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Greeting 

Acknowledgement of the Land:  

Lighting of the Covenant Candles and the Christ Candle:  

 
Call to Worship:   

One:  Just as the women disciples came on the third morning, 

We come to witness to our Lord.   

May we meet the Christ here.  Amen. 

 
Scripture:   John 20:1-13 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 
go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 
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understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.”  
  
Hymn:  VU 2  In The Quiet Curve of Evening 
 
1 In the quiet curve of evening, 
 in the sinking of the days, 
 in the silky void of darkness, you are there. 
  In the lapses of my breathing, 
  in the space between my ways, 
  in the crater carved by sadness, you are there. 
 You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
2 In the rests between the phrases, 
 in the cracks between the stars, 
 in the gaps between the meaning, you are there. 
  In the melting down of endings, 
  in the cooling of the sun, 
  in the solstice of the winter, you are there. 
 You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
3 In the mystery of my hungers, 
 in the silence of my rooms, 
 in the cloud of my unknowing, you are there. 
  In the empty cave of grieving, 
  in the desert of my dreams, 
  in the tunnel of my sorrow, you are there. 
 You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
Scripture:  John 20: 14-18 
 
13The Angels said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
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Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
Hymn:  VU 166  Joy Comes with the Dawn 
 
Joy comes with the dawn; 
 joy comes with the morning sun; 
 joy springs from the tomb 
 and scatters the night with her song, 
 joy comes with the dawn. 
 
1 Weeping may come; 
 weeping may come in the night, 
 when dark shadows cloud our sight.  R 
 
2 Sorrow will turn, 
 sorrow will turn into song, 
 and God's laughter make us strong.  R 
 
3 We will rejoice, 
 we will rejoice, and give praise, 
 to the One who brings us grace.  R 
 
Sermon  
 
Hymn:  VU 173 Thine Is the Glory 
 
1 Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
 endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes where the body lay. 
  Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
  endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 
2 Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
 Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth: death hath lost its sting.  R 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
 life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 
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 make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  R 
 
Holy Communion: 
 
One: God is with you.  
     All: And also with you.  
One: Lift up your hearts!  
     All: We lift our hearts to God.  
One: Let us give thanks to God, our God.  
     All: We give God our thanks and praise!  
One: We do give you thanks and praise, God of New Life!  
 
One:  The day of resurrection has come, scattering fear and gloom.  
And so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place,  
and with angels and archangels,  
to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
One: From that place… 
  …you brought Life!  
 
     All: Life in all its goodness! Alleluia!   (Honk Horn) 
 
 In that Love… 
…  Thank you, God! 
  
      All: Life in all its goodness!  ALLELUIA!  (Honk Horn)   
 
People of all places… 
…One: Sometimes, we got it right.  
     All: And it was very, very good.  
 
One: Sometimes, we got it wrong.  
     All: And it was not good at all. 
  
One: But in your love, you called us back…  
…and shared it, no matter what.  
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     All: But, still, we forgot.  
           Still, we closed our eyes  
           so that we couldn’t see you  
           inviting us back to your love.  
 
One:  So you sent Jesus, the Christ…  
…as human as human can be.  
 
One: Jesus, the Christ, one with You.  
     All: Jesus, the Christ!  Alleluia!  
 
One: On the night before … 
…“This is my body, given for you.  
  Each time you eat this bread,  
  remember me.”  
 
So we remember.  
     All: And so we remember.  
 
One: He took a cup… 
…Each time you drink this wine,  
remember me.”  
 
So we remember.  
     All: So we remember.  
One: But we don’t only remember his death.  
     All: NO!   (Honk horn) 
One: We remember his resurrection.  
     All: YES!  (Honk horn) 
One: We remember his destruction of death.  
     All: YES!  (Honk horn) 
One: We remember his love!  
     All: YES!  (Honk horn) 
 
One: And so we ask you… 
 …Now and forever!  
 
One: ALLELUIA!  
      All: ALLELUIA! AMEN!   (Honk horn) 
 
One: Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
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all glory is yours, God most Holy,  
now and forever. Amen! 
 
Partaking of Elements 
 
Hymn:  VU 179  Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks 
 
Hallelujah, hallelujah. 
 Give thanks to the risen Christ; 
 hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 Give praise to God's name. 
 
1 Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
 firstborn of all creation.  R 
 
2 Spread the good news o'er all the earth: 
 Jesus has died and is risen.  R 
 
3 We have been crucified with Christ, 
 now we shall live for ever.  R 
 
4 Come let us praise the living God, 
 joyfully sing to our Saviour.  R 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
Benediction    
God of resurrection, 
you have rolled the stone away 
 and the tomb of our world has been opened wide. 
With the dawn has come a new creation. 
Let our celebration today 
 empty our tombs, 
 renew our lives, 
 and release your power; 
through the risen Christ we pray. Amen. 
  
 
Carillon:   
 
VU 157  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 
1 Christ the Lord is risen today, Hallelujah! 
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 all creation join to say; Hallelujah! 
 raise your joys and triumphs high; Hallelujah! 
 sing, O heavens, and earth reply: Hallelujah! 
 
2 Love's redeeming work is done, Hallelujah! 
 fought the fight, the battle won. Hallelujah! 
 Lo, our sun's eclipse is o'er! Hallelujah! 
 Lo, he dwells in death no more! Hallelujah! 
 
3 Lives again our glorious King: Hallelujah! 
 where, O death, is now your sting? Hallelujah! 
 Once he died, our souls to save: Hallelujah! 
 where your victory, O grave? Hallelujah! 
 
4 Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven, Hallelujah! 
 praise to you by both be given! Hallelujah! 
 Every knee to you shall bow, Hallelujah! 
 risen Christ, triumphant now. Hallelujah! 
 
 
VU 158  Christ Is Alive! 
 
1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
 The cross stands empty to the sky. 
 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 
 to distant years in Palestine, 
 but saving, healing, here and now, 
 and touching every place and time. 
 
3 In every insult, rift, and war, 
 where colour, scorn, or wealth divide, 
 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
 and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
4 Women and men, in age and youth, 
 can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
 and find the way, the life, the truth, 
 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
 good news to this and every age, 
 till earth and sky and ocean ring 
 with joy, with justice, love and praise. 


