
Maundy Thursday 
April 1, 2021   7 pm 

 
Greeting and Instructions (Allison) 

 
Hymn: MV 14 Where Two or Three are Gathered (x5-7) 

Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there, I am there 
Where two or three are gathered in name, I am there, I am there 

 
Lighting of Candles: (Allison lights a candle for each name as it is read) 

Rachel:  With Jesus,  
they gathered in an upper room to share a meal. 

And the names of the Apostles were these: 
Simon, called Peter, 

His brother Andrew; 

James and his brother John – the sons of Zebedee; 
Phillip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James, the son of Alphaeus, Thaddeus; 

Simon, the patriot, and Judas Iscariot. 
 

And there were the women and children who traveled with Jesus,  
disciples and followers alike,  

who gathered to share a Passover meal: 
Mary and Martha,  

Joanna, the wife of Cuza, 
Mary of Magdala, 

Susanna and Mary, mother of Jesus, 
and others, who were unnamed. 

 

Allison:  Our circle is lit by such a cloud of witnesses to faith- 
those who have run the race and have entered into their rests, so we join together with 

them to praise your name. 
 

For the first followers and for all who have kept the light of the gospel burning down 
through the centuries, we give thanks. 

 
For those who went before us and passed the light on to us, and those we especially 

remember now, we give thanks. 
               (pause)  

 
Come, Lord Jesus, take your place  

as host at this table.  (Light Christ candle) 

 

Call to Worship:  (Allison) 

In remembrance, we gather: 
    to be with the One who teaches us 

    the meaning of faithfulness. 
In remembrance, we worship: 



    lifting our voices to the One 
    who calls us to love one another. 

In remembrance, we feast: 
      breaking the Bread which makes us whole, 

      drinking the Cup which fills us with grace. 
 

Catherine Swatten Reader:  Preface  
It was the beginning of hope on that night long ago, 

Liberating God, 
as you prepared to lead your people to freedom. 

As they readied themselves, 
you fed them with your unblemished grace, 

so all sin, pain, and bitterness 
could be set down and left behind 

when it was time to follow you. 

 
It was the beginning of salvation 

on that night long ago, Servant Lord 
as you prepared your disciples 

for all the things which were to happen. 
You humbled yourself by washing their feet  

so they could follow you in service and love 
to a world which would reject you and hang you on a cross. 

 
We tell these stories once again on this night of remembrance, Servant's Spirit. 

Here is the Bread which gives us life; 
here is the Cup which slakes our thirst for justice; 

here is the towel with which we wipe the tears of the broken-hearted; 
here is the basin which cleanses the stains of the world. 

Prepare us for our journey of discipleship, 

God in Community, Holy in One. 
 

Call to Reconciliation:  (Allison) 
How will people recognize us as followers of Jesus?  When we follow in the way of Jesus.  

Yet, let us confess the times when we have not followed his way. 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession: 
Too often, Holy One, we forget to love you even a little bit, much less with all 

our heart, mind, strength, and soul. Too easily, we forget to love our neighbors, 
building higher and higher walls between us. Too quickly, we forget your call to 

servanthood, yearning instead for accolades and applause of the world. 
 

Hymn: MV 85 Take, O Take Me as I Am 
Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 

Set your seal upon my heart and live in me 

 
 

Allison:  Forgive us, God of freedom and hope. Bring us to the Table of grace, where we 

will be healed; fill us with your steadfast love; lift us to our feet so we might follow Jesus 



Christ, our Lord and Savior, into that ministry of servanthood and sacrifice which is our 
calling. 

 
 Our Servant, Jesus Christ, taught us a prayer and so: When I want to talk to the one 

who listens, when I want to hand over what holds me down, then I say: 
Rachel:  Our God in Heaven 

 
Allison:  When I experience, how much Humankind is without peace, how much 

injustice happens, how much creation is destroyed, then I hope: 
Rachel:  Your realm come 

 
Allison:  When I want that everything is my way, then I remember: 

Rachel:  Your will be done 
 

Allison:  When I realize how precious is what sustains me, and that it is not self-

evident, 
     then I ask: 

Rachel:  Our daily bread give us today 
 

Allison:  When I pretend, that suffering and pain of others is none of my business,  
     then I pray: 

Rachel:  And forgive us our trespasses 
 

Allison:  When I want to go the easy way, when I think only about myself, then I think: 
Rachel:  And don’t lead us into temptation 

 
Allison:  When I am full of hope and I believe, that there is good, and a good ending,  

     then I confess: 
Rachel:  For yours is the realm and the power and the glory forever and ever.   

                                                                                                                        Amen 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

This is what we have heard: 
Christ came to teach, 

to serve, to lead us into the kingdom of God. 
We will serve, so others might be set free; 

we will teach, so others will  
know the Word of hope; 

we will love, so others will  
know us as Christ's people; 

we will do as our Servant has done. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
Hymn:  VU 595   We Are Pilgrims  

1 We are pilgrims on a journey, 

 fellow travellers on the road; 
 we are here to help each other 

 walk the mile and bear the load. 
 



2 Sister, let me be your servant, 
 let me be as Christ to you; 

 pray that I may have the grace to 
 let you be my servant too. 

 
3 I will hold the Christ-light for you 

 in the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you, 

 speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

4 I will weep when you are weeping, 
 when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

 I will share your joy and sorrow, 
 till we've seen this journey through. 

 

5 When we sing to God in heaven, 
 we shall find such harmony, 

 born of all we've known together 
 of Christ's love and agony. 

 
6 Brother, let me be your servant, 

 let me be as Christ to you; 
 pray that I may have the grace to 

 let you be my servant too.  
 

  
Allison:  On holy Thursday we remember how Jesus himself kneeled down and washed 

the feet of the community of his disciples. He gathered his disciples and followers 
together to break bread and share in the blessing of our God.  

He called them together so he could serve them and they could serve each other 

according to his example; so that they could be a community.  On this Holy Thursday we 
want to remember that Christ invites us to celebrate together and be servants for each 

other. 
 

Linda Dodman Reader:  Scripture:  John 13: 1- 20 selected verses ( 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to God. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 

And during supper Jesus, knowing that God had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer 

robe, and tied a towel around himself.  
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now 

what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash 

my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”  
 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—



and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, 

that you also should do as I have done to you. 
 

Very truly, I tell you,  
servants are not greater than their master,  

nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  

Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever 
receives me receives the one who sent me.”  

 
Hymn: MV 18 Lord Prepare Me to be a Sanctuary 

Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy tried and true; 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 

 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Allison: When the hour had come, 

Creator of the heavens and earth, 
you lifted up the cup of creation 

pouring it into the emptiness of chaos. 
Rivers played tag through the valleys, 

stars spangled the blue-black night, 
joy danced in the fields of grace. 

 
Given that fountain flowing with living water, 

we drank from betrayal's bitter cup; 
offered the feast of faith, we sat down at sin's groaning table. 

 
Heather: You asked the prophets to remind us of promises made, 

but we continued to embrace the pangs of hopelessness. 

Then, because we are your own, 
you sent Jesus to glorify you 

by saving us from ourselves. 
 

Therefore, with those whose feet are covered with sin, 
and those whose hearts are gripped by fear, 

we join the choirs of every time and place, 
forever singing your praises: 

 
 

Sanctus: 
Holy, holy, holy.  My heart, my heart adores you!  

My heart is glad to say the words,  
You are Holy, God! 

 

Allison: Holy are you, God of Redemption, 
and blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior, our Servant. 

When the hour had come, he got up from grace's side, 



took off his glory, tied humanity around his heart 
to cleanse us of our sins. 

 
Heather: In the midst of his friends, 

in the congregation of his enemies, 
he kept the promise made to you, 

to love us to the very end. 
  

Our friend, he welcomed all; 
our teacher, he modeled the life of obedience and faith; 

our Lord, he endured the snares of death, that we might have life with you. 
 

Allison: Every time we eat the bread, our brokenness is made whole;  
every time we drink from the cup, we receive unceasing grace; 

every time we come to the Table, we remember that mystery called faith: 

 
Memorial Acclamation: 

We proclaim Jesus, 
crucified and risen, 

our judge and our Hope 
 

Allison: Now that the hour is come, 
sent your Spirit upon the gifts of the bread and the cup. 

As you cradle the bread in your gentleness, 
break it, give it to us, feed us with your compassion, 

that we might be made whole, 
and, in our healing, become servants to a shattered world. 

 
As you take the cup, 

mingle its juices with your tears of pain and hope, 

so we might carry this gift to those who have lost everything. 
 

Scripture:  Mark 14: 25; 
Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 

it new in the kingdom of God.”  
 

Hymn: VU 148   Jesus remember me  (repeat x3) 

Jesus, remember me 

 when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me 

 when you come into your kingdom. 
 

Partake of the Gift of Bread and Cup 
 

Instrumental Music:  Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 
Catherine Swatten Reader:  Scripture:  Luke 22: 39-46 

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples 
followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them,  



“Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”  
Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed,  

    “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me;  
      yet, not my will but yours be done.”  

Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish, he 
prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on 

the ground. 
When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because 

of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not 
come into the time of trial.” 

 
Allison:  Scripture: John 13: 34-35 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” 

 
Hymn:  VU 182 Stay With Us Through the Night   

1 Stay with us through the night. 
 Stay with us through the pain. 

  Stay with us, blessed stranger 
  till the morning breaks again. 

 
2 Stay with us through the night. 

 Stay with us through the grief. 
  Stay with us, blessed stranger 

  till the morning brings relief. 
 

3 Stay with us through the night. 
 Stay with us through the dread. 

  Stay with us, blessed stranger 

  till the morning breaks new bread. 
 

Benediction:   
Do not let your hearts be troubled.  

Believe in God, believe also in me.   - John 14:1 
 

And when there are no more hours to come, 
when there is only eternal peace and life with you, 

we will gather in that upper room called your heart, 
serving our families and friends with grace, 

receiving forgiveness from our enemies, 
singing your joy forever and ever, 

God in Community, Holy in One. 
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


