great must serve, 
  that the lost will be found, 
  that the small will become great, 
  that though you are Wisdom, you choose to forget our 
    sins, that when we are weak, your strength shines through us. 
 
O Lord, giver of joy and laughter, we thank you for giving us 
these gifts. 
Thank you for the gift you give us that allows us to enjoy these 
things to the full. 
We can laugh because of the most amazing thing of all – that 
you conquered death, that the tomb is empty, that light shone 
so bright that it overcame the darkness. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
Amen. 
 
Hymn:  Go tell it on the Mountain 
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Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere, 
Go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus is alive. 
 
While soldiers watched the gravesite 
That quiet Sunday dawn 
There came a big commotion 
and then the storm was gone. 
The women found no body 
their spices to anoint, 
Instead they found an angel, 
God's message to appoint. 
 
Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere, 
Go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus is alive. 
 
The Angel bid them travel 
to where He said He'd be. 
An Eastertime reunion, 
in the hills of Galilee. 
Disciples met him walking 
On the road to Emma-us 
They broke bread together 
Then recognized His face. 
 
Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere, 
Go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus is alive! 
 
 
Benediction 
"Giving thanks to God is a good and a joyful task, to be done with smiles on our faces 
and laughter in our hearts; for it is God who created us creatures of mirth and joy…the 
God who helps us overcome the gloominess in our own lives." So today, I invite you to 
laugh, and maybe you’ll laugh tomorrow and the next day, remembering that Jesus 
must have laughed during his ministry, and surely, God laughs too.   And so:  
 
"Let us develop cheerful hearts that will be able to cheer others. The peace of Christ be 
upon you; the joy of Christ be within you, and the love of Christ be among you." 


